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OlrfTBXCT  OV  COLUMBIA,  to  tuit: 

BE  it  remembered,  that  on  the  twentieth  day  of  March, 
in  the  forty-seventh  year  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  Joseph  Milligan,  of  the 
said  District,  has  deposited  in  this  office,  the  title  of  a Book, 
the  right  whereof  he  claims  as  Proprietor,  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

“ Meditations  for  every  day  in  the  year,  collected  from  differ- 
ent spiritual  writers.  First  written  in  Latin  by  N*  B.,  translated 
into  English  by  fi.  M.,  in  the  year  1669,  and  now  revised  by 
Rev.  R.  Baxter.  Every  day  will  I bless  thee:  and  I will  praise 
thy  name  forever;  yea,  forever  and  ever.— [Pb.  cxlv.  2.]” 

In  conformity  to  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  entitled  “ An  Act  for  the  encouragement  of  learning, 
by  securing  the  copies  of  Maps,  Charts  and  Books,  to  the 
Authors  and  Proprietors  of  such  copies,  during  the  times 
therein  mentioned.” 

EDMUND  I.  LEE, 

Clerk  of  the  Dietpict  of  Columbia* 
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The  following  series  of  Meditations  has  been  long  in 
high  rejftite  in  the  country  in  which  they  were  written. 
They  were  originally  collected,  a long  time  ago,  from 
the  best  ascetical  writers,  which  were  then  in  existence. 
Much  psffbs  and  labour  must  have  been  bestowed  upon 
them;  for  there  is  hardly  a meditation  book  of  those  days, 
which  our  author,  as  we  discover  from  perusing  those 
books,  has  not  ransacked,  in  order  to  form  his  work. — 
Tradition  says,  that  this  little  book  served  In  an  eminent 
degree  to  keep  alive  the  spirit  of  their  religion,  among 
the  persecuted  Catholics  of  England;  for  when  it  was 
first  printed,  those  days  of  intolerance  and  religious  pro- 
scription had  not  passed  away,  when  the  apostolic  mis- 
sionaries sent  from  various  English  colleges  on  the  con- 
tinent, to  assist  and  console  their  suffering  brethren  in 
England,  were  stoned  and  cut  asunder , and  they  were 
tempted;  they  were  put  to  death  by  the  sword;  they 
wandered  about , being  in  want , distressed , afflicted , 
wandering  in  deserts , and  in  mountains , and  in  dens, 
and  in  the  caves  of  the  earth . (Heb.  11.  37.)  Inde- 
pendently of  the  intrinsic  merit  of  the  book,  these  kinds 
of  associations  and  recollections  give  it  some  degree  of 
interest,  which  it  would  not  otherwise  possess.  This 
book  has  been  used  by  many  a virtuous  and  respectable 
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character,  who  prefering  the  persecuted  religion  of  his 
ancestors  to  the  new-formed  creeds  of  the  eighth  Henry 
of  England,  Edward  the  seventh,  and  Queen  Elizabeth, 
boldly  and  perseveringly  suffered  many  a privation,  “ for 
the  sake  of  conscience,”  and  renounced  hereditary  ho- 
nours, fortunes,  and  sometimes  life  itself,  rather  than  not 
be  ready  to  satisfy  every  one  who  asked  them  a reason 
of  that  hofie  which  was  in  him . (Vid.  1.  Pet.  3.  15.) 
This  book  was  a particular  favourite  with  such  men  as 
Bishops  Challoner  and  Walmsly,  both  Catholic? authors 
of  much  celebrity. 

Some  of  this  kind  of  meditation  books  are  too  long  for 
the  ordinary  use  of  persons,  who  are  occopied*m  busi- 
ness; but  this  is  sufficiently  short  for  every  one,.  The 
meditations,  besides,  are  full  of  the  most  solid  thought; 
they  breathe  a truly  pious  and  Christian  spirit. — The 
arrangement  is  natural  and  easy;  and  hence  the  devout 
contemplative,  as  well  as  the  ordinary  Christian,  may  use 
them  with  advantage,  and  find  every  thing  in  them, 
which  they  would  wish  to  find  in  a book  of  meditations.. 
These  considerations  are  among  the  reasons,  which  have 
induced  several  characters,  whose  opinions  I respect,  to 
desire  the  book  reprinted,  and  in  use  among  the  Catho- 
lics of  the  United  States. 

The  edition,  which  I used  in  revising  this  work,  wsis 
printed  in  the  year  1669.  It  is  very  obvious  that  the 
language  of  those  days  is  extremely  different  from  that 
of  our  own,  and  consequently  a thorough  revisal  of  the 
work  was  deemed  necessary  to  render  it  generally  use- 
ful. If  the  language  had  only  been  a little  antiquated, 
it  would  have  been  better  to  have  reprinted  it  in  its  ori- 
ginal state;  for  we  have  more  than  one  instance  of  good 
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old  books  being  revised  and  corrected,  and  spoiled.— 
But  the  style  is  too  far  removed  from  the  standard  of 
modern  language,  for  the  book  to  appear  in  it  before  the. 
public,  with  that  credit,  to  which  it  is  intrinsically  enti- 
tled. The  very  numerous  citations  from  scripture,  be- 
sides, were  taken  from  an  older  English  translation  of  the 
^Bible,  the  phraseology  of  which  differs  in  many  respects 
from  the  present  authorized  translation.  These  it  was 
necessary  to  reform  according  to  the  present  edition  of 
the  Doway  Bible.  The  editor,  however,  can  assure  the 
reader,  that  as  little  change  as  possible  has  been  made, 
and  that  he  has  adhered  as  closely  as  he  could  to  the 
ideas  of  the  author.  There  is  a short  dissertation  on 
meditation  in  the  original;  but  I did  not  think  it  suffici- 
ently elementary  for  all  who  might  use  the  book,  nor 
sufficiently  long,  to  explain  the  nature  of  mental  prayer. 
I have,  therefore,  taken  ihe  liberty  of  omitting  the  au- 
thor’s dissertation,  and  of  inserting  another.  I hope  no 
reader  will  much  regret  the  change,  when  I inform  him, 
that  the  dissertation,  which  I have  inserted,  was  com- 
posed by  a truly  worthy  man,  (Rev.  Charles  Plowden) 
.whose  exertions  in  the  cause  of  Catholicity  commenced 
more  than  half  a century  ago,  and  were  terminated  only 
by  a prolonged  life  Of  eighty  years,  whose  sincere  piety 
edified  and  enlightened  all  who  knew  him,  and  the  mo- 
numents of  whose  zeal  and  erudition  will  not  easily  be 
forgotten. 

The  translator  of  the  book,  (Rev.  E.  Mico)  with  some 
trifling  changes  in  phraseology  and  orthography,  gives 
in  his  preface  the  following  account  of  the  work:  “ The 

author  of  these  Meditations  is  still  living  in  England,  of 
which  he.  is  native;  but  his  modesty  prevents  me  from 
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publishing  his  name.  But,  if  his  reputation  be  of  any 
concern  to  the  reader,  I think  myself  bound  to  tell  the 
world,  that  his  singular  virtue  and  talents  have  placed 
him  for  the  last  twenty  years  in  an  eminent  employment 
in  his  religious  profession.  He  composed  this  book 
thirty  years  ago,  in  Latin,  for  the  benefit  of  a private 
community,  in  whose  spiritual  advancement  he  was  in- 
terested. The  work,  though  never  before  printed,  has 
a sufficient  approbation  from  the  esteem  of  all  those  who 
have  made  use  of  it.  Some  persons  of  virtue,  talents, 
and  authority,  have  procured  manuscript  copies  of  the 
Meditations,  and  make  use  of  no  other  in  their  daily  ex- 
ercise of  mental  prayer.  They  all  unite  in  wishing  to 
see  them  before  the  public  in  an  English  translation. 
The  matter  is  solid,  and  for  the  most  part  grounded  on 
scripture,  and  well  accommodated  to  the  use  and  prac- 
tice of  the  church,  which  at  different  seasons  of  the  year 
places  before  us  the  several  mysteries  of  our  Saviour’s 
incarnation,  nativity,  infancy,  private  life,  his  doctrine, 
passion,  death,  resurrection,  ascension,  &c.  The  me- 
thod is  plain  and  easy,— laying  down  in  order  each  day’s 
meditation,  and  requiring  no  farther  trouble  than  the 
consulting  of  any  ordinary  calender  to  discover  the  me- 
ditation of  the  day,  if  by  chance  the  lecture  of  them  have* 
been  interrupted.” — [ Fide  Preface  of  the  translation .] 
The  author  of  the  work,  whose  name  has  not  travelled 
down  to  us,  in  any  othei  shape,  than  as  expressed  in  the 
title  page,  explains  in  his  introductory  preface,  the  plan 
of  his  book.  His  explanation  is  to  the  following  effect : 
“ My  intention  in  the  following  Journal  of  Meditations, 
is  to  suggest* short  heads  or  points  of  meditation,  for  the 
benefit  of  thoste,  who  wish  to  spend  some  time  daily,  in 
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meditating  on  spiritual  things.  The  best  masters  of  spi- 
rituality  have  taught,  that  the  heads  proposed  for  medi- 
tation should  be  brief;  and  I am  sure  I could  not  do  bet- 
ter, than  to  follow  their  injunctions. 

“ I have  assigned  to  every  day  in  the  year  its  appro- 
priate meditation;  wherefore,  if  it  should  happen  that  at 
any  season  of  the  year  there  be  more  than  a sufficient 
number  of  meditations,  (as  before  Advent,  or  Christmas, 
or  than  there  are  weeks  after  the  Epiphany,  or  Pente- 
cost,) the  superfluous  ones  are  to  be  omitted. 

" As  to  the  method,  I have  followed  the  plan  of  some,  ' 
of  the  best  writers  of  meditations  as  closely  as  I could. 
They  divide  all  spiritual  exercises  into  three  classes,  or, 
as  they  call  them,  wat/8.  1st.  The  Purgative  Way  em- 
braces those  kind  of  spiritual  exercises  and  meditations 
that  tend  to  purify  the  soul  from  sin  and  affections  to 
sin,— such  as  considerations  on  our  last  end,  sin,  fee. 
2dly.  The  Illuminative  Way  comprehends  exercises, 
that  induce  us  to  follow  the  example  of  our  great  model, 
the  Man-God,  and  imitate  the  virtues  which  he  exhibited 
in  the  various  .mysteries  of  his  life  and  passion.-— By 
reflecting  on  these,  the  soul  is  enlightened  and  discovers 
in  what  true  virtue  and  perfection  consist.  3dly.  The 
next  and  last  degree  of  virtue,  is  the  Unitive  Way;  inr 
which  the  soul,  by  contemplating  the  glory  of  Christ  in 
his  resurrection,  &c.  unites  itself  to  its  God,  as  to  its  last 
end,  by  pure  and  disiriterested  love.  It  is  evident  that 
this  is  a comprehensive  and  easy  system  of  spirituality, 
and  a most  natural  method  of  making  solid  progress  in 
virtue-  I have,  therefore,  made  the  Purgative  Way 
occupy,  that  part  of  the  year  from  the  beginning  of  No- 
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vember  till  Advent,— leaving  every  one,  however,  at 
liberty  to  continue  the  meditations  of  the  weeks  after 
Pentecost.  From  Advent  to  Easter  we  are  occupied  in 
the  Illuminative  Way . The  Unitive  Way  continues  till 
the  third  Sunday  after  Pentecost,  after  which  we  prose- 
cute the  remainder  of  our  Saviour’s  life  and  preaching. 

“Upon  every  Sunday,  or  solemn  feast,  that  is  fixed, 
in  order  to  comply  with  the  general  devotion  of  the  faith* 
ful  to  the  blessed  Sacrament,  I have  introduced  a me- 
ditation on  Holy  Communion,  taken  from  the  gospel  of 
the  day,  (except  during  the  Sundays  of  November, 
which,  as  8uch%  have  no  certain  gospels.)  To  these 
meditations  I have  affixed  a congruous  reflexion,  i.  e. 
some  sentences  taken  from  the  scripture,  with  which 
every  one  may  occupy  his  thoughts,  before  and  after  his 
meditation,  until  he  has  received  communion.” — [ Vide 
Preface  of  the  Author .3 

With  this  account  of  the  following  work,  I commit  it 
to  the  public,  hoping  and  praying,  that  it  may  prove 
useful  and  beneficial  to  the  Catholic  community  at  large. 
This  was  the  only  intention  and  motive,  which  induced 
me  to  revise  the  work;  and  I am  sure  this  is  the  only 
one,  which  induced  those  at  whose  suggestion  I under- 
took its  revisal,  to  give  it  publicity  in  the  United  States. 
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Mental  prayer,  or  meditation,  has  always  been  consi- 
dered by  the  saints  and  spiritual  men  to  be  one  of  the 
principal  means  of  acquiring  Tirtue,  and  advancing  ttt 
the  science  of  salvation.  There  never  was  a sunt,  nor 
a really  virtuous  man,  who  was  not  particularly  attached 
to  H;  to  every  one,  therefore,  who  has  his  salvation  at 
heart,  meditation  must  be  an  interesting  study  and  an 
important  object. 

Meditation  is  not  difficult;  it  is  not  only  appropriated 
to  persons  of  great  and  steady  virtue,  or  of  eminent  learn- 
ing, or  of  advanced  age*— -it  belongs  equally  to  all  ages 
and  conditions;  the  most  ignorant  in  human  sciences  are 
frequently  the  most  perfect,  the  most  sublime,  in  this 
holy-  exercise  Everv  one  meditates.— Who  has  not 
pondered  in  his  mind  plans  ana  coramwiw  w'xnsaB 
some  favourite  object  ? He  has  considered  the  comfort, 
which  the  possession  of  it  will  give  him;  the  means,  which 

* he  must  employ  to  attain  it:  his  heart  has  expanded  with 
joy  at  the  thought,  he  has  formed  his  resolutions  in  con- 

* sequence,  and  these  resolutions  were  strong  and  steady, 
in  proportion  as  he  was  more  or  less  affected  by  the 
object,  which  he  wished  to  obtain.  Every  child  at  school 
has  meditated  in  this  manner,  probably  on  some  trifle: 
and  if  we  will  only  apply  his  method  to  the  truths  of 
Almighty  God,  we  shall  in&llibly  make  an  excellent 
mental  prayer.— To  meditate,  then,  is  to  consider  divine 
truths  revealed  by  Almighty  God,  to  convince  the 
understanding  of  the  certainty  and  importance  of  them, 

* JP  penetrate  and  fill  the  soul  with  them,  to  draw  from 
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them  rules  for  the  conduct  of  ourselves,  to  form  resolu- 
tions and  to  implore  grace  to  execute  what  we  have 
resolved. 

It  is  not  necessary  in  all  this,  nor  even  proper,  to  pro- 
nounce a single  word:  the  mind,  heart,  and  will  alone 
must  be  engaged.  The  mind  is  employed  in  considera- 
tion, the  heart  in  affections,  and  the  will  in  resolutions.— 
The  subject  is  first  proposed,  and  it  is  some  important 
truth  of  religion.  The  mind  must  consider  this  truth  as 
a thing  announced  by  Almighty  God,  for  our  direction; 
it  must  consider  its  relations  to  our  own  selves,  it  must 
ponder  then  ecessity  of  reducing  to  practise  what . it 
inculcates,  the  dreadful  consequences  of  neglecting  it  ; 
turf  if  this  be  done  with  serious  atteitfiai^— without  wilful 
dissipation  of  thought,  with  suitable  efforts  to  surmount 
doth,  indolence  an< 1 drowsiness,— it  must  be,  that  the 
heart  will  be  touched  with  the  fear  of  God,  with  grati- 
tude to  God,  with  desire  of  winning  or  preserving  the 
favour  of  God,  with  sorrow,  shame,  and  remorse  for  not. 
having  served  and  loved  God,  with  deep  contrition  and 
compunction  for  having  wilfully  offended  God,  with  ad* 
miration  of  his  goodness,  with  tender  emotions  of  love, 
and  with  ardent  desires  of  continually  improving  in  this, 
love.  From  these  affections  will  follow  earnest  resolu- 
tions to  avoid  whatever  disnl*0®^*  God*  to  do  whatever 
te~^piircsx~&t^~because  the  soul  knows  by  past  expe- 
rience its  own  frailty,  it  will  utterly  diffide  in  itself  and 
throw  itself  with  the  utmost  confidence  and  resignation 
into  the  arms  of  Almighty  God.  It  is  not  necessary 
that  all  and  every  one  of  these  affections  be  felt  in  each 
meditation,  but  some  of  them  must  and  will  be  raised  in 
the  heart  by  the  pondering  of  eternal  truths:  and  whoever 
shall  feel  himself  more  touched  by  one  affection  than 
another,  let  him  insist  upon  that  while  he  can  indulge  k* 
and  if  his  whole  meditation  pass  in  that  alone,  he  need 
not  repent  of  his  labour;  for  he  will  have  made  a very 
good  meditation. 

Undoubtedly  when  the  heart  is  once  touched  with  the 
sense  of  God’s  mercy,  and  only  begins  to  love  him,  the 
man,  who  meditates,  will  anxiously  consider,  what  ho 
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can  do  to  please  him,  to  secure  his  lore  and  favour  to 
himself;  his  own  failings  will  then  immediately  flash  in 
his  face,  he  will  form  earnest  resolutions  to  correct  diem; 
to  avoid  the  occasions  of  them,  he  will  determine  to 
practise  the  virtues  opposite  to  them,  and  above  all 
resolve  to  practise  that  eminent  evangelical  virtue,  with- 
out which  there  can  be  no  sanctity,  that  is,  interior  mor- 
tification of  the  passions  and  evil  inclinations;  and  this  virtue 
is  so  much  the  more  precious,  as  it  is  always  exercised 
in  secret,  and  known  only  to  God  and  himself.  To  be 
virtuous  between  God  and  one’s  self  is  to  be  solidly  virtu- 
ous. These  resolutions,  which  each  one  must  make 
according  to  the  present  state  of  his  own  conscience, 
and  the  quality  and  nature  of  his  past  sins  and  present 
faults,  are  the  proper  fruits  of  prayer. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  appears,  that  meditation  is 
an  exercise  of  the  memory,  the  understanding  and  the 
will;  and  when  thus  the  whole  soul  and  all  its  three 
powers  are  employed  to  honour  Almighty  God,  the 
whole  man  may  be  said  to  be  offered  as  a holocaust 
to  him.— The  memory  is  exercised  by  recollecting  the 
subject  of  the  meditation  in  all  its  parts  and  circumstan- 
ces : the  understanding  is  employed  in  lively  apprehen- 
sions or  conceptions  of  revealed  truths,  by  forming  solid 
judgments  upon  them,  and  by  deducing  practical  infer- 
ences from  them.  The  will  is  engaged  in  that  variety  of 
affections,  which  I have  mentioned  above,  and  in  forming 
resolutions  for  our  conduct  for  the  future. 

This  part,  which  regards  the  will,  is  by  far  the  most 
important,  and  therefore  a larger  share  of  the  time  of 
meditation  ought  always  to  be  allotted  to  it.  It  is  the  most 
important,  because  as  the  fruit  of  meditation  depends 
cm  the  resolutions  which  are  formed,  so  the  strength  of 
these  resolutions  depends  in  great  measure  upon  the 
intenseness  of  the  affections  which  have  moved  the  will 
to  make  them.  A person,  who  is  but  slightly  affected 
with  the  sense  of  God’s  goodness  makes  but  slight  and 
general  resolutions  to  avoid  sin,  and  he.quickly  breaks 
them.  A person,  who  m prayer  has  considered  much 
to  his  infinite  obligations  to  God,  and  has  expanded  his 
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soul  in  lively  sentiments}  will  form  such  resolutions;  and 
will  adapt  them  in  such  manner  to  his  own  particular  cir- 
cumstances} that  no  succeeding  temptation  shah  be  able 
to  shake  them : and  he  will  find  that  a few  victories  gain* 
ed  over  his  spiritual  enemy}  will  almost  secure  and 
perfect  his  triumph.  . 

From  all  these  considerations  will  appear  the  end  an<^ 
necessity  of  meditation.  The  end  is  the  avoiding  of  sin; 
and  the  easy  practice  of  solid  virtue;  and  therefore  the 
ultimate  end  may  be  said  to  be,  to  unite  the  soul  to  God 
by  chanty. 

The  necessity  of  meditating  will  appear  from  the  fol- 
lowing reasoning.  It  is  necessary  to.think  often  on-  die 
truths  of  religion,  or  else  they  make  but  little  impression. 
It  is,  necessary  to  draw  rules  of  conduct  from  them,  or 
else  our  lives  will  not  agree  with  our  belief.  It  is  neces- 
sary to  excite  in  the  soul  supernatural  affections  towards 
God,  or  else  the  first  strong  inclination  to  sin,  or  impulse 
of  self-love,  will  infallibly  overthrow  us.  It  is  necessary 
to  form  good  resolutions,  or  else  we  can  have  no  pledge, 
no  security,  of  not  relapsing  into  sin.  In  a word,  it 
is  necessary  to  beg  divine  grace,  or  else  we  expose  our- 
selves to  receive  very  little  grace.  It  is  then  necessary 
to  meditate;  for  meditation  consists  precisely  in  things, 
which  have  been  enumerated. 

Preparation  for  meditation  is  twofold.  The  first  pre- 
paration is  a habit  of  recollection  and  union  with  God; 
which  ought  to  be  the  life  of  every  Christian,  whether 
be  aim  at  perfection,  or  be  content  with  only  keeping 
the  precepts.  In  vam  would  a man  strive  to  gather  and 
facilitate  his  thoughts  and  affections  in  prayer,  if  he  per- 
mitted his  mind  and  heart  to  rove  and  wander  at  random 
during  the  rest  of  the  day.  A heart  recollected  is  al- 
ways disposed  to  pray.  A heart  dissipated  and  distracted 
will  want  a whole  hour  to  collect  its  powers  and  dispose 
itself  for  prayer.  A meditation  well  made  to-day,  espe- 
cially if  die  resolutions  be  practised,  is-  the  best  remote 
preparation  for  the  meditation  of  to-morrow.  By  praying 
well  an  easy  habit  of  meditation  is  acquired;  but  'prayer 
becomes  extremely  difficult  to  him  who  habituates  bya- 
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1 self  to  pray  with  negligence.  I said, -if  the  resolutions 
nude  in  prayer  were  practised,  becatfs^  Almighty  God 
always  enlightens  the  soul  in  proportion  to  our  endea- 
vours to  seek  him;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  infidelity  to 
grace,  by  neglect  of  resolutions,  is  always  a source  of 
blindness,  coldness,  and  indifference  of  heart. 

The  immediate  preparation  must  be  next  considered. 
It  consists  m reading  attentively  the  points,  and  fixing 
them  in  the  memory.  The  subjects,  winch  you  have 
prepared  may  be  quitted,  in  case  God  during  prayer 
touches  the  heart  with  other  devout  sentiments.  When 
God  speaks  we  must  listen  and  follow  his  guidance.  In 
general,  very  little  matter  suffices  for  meditation.  A soul 
accustomed  to  prayer  is  very  easily  excited  to  listen,  and 
relish  a angle  word  that  issues  from  the  mouth  of  Jesus 
Christ.  It  soon  calls  forth  good  affections,  when  the 
heart  is  habitually  warmed  with  the  love  of  God.  Pas- 
sages winch  have  touched  the  mind  in  spiritual  books, 
or  in  sermons,  may  be  reserved  for  future  consideration. 

When  we  are  actually  at  prayer,  it  would  be  a great 
error  to  feed  the  mind  with  a multitude  of  considerations 
and  reasonings.  A lively  imagination  might  do  this,  and 
perhaps  the  time  would  pass  agreeably  enough;  but  a 
well  disposed  heart  hastens  to  feed  itself  with  affections, 
and  to  form  resolutions, — not  to  amuse  the  imagination 
with  subtleties.  The  most  ample  attention  io  the  Word 
of  God  brings  persuasion  with  it : the  soul  that  is  per- 
suaded presently  falls  into  devout  affections;  and  purpo- 
ses and  resolutions,  the  main  fruit  of  prayer,  will  next 
ensue. 

After  a point  has  been  well  and  deeply  pondered,  and 
after  resolutions,  not  too  numerous  nor  too  general,  have 
been  formed,  the  soul  naturally  fells  into  colloquies,  or 
direct  addresses  to  God,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
subject  meditated  and  the  affections  experienced  in 
prayer.  The  following  expressions  of  some  of  the  vari- 
ous affections  felt  in  prayer,  may  be  considered  as  a sort 
of  specimen,  and  may,  perhaps,  be  of  use  to  some. 

I.  Admiration  of  the  Perfections  of  God.— 0 
Lord,  our  JLord,  homo  admirable  ie  thy  name  in  the 
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whole  earth ! O Lord  of  Host*,  who  is  like  to  thee?— 
Thou  art  mighty y O Lordy  and  thy  truth  is  round  about 
thee.  Thou  art  justy  O Lordy  and  thy  judgment  is 
right . The  Lord  is  most  highy  he  is  terribley  he  is  a 
great  king  over  all  the  earth . Blessed  is  hey  whom 
thou  hast  choseny  and  taken  to  thee  ; he  shall  dwell  in 
thy  courts.  (Ps.  8.  2.  Ps.  88.  9.  Ps.  118,  137.  Ps.  46. 
3.  Ps.  64.  5.) 

II.  Gratitude  to  God.-— Blessed  be  Gody  who  hath 
not  turned  away  my  firayery  nor  his  mercy  from  me . 
Blessed  be  the  Lord  God  of  Israely  because  he  hath 
visited  and  wrought  the  redemption  of  his  fie o file.  All 
ye  works  qf  the  Lordy  bless  the  Lord  : firaise  and  exalt 
him  above  all  forever.  (Ps.  65.  20  v.  Luc.  1 c.  68  v. 
Dan.  3 c.  57  v.) 

III.  • Self -Accusation.— Excefityewill  be  converted^ 
he  will  brandish  his  sword  ; he  hath  bent  his  bowy  and 
made  it  ready . Understand  these  things , yey  who  for- 
get God : lest  he  snatch  you  awayy  and  there  be  none  to 
deliver  you.  (Ps.  7.  13  v.  Ps.  49.  22.) 

IV.  Compassion  for  the  sufferings  of  Christ.— 
I grieve  for  thee  my  brother  Jonathany  exceedingly 
beautful  and  amiable.  Would  God  that  I might  die 
for  thee.  I will  not  live  ' without  woundsy  says  St. 
Bonaventuye,  because  I see  thee  full  of  wounds.  (2. 
Reg.  1 c.  26  v.^.  Reg.  18  c.  33  v.  Rod.  de  Pas.  c.  8.) 

V.  Pious  Complaint.— How  longy  O Lordy  wilt  thou 
forget  me  unto  the  end  ? How  long  dost  thou  turn  away 
thy  face  from  me  ? Lord  where  are  thy  ancient  mer- 
cies ? Lord  why  castest  thou  off  my  firayer  ? (Ps. 
12.  1 v.  Ps.  88.  50  v.  Ps.  87.  15  v.) 

VIt  Compunction.— Take  me  ufiy  and  cast  me  into 
the  sea  : for  I know  that  for  my  sake  this  great  tem- 
pest is  upon  you.  For  I know  my  iniquity  ; and  my 
sin  is  always  before  me.  I have  hated  and  abhorred 
iniquity . * I have  hated  the  assembly  of  the  malignant ; 
and  with  the  wicked  I will  not  sit.  For  what  have  I 
in  Heaven?  and  besides  thee  what  do  I desire  upon  earth? 
(Jonas.  I c.  12  v.  Ps.  5Q.  5 v.  Ps.  118.  163  v.  Ps. 
25.  5 ▼.  Ps.  72.  25  v.) 
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VII.  Acknowledgment  of  the  benefits  of  God, 
and  of  our  own  weakness.—/  will  give  glory  to  thee, 
0 Lord)  my  king,  and  I will  praise  thee,  O God , my 
Saviour . I will  give  glory  to  thy  name ; for  thou  hast 
been  a helper  and  protector  to  me.  There  is  no  health 
in  my  flesh , because  of  thy  wrath:  there  is  no  peace  for 
my  bones , because  qf  my  sins . (Eccle.  5 1 c.  1 v.  Ps. 
37.  4 v.) 

VIII.  Congratulation  with  Christ.— Let  us  sing 
to  the  Lord;  for  he  is  gloriously  magnified . Thou  art 
the  glory  of  Jerusalem;  thou  art  the  joy  of  Israel;  thou 
art  the  honour  of  our  people . We  give  thee  thanks  for 
thy  great  glory.  (Exod.  15  c.  1 v.  Judith  15  c.  10  v. 
Ecclesia  in  missa.) 

IX.  Desire  of  heavenly  Glory.— How  lovely  are 

thy  tabernacles,  O Lord  of  hosts  ! My  soul  longeth 
and  fainteth  for  the  courts  of  the  Lord . As  the  hart 

panteth  after  the  fountains  qf  waters;  so  my  soul  pant - 
tth  after  thee , O God . (Ps.  83.  2,  3.  Ps.  41.  2.) 

X.  Self-Exhortation.— Delight  in  the  Lord ; and 
he  will  give  thee  the  request  of  thy  heart . Commit  thy 
way  to  the  Lord , and  trust  in  him;  and  he  will  do  it . 
Cast  thy  care  upon  the  Lord;  and  he  shall  sustain  thee . 
(Ps.  36.  4,  5.  Ps.  54.  23.) 

XI.  Petition. — Hear  my  prayer , 0 Lord , and  my 
supplication:  give  ear  to  my  tears.  O God , come  to  my 
assistance;  O Lord , make  haste  to  help  me.  Conduct 
me,  O Lord,  in  thy  justice . Direct  me  in  thy  truth , 
and  teach  me.  Keep  me,  O Lord,  from  the  hand  of  the 
wicked.  (Ps.  38.  13.  Ps.  69.  2.  Ps.  5.  9.  Ps.  24.  S* 
Ps.  139.  5.) 

XII.  Praise  of  God.— Great  is  our- Lord,  and  great 
is  his  power:  and  qf  his  wisdom  there  is  no  number 
My  soul  doth  magnify  the  Lord.  Praise  ye  the  Lord 
from  the  heavens:  praise  ye  him  in  the  high  places.  (Ps. 
146.  5.  Luc.  1.  46.  Ps.  148.  1.) 

XIII.  Love  of  preferences— Better  is  one  day  in 
thy  courts  above  thousands > I have  chosen  to  be  an 
abject  in  the  house  qf  my  God , rather  than  to  dwell  in 
the  tabernacles  qf  sinners.  (Ps.  83.  11.) 
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XIV.  Resolution  of  amendment.-*/  will  take  heed 
to  my  way*;  that  lain  not  with  my  tongue.  I will  Jiur - 
sue  after  my  enemies  and  overtake  them:  and  I will  not 
turn  againy  till  they  be  consumed.  I will  declare  thy 
name  t*  my  brethren:  in  the  midst  of  the  church  will  I 
praise  thee.  (Ps.  38.  2.  Ps.  17.  38.  Ps.  21.  23.) 

XV.  Self-Reprehension.— How  long  wilt  thou 
sleep , O sluggard ? when  wilt  thou  rise  out  qf  thy  sleep? 
How  long  will  ye  love  childishness , and  fools  covet  those 
things , which  are  hurtful  to  themselves?  How  long 
shall  I take  counsels  in  my  soul?  (Prov.  6 c.  9 v.— 
Prov.  1 c.  22  v.  Ps.  12.  2.) 

XVI.  Self -Resignation.— JVb;  as  I will)  but  as 
thou  wilt.  Thy  will  be  done  on  earthy  as  it  is  in  hea- 
ven. As  it  hath  pleased  the  Lord)  so  is  it  done:  Bles- 
sed be  the  name  qf  the  Lord.  (Mat  26  c.  39  v.  Mat. 
6 c.  10  v.  Job,  1 c.  21.) 

XVII.  Self-Encouragement.— Expect  the  Lords 
do  manfully}  and  let  thy  heart  take  courage}  and  wait 
thou  for  the  Lord.  Why  art  thou  sad , O my  soul}  and 
why  dost  thou  trouble  me?  Hope  in  God , for  I will 
still  give  praise  to  him . (Ps.  26.  14.  Ps.  42.  6.) 

XVIII.  Solicitation.— 0 Gody  my  Gody  look  upon 
me:  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?  Bow  down  thy  ear 
to  me:  make  haste  to  deliver  me.  Arise)  why  sleepest 
thouj  O Lord?  arisey  and  cast  us  not  off  to  the  end.-~ 
(Ps.  21.2.  Ps.  30.  3.  Ps.  43.  23;) 

XIX.  Confidence.— The  Lord  is  my  light  and  my 
salvation , whom  shall  I fear?  He  will  not  always  be 
angry:  nor  will  he  threaten  forever.  By  thee  I shall 
be  delivered  from  temptation:  and  through  my  God  I 
shall  go  over  a wall . (Ps.  26.  1.  Ps.  102. 9.  Ps.  17. 30.) 

XX.  Joy  .—Be  glad  in  the  Lord)  and  rejoice , ye 
just:  and  glory , all  ye  right  of  heart.  I will  greatly 
rejoice  in  the  Lord}  and  my  soul  shall  be  joyful  in  my 
God}  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with  the  garments  of  sal- 
vation. (Ps.  31.  11.  Isaiah,  61.  10.) 

XXI.  Gratitude.— Bless  the  Lord , O my  soul)  and 
never  forget  all  he  hath  done  for  thee.  We  give  thee 
Ihanksy  O Lord  God  Almighty)  who  art)  and  who  wasty 
and  who  art  to  come . (Ps.  102.  2.  Apoc.  1 1 c.  17  v.) 
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XXII. . Self-Humiliation.— But  lama  worm, and 
no  man— the  reproach  qf  meny  and  the  outcast  qf  the 
people.  For  I will  not  trust  in  my  bows  neither  9 hall 
my  sword  save  me . (Ps.  21.  7.  Ps.  43.  7.) 

XXIII.  Imitation  or  Christ.— Looky  and  make  it 
according  to  the  pattern y that  was  showed  thee  in  the 
mount.  Be  ye  therefore  followers  qf  Gody  as  most  dear 
children . Put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ . 1 will 

follow  theey  whithersoever  thou  goest.  (Exod.  25  c.  40 
v.  Ephes.  5.  1.  Rom.  13.  14.  Luc.  9.  57.) 

XXIV.  Love.— Lordy  thou  knowest  that  I love  thee. 
I will  love  theey  O Lordy  my  strength . O love  th  e 
Lord , all  ye , his  saints.  (John,  21.  16.  Ps.  17.  2.  Ps. 

30.  24.) 

XX  V . Self-Oblation .—  O Lordy  for  I am  thy  set - 
vant:  I am  thy  servanty  and  the  son  qf  thy  hand-maid. 
I am  become  as  a beast  before  thees  and  I am  always 
with  thee.  For  I am  ready  for  scourges:  and  my  sor» 
row  is  continually  before  me.  (Ps.  1 15.  6.  Pg.  72.  23. 
Ps.  37.  18.) 

XXVI.  Zeal  for  the  glory  of  God.— O Gody 
the  heathens  are  come  into  thy  inheritance ; they  have 
defied  the  holy  temple.  How  longy  O God , shall  the 
enemy  reproach ? Is  the  adversary  to  provoke  thy 
name  forever?  Let  God  arises  and  let  his  enemies  be 
scattered.  (Ps.  V.  1.  Ps.  73.  10.  Ps.  67.  2.) 
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ON  THE  FEAST  OF  ALL-SAINTS, 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  in  the  holy  Eucharist  as  God,  and  head 
* of  all  the  Saihts. 


MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

a 

O God*  my  God,  to  thee  I*  watch  from  the  morning  light.— 
[Ps.  lxii,  2.] 

I.  Imagine  yourself  among  the  blessed  angels  and 
saints  in  heaven,  contemplating  the  divine  face  of  God: 
and  consider,  1st.  How  great  are  the  glory,  riches, 
beauty,  and  majesty  of  that  infinite  being.  Thousand s 
of  thousands  minister  to  him , and  ten  thousand  times  a 
hundred  thousand  stand  before  him . (Dan.  7.  10.) 

Think  how  great  is  his  power;  for  whatsoever  the  Lord 
fileased  he  hath  done  in  heaven , in  earthy  in  the  sea,  and 
in  all  the  depths . (Ps.  1 34.  6.)  How  great  is  his  wis- 
dom. Great  is  our  Lord,  and  great  is  his  power,  and 
of  his  wisdom  there  is  no  number . (Ps.  146.  5.)  How 
great  too  is  his  immensity;  for  he  is  higher  than  fhe 
heavens  deeper  than  hells  longer  than  the  earths  and 
broader  thqn  the  sea . (Job.  11.8.)  The  same  may  be 
said.  ofhis  other  divine  attributes. 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  This  majesty  so  great,  this  head 
of  all  the  saints,  whose  memory  you  celebrate  this  day, 
does  not  disdain  to  enter  the  humble  habitation  of  your 
soul.  He  even  desires  it  himself;  lor  he  says,  My 
llelight  is  to  be  with  the  children  qf  men . (Prov.  8.  31.) 
Not,  indeed,  that  he  stands  in  need  of  ygu^who  are  but 
dust  and  ashes;  but  because  he  wishes  to  enrich  your 
poverty,  with  the  infinite  treasures  of  his  divinity.  Re- 
flect, therefore,  who  you  are  and  who  he  is,  and  exclaim 
with  the  royal  prophet,  what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mind - 
ful  of  him , or  the  eon  qf  man  that  thou  visitest  him 
(Ps.  8.  5.) 

III.  ' Consider,  Sd.  You  must  prepare  your  soul  for 
the  arrival  of  so  great  a guest  Be  prepared,  says  the 
prophet  Amos,  to  meet  thy  God,  0 Israel.  (Ams.  4.  12.) 
Wherefore,  purify  it  first,  as  perfectly  as  you  are  able, 
not  only  from  all  mortal  guilt,  but  also  from  all  venal  sin; 
for  blessed  are  the  clean  qf  heart,  says  Jesus  Christ,  J^r 
they  shall  see  God . (Mat.  5.  8.)  Enkindle  afterwards 
in  your  soul  an  ardent  love,  that  you  may  long  retain  yoqr 
heavenly  guest  with  you;  for  he  says,  if  any  one  love  me, 
&c.  we  willcome  to  him  and  make  our  abode  with  him » 


(Jno.  14.  23.) 


THE  FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  ALL-SAINTS. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  in  the  Sacrament  aa  King. 

MORX1NO  XlfTSBrAXMMSlIT. 

Today  I will  dice  with  the  Wag.— (Eft  V.  12*) 

[This  and  the  other  Meditations . for  the  Sundays  qf 
tfiis  month,  are  to  be  placed  between  week  and  weeh^ 
as  they  come  in  their  turn. 1 

I.  Consider,  1st  Jesus  Christ  is- truly  a king;  the 
King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords.  Hi*  empire  does  not 
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extend  over  one  nation  only,  but  over  heaven  and  earth9 
I angels  and  men.  I am  appointed  King  by  him  over 
I Zion,  &c.  (Ps.  2.  6.)  and  not  for  a limited  time  only,  as 
are  the  kings  of  the  earth,  but  forever  and  ever.— 
(Ex.  15.  18.)  Consequently,  every  service  and  duty,  all 
homage  and  tribute,  which  subjects  owe  to  their  prince, 
are  due  in  an  eminent  degree  from  you  to  your  King. 
Examine  whether  you  have  hitherto  performed  your 
duty. 

II.  Consider  2d.  What  you  would  do,  were  some  earth- 
ly prince  or  potentate  to  visit  you.  How  carefully  would 
you  put  your  habitation  in  order,  lest  any  thing  might 
offend  the  prince’s  eyes.  How  much  more  pains  ought 
you  to  take  to  adorn  your  soul,  and  render  it  a fit  habi- 
tation for  the  King  of  heaven,  who  condescends  to  visit 
you  in  the  holy  Eucharist!  A house  is  preparing  not 
for  man,  as  the  prophet  says,  but  for  God.  ( 1 . Par.  29.  1 .) 
The  women  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Esther,  spent  a 
vhole  year  in  preparing  themselves  to  appear  but  once 
before  king  Assuerus:  For  six  months  they  were  anoint- 
ed with  oil  of  myrrh,  and  for  other  six  months  they  used 
certain  perfumes  and  sweet  spices . (Es.  2.  12.)  How 
much  greater  care  ought  Christians  to  employ,  in  pre- 
paring themselves  to  appear  worthily  before  their  Lord ! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Princes  of  this  world  are  accustomed 
to  send  before  them  furniture  and  provisions  befitting 
their  dignity,  to  the  place  which  they  intend  to  visit. 

i Entreat  Jesus  Christ  to  do  the  same  in  your  regard,  to 
) relieve  your  spiritual  poverty.  Besides  if  you  wish  to 
[ entertain  him,  as  he  desires,  you  must  divest  yourself  of 
erery  carnal  and  worldly  affection,  and  listen  with  all 
submission  to  his  interior  inspirations.  Incline  thine 
ear  and  forget  thy  people,  and  thy  father's  house,  says 
the  royal  psalmist,  and  the  King  will  greatly  desire  thy 
beauty.  (Ps.  44.  11.) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NOVEMBER. 


THE  SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  ALL-SAINTS. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Father. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I will  arise  and  go  to  my  Father. — [Luk.  xv.  17.1 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Almighty  God,  though  he  be  infi- 
nitely powerful  and  rich,  and  in  regard  to  whom  all  his 
creatures  are  as  a drop,  qf  a bucket , and  as  the  small- 
est grain  qf  a balance  (Is.  40.  15.)  does  not  disdain  to 
be  called,  and  to  be  really,  our  Father,  He  condescends 
in  some  respect  to  be  our  only  Father;  for  Jesus  Christ 
says,  Call  none  your  Father  upon  earthy  for  he  is  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven . (Mat.  23.  9.)  Christ  him- 
self would  be  styled  by  a special  title  the  Father  qf  the 
world  to  qome*  (Is.  9.  6.)  and  not  content  with  this,  he 
assumes  sSiftethmg  more  than  even  the  affection  of  a 
mother : If  she  should  forget  her  childy  he  says,  yet 
will  not  I far  get  thee . (Is.  49.  15.)  Reflect  deeply 
how  perfectly  Christ  performs  both  of  these  offices.— 
He  net  only  gives  us  a spiritual  life,,  hut  he  nourishes  us 
with  his  own  most  precious  body  and  blood. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  you,  like  another  prodigal 

son,  have  abandoned  a father  so  good  and  so  affection- 
ate; and  employed  yourself  like  him  in  feeding  swine. 
He  is  however  still  ready  to  receive  you  again,  and 
clothe  you  with  his  costly  robe;  for,  as  a father  has  com- 
passion on  his  children , so  has  the  Lord  compassion  on 
those  who  fear  himy  for  he  knoweth  our  frame . (P;s. 

102.  13.)  He  expects  you  to-day  in  the  Eucharist,  and 
with  open  arms  wishes  to  embrace  you.  Dispose  your- 
self, then,  to  receive  him  in  the  most  worthy  manner. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  To  dispose  your  soul  in  the  best 
manner  to  receive  Jesus  Christ,  you  must,  in  the  first 
place,  humbly  beg  pardon  for  your  offences  committed 
against  him.  Father  1 have  sinned  against  heaven  and 
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before  thee . (Luk.  15.  18.)  Secondly,  you  must  form 
a resolution  of  never  more  abandoning  him;  but  of  imi- 
tating the  perfections  of  your  heavenly  Father,  according 
to  the  words  of  the.  Apostle:  Be  ye  therefore  follower a 
if  God  aa  moat  dear  children,  (Ep.  5.  1.)  You  must 
therefore,  with  a filial  confidence,  represent  to  your  hea- 
venly Father,  all  your  weaknesses  and  your  wants,  when 
he  visits  you,  for  if  Fathere  know  how  to  give  good  gif  to 
to  their  children  how  much  more  will  your  Father  from 
heaven  give  the  good  afiirit  to  thoae  who  aak  him . (Luk. 
11.13.) 


THE  THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  ALL-SAINTS. 

On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Brother. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Who  shall  give  thee  to  me,  for  my  brother,  sucking  the 
breasts  Of  my  mother,  that  I may  find  thee  without,  and  kiss 
thee. — [Can.  viii.  1.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  To  make  us  more  sensible  of  his 
love  for  us,  Jesus  Christ  has  adopted  not  only  the  name 
of  our  Father,  but  even  that  of  our  Brother.  Thus,  by 
placing  himself  on  a certain  equality  with  us,  (which  is 
accustomed  to  be  the  case  between  brothers)  he  insinu- 
ates himself  in  a more  familiar  manner  into  our  favour, 
for  which  reaaon>  as  St.  Paul  writes,  he  ia  not  aahamed 
to  call  them  brethren , aayingj  I will  declare  thy  name 
to  my  brethren . (Heb.  2.  11,1 2.)  Go  tell  my  bre - 
threny  he  says,  that  they  go  into  Gallilee.  (Mat.  28.  10.) 
Reflect  what  an  honour  it  is  to  be  the  brother  of  so  great 
a prince;  and  if  as  the  wise  man  says,  a brother  helfied 
by  a brother  ia  like  a atrong  cityy  (Prov.  18.  19.)  wljat 
help  and  comfort  , may  you  not  expect  to  receive  from 
such  a brother. 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  And  reflect  on  your  cruel  conduct 
towards  your  brother;  for  you  have  sold  him  not  for 
twenty  pieces  of  silver,  as  did  the  sons  of  Jacob  their 
brother  Joseph,  but  perhaps  for  some  transient  or  de- 
grading passion.  Like  another,  and  a more  guilty  Cain9 
you  have  murdered  this  innocent  brother  Abel  of  yours* 
by  your  sins,  and  nailed  him  to  a cross.  Yet  he  has  for- 
given you,  and  now  invites  you  to  himself,  saying  with 
Joseph,  Tam  Joseph,  your  brother , be  not  afraid,  come 
to  me  and  Infill  give  you  all  the  good  things  of  Egypt 9 
that  you  may  eat  the  marrow  of  the  land.  (Gen.  45. 
4,  5,  18.)  And  what  is  this  marrow  of  the  land,  but  his 
own  most  precious  body  and  blood,  the  com  of  the  cho- 
sen ones , and  wine  which  maketh  virgins  spring  forth . 
(Zac.  9.  IT.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  you  ought  to  meet  this  di- 
vine brother  of  yours.  Imitate  Jacob,  who  went  with 
great  presents  to  meet  his  angry  brother  Esau.  (Gen. 
33.  10.)  Let  your  presents  be  first  a contrite  and  hum- 
ble heart,  (Ps.  50.  19.)  which  he  will  never  despise.— - 
Secondly,  a firm  determination  of  never  sinning  again 
against  your  brother.  (Gen.  42.  2L)  Thirdly,  a de- 
sire of  imitating  his  virtues,  in  order  that,  by  rendering 
your  life  and  conduct  like  hb,  he  may  appear  to  be  what 
he  really  is,  the  first  bom  among  many  brethren 
(Rom.  8.  29.) 


THE  FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  ALL-SAINTS. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Master. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

The  Master  is  come  and  calleth  for  thee.— {Jno.  xi.  28.) 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  ignorant  mankind  generally 
are  in  heavenly  things,  and  in  die  great  affair  of  salvation: 
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we  often  call  evil  goody  and  good  evil / we  fiut  dark - 
ness  for  lighty  and  light  for  darkness.  {Is.  5.  20.)  We 
oiten  make  virtues  of  our  vices,  and  real  virtue  we  con- 
sider folly.  To  remedy  this  moral  defect  in  man,  the 
eternal  Wisdom  of  the  Father  descended  from  heaven  to 
be  our  master, -and  teach  us  the  ways  of  truth.  Ye  call 
me  master  and  Lordy  he  says  of  himself,  and  ye  say 
well,  for  so  lam.  (Jno.  13.  13} 

EE.  Consider,  2d.  How  willingly  and  attentively  you 
ought  to  listen  to  this  master,  in  whom  are  hidden  all 
the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge.  (Col.  2.  3.) 
The  principal  incitement  to  leamy  says  St.  Ambrose,  is 
the  excellency  of  the  master.  (Am.  Lib.  2 de  vir.)— 
What  master  can  be  more  excellent  than  Christ  himself, 
who  being  the  infinite  and  uncreated  wisdom  of  his  Fa- 
ther, can  neither  deceive  nor  be  deceived?  The  Queen 
of  the  South  came  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  to  hear 
the  wisdom  of  8olomony  and  behold"  a greater  than  So - 
lomon  is  here.  (Mat.  12.  42.)  He  is  ready  in  the  Eu- 
charist to  receive  you,  and  teach  you  the  science  of  saints, 
and  the  ways  of  salvation,  if  you  present  yourself  with 
proper  dispositions. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  A due  preparation  is  necessary  on 
your  part,  if  you  wish  to  listen  with  profit  to  the  lessons 
of  this  divine  master.  He  requires  that  his  scholars 
should  be  iirst  pure  from  all  sin;  for  wisdom  will  not 
enter  into  a malicious  souly  nor  dwell  in  a body 
subject  to  sin.  (Wis.  1.  4.)  Secondly,  humble  and 
little  in  their  own  eyes;  for  he  says  to  his  Father,  thou 
hast  hidden  these  things  from  the  wise  and  the  prudent , 
and  hast  revealed  them  to  little  ones.  (Mat.  11.  25.) 
Third,  mortified  and  detached  from  wordly  things,  for 
whom  shall  he  teach  knowledge?  and  whom  shall  he 
make  to  understand  the  hearing?  Those  who  are  wean - 
ed  from  the  milky  who  are  drawn  away  from  the  breasts . 
{Is.  28.  9.)  Take  care,  then,  that  you  be  thus  disposed 
and  prepared  to  meet  him. 
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On  the  end  of  Man. 

PART  FIRST. 

L Consider,  1st.  What  you  were  a hundred  years 
ago;  absolutely  nothing,  and  so  you  would  have  been  for-' 
ever,  if  God  had  not  deigned  to  give  you  an  existence. 
He  could  have  given  to  the  original  matter,  of  which  you 
were  made,  an  infinite  number  of  other  forms,  but  he 
was  pleased  to  endow  it  with  a rational  soul,  and  give 
you  a being  among  men.  But  for  what  object  ? Not 
to  trifle  away  your  time  and  existence  in  folly,  not  to 
pursue  the  honors  and  pleasures  and  vanities  of  this 
world  nor  finally  to  terminate  your  lives  like  irrational 
creatures.  The  Lord  has  made  all  things  for  himself* 
(P toy.  16.  4.)  It  is  your  duty  then  to  serve  and  worship 
him  in  this  world,  that  you  may  attain  life  everlasting  in 
the  next. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  excellence  of  this  end.  Every 

other  living  creature  is  created,  stooping  to  the  earth, 
and  is  possessed  of  a soul,  that  ends  with  its  body. 
Man  alone  is  raised  to  the  sublime  dignity  of  blessing 
and  praising  his  creator  in  a rational  manner,  and  after 
a short  and  virtuous  life,  of  being  crowned  with  immor- 
tal glory.  With  good  reason  holy  David,  full  of  admi- 
ration, exclaims:  What  is  man9  that  thou  art  mindful 

of  him?— thou  hast  made  him  a little  less  than  the 
angels9  thou  hast  crowned  him  with  glory  and  honor 
and  hast  set  him  over  the  works  qf  thy  hands . (Ps. 
8.  5.  6.  7.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Under  what  obligations  you  are  to 
your  creator,  for  so  great  a favour;  and  how  diligently 
you  ought  to  direct  your  whole  life  to  his  honor  and  ser- 
irice.  These  ought  to  be  the  only  object  of  your  actions, 
and  even  of  your  thoughts.  Wherefore  say  with  the 
prophet,  I will  bless  the  Lord  at  all  times>  his  praise 
shall  be  always  in  my  mouth.  (Ps.  33.  1.)  You  were 
bom  for  heaven,  take  care  that  you  do  not  “ degenerate 
from  the  lofty  thoughts  of  the  sons  of  God,”  take  care 
that  you  do  not  carry  in  an  upright  and  straight  body. 
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* crooked  souls  (Bernard  in  Cant.  Ser.  24,)  that  is,  a soul 
Unnaturally  inclined  to  the  fleeting  objects  of  this  world. 


On  the  End  of  Man. 

PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Since  the  object  of  your  existence 
is  to  praise  and  serve  God  alone,  and  since  the  means 
relating  to  any  end  are  good  or  bad  only,  in  as  much  as 
they  help  us  to  attain  that  end,  or  withdraw  us  from  it, 
so  it  is  evident,  that  you  ought  to  make  use  of  creatures 
only  in  as  much  as  they  further  the  attainment  of  that 
object,  and  to  avoid  them,  when  they  withdraw  you  from 
it.  Therefore  you  are  not  to  desire  riches,  honor, 
Bor  the  conveniences  of  this  life,  nor  even  health,  only 
that  they  may  help  you  to  praise  and  serve  God.  Where* 
fore  the  devout  author  of  the  Imitation  of  Christ  says  well, 
better  is  the  humble  peasant , that  serves  God,  than  the 
proud  philosopher , who  neglecting  himself,  meditates  on 
the  course  of  the  heavens . (Ira.  Chr.  Book  1.  c.  2.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  examine  if* you  possess  any 
disordered  affections  for  the  irrational  objects  mentioned 
above.  Examine  whether  you  be  willing  to  suffer 
poverty,  reproach,  sickness  and  even  death  itself,  if 
God’s  glory  could  be  increased  by  it  Offer  yourself, 
to  your  creator,  with  perfect  indifference  to  all  things,  so 
far  as  they  may  add  to  his  glory.  Say  with  the  prophet 
my  heart  is  ready , O God , my  heart  is  ready , (Ps.  107. 
28;)  and  with  Christ,  not  as  I will , but  as  thou  wilt , 
thy  will  be  done.  (Mat.  26.  39,  42.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  irrationally  those  men  live, 
who  in  their  actions  pursue  any  other  object  than  God, 
who  mispena  their  time  in  seeking  honors,  riches  and 
pleasures.  Their  conduct  is  as  foolish  as  would  be  that 
of  the  mariner,  who  wishing  to  sail  to  the  north,  steers 
towards  the  east,— neither  will  arrive  at  the  end  of  his 
journey.  Of  such  the  prophet  speaks  when  he  says 
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ye  have  towed  much  and  brought  in  little:  ye  have 
eaten  but  have  not  had  enough ; ye  have  drunkj  but 
have  not  been  filled  with  drink.  (Agg.  1.  6.)  In  fine, 
they  spend  their  days  in  wealthy  and  in  a moment  they 
go  down  to  hell . (Job.  21.  13.)  Do  not  follow  their 
example. 


On  the  duty  of  Man  towards  God . 

FIRST  PART. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  whole  duty  of  man  in  regard  to 

his  God  is  comprised  in  this  short  sentence:  Decline 

from  evil  and  do  good.  (Ps.  36.  27.)  These  are  the 
two  principal  points  in  a Christian  life;  they  are  the  two 
wings,  on  which  we  must  fly  to  heaven,  and  secure  die 
kingdom  of  God.  In  regard  to  the  first  point,  the  life  qf 
man  ufion  earthy  is  declared  in  holy  scripture  to  be  a 
continual  warfare;  (Job.  9.  28,) — and  Christians  are 
termed  soldiers,  because  it  is  their  duty  to  stand  on  their 
guard,  and  resist  the  suggestions  of  the  enemy  and  his 
temptations  to  sin. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  this  warfare  we  are  to  combat 
sin,  even  to  death;  we  must  never  desist,  or  think  our- 
selves secure,  but  always  stand  under  arms  with  watch- 
ful care  and  fear.  Job,  with  all  his  virtue,  examined 
and  feared  the  smallest  of  his  actions.  David,  though  a 
man  according  to  God’s  own  heart,  did,  in  his  own  em- 
phatical  language,  continually  sweep  his  spirit.  (Ps. 
76.  7.)  The  baptist  although  sanctified  in  his  mother’s 
womb,  led  a retired  and  austere  life,  for  fear  “ lest;  (as 

* the  church  sings  of  him)  he  might  stain  his  life,  with  a 
slight  fault  of  the  tongue.”  (Hymn  ad  M^.  festi.)  St. 
Paul,  though  he  was  confirmed  in  a;race  and  wrapt  to 
the  third  heaven,  notwithstanding  said  of  himself,  I so 
fight  not  as  one  beating  the  air . But  I chastise  my  body 
and  bring  it  into  subjection.  (1.  Cor.  9.  26.)  Consider 
nothing  then  too  difficult,  in  order  to  avoid  sin. 


Digitized  by  Google 


NOVEMBER. 


89 

III.  Consider,  3d.  We  must  not  only  avoid  the  actual 
commission  of  sin,  but  also  shun  every  consent  of  the 
mind  to  it.  Beware  thou  consent  not  to  sin  at  any  time 
(Job,  4.  6.)  Resist  every  suggestion  to  sin,  and  all 
delectation  in  it,  for  as  St.  Gregory  remarks,  In  suggest 
tion  is  the  seed  of  sin , in  delectation  the  nourishment , in 
consent  the  perfection  or  consummation . (Greg,  ad  In. 
lib.  Aug.  Cantuar.)  Examine,  what  caution  you  employ, 
and  what  guard  you  place  over  your  thoughts,  words  and 
actions;  how  you  avoid  the  occasions  of  danger  and  resist 
the  suggestions  of  the  Devil,  the  world  and  the  flesh.— 
Assume,  with  the  saints  of  God,  your  spiritual  arms; 
they  are  prayer  and  mortification.  With  these  you  will 
be  enabled  to  ‘achieve  a glorious  victory,  and  merit  an 
immortal  crown. 


On  the  Duty  of  Man  towards  God. 

PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  second  branch  of  the  Chris* 
ban’s  duty  is  to  labour  in  the  exercise  of  good  works, 
in  order  to  please  his  creator.  Wherefore,  heaven  is 
sometimes  spoken  of  in  holy  writ,  as  a valuable  pearly 
at  other  times,  as  a treasure  hidden  in  a field)  (Mat.  13. 
44.)  which  we  are  to  discover  with  pains  ana  labour, 
and  to  sell  all,  that  we  have,  to  purchase : sometime* 
again,  as  a prize,  which  we  $re  to  gain,  by  running  the 
race  of  virtue  and  perfection,  (Cor.  9.  24.)  and  eveiy 
where  as  the  crown  and  reward  of  meritorious  actions,  ft 
is  your  duty  to  perform  the  part  of  an  industrious  meiv 
chant  and  by  good  works  to  lay  up  to  yourselves  trea- 
sures in  heaven.  (Mat.  6.  20.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  motives,  which  ought  to  in* 
duce  you  to  labour  in  the  pursuit  and  increase  of  virtue. 
1st.  The  win  of  your  heavenly  Father,  For  this  is  the 
will  of  God— your  sanctification . (1.  Thes.  4.  3.}  2<fly* 
The  name  of  Christian,  ^hose  profession  is  sanettfy; 
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therefore  Christians  are  called  by  the  apostle,  a chosen 

feneration , a royal  priesthood,  a holy  nation . (1st* 
et.  2.  9.)  3dly.  The  examples  of  saints  of  both  sexes,, 
of  all  ages  and  conditions.  By  these  examples  St. 
Augustine  frequently  encouraged  himself,  by  inquiring. 
Cannot  you  do , what  such  and  such  have  done  ? viz. 
tender  youths  and  timorous  virgins.  4thly.  The  great- 
ness of  the  reward.— Be  glad  and  rejoice, for  your  re- 
ward is  very  great  in  heaven.  (Mat.  5.  12.). 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  many  helps  which  God  ha&> 
afforded  you  for  your  spiritual  profit.  1st.  His  divine 
word  communicated  to  you  in  holy  scripture,  sermons 
and  pious  books,  by  which  he  informs  your  understand- 
ing and  inflames  your  will.  2dly.  His  holy  grace,  which 
he  is  always  ready  to  give  you,  to  enable  you  to  com- 
mence, prosecute  and  complete  any  good  work.  3dly. 
The  sacraments,  instituted  by  Christ,  to  give  us  a spiri- 
tual life,  and  to  nourish  and  strengthen  us  in  it.  4thly. 
The  life,  merits  and  passion  of  our  Saviour,  who  is  the 
way , and  the  truths  and  the  life.  (Jno.  14. 6.)  And,  who 
gave  himse\f  for  us,  that  He  might  redeem  us  from  alk 
iniquity , and  purjfy  unto  himself  a people  acceptable , 
zealous  of  good  works.  (Tit  2.  14.)  Let  not  these 
helps  be  thrown  away  on  you. 


On  the  Impediments  to  our  Duty  in  regard  to 
God:  or  on  Sin. 

i 

THE  SIN  OF  LUCIFER  AND  HIS  APO STATE  ANGELS. 

Our  first  duty  is  to  remove  every  impediment,  which 
may  prevent  us  from  attaining  the  end  of  our  creation, 
and  from  serving  God ; and  then  procure  a supply  of 
virtue.  Now  this  impediment,  (and  it  is  the  only  one) 
is  sin,  the  guilt  and  detestable  nature  of  which  you  may 
learn,  by  meditating  the  fall ‘of  Lucifer,  and  then  that  of 
our  first  parents. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  what  a glorious  state  Lucifer  and 
hi?  companions  were  created*  Of  them  are  understood 
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the  words  of  Ezekiel  [28.  12.]  Thou  wait  the  seal 
qf  resemblance^  full  of  wisdom  and  perfect  in  beauty , 
thou  wast  in  the  pleasure  of  the  paradise  of  God , every 
precio  us  stone  was  thy  covering , the  Sardius  the  Topaz , 
&c.  These  precious  ornaments  were:  l9t.  Pure  spiri- 

tuality, without  any  material  combination.  2dly.  Im- 
mortality. 3dly.  Superior  subtilty  of  understanding. 
4thly.  An  universal  knowledge  of  all  inferior  objects. 
5thly.  Strength  and  power  superior  to  all  other  creatures. 
*6thly.  Freewill  and  command  over  their  own  actions. 
7thly.  Eminent  sanctity,  resulting  from  the  gifts  of  grace. 
8thly.  They  were  inhabitants  of  heaven. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  in  a moment,  they  lost  or 

obscured  all  these  ornaments  of  nature  and  grace  by 
pride,  and  (as  all  sinners  do)  by  wishing  for  that,  which 
was  unlawful  for  them.  Reflect,  how  they  were  imme- 
diately cast  headlong  into  hell,  without  hopes  of  mercy. 
Meditate  deeply,  those  words  of  St.  Peter,  \f  God  spar- 
ed not  the  angelsy  that  sinned , but  having  cast  them 
down  into  the  place  of  torments , delivered  them  into 
the  chains  of'  hell  to  be  tormented , the  Lord  knoweth 
how  to  reserve  the  unjust  junto  the  day  of judgment  to 
be  tormented.  (2.  Peter,  2.  4.)  &c.  » 

III.  Consider,  3d.  and  apply  these  reflections  to 
yourself.  Reflect,  1st.  What  gifts  and  benefits,  you  have 
received  from  God.  2dly.  How  you  have  abused  them, 
even  against  God  himself.  3dly.  The  sin  of  the  angels 
was  but  one,  and  the  sin  of  a moment;  yours  deliberate 
and  innumerable  in  thought,  word  and  deed.  Wonder, 
lament,  and  implore  mercy. 

ON  THE  SIN  OF  OUR  FIRST  PARENTS  IN  PARADISE. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  happy  state  in  which  almighty 
God  created  Adam  and  Eve.  1st.  They  were  created 
to  the  likeness  of  God , and  endowed  with  freewill.  2dly. 
They  were  then  immortal  and  not  subject  to  any  thing 
of  misery.  3dly.  They  were  supplied  with  abundant 
graces.  4thly.  Their  inferior  appetites  were  perfectly 
subject  to  reason,  in  consequence  of  the  original  justice, 
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which  they  possessed.  5thly.  Nothing  was  wanting,  no- 
thing more  could  be  desired,  in  this  terrestrial  paradise  in 
which  they  dwelt.  6thly.  From  this  earthly  paradise  they 
were  destined  to  ascend  to  heaven,  without  dying,  or  expe- 
riencing  the  pains,  which  mortals  now  suffer,  when  they 
leave  this  world.  How  happy  should  we,  who  are 
now  their  guilty  posterity,  be,  had  they  never  sinned  ! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  They  were  commanded  to  abstain 
from  the  fruit  of  a certain  tree.  How  easy  the  com- 
mand 1 But  Satan  induced  the  curious  Eve,  and  she. 
her  husband,  to  transgress  against  the  divine  injunction  ; 
they  were  immediately  rifled  of  the  ornaments  of  grace, 
and  they  fell  under  the  dreadful  sentence.  Dust  thou  art 
and  unto  dust  thou  shalt  return . (Gen.  3.  19.)  What 
misfortunes  has  this  sin  entailed  on  mankind,  and  yet  the 
transgression  seems  trivial.— How  terrible  must  sin  be. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  much  severer  punishments, 
and  how  much  more  terrible  judgments,  you  have  de- 
served, who  have  so  often  and  so  easily  offended  against 
God’s  law ! It  would  have  been  just,  had  you  been 
expelled,  not  as  Adam  was,  from  Paradise,  but  from  this 
world.  You  have  often  offended  him,  and  still  he  waits 
for  your  repentance.  Delay^Hot  then  to  be  converted 
to  the  Lord , and  defer  it  net  from  day  to  day , for  his 
wrath  shall  come  on  a sudden:  and  in  the  time  of  ven- 
geance he  will  destroy  thee . (Ecc.  5.  8,  9.) 


On  the  grievousness  of  mortal  Sin , on  account 
of  the  punishment  due  to  it. 

PART  FIRST. 

I.  Consider,  1st,  God  is  infinitely  just  in  the  inflic- 
tion of  punishment,  which  nevertheless  is  always  (in  the 
language  of  divines)  below  our  deserts,  whilst  his  re- 
wards are  above  our  merits.  Reflect  deeply,  then,  on 
the  grievousness  of  the  offence,  by  considering  the  pun- 
ishment due  to  every  sin.  Enter,  in  imagination)  into 
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hell,  and  view  the  torments  'which  God  has  prepared  for 
even. one  mortal  offence.  Contemplate  those  fiery  re- 
gions— those  torrents  of  sulphur — that  gnawing  of  teeth, 
and  those  shrill  accents  of  furious  agony  and  settled  dis- 
pair,  which  the  reprobate  souls  continually  utter.  Re- 
member they  are  to  endure  forever.  And  which  of  you% 
exclaims  the  prophet,  shall  dwell  in  everlasting  burn - 
ings*  (Is.  33.  14.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  a folly  it  would  be  to  offend 

a sovereign,  by  whom  you  knew  you  would  be  cruelly 
tormented  on  the  rack,  in  consequence  of  your  offence* 
How  much  greater  folly  is  it  to  displease  God  who  can 
destroy  both  body  and  soul  in  hell . (Mat.  10.  28.)  And 
if  so  great  a punishment  be  due  to  one  mortal  sin,  though 
that  is  below  its  deserts,  what  an  excess  of  torments  is 
due  to  your  numerous  transgressions  ! Look  back  on 
the  days  of  your  youth,  and  reflect  what  would  have 
become  of  you,  if  God  had  called  you  from  life,  on  such 
and  such  occasions.  Acknowledge  as  many  distinct 
favours  conferred  on  you  by  God,  as  you  have  committed 
mortal  sins;  they  were  real  favours  or  you  would  now  be 
in  hell.  Say  then,  with  holy  David,  I will  glorify  thy 
name  forever  , for  thy  mercy  is  great  towards  me  : and 
thou  hast  delivered  my  spul  out  of  the  lower  h$lL  (Ps. 
85.12,13.)  . 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  many  obligations  you  are 
under  to  a God  so  patient,  who  has  so  long  expected  you 
to  do  penance.  Beware,  lest  his  patience,  which  you 
have  abused  so  often,  be  changed  into  fury.  Therefore, 
beg  pardon  for  what  is  past,  and  reform  your  conduct  for 
the  future. 


On  the  grievousness  of  mortal  Sin , on  account 
qf  the  dignity  of  the  person  offended. 

PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  greater  is  the  dignity  of  the 
person  offended,  the  greater  is  the  offence;  it  is  a 
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greater  crime  to  wound  a Father  or  a Prince,  than  any 
indifferent  person.  Reflect  deeply  then,  who  it  is  whom 
you  have  so  often  provoked  by  your  sins.  1st.  He  is 
the  God  of  infinite  majesty,  at  whose  beck  the  pillars  of 
Heaven  tremble  and  dread.  (Job,  26.  11.)  2d.  He  is 

omnipotent,  consequently  able  to  torment  you  a thou- 
sand ways,  or  destroy  you  in  a moment.  3d.  He  is  every 
where  present,  for  his  eyes  are  often  upon  all  the  chil- 
dren of  Adam.  (Jer.  32.  19.)  And  yet,  you  have  been  so 
insolent,  as  to  do  those  actions  before  his  eyes,  which  you. 
would  blush  to  do  in  the  sight  of  men. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  numerous  favours  which  you 
have  received  from  God,  for  each  one  of  these  aggra- 
vates your  crime.  1st.  He  has  created  you  out  of  no- 
thing, preserved  you  like  a most  affectionate  Father,  and 
governed  you  as  a tutor.  2dly.  He  has  drawn  you  out  of 
the  jaws  of  hell,  and  redeemed  you  with  his  precious 
blood.  3dly.  He  sanctifies  you  by  his  holy  sacraments, 
prevents  you  by  his  divine  inspirations,  and  continually 
draws  you  by  a thousand  ways,  towards  your  last  end. 
How  coultf  you  find  in  your  heart  to  abuse  so  kind  and 
so  affectionate  a benefactor  and  friend.  Is  this  the  re- 
turn thou  makes t to  the  Lord , 0 foolish  and  sense less 
fteoftle  ? Is  not  he  thy  Father , who  hath  possessed  thee9 
and  made  thee , and  created  thee  ? Thou  hast  forsaken 
the  God  who  begot  thee , and  hast  Jbrgotten  the  Lord , 
who  created  thee.  (Deut.  33.  6,  18.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  much  you  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  your  unblushing  ingratitude,  how  much  you 
should  be  afflicted  for  having  offended  such  majesty ! 
Do  not  abuse  any  longer  so  much  goodness  and  such 
patience,  but  immediately  commence  a life  of  penance, 
lest  thou  treasurest  up  to  thyse\f  wrath  against  the  day 
sf  wrath . (Rom.  2.  5.) 
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0n  the  grievousness  of  mortal  Sin,  on  account 
of  the  baseness  of  the  offender. 

PART  THIRD. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  would  be  deemed  a high  offence 
if  one  prince  were  to  strike* another,  but  much  less  than 
if  a subject  were  thus  to  insult  his  sovereign ; because 
the  offence  is  proportioned  to  the  inequality  that  exists, 
between  the  offending  and  the  offended  parties.  Now 
what  greater  inequality  can  there  be,  than  between  God 
and  yourself?  Reflect  who  you  are,  who  dare  re- 
proach the  living  God  and  the  Lord  of  hosts,  and  in  his 
very  presence  commit  the  most  enormous  crimes,  as  if 
there  were  no  power  in  heaven  to  punish  you.  As  to 
your  body,  you  are  a contemptible  worm,  formed  of  the 
slime  of  die  earth.  Man9 8 day 8 are  as  grass . (Ps.  102* 
15.)  As  the flower  of  the  field  ; a vafiour  which  afifiear - 
ethfor  a little  while . (Jam.  4.  15.)  Never  lose  sight  of 
the  sentence  of  God : Dust  thou  art , and  unto  dust  thou 
shalt  return.  (Gen.  3.  19.)  Why  should  dust  and  ashes 
be  proud? 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  to  your  soul,  what  are  you  ? 
Created  of  nothing,  you  would  return  to  your  original 
non-existence,  unless  God  preserved  you  every  moment. 
Without  his  co-operation  you  could  not  even  move  a 
finger.  2ndly.  You  were  conceived  in  sin,  and  bom  in 
sin,  and  there  is  no  actual  crime  however  heinous,  which 
you  would  not  commit  unless  prevented  by  divine  grace. 
3rdly.  In  regard  to  knowledge,  how  small  a portion  do 
you  possess  ! How  many  objects  are  entirely  unknown 
to  you ! And  as  to  power,  how  little  can  you  do,  and  how 
many  things  lie  without  your  reach ! 

III. '  Consider,  3d.  What  are  you  in  comparison  of 
all  mankind  ? — What  is  all  the  human  race  in  compari- 
son of  the  angels. — -And  what  are  all  the  angels,  when 
compared  with  God  ? The  whole  world  before  thee  is 
as  the  last  grain  of  the  balance , and  as  a drop  of  the 
morning  dew , thatfalleth  down  on  the  earth . (Wis.  11. 
23.)  And  yet  vile  and  impotent  as  you  are,  you  have  had 
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the  effrontery  to  rise  up  against  a God  of  such  majesty 
and  power  and  to  proyoke  him  to  indignation  against  you. 
Learn  humility,  do  penance,  and  M go  and  sin  no  more9 
lest  something  worse  should  happen  to  you.” 


On  the  grievousness  of  mortal  Sin , on  account 
of  the  vilene88  of  the  object. 

PART  FOURTH. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  To  abandon  or  insult  a friend,  who 
deserved  our  affections  is  an  offence,  but  to  abandon  him 
for  some  slight  or  trifling  matter,  would  be  an  aggrava- 
tion of  that  offence.  Now  the  whole  world,  as  Isaiah 
writes,  in  comparison  to  God,  is  nothing.  All  nations  are 
before  him  as  if  they  had  no  being  at  ally  and  are  count- 
ed to  him  as  nothing  and  vanity . (Is.  40.  1 7.)  He  would 
therefore  highly  insult  God,  who  is  the  supreme  and 
everlasting  good,  who  should  abandon  him  only  once,  and 
that  too,  to  gain  the  whole  world  : but  much  more  so  he, 
who  should  contemn  him  for  trifles.  He  complains  of 
this  insolent  folly  of  mankind  by  the  mouth  of  the  pro- 
phet. Be  astonished , O ye  Heavens , at  this  ; and  ye 
gates  thereof  be  very  desolate , saith  the  Lordy  my  people 
have  done  two  evils  : they  have  forsaken  the  fountain  of 
living  watery  and  have  digged  to  themselves  cisterns , 
which  can  hold  no  water . (Jer.  2.  12,  3.)  Ponder  how 
fitly  God  is  termed  the  fountain  of  living  water,  from 
which  flow  all  good  things,  and  how  suitably  all  the  things 
of  this  world  are  called  cisterns,  which  can  hold  no  wa- 
ter, that  is,  which  can  afford  no  means  of  satisfying  the 
cravings  of  an  immortal  soul.  They  seem  at  first  to 
have  something  in  them,  but  in  reality  they  contain  no- 
thing substantial. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  For  what  ti£fles  you  have  forsaken 
God;  perhaps  in  order  that  you  might  please  his  crea- 
tures, indulge  some  shortlived  pleasure,  gratify  some 
propensity,  gam  some  vain  object  of  ambition  or  the  like. 
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IF  Esau  did  a foolish  action  by  selling  his  birth  right  for  a 
meal  of  food,  so  did  Judas  do  a worse  one  by  selling  his 
Lord  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  and  so  did  the  Jews  do 
the  worst  action  of  all  by  preferring  the  miscreant  and 
murderer  Barabbas  to  the  innocent  Jesus.  These  you 
imitate  when  you  prefer  some  base-born  passion,  some 
transient  gratification  or  evil  action,  to  your  God,  and  your 
birth  right  to  heaven. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  you  ought  to  grieve  for  your 
past  sins,  and  redouble  your  caution  for  the  future.  In 
proportion  to  our  sins,  says  St.  Cyprian,  ought  to  be 
our  grief,  for  we  have  a good  Lord , and  according  to 
his  greatness  so  also  is  his  mercy  with  him . (Cyp.  de 
Lap.  and  Eccli.  2.  23.) 


On  the  grievousne88  of  mortal  Sin , on  account 
of  the  evil  consequences  of  it. 

PAET  FIFTH. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Every  one  naturally  avoids  what  Is 
injurious.  Now  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  so  destruc- 
tive as  sin;  hence  Solomon  says:  Sin  maketh  nations 
miserable , (Pr.  14.  34.)  and  he  that  shall  offend  in  one 
point  shall  lose  many  gpod  things . (Eccle.  9.  18.)  Re- 
flect deeply,  then,  on  the  consequences  of  mortal  sin 
in  this  life.  1st  It  obscures  the  understanding,  and  by 
false  reasoning  withdraws  it  from  the  truth..  2ndly.  It 
alienates  the  will  from  the  supreme  and  sovereign  good, 
and  attaches  it  to  fictitious  good,  creating,  at  the  same 
time  a disgust  for  spiritual  things.  3rdly.  It  subjects  and 
enslaves  reason  to  animal  appetite.  4thly.  It  depraves 
i all  the  senses.  5thly.  It  deprives  the  whole  man  of  the 
friendship  and  protection  of  God.  6thly.  It  robs  him  of 
habitual  grace  and  all  the  ornaments  of  virtue,  and  from 
a child  of  God,  converts  him  into  a slave  of  the  devily— * 
from  an  object  of  delight,  into  an  object  of  detestation. 
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II.  Consider,,  2d.  In  the  next  life,  1st.  It  deprives 
man  of  the  vision  of  God,  and  of  those  joys,  which  eye 
hath  not  seen  nor  ear  heard , nor  hath  it  entered  into  the 
heart  qf  man  to  conceive . (1.  Cor.  2.  9.)  2ndly.  It  ex- 
cludes him  from  the  blessed  company  of  saints  and  ah  gels 
forever.  3rdly.  lt  introduces  him  into  indescribable  tor- 
ments, without,  hope  of  redemption.  4thly.  It  subjects 
him  forever  to  the  tyranny  of  the  devil,  his  most  cruel 
enemy,  and  associates  him  with  the  reprobate  souls. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Add  to  all  these  considerations, 
the  reflection,  that  every  sinner  tramples  under  foot,  the 
precious  blood  of  Jesus  Christ,  shed  for  our  transgres- 
sions; converts  the  gifts  of  God  into  arms  against  him; 
and,  in  as  much  as  he  can,  attempts  the  destruction  of 
God  himself,  and  contristates  the  angels  and  saints  of 
God.  Lastly  he  injures  the  world  by  his  evil  example, 
and  the  devil  triumphs.  With  good  reason  then  does 
Ecclesiasticus  exclaim  to  all  the  children  of  Adam,  Flee 
from  Bin  as  from  the  face  qf  a serpent)  the  teeth  thereof 
are  the  teeth  of  a lion , killing  the  souls  qf  men.  (21.  2, 
3.)  Let  not  this  divine  monitor  cry  out  in  vain. 


On  avoiding  venial  Sin , because  it  disposes  to 
mortal  Sin. 

TART  FIRST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  He  who  sincerely  hates  mortal  sin* 
must  make  every  exertion  to  avoid  venial  transgressions, 
for  he  who  contemneth  small  things  shall  fall  by  little 
find  little . (Eccle.  19.  1.)  Venial  sin  disposes  to  mor- 
tal sin.  (Vide  S.  Thom.  1 a.  2.  q.  86.  a.  3.)  1st.  In 
regard  to  the  matter  of  sin,  for  that  matter  is  generally 
of  the  same  nature  in  both  mortal  and  venial  sin,  and 
consequently  when  a person  has  formed  a familiarity 
with  the  smaller  matter,  by  frequent  venial  sins,  he  ea-  | 
sily  passes  to  mortal  guilt  2dly.  In  consequence  of  the 
failure  of  our  own  spiritual  strength,  which  is  diminished  J 
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by  frequent  venial  sins.  Henpe  in  this  state,  we  easily 
fall  under  the  attacks  of  temptation,  for  by  slothfulness 
a building  shall  be  brought  down  and  thro 9 the  weak- 
ness of  hands  the  house  shall  drop,  through . (Eccles. 
‘10,  18.)  3dly.  In  consequence  of  the  substraction  of  the 
divine  assistance,  which  is  frequently  the  consequence 
of  voluntary  venial  sin,  for  that  man  does  not  deserve 
much  help,  who  spares  his  own  exertions.  He  that  sow- 
eth  sparingly  shall  also  reap  sparingly.  (2.  Cor.  9.  6.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  caution  that  man  uses,  who 
has  any  inflammable  matter  in  his  house ; he  spares  no 
exertion  to  prevent  accidents  and  to  ensure  safety.  And 
yet  there  is  no  Bubstance  in  physical  nature  more  inflam- 
mable  than  is  concupiscence  in  moral  nature.  The  man 
who  was  “ according  to  God’s  own  heart,”  by  an  mcau- 
tious  glance  of  the  eye,  fell  first  into  adultery  and  then 
committed  murder.  Guard  then  against  the  least  spark, 
resist  at  the  very  commencement,  and  dash  thy  little 
Ones  against  the  rocky  (Pb.  136.  9.)  that  is,  annihilate 
at  once  the  very  motions  of  sin. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  From  slight  wounds,  when  neglect- 
ed, it  frequently  happens  that  severe  indispositions  en- 
sue, and  not  unfrequently  even  death.  The  same  hap- 
pens to  the  soul  from  venial  sin.  Examine  therefore  all 
your  actions,  and  discover  in  which  you  are  most  liable 
to  receive  spiritual  wounds.  Guard  against  them  in 
time,  and  endeavour  to  refrain  not  only  from  evil,  but,  as 
die  apostle  advises,  from  all  appearance  of  evil.  (1. 
Thes.  5.  22*)  No  caUtioh  can  be  too  great  when  eter- 
nity is  at  stake. 


On  avoiding  venial  Sin , on  account  df  the  evtl 
consequences  qf  it. 

FART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  ought  to  avoid  venial  sin,  not 
only  because  it  disposes  to  mortal  guilt,  but  also  in  con- 
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sequence  of  its  own  proper  and  intrinsic  deformity.  St 
Augustine  says  that  venial  sins  are  to  the  soul,  what  ulcers 
are  to  the  body,  they  deface  its  spiritual  beauty  and  dis- 
grace it  in  the  eyes  of  its  heavenly  spouse.  Those  who  are 
dressed  in  white  robes  are  cautious  when  they  pass  over 
muddy  roads.  Souls  invested  with  habitual  grace  are 
whiter  than  snow9  fiurer  than  milky  fairer  than  sap* 
phire . (Lam.  4.  7.)  What  care  then  ought  to  be  taken 
to  preserve  their  purity  from  the  least  blemish,  as  we 
pass  through  the  contaminated  ways  of  this  world. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  There  are  other  evils,  which  ve- 
nial sins  entail,  particularly  if  they  be  frequent.  1st* 
They  cool  the  fervour  of  charity,  and  weaken  our  atten- 
tion, to  the  one  thing  necessary.  2dly.  They  retard 
the  soul  in  its  progress  in  virtue  and  “ press  upon  it  like 
a burden/*  3dly.  They  lessen  the  merit  of  good  works 
in  the  same  manner  as  dying  fie*  spoil  the  sweetness  of 
the  ointment.  (Eccles.  10.  1.)  4thly.  They  are  impedi- 
ments to  prayer  and  they  diminish  our  devotion.  5thly. 
They  counteract  the  effects  of  the  sacraments.  6tlily. 
They  give  our  arch  enemy  a cause  of  triumph,  whilst 
they  displease  the  angels  and  saints : and  lastly  they 
force  God  himself  to  dislike  us,  for  of  such  souls  he 
says,  I would  thou  wert  cold  or  hot9  but  because  thou  art 
lukewarm , and  neither  cold  nor  hot , I will  begin  to  vo- 
mit  thee  out  qf  my  mouth.  (Ap.  3.  15.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  From  these  principles  it  is  evident, 
that  it  is  not  lawful,  even  to  save  the  whole  world,  to 
commit  one  venial  sin.  And  yet  how  many  have  you 
committed,  and  why  have  you  committed  them!  Al- 
though every  Christian  is  bound  to  avoid  them,  yet, 
those,  who  have  especially  bound  themselves  to  imitate 
Jesus  Christ  in  perfection,  ought  to  shun  them  in  a pecu- 
liar manner.  God  enjoins  every  one  of  his  levites  to  be 
perfect  and  without  spot9  before  the  Lord  his  God* 
(Deu.  18.  13.)  Examlhe  your  life  and  your  actions,  and 
lor  the  future  attempt  to  lead  a spotless  life,  for  it  is  a 
tehrible  thing  to  offend  the  Lord  your  God, 
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On  avoiding  venial  Sin , in  consequence  of  the 
punishments,  which  it  deserves. 

PART  THIRD. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  words  of  royal  David,  thou 
art  jus\  0 Lord , and  thy  judgment  is  righteous . (Ps. 
118.  137.)  This  just  Lord,  however,  has  inflieted  the 
most  severe  punishments  on  sins,  which  according  to 
the  opinions  of  most  divines  were  only  veniaL  lstly. 
He  struck  Mary  the  sister  of  Moses  with  a leprosy, 
(Num.  12.  10.)  for  only  lightly  murmering  against  her 
brother,  notwithstanding  his  earnest  supplication  for  his 
sisters  pardon.  2dly.  He  struck  the  two  sons  of  Aaron 
with  sudden  death,  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people,  be- 
cause, in  haste,  they  used  in  their  thuribles,  unsanctified 
fire,  fire  coming  out  from  the  Lord  destroyed . them . 
(Lev.  10.  2.)  3diy.  He  commanded  a poor  man  to  be 
stoned  to  death,  for  having  gathered  a few  sticks  on  the 
sabbath  day.  (Num.  15.  35.)  Lastly  he  inflicted  death 
on  Moses,  before  he  could  enter  the  promised  land,  al- 
though he  most  ardently  desired  to  enter  it;  and  his  fault, 
as  the  holy  fathers  expounded  it,  was  some  small  degree 
of  diffidence,  when  God  commanded  him  to  strike  the 
rock.  Compare  these  and  other  examples  with  your 
faults,  and  you  will  discover  that  you  have  deserved  more 
severe  punishments.  Shudder  at  the  idea,  and  repent 

II.  Consider,  2d.  God  has  ordained  more  severe 
punishments  than  these,  for  venial  sin,  after  life  is  oVer, 
m purgatory.  The  purgative  fire,  writes  St.  Augustine, 
will  be  more  severe  than  any  pain  whatsoever,  that  can 
be  seen,  felt , or  even  understood  in  this  lift . (Aug. 
ser.  41.  de  sanctis.)  There  every  debt,  which  has  been 
contracted,  will  be  exacted  to  the  last  farthing,  and  no 
satisfaction  will  suffice  but  suffering:  and  which  of  you, 
exclaims  Isaias,  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire!  (Is. 
33.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Since  you  would  not  consent  to 
remain,  even  for  a very  short  time,  in  flames,  even  to 
gain  the  whole  world,  how  reasonable  it  is,  that  you 
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should  begin  to  do  penance  for  what  is  past.  If  through 
human  frailty  you  cannot  avoid  every  venial  sin,  shun  at 
least  those  of  greater  consequence,  and  endeavour  con- 
tinually to  diminish  their  number,  in  order  that  the  pur - 
gative  fire , as  St.  Augustine  again  remarits,  may  find 
little  or  nothing  in  you  to  consume . (Aug.  ubi  Sup.) 


ON  THE  REMEDIES  AGAINST  SIN. 

On  j Death. 

PART  FIRST. 

Having  considered  the  heinousness  of  sin,  it  is  now 
proper  to  apply  the  most  efficacious  remedies  against  it, 
among  which  none  are  more  so  than  the  meditation  of 
the  four  last  things,  and  first  of  death. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  then,  death  is  absolutely  inevitable 
and  certain.  It  is  appointed  for  men  once  to  die 
(Heb.  9.  97.)  Nothing  is  more  certain,  nothing  can  be 
more  evident.  All  that  have  gone  before  us,  heroes, 
emperors,  princes,  bishops,  popes,  have  all  died  at  last,— 
no  dignity,  no  power,  no  influence  could  screen  them 
from  the  universal  necessity  of  paying  the  debt  of  na- 
ture. Thou  hast  appointed  his  bounds , which  cannot 
be  pasty  says  holy  Job.  (Job,  14.  5.)  Believd,  there- 
fore, this  simple,  but  all-important,  and  all-eloquent 
truth:— -you  too  must  die. 

II.  Consider,  3d.  As  to  time,  place,  manner,  fee.  of 
your  death,  nothing  can  be  more  uncertain.  How  many 
sudden  accidents  nave  you  read  of,  heard  of,  and  even 
witnessed!  How  many  have  been  struck  with  the  unerring 
shafts  of  death,  whilst  they  were  eating,  drinking,  sleep- 
ing, or  diverting  themselves!  When  wul  your  turn  arrive?  1 
What  if  it  should  arrive  at  this  moment?  Are  you  ready? 
What  says  conscience?  In  consequence  of  this  fearful 
uncertainty,  Christ  frequently  and  most  emphatically  ex- 
horts us  to  be  always  ready:  Watch  ye  thertforcy  he  sajnfe 
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for  ye  know  not  when  the  Lord  qf  the  house  cometh,  at 
even,  or  at  midnighty  or  at  the  cock  crowingy  or  in  the 
morning.  (Mat.  13.  35.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  We  can  only  die  once.  If  we 
die  a bad  death,  we  cannot  recover  ourselves;  if  we 
die  well,  all  will  be  well  forever,  ff-thc  tree  fall  to  the 
eouthy  or  to  the  northy  in  nohat  filace  soever  it  shall 
fully  there  shall  it  be.  (Eccles.  11.  3.)  There  will  be 
no  more  time  or  place  for  repentance.  Take  care,  then, 
that  by  leading  a good  life,  you  may  be  always  ready, 
and  the  tree  always  fall  on  the  right  side.  Consider 
your  present  state,  and  examine  whether  there  be  any 
thing  on  your  conscience,  which  you  would  be  sorry  for 
on  your  death  bed.  Impress  this  thought  deeply  on 
jour  mind,  that  to  perish  once  is  to  be  lost  forever. 


On  Death. — How  terrible  it  is. 

♦ 

PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  miserable  state  of  a dyinfe 
man,  stretched  out  on  his  death  bed,  and  hastening  to 
dissolution.  Reflect  on  the  terrible  pains,  which  he  will 
have  to  suffer.  The  sins  of  his  past  life  will  rush  into 
his  mind,  and  the  recollection  of  his  having  lost  so  much 
time  in  vhnity  and  trifles,  of  his  having  despised  and  neg- 
lected so  many  of  God’s  graces,  will  torture  his  memory. 
He  will  perhaps  have  reason  to  wish  for  one  hour  more, 
in  which  to  do  salutary  penance,  when  he  may  not  obtain 
it  because  he  has  neglected  so  many.  He  would  not 
have  blessing,  and  it  shall  be  far  from  him,  says  holy 
David.  (Ps.  108.  18.)  Oh,  with  what  regret  will  the  sin- 
ner exclaim  at  that  awful  moment.  What  hath  pride 
profited  usy  or  what  advantage  hath  the  boasting  of 
riches  brought  us  ? (Wis.  5.  8.) 

II.  'Consider,  2d.  The  sorrow,  which  the  sinner  will 
feel  at  leaving  the  things  of  this  world  and  their  enjoy- 
ments; that  objecty  says  St.  Augustine,  is  not  abandoned 
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without  t lain , which  is  possessed  with  delight.  (Aug.  • 
Ser  dc  In.)  In  that  hour,  however,  relations  and  friends, 
riches  and  enjoyments,  and  pleasures  are  all  to  be  aban- 
doned, without  the  hope  of  recovering  them.  For  we 
brought  nothing  into  this  world , says  the  apostle,  and 
certainly  we  can  carry  nothing  out . (1st.  Tim.  6.  7.) 

The  author  of  Ecclesiasticus  then  justly  exclaims,  0 
death , how  bitter  is  the  remembrance  of  thee , to  a man , 
who  has  peace  in  his  possessions . (41.  1.)  Divest  your- 
self therefore  of  worldly  affections  in  time,  that  there 
may  be  nothing,  which  you  will  have  to  leave  with 
regret  at  the  hour  of  death. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  anguish  and  perplexity  of  mind, 
which  every  one  will  experience,  in  consequence  of  his 
uncertainty  in  regard  to  the  future.  The  moment,  in 
which  their  irrevocable  doom  will  be  pronounced  is  at 
hand,  and  yet  man  knoweth  not  whether  he  be  worthy 
of  love  or  hatred . (Eccles.  9.  1.)  The  devil  will  be 
there  to  tempt  you  to  despair.  Consider  what,  at  that 
moment,  you  would  wish  to  have  doae  during  life,  and 
do  it,  before  it  be  too  late. 


On  Death. — On  the  horror  of  a Corpse. 

PART  THIRD. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  will  become  of  the  body  after 
death,  that  body  which  you  indulge  and  adorn  with  so 
much  care  and  attention.  1st.  A dead  body  lies  sense- 
less and  motionless;  it  sees  nothing,  it  hears  nothing;  it 
cannot  even  shake  off  the  worms,  that  crawl  around  it. 
2dly.  It  loses  its  colour  and  becomes  deformed;  it  is 
soon  a prey  to  corruption,  in  such  a manner,  that  the 
dearest  friends  of  the  deceased  are  struck  with  horror 
and  avoid  it.  This  horror  was  the  cause  of  St.  Francis 
Borgia’s  sanctity,  for  being  obliged  by  his  office  to 
inspect  the  corpse  of  the  queen  of  Spain,  who  had  been 
a great  beauty,  and  seeing  that  beauty  so  soon  and  so 
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Suddenly  fled,  and  succeeded  by  the  most  loathsome 
corruption,  he  is  said  to  have  exclaimed:  How  long 

shall  we  love  vanity  and  seek  after  sin.  ( Vid.  Ps.  4.  3.) 
How  long  shall  we  neglect  solid  truths  and  pursue 
shadows?  every  thing  moulders  away  at  deaths  and  joy 
is  soon  changed  into  tears.  (Vid.  vit.  ej.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  garments,  the  bed,  and  the 
habitation  of  the  deceased  are  immediately  changed. 
Instead  of  its  former  clothes,  the  corpse  is  wrapped  in  a 
winding  sheet.  Instead  of  its  usual  bed,  it  is  put  into 
the  cold  ground,  and  a grave  of  a few  feet  long  supplies 
the  place  of  its  former  mansion.  Thus  it  is  abandoned 
by  its  best  friends  and  neglected  by  all  to  become  the 
food  of  worms.  For  when  a man  shall  die  he  shall 
inherit  serpents  and  beasts  and  worms.  (Eccle.  10.  13.) 
Remember  man,  then,  that  under  thee  shall  the  moth 
be  strewed  and  worms  shall  be  thy  covering,  (lsai.  14. 
11.)  Oh,  what  a dwelling  and  what  companions! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  important  and  necessary  it 
is,  frequently  to  reflect  on  the  niture  condition  of  your 
body,  lest  you  should  pay  more  attention  to  that  which  will 
be  devoured  by  worms  than  to  your  soul,  whose  existence 
will  be  eternal.  All  our  misfortunes  proceed,  from  a 
forgetfulness  of  death.  When  you  see  a dead  body, 
imagine  it  addresses  you  in  the  words  of  Ecclesiasticus: 
Remember  my  judgment , for  thine  also  shall  be  so> 
yesterday  for  me  and  to-day  for  thee.  (38.  23.)  Pre- 
pare constantly,  therefore  for  death,  and  following  the 
advice  of  the  apostle,  be  always  a dying  man.  He  will 
easily  contemn  all  things , says  St.  Jerom,  who  always 
believes,  himsef  a dying  man.  (Com.  in  Eccli.  c.  7.) 


On  preparation  for  Death. — For  those  who  are 
in  health. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  diligence  prudent  men  employ 
jo  preparation,  when  they  hare  to  make  a long  voyage. 


Digitized  by  Google 


46 


NOVEMBER. 


They  think  of  it  long  beforehand,  and  leave  nothing  to 
chance  but  attempt  to  have  every  thing  in  readiness. 
We  ought  to  be  much  more  solicitous  in  regard  to  our 
departure  from  this  life,  for  it  will  be  our  final  journey* 
into  everlasting  happiness,  or  eternal  misery.  The 
importance  of  this  journey  induced  our  Lord  frequently 
to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  being  always  ready.  Be  yc 
then  also  ready , he  says,  for  at  what  hour  ye  think  noty 
the  Son  of  man  will  come . (Luke,  12  40.) 

, II.  Consider,  2d.  This  preparation  for  death  consists 
principally  in  this,  that  at  her  departure,  whenever  it 
may  be,  the  soul  find  herself  free  from  all  mortal  sin, 
and  as  much  as  possible,  free  from  all  venial  sin. 
Wherefore  examine  yourself  and  discover  if  there  be 
any  thing  on  your  conscience,  which’  might  prevent 
entirely  or  retard  your  entrance  into  heaven,  were  you 
to  die  this  moment.  Put  yourself  in  that  state,  then,  in 
which  you  would  wish  to  be  found  at  death,  and  labour 
to  persevere  in  it;  for  death  may  call  on  you  suddenly, 
and  even  if  it  do  not,  it  is  a common  remark,  that 
few  are  mended  by  sickness.  The  sinner , says  St. 
Augustine,  has  this  punishment  inflicted  on  him , that 
when  he  is  at  the  point  of  death , he  is  unmindful  of 
himself  because , whilst  he  was  livings  he  was  forgetful 
of  God.  (Aug.  de  gen,  con  Man,  c.  28.)  Do  not  there- 
fore forget  God,  during  health. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  is  most  calculated  to  give 
comfort  to  a dying  person.  1st.  To  have  suffered  much 
for  Christ,  and  to  have  undergone  mortification  and 
penance.  2dly.  To  have  been  devout  to  the  blessed 
virgin  and  the  saints,  &c.— Apply  yourself  seriously  'to 
these  things,  for  the  time  will  come,  when  you  will  wish 
to  have  done  so.  Happy  was  that  holy  man,  who  could 
say,  on  his  death  bed,  I have  never  done  my  own  will , 
neither  have  I ever  taught  any  oney  what  I did  not  first 
practise  myself  (Cass.  1.  5 c.  28.) 
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PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Sickness  is.  the  usual  harbinger  of 
death.  Every  one  should  therefore  most  carefully  fore- 
see, what  will  be  most  expedient  for  him,  in  that  state, 
to  make  a secure  and  a happy  exit  from  this  world.  He 
must  first  acknowledge,  that  sickness  and  pain  are  sent 
by  a most  loving  Father,  to  expiate  his  sin,  or  to  increase 
and  try  his  virtue.  Because  thou  rvast  acceptable,  to 
God)  said  the  angel  to  Tobias,  it  was  necessary  that 
temptation  should  prove  thee.  (Tob.  12.13.)  Let  him 
therefore  give  God  thanks  for  his  sickness,  since  by  it 
he  is  warned  of  his  approaching  death,  and  has  time  to 
prepare  for  it. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  a sick  man  ought  to  do  by 
way  of  immediate  preparation  for  death.  1st.  He  must 
purify  his  soul,  from  all  sin,  by  a sincere  confession:  (a 
general  confession  in  such  a case  is  very  advantageous.) 
2d.  He  must  resign  himself  entirely  to  God,  in  regard  to 
life  or  death.  3d.  He  must  foresee  the  occasions,  in 
which  he  may  have  to  suffer,  either  in  consequence  of 
the  violence  of  his  disease,  or  the  negligence  of  his 
attendants,  and  arm  his  mind  against  temptations  to  im- 
patience in  these  cases.  4th.  He  must  procure  the 
reading  of  good  books.  5th.  He  must  make  frequent 
ejaculations  to  heaven.  6th.  He  must  often  call  to  mind 
the  sufferings  of  Christ.  7th.  He  must  recommend 
himself  to  the  blessed  virgin  and  his  patron  saints.  8th* 
He  must  frequently  make  acts  of  faith,  hope,  charity, 
and  contrition. 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  When  his  danger  increases,  he 
must  call  in  time  for  the  last  helps  of  the  church,  in 
order  that  he  may  receive  them  with  more  devotion. 
After  this  he  must  dilate  his  heart,  and  long  for  the 
meeting  of  his  heavenly  spouse.  Behold  the  bridegroom 
cometh,  go  ye  forth  to  meet  him.  (Mat.  25.  6.)  He 
must,  lastly,  entirely  surrender  himself  into  the  hand  of 
God,  repeating  the  words  of  Christ,  Father  into  thy. 
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hands , 1 commend  my  spirit,  (Luke,  23.  46.)  or  those 
of  David,  firing"  my  soul  out  of  prison , that  I may 
praise  thy  name . (Ps.  141.  8.) 

/ ^ 

On  the  particular  Judgment. 

PART  FIRST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Immediately  after  death,  we  shall 
be  judged,  that  every  one  may  receive  the  proper 
things  of  the  body , according  as  he  hath  done,  whether 
it  be  good  or  evil.  (2.  Cor.  5.  10.)  Ponder  the  terrors 
of  this  judgment.  Who  are  the  parties  to  be  concerned 
in  it?  The  judge  is  infinitely  wise, — you  cannot  deceive 
him;  infinitely  powerful, — you  cannot  resist  him;  infinitely 
jUgt,— you  cannot  bribe  him:  he  is  supreme,  and  conse- 
quently from  his  decision  you  cannot  appeal.— Your 
accusers  will  be  the  devils,  your  arch  enemies;  the  wit- 
nesses, your  angel  guardian,  and  even  your  own  consci- 
ence. Thus  will  your  poor  soul  be  circumstanced.  You 
will  stand,  bereft  of  counsellors  and  friends,  despoiled  of 
every  thing,  which  you  had  in  the  world,  and  accom- 
panied by  nothing  but  your  own  works.  These  alone* 
whether  they  have  been  good  or  evil,  will  accompany 
you  to  judgment.  Their  works , says  St.  John,  follow 
them.  (Ap.  14.  13.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  terrors  of  this  judgment,  in 
regard  to  the  strict  account,  which  you  must  give  pf 
yourself.  Your  whole  life  will  be  accurately  examined, 
every  action,  the  most  concealed,  every  thought,  the 
most  seeret,  will  be  brought  into  open  view.  All  things 
that  are  done , God  will  bring  into  judgment , (Eccles. 
12.  14.)  even  every  idle  word . (Mat.  12.  36.)  The 
infinitely  wise  judge  will  exact  an  account,  not  only  of 
evil  committed,  but  also  of  neglected  good.  He  will 
examine  even  your  good  actions  themselves,  and  disco- 

* ver  if  they  be  accompanied  with  any  imperfections,  as  to 

intention  and  exactness.  / will  judge  justifies,  he  says 
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by  the  mouth  of  David.  (Ps.  74  * 3.)  And  by  Sopho- 
nias,  I will  search  Jerusalem  with  lamps . (1.  12.)  If 

God  judge  so  strictly  the  justices  of  the  saints,  and  search 
even  Jerusalem , with  how  much  more  rigour  will  he  act 
towards  Babylon  and  sinners! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  ask  yourself  this  all-impor- 
ant  question:  What  shall  I be  able  to  say  or  produce 

n my  defence , at  that  fearful  moment?  Take  the 
dvice  of  Ecclesiasticus.  Before  sickness  take  a medi - 
ine,  and  before  judgment  examine  thyself  and  thou 
halt  find  mercy  in  the  sight  qf  God . (Eccle.  18.  20.) 
iVhilst  you  have  power  and  time,  do  good,  and  fly  from 
ivil;  for  this  conduct  alone  will  screen  you  from  the 
errors  of  judgment. 


On  the  particular  Judgment. 

PART  SECOND. 

m 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  miserable  situation  of  a sinful 
soul,  at  the  moment  of  judgment,  if  she  be  found  want- 
ing, and  ih  the  state  of  sin.  For  if  that  should  be  her 
unfortunate  case,  she  will  be  completely  degraded.— In 
the'  first  place,  she  will  be  deprived  of  the  gift  of  faith, 
because  her  actions  did  not  correspond  with  her  faith. 
2dly.  She  will  be  stript  of  the  gift  of  hope,  for  having 
hitherto  neglected  to  adopt  the  means  of  gaining  what 
Christians  hope  for, — she  can  now  hope  qp  longer.  3dly. 
Her  supernatural  graces,  if  she  had  any,  wifi  be  taken 
from  her,  and  all  her  moral  virtues,  which  she  has 
abused.  4thly.  Her  natural  knowledge  will  still  remain, 
but  it  will  remain  to  torture  her,  for  she  will  forever 
know  and  feel,  what  she  has  lost,  and  what  she  has 
gained  by  sinning.  5thly.  The  character  of  baptism 
and  every  other  sacramental  character,  which  she  may 
have  received,  will  adhere  to  her,  for  her  greater  con- 
tusion, and  enable  her  infidel  companions  to  upbraid  her 
for  all  eternity  in  the  language  of  scripture:  thie  man, 
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began  to  build , and  was  not  able  to  finish . (Luk.  14. 
30.)  Lastly,  all  that  Ezechiel  foretold,  shall  be  fulfilled 
in  her  regard : They  shall  strip,  thee  of  thy  garments , and 
take  away  the  instruments  of  thy  glory , &c.  and  shall 
let  thee  go  naked  and  full  qf  disgrace.  (23.  26.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  ..terror  of  the  sentence  which 
will  be  pronounced  against  the  wicked.  Depart  from 
me , ye  cursed , into  everlasting  fire.  (Mat.  25.  41.) 
Ah  1 wretched  state ! How  will  that  poor  soul  feel  on 
the  occasion ! The  devils  will  instantly  hurry  her  to 
the  bottomless  pit.  Then  there  will  be  no  remedy,  no 
escape,  no  hope  for  you,  as  yet  there  is:  then  take 
advantage  of  it. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  happy  condition  of  the  just 
on  that  awful  day.  The  sentence,  which  they  will  hear 
affords  sufficient  subject  for  meditation.  Because  thou 
hast  been  faithful  over  a few  things , I will  place  thee 
over  many  things , enter  thou  into  the  joys  of  thy  Lord . 
(Mat.  25.  23.)  Imagine  what  joy  that  will  be,  and  if 
you  aspire  to  it,  imitate  those,  who  will  deserve  k on  that 
occasion. 


On  the  general  Judgment. 

PART  FIRST. 

I.  Consider,  d st.  The  causes  why  God  has  instituted 
a general  judgment.  1.  To  manifest  to  all  mankind  the 
glory  and  power  of  the  humbled  Redeemer.  The  Father 
hath  committed  all  judgment  to  the  Son , that  all  men 
may  honor  the  Son ; (Jno.  5.  22,  23.)  and  that  he  who 
appeared  before  all  men  for  their  salvation,  might  also 
appear  before  them  in  the  glorious  character  of  univer- 
sal judge,  and  that  the  wicked  may  see  him  whom  they 
have  crucified.  2dly.  That  the  just  may  receive  that 
honor  and  glory  before  all  mankind,  which  they  deserve, 
and  the  wicked  meet  with  that  confusion  which  they  have 
merited^  for  in  this  world,  for  his  own  wise  purposes,  God 
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frequenty  suffers  the  wicked  to  be  exalted  and  permits 
the  virtuous  to  be  depressed.  3.  That  our  bodies  may 
receive  reward  or  punishment,  as  they  have  been  the 
instruments  of  virtue  or  of  vice. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  terrors  that  will  precede  the 
general  judgment.  There  shall  be  great  earthquakes 
and  pestilences  .and  famines  and  terrors  from  heaven. 
(Luk.  21.  11.)  The  sun  shall  be  darkened , and  the 
moon  shall  not  give  her  light , and  the  stars  shall  fall 
from  heaven , and  the  powers  qf  the  heavens  shall  be 
moved . (Mat.  24.  29.)  And,  as  St.  Peter  says,  the  hea- 
vens being  on  fire  shall  be  dissolved.  (2.  Peter  3.  12.) 
The  sea  will  be  troubled  in  the  most  terrible  manner,  and 
the  trembling  earth  will  be  all  on  fire.  For  behold  the 
day  shall  be  kindled  as  a furnace , says  the  prophet, 
and  all  the  proud , and  all  who  do  wickedly , shall  be  stub- 
ble : and  the  day  which  cometh  shall  set  them  on  fire. 
(Mala.  4.  1.)  Beware  lest  on  that  day  you  prove  to  be 
nothing  but  stubble. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  angel  will  go  forth  and  sound 
on  his  trumpet  the  terrible  words,  “Arise  ye  dead  and 
come  to  judgment.”  The  dead  will  then  resume  their 
bodies,  but  with  what  different  feelings!  The  wicked 
will  inveigh  against  their  bodies,  because  for  their  grati- 
*fi cation,  they  have  committed  so  many  crimes— They 
will  exclaim  to  the  mountains,  fall  upon  us , and  to  the 
hills  cover  us.  (Luk.  23.  30.)  But  their  exclamations 
will  be  uttered  in  vain.  At  that  moment  sinners  will 
wish  rather  to  have  led  virtuous  lives,  than  to  have  worn 
crowns,  Or  governed  empires.  Reflect  therefore  fre- 
quently on  the  assertion  of  St.  Jferom,  and  follow  the 
principle,  which  dictated  it:  Whether  I eat , or  drink , of 
whatever  else  I do,  that  dreadful  voice  is  always  sound- 
ing in  my  ears  : Arise  ye  dead  and  come  to  judgment. 
(Jer.  Reg.  Mon.  c.  30.)  The  sound  was  not  vain  in  his 
Cars ; take  care  it  be  not  sp  in  yours. 
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On  the  general  Judgment. 

PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  terror  of  this  judgment  will  be 
increased  at  the  appearance  of  the  judge.  And  then  they 
shall  see  the  Son  of  man  coming  in  a cloud , with  great 
fiower  and  majesty.  (Luc.  21.  27.)  Legions  of  angelic 
spirits  will  surround  him,  ready  to  execute  his  decrees. 
And  then  shall  afifiear  the  sign  of  the  Son  qf  man  in 
heaven , and  then  shall  all  the  tribes  of  the  earth  mourn. 
(Mat.  24.  3t>.)  Those  to  wit  shall  mourn,  who  have  been 
enemies  to  this  sign,  or  the  cross  of  Christ.  The  judge 
will  be  seated  on  a throne,  and  his  saints  will  be  round 
him.  His  countenance  will  beam  with  satisfaction  and 
complacency  on  his  faithful  servants,  but  it  will  be  lighted 
up  with  the  fire  of  indignation,  when  it  is  turned  towards 
his  enemies.*  A swift  stream  of  fire  issued  forth  from 
before  him , (Dan.  7. 10.)  says  the  prophet  Daniel.  Who 
would  not  wish  at  that  terrible  moment  to  be  a friend  of 
his  almighty  judge. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  angels  shall  go  out  and  sefia- 
rate'the  wicked  from  among  the  just.  (Mat.  13.  49.) 
Dreadful,  eternal  separation!  The  just  win  be  placed  on 
his  right,  and  the  goats,  or  reprobate,  on  his  left.  Pon- 
der deeply  the  untimely  repentance  of  the  wicked,  for 
it  will  be  too  late  to  retract  their  evil  deeds  in  presence  of 
their  judge,  and  of  those  just  souls,  of  whom  they  will  say, 
we  have  had  them  some  time  in  derision  and for  a fiarable 
of  reproach ; we  fools  esteemed  their  life  madness , and 
their  end  without  honor;  behold  how  they  are  num- 
bered among  the  children  of  God  and  their  lot  is  among 
the  saints . (Wis.  5.  3,  &c.)  Then  will  be  exacted  that 
strict  account  of  every  thought,  word  and  deed  of  our 
whole  lives.  Those  crimes  which  .sinners  are  ashamed 
of  exposing  to  a confessor  will  then  be  known  to  the 
whole  world.  Do  penance  now,  or  then  you  will  be  co- 
vered with  confusion. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  final  sentence  of  the  judge. 
He  will  turn  to  the  elect,  and  with  eyes  beaming  with 
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love,  he  will  say,  Come  ye  bleated  of  my  Father,  possess 
the  kingdom  preparedfor  you from  the  foundation  of  the 
world . (Mat.  25.  34.)  Then  addressing  the  wicked, 
Depart , he  will  say,  depart  from  me  ye  cursed  into  ever- 
las  ting  fire , which  was  prepared  for  the  devil  and  hia 
angels . (Mat  ubi  sup.)  Ponder  on  the  greatness  of  the 
reward,  and  then  the  severity  of  the  punishment  Make 
your  choice  between  them;  it  is  now  in  your  power,  but 
soon  it  will  not  be  so.  Wherefore,  while  time  exists, 
whatever  thy  hand  is  able  to  do , do  it  earnestly , neither 
wqrth , nor  reason , nor  wisdom , nor  knowledge  shall  be 
in  hell  whither  thou  art  hastening.  (Eccles.  9.  10.) 


OnHeU. 

PART  FIRST* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Hell  is  the  prisonhouse  of  the  damn- 
ed, replete  with  every  kind  of  misery,  and  void  of  all 
good.  Conceive  the  most  severe  torments,  that  imagi- 
nation can  fancy,  and  they  will  be  nothing  in  comparison 
to  the  torments  of  hell.  That  place,  says  St.  John,  is  a 
pool  of  fire , burning  with  brimstone.  (Ap.  29.  20.)— 
It  will  be,  1st.  A place  of  hideous  darkness,  more  ob- 
scure than  Egyptian  darkness.  2ndly.  Excessively 
crowded,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  the  damn- 
ed. 3dly.  Exceedingly  loathsome  and  nauseous.  4thly. 
It  will  be  a place,  as  Job  says,  where  the  shadow  of 
death , and  no  order , but  everlasting  horror  dwelleth. 
(Job,  10,  22.) 

II.  Consider,  2d;  The  nature  of  the  pains  suffered  in 

hell.  1.  These  torments  will  be  continued  forever;  for, 
as  St.  John  says,  they  shall  be  tormented  day  and  night , 
forever  and  ever.  (Apoc.  20.  10/)  2.  They  will  be 

most  severe  and  excruciating,  without  relaxation  or 
respite*  Hence  the  rich  glutton  could  never  obtain  one 
drop  of  water  to  cool  his  tongue.  3.  The  damned  will 
suffer  every  extremity  and  variety  of  torture;  hence  Job 
says,  Let  him  pass  from  snow  waters , into  excessive 
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heat . ,4*  These  torments  will  be  increased  by  the  com- 
pany which  the  reprobate  will  be  always  obliged  to  keep: 
devils  and  damned  souls,  odious  to  themselves  and  all 
around  them,  will  be  their  constant  companions,— add  to 
those,  vipers  and  snakes. — He  shall  suck  the  head  of  the 
asfi , and  the  viper's  tongue  shall  kill  him;  he  shall  be 
punished  for  all  that  he  did , and  yet  shall  not  be  con- 
sumed. (Job,  20.  16,  &c.)  How  horrid  a thought,  to 
dwell  forever  in  such  a place  of  woe ! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  eternal  existence  of  these 
pains?  Millions  of  years  will  pass  away,  and  still  these 
torments  will  exist,  as  if  they  were  only  just  beginning. 
Alas!  they  will  endure  forever,— yes,  forever.  1st.  They 
will  be  eternal,  because  the  human  soul  is  immortal; 
they  shall  desire  to  diey  and  death  shall  fly  from  them. 
(Ap.  9.  6.)  2dly.  Because  that  place  of  torment  will 
never  cease  to  exist.  3dly.  Because  the  reprobate  will 
be  there,  where  the  worm  dieth  not  and  the  fire  is  not 
extinguished.  (Mar.  9.  43.)  Lastly,  the  decrees  of 
God  are  immutable,  and  he  will  have  said  to  them, 
depart  from  me  ye  cursed  into  everlasting  flames. 
What  ought  you  not  to  undergo  to  avoid  the  danger  of 
such  sufferings. 


On  Hell. 

\ 

TART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  expression  of  the  wise  man: 
j By  what  things  a man  sinnethy  by  the  same  also  he  is 
tormented.  (Wis.  11.17.)  In  each  one  of  the  senses, 
by  which  the  sinful  soul  has  offended  God,  she  will  be 
punished.  1st.  The  sight  will  be  tortured  with  the  view 
of  the  most  hideous  monsters,  of  devils  and  reprobate 
souls.  The  representations  of  past  crimes  will  rise  up 
in  horrid  succession  before  it,  and  perhaps  the  guilty 
associates  of  former  transgressions  will  be  there  to  add 
to  the  poor  soul's  torment.  2dly.  The  hearing  will  be 
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tortured  with  the  sounds  of  blasphemy,  and  the  shrill 
accents  of  agony  and  despair.  3dly.  The  smell  will  be 
assailed  by  all  the  filth  of  hell.  4thJy.  The  taste  will  be 
punished  with  intolerable  hunger  and  thirst.  5thly. 
The  feeling  will  be  universally  tortured  over  every  part 
of  die  poor  sinners  body;  which  of  you  can  dwell  with 
devouring  fire?  which  of  you  shall  dwell  with  ever- 
lasting burnings?  (Is.  33.  14.)  The  will,  memory, 
and  understanding  will  also  have  their  appropriate  pun- 
ishments. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  fiain  of  loss>  as  divines  term 
it,  will  be  far  more  severe,  than  all  these  torments.  The 
grief,  which  we  feel  when  we  have  experienced  any  loss, 
is  always  proportionate  to  the  object  lost.  The  repro- 
bate souls  will,  (for  their  greater  torment)  know  and  feel 
too  what  they  have  lost  by  their  sins,  viz:  that  happiness, 
which  is  derived  from  the  vision  and  enjoyment  of  the 
supreme  good,  the  society  of  angels  and  saints,  eternal 
rest,  peace,  tranquility  and  delight.  How  can  we  pre- 
vail on  ourselves  to  forego  all  these,  and  besides  to  incur 
eternal  pains,  for  some  transitory  gratification,  some 
hasp,  idle,  short-lived  pleasure  ? Foolish  mortals,  un- 
grateful Christians! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  ought  to  be  done  to  avoid 
hell.  Avoid  sin  and  do  good.  If  you  would  not  con- 
sent for  the  whole  world  to  undergo,  even  for  an  hour,  a 
very  severe  corporal  pain,  with  how  much  more  reason 
ought  you  to  labour  to  avoid  the  pains  of  hell.  This 
cannot  be  done,  without  avoiding  sin.  Let  us  therefore 
bewail  our  sins , as  Thomas  a Kempis  says,  before  we 
come  there , where  our  tears  will  be  of  no  other  avails 
than  to  increase  our  torments ; and  let  us  avoid  sin-  for. 
the  future,  for  sin  is  the  fuel  of  hell. 
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- On  Purgatory. 

PART  FIRST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  hell  is  destined  for  the  punish- 
ment of  mortal  sin,  so  is  purgatory  ordained  to  be  the 
punishment  of  venial  transgressions.  In  purgatory  souls 
suffer  for  a time  the  fiain  of  lose  and  the  pains  of  the 
senses.  Ponder  then  on  their  pain  of  loss.  They  are 
deprived  of  the  beatific  vision,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
God,  which  they  most  ardently  desire.  Hofie  that  is 
deferred  afflicteth  the  soul.  (Prov.  13.  12.)  Much  more 
is  the  soul  afflicted  when  those  hopes  regard  an  enjoy- 
ment so  great,  as  b the  happiness  of  heaven.  If  a king- 
dom, or  any  extraordinary  enjoyment,  were  promised 
you,  think  how  uneasy  you  would  be,  until  you  had  gain- 
ed possession  of  it.  How  great  then  must  be  the  desire 
of  these  afflicted  souls,  for  the  beatific  vision,  and  the 
grief  resulting  from  that  desire ! That  grief  b increased 
by  the  reflexion,  that  this  enjoyment  b delayed  in  con- 
sequence of  their  own  carelessness  and  negligence. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  pain  of  sense,  which  the  souls 
in  purgatory  experience.  1st.  The  place  of  punish- 
ment b hideous  and  in  the  vicinity  of  hell,  as  most  of  the 
holy  fathers  think.  2dly.  The  nature  of  the  fire  b the 
same  as  that  of  hell.  3dly.  The  torments  are  excessive, 
for  as  St.  Augustine  observes,  the  flurgativtjire  is 
more  grievous  than  any  fittin  whatever , that  we  can  see , 
feely  or  imagine  in  this  world.  (Aug.  Ser.  de  San.  41.) 
4thly.  Although  the  pains  of  purgatory  will  not  endure 
like  the  pains  of  hell,  forever,  yet  in  regard  to  many  poor 
souls,  they  will  endure  for  a very  long  time ; and  even 
should  the  time  of  suffering  be  in  itself  short,  it  will 
seem  to  the  sufferers  extremely  long.  An  hour  of  pain 
there,  will  be  for  more  painful  than  a long  life  of  mise- 
ry here.  Which  <f  you  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire. 
(Is.  33.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  important  and  how  necessa- 
ry it  is,  both  to  avoid  venial  sin,  and  satbfy  fully  for  mor- 
tal transgressions,  although  confessed  and  in  respect  to 
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their  guilt,  forgiven.  Of  sin  that  is  forgiven  be  not 
without  fear . (Eccle.  5.  5.)  If  you  do  not  take  this 
timely  precaution,  you  will  be  in  danger  of  suffering  in 
purgatory,  and  perhaps  for  many  years.  Remember  what 
St.  Augustine  wrote:  He,  who  will  not  now  so  much  a* 

fiut  his  finger  into  the  fire  must  necessarily  dread  to 
be  tormented  then , even  for  a short  time.  (Aug.  ubi 
sup.) 


On  Purgatory. 

PART  SECOND. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  easy  it  is  to  sin  so,  as  to  de- 
serve the  pains  of  purgatory.  God  will  suffer  nothing 
in  the  slightest  degree  criminal  to  pass  unpunished. 
Considering  how  prone  we  all  are  to  evil,  and  how  averse 
to  good  actions,  we  have  every  reason  to  be  on  our  guard 
even  in  our  best  actions.  The  sanctity  and  purity  of 
our  God  are  so  perfect,  that  he  is  easily  offended  by 
the  negligence  or  ingratitude  of  his  creatures ; and  who- 
ever loves  his  God,  or  his  own  soul,  whoever  pays  any 
attention  to  his  own  best  interests,  will  avoid  even  the 
smallest  imperfection.  Alas!  of  how  many  sins  of 
this  nature  have  you  been  guilty!  How  justly  have  you 
deserved  the  pains  of  purgatory  ! Wherefore  humbly 
ask  pardon  for  what  is  past,  and  pray  with  the  psalmist, 
O Lord,  rebuke  me  ndt  in  thy  indignation , nor  chastise 
me  in  thy  wrath , have  mercy  on  me , O Lord , for  I am 
weak.  (Ps.  6.  1,  S.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  merciful  Lord  has  afforded 
us  many  means  inr  this  world  of  satisfying  for  our  sins, 
and  escaping  the  pains  of  purgatory.  Atnong  these 
means  are,  the  reception  of  the  sacraments,  the  celebra- 
tion or  hearing  of  Mass,  a devout  application  of  the  in- 
dulgences of  the  church,  then  fasting,  alms,  prayers, 
mortification  and  at  least  patience  in  all  kind  oi  suffer- 
ings. God  will  be  easily  satisfied  in  this  life,  and  will 
be  soon  appeased  by  the  poor  services,  that  we  can  ren- 
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tier  him.  But  after  our  time  of  probation  in  this  world 
is  over  he  will  exact  the  whole  debt  of  punishment,  even 
to  the  last  farthing . (Mat.  5.  26.)  Hence  be  careful 
to  do  as  much  good  as  you  can,  while  you  may.  De- 
fraud not  thyself  of  the  good  dayy  and  let  not  the 
part  of  a good  gift  overpass  thee . (Eccle.  14.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Among  the  best  means  of  escaping 
entirely,  or  mitigating  the  pains  of  purgatory,  is  to  pray 
frequently  for  the  dead.  This  kind  of  charity  and  mer- 
cy  for  the  helpless  sufferers  in  purgatory,  is  most  accept- 
able to  God.  Blessed  are  the  merciful  for  they  shall 
*ind  mercy , says  Jesus  Christ.  (Mat.  5.  7.)  He  will 
himself  be  merciful  to  those  who  are  merciful  to  the 
souls  in  purgatory.  Wherefore  pray  yourself  and  pro- 
cure the  prayers  of  others  for  them,  for  with  what 
measure  you  have  measured , it  shall  be  measured  to 
you  again . (Mat.  7.  2.) 
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SUNDAY. 

' On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Judge. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Behold  the  Lord  cometh  with  thousands  of  his  saints,  to  exe- 
cute judgment  upon  ay.— [Jude,  xiv.  xv.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  gospel  of  this  day  tells  us,  that 
Jesus  Christ  is  to  be  the  judge  of  all  mankind.  We 
ought  to  stand  in  awe  and  dread  of  his  judgment,  1st. 
On  account  of  his  supreme  and  sovereign  power  and 
jurisdiction,  from  which  there  can  be  no  appeal.  2dly. 
On  account  of  the  ft*our  of  his  justice;  for  no  entreaties 
can  affect  him,  no  bribes  divert  the  course  of  his  justice. 
3dly.  On  account  of  his  infinite  knowledge,  from  which 
nothing  can  be  concealed.  4thly.  Because  Jesus  Christ 
will  not  only  be  the  judge,  but. also  the  party  offended. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  great  would  be  the  favour,  if 
the  judge  himself  should  in  the  most  friendly  manner 
visit  a criminal  in  his  prison,  and  inform  him  of  the  means 
by  which  he  might  secure  success  in  his  trial.  This 
favour  Christ  will  show  you  this  day.  Receive  him, 
therefore,  as  he  deserves,  with  love  and  gratitude,  and 
now,  whilst  you  can,  endeavour  by  earnest  prayer  to  gain 
his  favour  against  that  dreadful  day,  on  which  prayers 
and  entreaties  will  have  no  avail.  That  day  will  certainly 
arrive,  and  perhaps  sooner  than  you  expect  it. 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  It  is  your  duty,  then,  to  take  care 
that  there  exist  nothing  in  your  soul,  which  may  be  dis- 
pleasing in  the  eyes  of  your  pure  judge,  when  he  conde- 
scends to  visit  you.  He  will  search  the  inmost  recesses 
of  your  heart.  Purify  it,  therefore,  most  diligently  from 
every  imperfection.  Say,  with  the  humble  prophet, 
enter  not  into  judgment  with  thy  servant , O Lord , (Ps. 
142.  2.),  but  rather,  in  the  bowels  of  thy  infinite  mercy, 
O orient , thou  brightness  of  eternal  tight  and  sun  of 
justice , come  and  enlighten  those  who  sit  in  darkness 
and  in  the  shadow  of  death . (Off.  Ecc.)  . Well,  there- 
fore, does  Boethius  observe,  mat  it  is  necessary  to  live 
welly  since  we  do  every  thing  in  the  presence  of  the 
Judge , who  sees  all  things . (Boe.  ap.  S.  Thom.)  Con- 
sider well  on  this,  and  prepare  for  judgment 


On  imitating  the  life  of  Christ. 

PART  FIKST.  * 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  Son  of  God  descended  into  this 
world,  from  the  bosom  of  his  eternal  Father,  for  two 
objects,  as  the  holy  fathers  unanimously  assert.  The 
first  was  to  redeem  us,  and  the  second,  to  give  us  a mo- 
del, which  we  might  imitate,  and  by  that  means  become 
pleasing  to  his  Father.  His  life,  then,  should  be  the  mir- 
ror of  ours.  Reflect  on  .your  obligations  to  God,  for  hav- 
ing condescended  to.  give  you  this  mddel,  and  by  that 
means  facilitated  your  progress  in  virtue.  It  is  much 
easier  to  imitate  the  actions  of  another,  than  to  do  those 
actions  if  they  had  been  only  commanded  and  not  per- 
formed by  himself. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  glorious  it  is  to  follow  so  great 
an  example.  It  is  glorious , says  Ecclesiasticus,  to  fol~ 
low  the  Lord . (Eccli.  23.  38.)  By  following  the  exam- 
ple of  men,  whoever  they  may  be,  you  may  err,  because 
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they  are  men,  capable  consequently  of  being  themselves 
deceived,  and  of  wishing  to  deceive  others.  But)  by  imi- 
tating the  Son  of  God),  you  cannot  wander  astray)  because 
he  is  the  way 3 you  cannot  be  deceived)  because  he  is  the; 
truth 3 you  cannot  perish)  because  he  is  the  l ft.  He  is 
the  way  in  example , writes  St  Bernard,  the  truth  in 
firomtie,  and  the  life  in  reward . (Bern.  ser.  2.  de  asce.) 
Finally,  Christ  commands  nothing,  which  he  has  not  first 
performed  himself  He  may  justly  say,  as  Gedeon  did, 
What  ye  shall  see  me  do,  da  ye  the  same.  (Jud.  7.  17.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  . How  foolishly  you  have  acted, 
when,  in  your  conduct,  you  followed  any  other  rule  than 
that  of  the  life  of  Christ  Every  other  rule  is  incorrect 
and  vicious.  The  wisdom  of  this  world  (according  to 
which  every  sinner  acts,  when  he  sins,)  is  foolishness 
with  God.  (1.  Cor.  3.  19.)  Ask  pardon  for  your  past 
folly,  and  beg  our  Lordtp  admit  you  among  the  number 
•f  his  followers. 


On  imitating  the  I4fe  of  Christ. 

PA»T  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  followers  of  Christ  may  be 
divided  into  three  classes.  Some  are  Christians  in  name 
only;  they  confess  him  In  words  only,  but  in  their  deeds 
they  deny  him.  (Tit.  1.  16  ) They"take  no  pains  in  avoid- 
ing sin,  and  their  actions  crucify  (in  as  much  as  they  , 
can,)  their  Redeemer  afresh.  They  are  in  fact  only  no- 
mihal, Christians,  for  they  do  not  follow  Christ,  but  his  , 
enemy  the  devil.  Reflect  how  often  you  have  ranked  I 
in  this  clasp.  Repent  and  amend. 

II.  Copside?,  2d.  Others  follow  Christ, -but  (like  St. 
Peter,  when  his  master,  was  taken)  at  a gr^at  distance. 
This  was  probably  the  cause  of  his  subsequent  fall  an$  f 
denial  of  our  Lord.  Persons  of  this  second  class  follow, 
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Christy  but  coldly.  They  purpose  indeed  to  keep  the 
commandments,  but  care  not  to  aim  at  higher  perfection, 
and  therefore  often  fail  even  in  the  observance  of  these. 
When  they  are  addressed  in  these  words — Jf  thou  wilt  be 
perfect , go  sell  what  thou  hast,  and  give  to  the  floor , 
and  thou  shalt  have  treasure  in  heaven , and  come  foU, 
low  me , they  go  away  sorrowful , like  the  young  man  in 
the  gospel,  (Mat.  19.  21,  22.)  and  reject  the  divine  ad- 
monition. Examine  whether  or  not  you  be  one  of  these. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  third  class  consists  of  those 
who  with  a generosity  of  mind  and  steadiness  of  resolu- 
tion, attempt  to  foHow  Christ,  even  to  the  cross,  through 
honor  and  dishonor , through  infamy  and  good  fame . 
(2.  Cor.  6.  8.)  With  St.  Paul,  they  count  every  thing  as 
dung  that  they  may  gain  Christ . (Phil.  3.  8.)  Lastly, 
they  endeavour  to  conform  their  actions  in  every  thing  to 
his.  Choose  to  which  of  these  classes  you  will  belong, 
and  remember  that  your  glory  in  the  next  life  will  be 
proportionate  to  the  exactness,  with  which  you  follow 
Christ  in  this.  * 


On  the  Divine  Decree  concerning  the  Incarna- 
tion of  Christ . 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  state  of  creation  before  the 
coming  of  Christ.  A great  part  of  the  angels  had 
fallen,  and  all  mankind  were  the  guilty  descendants  of 
guilty  parents.  The  apostate  angels  were  banished  from 
heaven,  and  sent  into  hell.  All  mankind  were  in  a state 
of  banishment,  they  were  slaves  to  the  devil  and  enemies 
to  God ; and  falling  from  one  sin  into  another,  they  ren- 
dered themselves  obnoxious  to  all  those  pains,  which  God 
had  reserved  for  his  enemies.  There  were  no  possible 
means  of  appeasing  the  justice  of  God ; for  no  creature 
could  make  sufficient  atonement  for  original  sin. 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  The  three  divine  persons  are  em- 
ployed in  consultation,  to  remedy  the  distresses  of  man- 
kind. The  first  person  required  satisfaction  for  the  of- 
fence of  original  sin;  and  the  second  person  voluntarily  of- 
fered himself  as  an  atonement  for  that  guilt.  And  when 
his  Father  said:  Sacrifice  and  oblation  I did  not  desire, 
then  he  said,  behold  I come.  (Vid.  Ps.  39.  7,  8.)  Ad- 
mire this  voluntary  self-oblation  of  the  Son,  and  admire 
too,  the  Father’s  acceptance  of  it.  O,  ineffable  effect  of 
charity!  To  redeem  his  slave,  the  Father  did  not  .refuse 
to  deliver  up  his  only  Son.  Give  thanks  to  both,  and 
uniting  with  them  the  Holy  Ghost,  expand  your  heart  in 
sentiments  of  gratitude. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  would  have  become  of  you 
had  not  Christ  acted  as  your  mediator.  You  would 
have  remained  involved  in  all  the  consequences  of  sin, 
and  you  would  besides  have  been  subjected  to  the  pains 
of  hell.  So  that  you  might  justly  say,  unless  the  Lord 
had  been  my  helper,  my  soul  had  dwelt  in  hell.  . (Ps* 
93.  17.)  Learn  from  hence  to  esteem  the  benefit  con- 
ferred on  you ; and,  since  God  has  given  himself  to  you, 
do  you  give  yourself  to  God,  Say  with  the  royal-  pro- 
phet, my  heart  is  ready , O God,*  my  heart  is  ready . 
(Ps.  107.  2.)  Do  not  retract  the  gift,  which  you  have 
offered  to  God, 


On  the  Divine  Decree  concerning  the  Incarna- 
tion of  Christ. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY.  « ' 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  admirable  perfections  of  God 
displayed  in  this  decree.  His  infinite  wisdom  dictated,* 
that  our  moral  evils  should  be  cured  by  their  opposite 
virtues.  Man  sinned  through  pride,  vainly  affecting  an 
equality  with  God.  The  tempter  told  our  first  parents 
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inTaradiSer  be  as-  god*.  (Gen.  3.  5.)  This 

-vice  was  to  be  cured  by  the  'Redeemer,  who  debased 
himself  taking  the  form  of  a servant , being  made  in  the 
Hkeness  of  men.  (Phil.  2.  7.)  Detest  pride,  which  has 
introduced  so  much  evil  into  the  world,  and  imitate  the 
example  of  humility,  which  Christ  has  given  in  his  in- 
carnation. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  His  ineffable  charity,  for  God  s • 
loved  the  world- as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son . (John, 
3.  16*)  The  Son  himself  had  such  an  affection  for  it, 
that  he  willingly  surrendered  himself.  Who,  and  for 
whom?  The  God  of  majesty,  for  a vile  and  ungrateful 
slave.  Love,  therefore,  so  loving  a God  With  your  whole 
hearty  with  all  your  soul,  and  with  till  your  strength ; and 
fooling  convinced  that  you  cannot  love  him  sufficiently, 
endeavour*  according  to  your  state  and  calling,  to  draw  as 
many  **  you  can  into  your  company,  in  the  united  love 
and  service  of  so  good  a God. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  -His  infinite  goodness,  in  cOmrau- 
mcatittg himself  toman  in  the  highest  possible  degree; 
his  mercy,  iutakmg  upon  himself  otir  miseries  and  their 
relief;  his  justice,  which  induced  him  to  satisfy  his  Father 
to  the  utmost  rigour,  by  making  the  Whole  of  our  debt 
his  own;  lastly,  his  power,  in  uniting  two  extremes  6f 
infinite  distance  from  one  another,  God  and  man,  the 
creator  and  his  creature.  Sing  ye  to  the  Lord  a new 
canticle , because  he  hath  -done  wonderful  things . The 
Lord  hath  made  known  his  salvation  : he  hath  revealed 
his  justtoc  in  the  \otght  ^tf  the  Gtntitc*.  (Ps.  97.  1. 
and  2.) 
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l-Oiithe  choice  of  a Mother  for  the  Word  Incar~ 

* note, 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  the  Incarnation  had  been  de- 
creed,  the  .eternal  Word  might  have  assumed  the  per- 
I feet  body  of  a man,  such  as  was  formed  for  Adam,  with- 
out infringing  the  rigour  of  God’s  justice,  which  he  de- 
sired to  satisfy.  He  chose  however  to  be  bom  of  a mo- 
| ther,  first,  in  order  to  honor  both  sexes,  man  in  his  own 
proper  person,  and  woman  by  taking  flesh  and  blood  of 
her;  secondly,  that  m her  we  also  might  have  a mother 
to  plead  in  our  behalf  with  her  son,  who  will  be  our  Judge; 
thirdly,  that  becoming  himself  a helpless  infant,  and 
subject  to  his  mother,  he  might  give  us  a striking  exam- 
ple of  humility  and  subjection.  Reflect  how  in  all  these 
things,  which  were  subject  to  his  own  will,  he  always 
chooses  the  worst  and  most  repugnant  to  sense.  Re- 
flect and  imitate..  , - 

XI.  Consider,  ( 2 dr  The  divine  Word  did  hot  make- 
choice  of  this  individual  mother,  for  any  merits  of  her 
own,  which  were  none,  but  in  order  that  she  might  have 
merit  He  therefore  bestowed  ugpn  her  the  fulnesafoT 
grace  and  the  perfection  of  virtue,  m order  that  she  might 
become  worthy  of  the  dignity  which  was  designed  for 
her. . Congratulate  with  her  for  this  choice,  and  her  pre- 
destination from  a|l  eternity.  I was  set  up,  from  dll  eternity 
and  qf  old  before  ike  earth  was  made . (Frov.  8.  23.) 
..Offer  yourself  to  be  her  eternal  client,  and  earnestly  im- 
plore her  assistance  and  protection..  ; 

, III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Word  incarnate  did  not  choote 
for  his  mother  a rich  personage  or  princess,  but  one  that 
wa9  poor  and  from  the  lower  walks  of  life.  Thus 
he  Confounds  our  pride  and  vanity,  which  prompt  us  to 
>epk  after  tijbosp  things,  which  appear  great  m the  eyes  of 
the  woyjd. . Qy  ye  sons  qf  men , how  long  will  yf  be  dull 
of  heart  f . Why  do  ye  love  vanity  and  seek  qf  ter  lying? 
F 2 ' r*'y‘  " ' . 
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(Ft.  '4.  3?)  Leaft»  'to  contemn  th%  ja&gmena  «jf  W 
world)  aftd  to  consider  those  things  only  great,  which  are 
so  in  the  sight  of  God ; and  be  convinced  that  much 
worth  and  virtue  often  lie  concealed  under  a poor  and 
humble  appearance. 


I htfkechoiceofa  Mother  for  the  W&rd  Incur • I 
note.  1 

TMKT  SECOND 

SATURDAY. 

’I.  Consider,  1st.  The  prerogatives  Of  the  toother  of  1 
God.  It  was  proper  that  the  eternal  Woril  should  honor  , 
his  mother,  and  raise  her  above  the  common  condition 
Of  mortals  by  special  privileges.  If  king  Solomon  made 
a,  great  'throne  qf  ivory  ana  overlaid  it  with  the  Jtneit 
gold— so  that  there  woe  no  euth  work  made  in  any  king • 
Jdom , f3.  Kings,  10.  18,  20.)  with  how  much  more  rea- 
~Son  tnight  tho  King  of  heaven  adorn  his  throne,  and  de- 
corate the  habitation,  in  which  he  was  to  remain  for  nine 
.months. 

II.  Consider,  Yd.  Some  of  her  special  privileges 
were : 1st.  The  greatest  sanctity  that  ever  fell  to  the  let 
of  any  pure  creature  was  communicated  to  her  from  the 
first  moment  of  her  conception ; for  it  Was  not  proper 
that  the  mother  of  God  should  ever  have  been  subject  to 
the  deVfli : even  for  a moment  2d.  She  never 'felt  the 
Stings  of  cbricupiacence.  3d.  She  Was  confirmed  in 
grace,  which  she  never  lost  by  mortal  sin,  and  Which  was 
never  diminished  by  venial  sin.  4th.  This  grace  was  con- 
tinuallyincreased  by  her  heroic  acts  of  virtue.  5th.  She 
conceived  and  remained  a virgin.  6th.  She  ' brought 
'forth  her  Son  without  pam,  and  without  detriment  to  her 
virginal  integrity.  7th.  She  is  finally  an  ocCan  of  all 
'kinds  bf  &mce,  and  her  perfection  surpassed  lihe  united 

Birfections  Of  ail  the  saints  and  angels.  fSuhr.  T.3. 3.  p. 

. 18.  Sec.  4.) 
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III.  Considered.  The  exalted  tides  to  which  she 
hats  a just  claim*  She  is  in  a Special  manner  the  daugh- 
ter of  the  eternal ‘Father,  the  chosen  mother  of  the  only 
begotten  Son  and  the  spouse  of  the  Holy  Ghost  She  is 
the  sovereign  of  men  and  angels.  She  is  the  mother  of 
mercy  and  the  refuge  of  sinners.  Conceive  what  a re- 
fuge you  have  and  what  a protection  you  may  find  in 
such  a mother.  Recommend  yourself  earnestly  to  her; 
/or,  as  St.  Bernard  says,  it  is  the  will  cf  Christ  that  we 
should  have  all  through  Mary. 


SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  expectation  of  the  Gentiles. 

MORNING  XNTERTAIHMENT.  — 

I will  look  towards  the  Lord  : I will  wait  for  God  my  Sa- 
viour.— [Mich.  vii.  vii.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  this  day’s  gospel: 
art  thou  he,  that  art  to  comey  or  do  we  look  for  another. 
'(Mat  1 1.  3.)  Christ  was  the  expected  of  ail  nations:  as 
is  said  in  Genesis*  he  shall  be  the  expectation  of  nation t, 
(Gen.  49.  10.)  mid  by  the  prophet  Aggeus,  thi  desired 
if  all  nations  shall  come.  (2.  8.)  Christ  with  good  rea- 
son was  the  expectation  of  the  Gentiles:  (or  he  came  to 
enlighten  (those  that  sat  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of 
deads;  he  came  to  :give  ?sight  to  the  blind,  heaving  to 
the  deaf,  and  the  use  of  their  limbs  to  the  lame ; he 
came,  In  fine,  to  bring  salvation  to  all.  He  shaU  save  his 
people  from  their  sins.  (Mat.  1.  21.) 

H,  Considered.  Tins  Messias,  this  expectation  of 
the  Gentiles,  wul  visit  yowto-day  in  the  eucharist,  to  free 
y#A  from^your  iniquities,  to  cure  your  infirmities,  to  be- 
Stow  «mye»  the^gifls  of  his  gsace,  jn*  word,  to  save  yon. 
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O,  what  a benefit  is  this  i Behold  God  is  my  saviour, 
says  Isaias,  I will  do  confidently  and  will  not  fear.  (12. 
2.)  Do  you  alsQ  act  confidently  with  him  and  surrender 
yourself  entirely  to  his  holy  will. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  order  to  prepare  for  his  com- 
ing, you  must  exercise  yourself  beforehand  in  fervent  de- 
sires and  longing  sighs  for  him ; for  he  is  hence  called 
the  expectation  cf  nations  and  the  desire  of  the  everlast- 
ing hills , (Gen.  49. 10,  26.)  that  is,  of  the  holy  Patriarchs 
and  Prophets : hence  royal  David  sings,  with  expecta- 
tion I have  waited  for  the  Lord,  and  he  was  attentive  to 
me.  (Ps.  39.  1.)  Expect  hup,  therefore,  with  an  ardent 
-desire:  purify  your  soul,  lest,  being  defiled  with  sin,  you 
may  offend  his  pure  eyes,  and  bring  upon  yourself  a 
curse  instead  of  a blessing.  (Vide  Gen.  27.  12.) 


On  the  Annunciation  of  the  Blessed  Virgin 
- Mary . 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  angel  Gabriel  was  sent  from 

God  into  the  city  of  Galilee , called  Nazareth , to  a virgin, 
&c.  (Luk.  1.  26.)  Never  did  the  world  witness  an  em- 
bassy so  solemn.  The  person  who  sends  it,  is  the  God 
of  majesty,  the  most  holy  and  divine  Trinity.  The  mes- 
senger is  the  archangel  Gabriel,  which  signifies  fortitude, 
that  is  to  say,  that  the  message  which  he  brought,  though 
it  might  appear  difficult,  or  even  impossible,  must  never- 
theless be  executed.  Observe  how  promptly  he  un- 
dertakes his  commission  and  learn  to  imitate  him  on  si- 
milar occasions.  ‘ * 

II.  Consider,  2d.  To  whom  this  message  is  sent. 
Who,  if  he  had  seen  such  an  ambassador  dispatched  iiih- 
mediately  from  God  himself,  and  descending  from  heav 
■ven  to  this  lower  world,  would  not  have  imagined,  tha& 
he  had  been  dispatched  to  Some  mighty  potentate  ? Andi 
yet  he  is  sent  to  a city  so  obscure  as  td  provoke  the  ^ 
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remark  of  Nathaniel,  ran  any  thing  of  good  come  from 
Nazareth  ? (John,  1. 46.)  He  is  sent  to  a small  cottage, 
to  a poor  Virgin,  espoused  to  a carpenter.  Be  ashamed 
that  you  should  so  miserably  love  and  seek  after  those 
things,  which  appear  great,  and  pleasing  to  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  Convince  yourself  that  this  affection  i$  erro- 
neous, and  labour  to  correct  it. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  principal  object  of  the  em- 
bassy was  to  require  the  consent  of  the  Virgin  to  be  the 
mother  of  God.  God  has  a right  to  exact  any  thing  that 
he  pleases  from  his  creatures,  but  he  wishes  that  our 
correspondence  with  his  will  should  be  voluntary.  He 
who  created  you  without  your  own  concurrence , says 
St  Augustine,  will  not  save  you  without  it.  Alas!  how 
often  does  God  send  you  his  invisible  angels,  his  holy 
inspirations,  to  gam  your  good  will,  and  consent  that  he 
may  be  conceived  spiritually  in  your  soul,  and  you  re- 
fuse him.  Ask  pardon  for  your  obstinacy,  and  if  to  day 
you  shall  hear  his  voice , harden  not  your  hearts . (Ps. 
94.  8.) 


On  {he  AngeVe  Salutation, 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  And  the  angel  having  come  in,  said 
to  her,  Hail  full  of  grace , the  Lord  is  with  thee.  (Luk. 
1.  38.)  The  grave  comportment  of  the  angel  and  the 
piodesty  of  his  cbuntenance  corresponded  to  his  venera- 
tion of  the  Virgin.  Learn  from  hence  to  act  like  an  an- 
gel in  your  intercourse  wkh  men,  but  more  especially  so 
with  God  in  prayer.  The  Virgin  was  pronounced  by 
the  aftgel  to  be  full  of  grace,  by  excellence,  and  far  supe- 
rior to  ill  other  pure  creatures.  Reflect  what  you  are 
lall  of,  whether  of  grace  and  virtue,  or  not  rather  of  pride, 
Vanity  and  self-love.  Our  Lord  is  with  thee , continued 
tiie  angel,  by  his  special  presence  and  the  effects  of  his 
pace ; and  she  wa3  with  God  in  her  thoughts,  desires, 
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and  affections.  Happy  communication  ! Examine  your 
actions  and  affections,  and  try  to  unite  them  to  God. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  actions  and  thoughts  of  the 
Virgin  at  that  time.  She  was  alone  and  praying  in  her 
closet,  (as  the  holy  fathers  tell  us)  to  teach  you  how 
you  ought  to  entertain  vourself  with  God  in  solitude,  if 
you  desire  to  be  visited  oy  him.  And  when  she  had  heard , 
she  was  troubled  at  his  sayings  (Luk.  1.’  29.)  that  is,  at 
her  own  praises  uttered  by  the  angel,  as  whosoever  that  is 
truly  humble,  will  be,  for  he  believes  that  praise  belongs 
to  God  and  not  to  himself.  She  thought  with  herself 
what  manner  of  salutation  this  should  be,  (ubi  sup.) 
prudently  examining  every  thing,  lest  she  might  be  de- 
ceived. O,  that  the  first  woman  had  been  so  prudent  and 
so  humble,  and  had  so  carefully  weighed  the  words  of  the 
fallen  angel. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  different  are  your  proceedings; 
on  every  occasion  you  seek  your  owi>  praises  and  ap- 
plaud yourself  when  you  hear  them  spoken  of  by  others ; 
and  not  satisfied  to  be  commended  by  others,  you  do 
it  yourself  When  you  hear  those  things  which  are 
pleasing,  you  do  not  imitate  the  Virgin,  and  examine 
what  manner  of  salutation  this  should  be>  but  immedi- 
ately embrace  it  with  your  whole  heart.  Your 'first  duty 
is  to  examine  every  affair  with  prudence  before  you  un- 
dertake it,  and  following  the  advice  of  the  wise  man,  let 
your  eyelids  go  before  your  stefis.  (Vid.  Prov.  4.  25.) 


On  the  Delivery  of  the  Message . 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  words  of  the  angel:  Fear  not,  Ma- 
ry;  for  thou  hast  found  grace  with  God . Behold , thou 
shalt  conceive  in  thy  womb , and  bring  forth  a son.  (Luk. 
1.  30,  31.)  Reflect  how  the  angel  dispels  all  fear  from 
the  mind  of  the  Virgin,  and  observe  that  it  is  the  cha- 
racter of  a good  spirit  to  bring  peace  and  security  to  the 
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soul.  Fear  not , Mary;  for  thou  hast  found  grace  with 
God;  for  true  joy  and  security  are  only  to  be  found  in 
the  grace  of  God,  and  not  in  worldly  gratifications,  and 
pleasures,  in  which  you  have  too  often  sought  them.  This 
grace  the  Virgin  possessed  in  an  eminent  degree  over 
every  other  creature,  in  such  a manner  that  the  words 
spoken  of  queen  Esther  may  be  applied  to  her ; And 
the  King  loved  her  more  than  all  the  women , and  she 
had  farvour  and  kindness  before  him  above  all  the  women . 
(Esth.12.  17.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  substance  of  the  message 
which  the  angel  bore:  Thou  shalt  bring  forth  a son , and 
thou  shalt  call  his  name  Jesus , (ubi  sup.)  that  is,  Saviour. 
He  shall  be  great , by  nature,  since  he  is  God;  by  his  of- 
fice, for  he  is  the  mediator  between  God  and  man;  in  con- 
sequence of  his  perfections^/or  in  him  dwelleth  all  theful- 
ness  of  the  Godhead , corfiorally.  (Coloss.  2.  9.)  He  shall 
be  called  the  Son  of  the  Most  High , not  by  adoption,  as  are 
all  the  just,  but  by  nature.  And  the  Lord  God  shall  give 
unto  him  the  throne  of  David,  his  father,  but  in  a far  more 
eminent  degree.  And  he  shall  reign  in  the  house  of  Ja- 
cob forever,  that  is  in  the  church  of  the  faithful.  (Luk.  1. 
32,  &c.)  Rejoice  at  these  glorious  prerogatives  of  your 
Saviour,  and  congratulate  the  mother  on  the  greatness  of 
the  son. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  With,  St.  Bernard,  these  words: 
He  shall  reign  in  the  house  of  Jacob  forever . Learn  to 
imitate  the  conduct  of  Jacob,  and  expel  the  influence  of 
the  devil  from  your.  soul.  Struggle  with  your  vicious 
inclinations  and  propensities.  Let  not  sin  reign  in  your 
mortal  body  ; (Rom.  6.  12.)  but  let  Jesus  Christ  reign 
in  your  soul  forever.  Say  with  St.  Bernard,  I have  no 
other  king  but  my  Lord  Jesus  Christ . (Bern.  hold.  4. 
Ut  sup.)  • 
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On  the  Blessed  Virgin's  Reply. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  words  of  the  Virgin,  how  shall 
this  be  done,  because  I know  not  man?  (Luk.  1 . 34.) 
The  blessed  Virgin,  who  had  hitherto  been  silent,  began 
at  last  to  speak  in  defence  of  her  virginity,  which  she 
would  not  forfeit  even  to  become  the  mother  of  God. 
O,  admirable  purity ! in  this  virtue  she  was  truly  singu- 
lar and  without  example.  Learn  from  her,  first,  both  to 
speak  and  to  be  silent  at  proper  times  and  on  proper 
occasions.  Secondly,  not  to  be  withdrawn  from  your 
good  purposes  or  obligations,  upon  any  account  or  pre- 
text without  carefully  examining  as  she  did  how  this 
may  be  done . Thirdly,  to  be  cautious  in  point  of  chas- 
tity, and  to  avoid  every  danger  in  regard  to  that  delicate 
virtue,  for  we  have  this  treasure  in  earthen  vessels, 
(2.  Cor.  4.  7.) 

II.  Consiaer,  2d.  The  Holy  Ghost  shall  come  upon 
thee , and  the  power  qf  the  Most  High  shall  overshadow 
thee.  (Luk.  1.  85.)  Ponder  the  excellency  of  Virgin- 
ity, of  which  Christ  was  so  great  a lover,  that,  whilst  .he 
took  upon  himself  all  our  other  miseries,  yet  he  would 
not  be  conceived  and  bom  but  of  a Virgin.  And  be- 
cause the  Virgin  herself  was  devotedly  attached  i6  this 
virtue,  the  divine  spirit  of  purity  himself  operated  ip  her 
this  mysterious  conception,  by  which  her  son,  who  as 
God  was  bom  only  of  the  Father,  as  man  was  born  only . 
of  herself.  Beseech  the  Lord  to  wit  you  with  his  lmfy 
grace,  and  to  ovetshadow  you  with  his  shoulders , es- 
pecially in  the  day  qf  battle , when  you  have  to  ficjit 
against  ' the  concupiscence  of  the  flesh.  (Vid.  Pal 
90.  4.  and  139.  8.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Behold  thy  cousin  • Elizabeth , she 
hath  also  conceived  a son  in  her  old  age.  (Luk.  1.  36.) 
She  that  was  barren  has  become  fruitful,  in  order  that  you 
may  discover  that  nothing  is  impossible  to  God.  There- 
fore although  you  have  hitherto  been  fruitless  in  good 
works,  yet  by  the  divine  grace  and  your  own  concurrence. 
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you  may  produce  many,  not  only  in  yourself,  but  also  in 
your  neighbours,  according  to  your  condition  and  state  of 
life.  Therefore,  begin  now  to  cooperate  with  God’s 
grace;  for  that  being  will  not  be  wanting  to  you,  who 
maketh  a barren  woman  to  dwelt  in  a house , the  joyful 
mother  of  children . (Ps.  112.  9.) 


On  the  Virgin *t  Content* 

FRIDAY, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  earnestly  the  Angel  and  the 
whole  court  of  Heaven  expected  the  cement  of  the 
Virgin.  Sfieak  but  the  wordy  says  St.  Bernard,  holy 
Virgin , which  heaven  and  earthy  and  the  world  belowy 
exfiect  from  you . (Bern.  Horn.  4.  super  missus.)  She 
gives  her  consent,  and  says:  Behold  the  handmaid  cf  the 
Lord . (Luk*  1.  38.)  Admire  that  singular  humility, 
which  prompted  her,  who  is  styled  the  mother  of  God,  to 
retain  the  name  of  a handmaid.  This  is  the  humility, 
which  our  Lord  regarded  and  loved  so  much  in  her,  as 
she  proclaims  in  her  canticle.  Embrace  the  same  humi- 
lity in  your  life  and  actions,  if  you  wish  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
dwell  in  you ; for  he  sendeth  forth  springs  in  the  vales. 
(Ps.  103.  10.)  He  bestows  on  the  humble,  the  waters 
of  his  grace;  but  he  deprives  the  proud  of  their  mois- 
ture. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  quality  of  handmaid,  or  ser- 
vant,  though  contemptible  amongst  men,  in  relation  to 
God,  is  honorable.  We  stand  in  that  relation  to  him, 
by  the  several  titles  of  creation,  redemption,  and  preser- 
vation. For  him  alone  we  ought  to  labour,  to  his  glory 
we  ought  to  direct  all  our  actions,  as  did  Ms  blessed 
handmaid.  Offer  yourself,  therefore,  to  God,  aahis  con- 
stant servant:  and  say,  with  royal  David*  0 Lardy  I am 
thy  servant:  I am  thy  servanty  and  the  son,  qf  thy  hand* 
maid . (Ps.  115/  6.)  Remember,  that  that  handmaid 
was  the  messed  Virgin  Mary. 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  The  admirable  obedience  and 
resignation  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  in  conforming  her  will 
to  the  divine  pleasure.  Be  it  done  to  me  according  to 
thy  word.  (Lnk.  I.  33.)  Conceive  how  grateful  this 
answer  was  to  God,  to  angels,  and  to  men.  Imitate  her 
resignation,  and  the  resignation  of  her  divine  son,  who 
afterwards  prayed,  Not  a*  I will,  but  aa  thou  wilt . (Mat. 
26.  39.)  The  angel  , had  fulfilled  his  commission,  the 
holy  Trinity  was  rejoiced,  and  the  Virgin  arrested  the 
attention  of  God,,  of  angels,  and  Of  man.  Let  your  con- 
duct prove  that  she  haa  pined  some  of  your  attention. 


On  the  accomplishment  of  the  Incarnation . 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  the  Virgin’s  consent,  the 
eternal  Word,  aa  a bridegroom  coming  out  of  hia  bride- 
chamber,  to  celebrate  hia  nuptials  with  human  nature, 
rejoiced  aa  a giant  to  run  the  way',  (Ps.  18.  6.)  to  unite 
himself  to  the  weakness  of  human  nature,  and  to  com- 
mence the  work  of  our  redemption.  He  took  flesh  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,  to  this  he  united  a rational  soul,  and 
he  communicated  his  divinity  to  both.  Thus,  the  Word 
waa  made  fieah,  and  dwelt  among  u*.  (John.  1,  14.) 
Conceive  what  joy  the  angels  in  heaven  felt,  and  the 
saints  in  limbo,  at  the  accomplishment  of  this  salutary 
mystery. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  kind  of  a body  the  eternal 
Word  assumed  in  the  Virgin’s  womb.  He  might  have 
assumed  a body  immortal  and  glorious  (for  this  was  his 
due)*  but  he  preferred  to  take  to  himself  the  mortal  flesh 
of  a helpless  infant.  1st.  In  order  that  he  might  in  all 
thinga  be  made  like  to  hia  brethren.  (Vid.  Heb.  2’.  r7.) 
2d.  In  order  to  induce  us  to  love  him  more  tenderly. 
3d.  To  remove  all  fear  from  us,  and  to  inspire  us  with 
confidence.  4th.  To  give  us  an  example  of  humility, 
patience  and  mortification,  by  remaining  nine  months 
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imprisoned  in  his  mother’s  womb,  in  the  most  distressing 
situation.  5th.  In  order  that  he  might  satisfy,  in  the 
flesh,  for  our  debts,  lik^a  condemned  criminal.  You, 
who  are  but  dust  and  ashes,  learn  to  be  humble,  when 
you  see  the  Lord  of  hosts  thus  humbled  for  your  sake. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  were  the  first  acts  of  the 
divine  infant,  immediately  after  his  conception.  He 
offered  himself  and  his  whole  life  to  the  eternal  Father, 
as  a holocaust,  and  a sacrifice  for  our  sins.  He  said,  in 
the  inspired  language  of  his  prophet,  Jtehold,  I come. 
(Ps.  39.  8.)  The  eternal  Father  was  pleased  with  his 
new  bom  son;  and  he  might  well  have  said,  Thou  art  my 
&m,  this  day  have  I begotten  thee . (Ps.  2.  7.)  This 
day  was  a day  of  joy  to  heaven  and  to  earth.— On  this  day, 
Mercy  and  truth  met  each  other:  and  justice  and  peace 
hissed.  Truth  has  sprung  out  qf  the  earth:  and  jus * 
tiee  has  looked  down  from  heaven.  (Ps.  84.  11,  12.) 


THIRD  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  anointed  of  the  Lord. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Draw  me,  we  will  run  after  thee  to  die  odour  of  thy  oint- 
ments.— [Cant.  i.  iii.J 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  Pharisees,  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, sent  to  St.  John,  to  inquire  whether  or  not  he  were 
the  Christ.  This  title  belongs  to  none  but  the  Redeemer, 
or  the  anointed  of  the  Lord.  He  was  anointed  by  a 
triple  unction,  as  King,  Prophet,  and  High  Priest.— 
Thy  name  is  as  oil  poured  out.  (Cant.  1.  2.)  Thy 
God  hath  anointed  thee  wit%  the  oil  of  gladness  above 
thy  fellows.  (Ps.  44.  8.)  Who,  then,  would  not  run 
after  him  in  the  odour  qf  his  ointments.  (Vid.  Cant. 
1.3.) 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  This  anointed  of  the  Lord  will 
visit  you  to-day  in  the  eucharist,  to  make  you  partaker 
Of  his  sweet  ointments.  Myi^rhy  and  stuctcy  and  cas - 
sia  perfurhe  thy  gatmentsy  {Ps.  44.  9.)  that  is,  from 
the  sacramental  forms  under  which  Christ  is  clothed  in 
the  eucharist.  At  his  visit,  he  will  anoint  you  with  his 
three-fold  unction:  1st.  With  the  unction  of  mercy,  he 
will  efface  all  your  sins.  2d.  With  the  unction  of  forti- 
tude, he  will  strengthen  you  against  your  spiritual  ene- 
mies. 3d.  With  the  unction  pf  wisdom,  he  WiU  instruct 
and  enlighten  your  understanding.  For  his  unction 
teacheth  you  concerning  all  things.  (1.  John,  2.  27.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  ought  to  prepare  yourself 
against  his  coming.  I have  prepared  a lamp  for  my 
anointed.  (Ps.  131.  27.)  This  expression  the  holy 
fathers  interpret  of  John  the  Baptist;  for  he  was  a burn- 
ing and  a shining  light.  (John,  5.  35.)  Prepare,  also,  in 
the  same  manner,  the  lamp  of  your  soul;  purify  it  from 
sin,  and  give  it  the  lustre  of  good  works.  Let  the  flame 
of  divine  loy^  burn  interiorly  in  your  soul;  and.  prove  its 
existence  ttete,  by  ettemai  virtuous  actions  and  good 
example. 


On  the  Visitation  of  the  blessed  Virgin . 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  soon  as  the  Word  incarnate 
was  conceived  in  the  womb  of  the  Virgin,  he  hastened 
to  sahctify  his  precursor  and  commence  his  office  as 
Saviour.  He  inspired  his  mother  to  visit  her  cousin 
Elizabeth,  in  order  that  She,  who  was  to  be  the  mediatrix 
between  us  and  ber  son,  might  in  some  manner  concur 
to  the  first  sanctification  which  he  wrought.  She  readily 
obeyed  the  divine  impulse*  and  willingly  embraced  the 
occasion  of  doing  a good  office.  Learn  of  her  to  be 
zealous  in  assisting  others,  and  to  lo&e  no  occasion  of 
exercising  charity. 
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If.  Consider,  2d.  And  Mary  rising  ufi  in  those 
days,  went  into  the  mountainous  country  with  haste , into 
<l  city  of  Judea . (Luke.  1.  39.)  Admire  the  prompt* 
ness  of  her  obedience  to  the  divine  Spirit.  Neither  the 
tediousness  nor  the  difficulties  attending  a long  journey, 
neither  the  delicacy  of  her  sex,  nor  her  lately  acquired 
dignity,  could  deter  her  from  undertaking  the  journey. 
This  journey  was  not  undertaken  from  vain  ceremony 
nor  compliment,  not  out  of  curiosity  nor  doubt  in  regard 
to  what  the  angel  had  said;  but  from  a motive  of  pure, 
zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  a desire  of  assisting  her 
neighbour.  Meditate  on  her  singular  modesty  /recollec- 
tion, and  devotion,  with  which  she  entertained  the  Son  of 
God;  and  learn  how  you  ought  to  entertain  the  same 
God,  when  you  carry  him  in  your  breasts  uqdcr  the 
sacramental  forms. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  AH  those  who  are  full  of  the  divine 
Spirit  naturally  tend  towards  the  mountain  of  perfection. 
They  despise  the  world,  and  soar  above  it,  and  their 
thoughts  are  centred  in  heaven.  Save  thyself  in  the 
mountain , said  the  angel  to  Lot.  (Gen.  19.  IT.)  Be- 
sides, they  act  with  vigour,  with  speed,  and  with  fervour; 
for,  as  St.  Ambrose  writes,  the  grace  tf  the  Holy  Ghost 
Jcnows  no  lingering  delays . (Amb.  in  Luc.)  Examine 
whether  or  not,  in  your  thoughts  and  desires,  you  adhere 
to  inferior  things,  and  linger  in  the  way,  that  leads  to  the 
mountain  of  perfection. 


■ 

On  the  Mewed  Virgin’*  Entrance  into  the 
House  of  Elizabeth. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Mary  having  entered  into  the  house 
of  Elizabeth,  saluted  her.  first,  though  she  were  the 
greater  in  dignity.  Thus  Christian  chanty  should  prompt 
every  one  to  act.  Imagine  what  modesty  and  cha- 
rity were  displayed  upon  the  occasion.  There  were 
G 2 
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no  empty  compliments,  nor  unmeaning  wordly  eeremcu- 
nies;  but  all  was  real  expression  of  mutual  ioy.  At  the 
voice  of  Maryj  the  eternal  Word  sanctified  hb  precur- 
sor, purified  him  from  original  sin,  enriched  him  with 
the  gifts  of  grace  and  sanctity,  endowed  him  with  the 
use  of  reason,  and  made  him  sensible,  even  then,  of  the 
mystery  of  the  incarnation  and  hb  own  happiness. — For 
behold , exclaimed  the  enraptured  Elizabeth,  aa  aoon  am 
the  voice  qf  thy  salutation  sounded  in  my  ears,  the  in- 
fant in  my  womb  leaped  for  joy.  (Luk.  1.  44.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  At  the  voice  of  Mary,  Elizabeth 
was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost . (Luk.  1.41,42.)  She 
was  endowed  with  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  and  cried  out 
With  a loud  voice,  and  said , Blessed  art  thou  among  wo- 
men, and  blessed  is  the  fruit  of  thy  womb . Learn  from 
hence,  how  beneficial  is  the  meditation  of  the  Virgin,  by 
whose  means  the  eternal  Word  wrought  such  admirable 
effects  in  the  infant  and  hb  mother.  Salute  her  in  the 
spirit  of  Elizabeth;  acknowledge  and  prabe  her  excel* 
lence,  arising  from  her  divine  maternity. 

III.  Consider,  3d,  Those  other  words  of  Elizabeth: 
Whence  is  this  to  me,  that  the  mother  qf  my  Lord  should 
come  to  me?  (Luk.  I.  43.)  The  spirit  of  God  always 
prompts  humility,  and  humility  attends  all  his  gifts.  Ob- 
serve how  by  divine  inspiration  she  styles  her  Mother  of 
God,  which  the  church  acknowledges  as  her  chief  title. 
Learn  from  the  infant  and  hb  mother,  how  you  ought  to 
entertain  Christ  in  the  eucharist 


On  the  Canticle  Magnificat. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Elizabeth  had  uttered  these 
prabes,  the  blessed  Virgin  poured  forth  her  sentiments 
of  gratitude  and  humility,  in* the  words  of  the  admirable 
Canticle  Magnificat.  Remark  that  she  does  not  enter- 
tain Elizabeth  with  the  same  prabes  which  she  had  re* 
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ceived  from  her,  as  worldly  principles  would  dictate;  nor 
does  she,  from  a dissembling  pretence  of  humility,  as 
worldlings  generally  do,  deny  the  favours  which  she  had 
received:  she  refers  all  to  God,  and  ascribes  nothing  to 
herself,  Learn  from  hence,  that  it  is  not  real  humility 
to  deny  or  dissemble  the  natural  or  supernatural  gifts 
which  we  possess.  You  must,  however*  acknowledge, 
that  they  proceed  from  the  mere  goodness  of  God,— not 
from  yourselves  or  your  own  deserts;  and  you  must  refer 
to  him  all  the  praise  and  honor  resulting  from  them,  and 
usurp  nothing  of  them  to  yourself. 

II.  Conuder,  2d.  In  this  Canticle,  we  are  taught  two 
important  lessons : First,  to  rejoice  and  delight  in  God 
alone,  and  in  those  things  which  appertain  to  our  salva- 
tion, and  not  in  the  vuuties  and  pleasures,  nor  in  the 
praises  and  favours  of  the  world.  It  was  God  alone  who 
had  done  great  things  to  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  who 
daily  does  great  things  for  his  church.  He  alone  is 
mighty,  his  name  alone  is  holy , his  mercy  Ufrom  gene - 
ration  to  generation , to  those  who  fear  him,  (Luk.  I.  49, 
ftc.];  not  to  those  who  contemn  him,  and  provoke  his 
anger  by  their  sins.  Examine  in  what  things  you  take 
the  most  delight,  and  whether  you  be  in  the  class  of  those 
who  rejoice  In  most  wicked  things . (ProV.  2.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  second  important  lesson  'which 
we  are  taught  in  the  Magnificat  is,  that  humility  is  a vir- 
tue of  the  greatest  efficacy.  It  was  so,  first,  in  regard  to 
the  Virgin  herself;  for  it  was  the  foundation  of  all  her 
greatness.  She  acknowledges  it  herself  when  she  says, 
He  hath  regarded  the  humility  qf  his  handmaid : for 
behold,  Jrom  henceforth  all  generations  shall  call  me 
blessed . 2d.  It  was  so  in  regard  to  all  mankind:  For 
God  hath  put  down  the  mighty  from  their  seat , and  hath 
exalted  the  humble ; he  hath  filled  the  hungry  with  good 
things , and  the  rich  he  hath  sent  away  empty . (Luk.  1. 
52.)  If  you,  therefore,  wish  to  be  favoured  by  almighty 
God,  if  you  desire  to  be  exalted,  and  if  you  wish  to  be 
filled  with  good  things,  learn  to  be  humble,  and,  with  St 
Bernard,  love  to  be  unknown  and  not  regarded* 
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On  the  blessed  Virgin? 8 Stay  with  St  Eliza- 
beth. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Although  the  presence  of  the  vir- 
gin mother  and  her  divine  son  were  so  beneficial  to  Eli- 
zabeth and  the  Baptist,  it  did  not  restore  speech  to  Za- 
chary. We  may  piously  believe,  however,  that  he  re- 
ceived many  spiritual  favours.  The  restoration  of  his 
speech  was  reserved  by  Christ  for  the  honor  of  his  pre- 
cursor, at  his  birth.  Learn  from  hence,  to  reverence 
the  divine  providence  of  God,  in  the  dispensation  of  his 
favours:  and  respectfully  abstain  from  prescribing  to  it 
the  time  and  manner  of  affording  assistance;  but  patiently 
wait,  with  Zachary,  the  divine  pleasure. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  Virgin  remained  in  the  house 
of  Zachary  about  the  space  of  three  months,  displaying 
in  her  words  and  actions  that  humility  and  charity,  which 
had  rendered  her  worthy  to  become  the  mother  of  God. 
Conceive  how  holy  was  the  conversation  of  the  blessed 
company,  and  what  benefit  was  derived  from  it.  If  at  the 
first  entrance,  says  St.  Ambrose,  the  benefit  was  to  greats 
that  at  Mary's  salutation , the  infant  leafied  for  joy , 
and  his  mother  was  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost , what 
do  we  think  ought  Mary9*  ftresence  to  have  added  bif 
the  benefit  qf  so  long  a time ? (Amb.  in  Luc.)  Love, 
therefore,  to  converse  wkh  the  good,  and  take  care  that 
others  may  profit  by  your  company  and  conversation. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  inspired  words  of  scripture: 
The  ark  of  the  Lord  abode  in  the  house  qf  Obededomy 
the  Gethite,  three  months ; and  the  Lord  blessed  Obede - 
•dom  and  all  his  household . (2.  Kings,  6.  1 1.)  How  much 
more  may  we  suppose  did  he  bless  the  house  of  Zachary, 
m which  the  living  ark  of  the  Lord  and  the  mother  of 
God  dwelt  so  long.'  The  same  blessings  will  be  received 
by  you,  when  he  visits  you  in  the  holy  sacrament,  if  you 
give  him  a proper  reception. 
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On  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  parents  of  the  Baptist  were 
pronounced  by  the  evangelist,  to  be  both  just  before  God , 
walking  in  all  the  commandments  and  justifications  of 
the  Lord  without  blame . (Luk.  1.6.)  ' Here  strengthen 
your  faith  on  the  important  dogma,  that  it  is  possible  to 
observe  all  the  commandments  of  God;  for  Zachary  and 
Elizabeth  observed  them.  It  is  possible,  too,  to  observe 
the  counsels;  for  they  walked  in  all  the  justifications  oi 
the  Lord  without  blame.  Aim  at  the  perfection  of  your 
calling,  and  be  just  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  blameless  in 
your  conversation  with  men. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  God  honored  the  birth  of  his 
precursor.  1st.  By  sending  the  same  an^el  to  announce 
his  birth  that  was  employed  in  announcing  the  birth  of 
his  own  Son.  2d.  The  manner  in  which  his  birth  was 
announced,  was  more  solemn  than  that  by  which  the  Re* 
deemer  was  made  known;  for  his  birth  was  announced 
to  the  high  priest,  in  the  temple,  at  the  time  of  public 
sacrifice,  when  all  the  people  were  filled  with  wonder 
and  expectation.  3d.  The  angel  himself  gave  him  a 
name,  and  we  do  not  read  that  this  ever  happened  to  any 
ether,  except  to  Christ.  This  was  not  an  unmeaning 
name,  but  full  of  mystery,  and  it  imports  the  Baptist  was 
Specially  favoured  by  almighty  God. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  dignity  of  the  Baptist’s  office: 
He  shall  go  before  him  in  the  sfiirit  and  flower  of  Elias . 
(Luk.  1.  17.)  It  was  his  duty  to  bear  witness  to  the 
truth  of  the  incarnation,  and  to  point  out  die  Messias.— 
He  was  to  do  this  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  Elias,  that 
is,  with  an  undaunted  courage  and  undiminished  zeal, 
which  accompanied  him  during  the  whole  course  of  his 
life,— in  the  wilderness,  at  the  river  Jordan,  in  cities,  in 
the  court  of  Herod,  in  prison,  and  in  death  itself.  He 
firefiared  for  the  Lord  a perfect  people , (Luk.  L 17.) 
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by  his  baptism,  by  his  preaching  penance,  and  by  the 
austerity  of  his  life.  Examine  whether  it  be  not  your 
duty,  to  do  all  or  something  of  this,  and  excite  yourself 
to  imitate  the  example  of  St.  John. 


On  the Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Now  Elizabeth9  8 full  time  of  being  de- 
livered was  come , and  she  brought  forth  a son . (Luk.  1. 
57.)  Reflect  on  the  joy  of  the  parents,  and  the  congratula- 
tions of  their  friends,  for  this  blessing.  Such  is  the  joy  of 
the  saints  and  angels,  and  such  the  internal  satisfaction  of 
the  soul,  when  it  conceives  virtuous  resolutions  and  is 
fruitful  in  good  works,  fie  not  discouraged  if  you  do  not 
immediately  attain  that  virtue,  or  overcome  that  vice, 
which  you  desire.  God  is  accustomed  to  delay  his  gifts 
and  favours,  in  order  to  inflame  your  desires  of  them.-— 
Trusty  therefore,  in  the  Lord , and  do  goody  and  he  will 
give  thee  the  request  qf  thy  heart * (Ps.  36.  3,  4.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  shall  be  called  John , (Luke, 
1.  60.)  which  signifies  grace;  for  no  saint  whatever, 
Christ’s  blessed  mother  alone  excepted,  possessed  such 
an  abundance  of  grace.  He  was  by  his  office,  and  by 
the  purity  of  his  life,  an  angel;  he  was  an  Elias  in  spirit; 
he  was  more  than  a prophet;  he  was  sanctified  in  his 
mother’s  womb;  and,  as  Christ  himself  tells  us,  a greater 
than  he  never  rose  from  a woman . Reverence  this  saint, 
so  singularly  beloved  and  so  nearly  allied  to  our  Lord, 
and  endeavour  to  imitate  his  heroic  virtues.  , 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  happened  at  his  birth:  1st. 
His  mother,  by  divine  inspiration,  gives  him  his  name. 
2dly.  His  father  writing  the  same  name,  his  mouth  fpat 
sfiened,  and  his  tongue  loosed ; and  he  sfiokcy  blessing 
God.  3dly.  He  was  filed  with  the  Holy  Ghost . 4thly, 
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Fear  came  upon  all  their  neighbour*:  and  all  the*e 
word*  were  divulged  over  the  mountainou*  country  of 
Judea . 5thly.  All  they  who  heard  them  laid  them  up 
in' their  heart*)  saying:  What  kind  qf  child  think  you 
shall  thi * be?  For  the  hand  of  the  Lord  wa*  with  him, 
(Luk.  1.  64  to  66.)  Do  yon,  m like  manner,  lay  these 
things  up  in  your  heart  by  serious  meditation,  and  pray 
that  the  hand  of  the  Lord  may  be  also  with  you. 


FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  guest  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Zacheus,  make  haste  and  come  down;  for  to-day  I must  abide 
in  thy  house. — [Luk.  six.  v.) 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ,  although  he  be  the  King  of 
glory,  whom  myriads  of  angels  attend  in  heaven,  ardently 
desires,  notwithstanding,  to  become  the  guest  of  your  soul. 
Hence  he  says,  in  the  Apocalypse,  Behold)  I stand  at  the 
door  and  knock)  \f  any  man  shall  hear  my  voice  and 
often  to  me  the  door , I will  come  into  him , and  will  *up 
with  himy  and  he  with  me . (Apoc.  3. 20.)  Consider  the 
greatness  of  the  favour;  reflect  who  you  are,  and  who 
he  is. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  is  said  in  the  gospel  of  this 
day;  Prepare  ye  the  way a of  the  Lord , make  hi*  path* 
straight.  (Luk.  0.  4.)  You  must  prepare  your  heart 
to  entertain  so  great  a guest.  Your  guest  is  content 
even  with  what  is  mean,  provided  it  be  pure;  hence  he 
would  take  flesh  in  the  purest  womb  of  the  Virgin,  be 
laid  in  a new  sepulchre,  and  was  wrapt  in  a clean  winding- 
sheet  He  is  highly  pleased  wkh  humility,  and  as  much 
offended  with  pride  and  self-conceit.  If  there  be  a valley 
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of  imperfection  in  your  soul,  you  must  fill  it  up,  as  is 
said  in  the  gospel  of  to-day;  if  there  be  a hill  of  pride, 
you  must  level  it.  Meet  your  guest,  then,  with  acts  of 
adoration  and.  humility;  and  say,  from  the  bottom  of  your 
soul,  Lord , I am  not  worthy  that  thou  shouldst  enter 
under  my  roof.  (Luk.  7.  6.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  With  what  prompt  kindness  and 
hearty  welcome  the  saints  in  the  scripture  received  their 
guests:  Abraham  the* three  angels,  (Gen.  18.  3.);  the 
Sunamite  woman,  the  prophet  Elizeus,  (4.  King.  4.  8.J; 
Martha,  Christ  himself.  (Luk.  10.  38.)  Imitate  their 
holy  example,  and  present  your  whole  heart  undivided 
to  your  guest.  This  is  all  that  he  requires.  My  eon , 
he  says,  give  me  thy  heart . (Prov.  33.  26.)  He  will 
not  receive  this  heart,  if  it  be  either  divided  by  self-love, 
or  a prey  to  inordinate  affection  or  undue  propensities. 


On  the  blessed  Virgin’s  Virginity,  revealed  to 
St.  Joseph. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  singular  sanctity  of  St  Joseph 

corresponded  with  his  exalted  office.  God  had  not  yet 
revealed  to  him  the  mystery  of  the  incarnation,  in  order  to 
prove  both  his  and  the  Virgin's  virtue.  When  he  per- 
ceived her  pregnancy,  after  her  return  from  St.  Eliza- 
beth, he  was  much  troubled,  and  being  a just  man , and 
not  willing  publicly  to  expose  her , he  thought  of  put - 
ting  her  away  privately.  (Vid.Mat.  1.  19.)  Thus,  God 
frequently  tries  the  virtue  and  perseverence  of  his  ser- 
vants, though  only  for  a time;  for  he  shall  not  suffer  the 
just  to  waver  forever.  (Ps.  54.  23.)  ' 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  many  virtue*,  which  the  holy 
man  exercised  in  this  perplexity  of  mind:  Patience,  in 
supporting  and  concealing  the  matter,  charity,  in  not 
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reproaching  her,  prudence  in  taking  mature  deliberation 
with  himself,  in  regard  to  what  ought  to  be  done.  Imi- 
tate his  example  when  you  discover  any  thing  apparent- 
ly wrong  in  the  conduct  of  your  neighbour;  avoid  rash 
judgment,  and  follow  the  advice  of  St.  Bernard:  excuse  the 
intention , \f  you  cannot  the  fact;  consider  it  a mistake , 
judge  it  a surprise , think  it  a chance . (Ber.  Ser.  in 
.Cant.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  admirable  virtues  which  the 
Virgin  also  exercised  during  this  perplexity  of  St.  Joseph. 
She  alleges  nothing  in  her  own  defence,  although  she 
might  have  done  so.  Her  honour  was  in  question  in  a 
matter  of  the  highest  and  most  delicate  importance. 
She  chooses  to  be  silent,  however,  and  rather  to  commit 
the  matter  to  God  alone,  than  publish  any  thing  which 
might  redound  to  her  own  praise.  My  secret  to  my - 
se(fy  she  might  have  said  with  Isaiah.  (Is.  24.  16.)  This 
is,  perhaps,  not  your  conduct;  you  immediately  reveal 
whatever  tends  to  your  own  commendation;  land,  though 
you  may  be  criminal,  you  attempt  even  to  excuse  your - 
self  in  your  tins,  (Ps-  140.  4.) 


On  the  blessed  Virgin’s  Virginity,  revealed  to 
St.  Joseph. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Behold , the  angel  of  the  Lord  ap- 
peared to  him  in  his  sleep . (Mat.  1.  20 This  ange 
honours  St.  Joseph  with  the  title  of  son  of  David.  He 
removes  from  his  mind  all  trouble  and  anxiety,  in  rela- 
tion to  his  spouse,  by  informing  him  of  the  mystery  of 
the  incarnation.  Observe  how  God,  in  due  time,  assists 
those  holy  souls  who  are  in  distress;  when  all  human 
means  fail,  he  sends  them  succour  from  heaven.  Ad- 
mire the  providence  of  God,  which  never  abandons  us, 
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although  it  seems  to  leave  us  for  a time.  For  a small 
moment  have  I forsaken  theey  but  with  great  mercy  will 
I gather  thee.  (Is.  54.  7.)' 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  feelings  of  joy  which  St.  Jo- 
seph experienced,  when  he  was  informed  of  the  mystery 
of  the  incarnation,  the  perfect  innocence  of  the  Virgin, 
and  her  election  to  be  the  mother  of  God.  He  feh  the 
importance  of  the  dignity,  to  which  he  was  raised:  he  was 
not  only  the  guardian  and  spouse  of  the  mother  of  God, 
but  he  was  also  the  reputed  father  of  the  Son  of  God; 
and,  as  father,  he  was  to  give  him  the  name  oT  Jesus.— 
Congratulate  with  him  on  his  elevation  to  this  honour, 
and  reverence  with  singular  devotion  him,  whom  both  the 
mother  and  the  Son  so  highly  honoured* 

III.  Consider,  3d*  The  mutual  joy  of  the  Virgin  and 
St*  Joseph  after  the  angel  had  revealed  to  him  the  mys- 
tery of  the  incarnation.  Conceive  and  reverence  their  i 
mutual  congratulations,  when  he  informed  her  of  the 
angel’s  vision.  St.  Joseph  probably  condemned  himself 

of  suspicion,  in  consequence  of  the  anxiety  which  he  had 
expenenced.  Learn  the  importance  of  the  virtue  of 
charity,  and  convince  yoursell  that  it  is  more  safe  to  err 
from  an  excess  of  charity,  than  to  be  too  suspicious  of 
the  conduct  of  others.  Learn,  also,  to  put  your  trust  in 
God  alone,  in  every  perplexing  event  of  life;  for  it  is  he 
alone,  who,  after  a storm,  makes  a catm;  and  after  tears 
and  wee  fling  flours  in  joyfulness.  (Tob.  3.  22.) 


On  the  expectation  of  the  Virgin’s  Delivery. 

♦ 

VAST  FIRST* 

WEDNESDAY* 

I.  Consider,  1st*  The  infont  Jesus  shut  up  in  his  mo- 
ther’s womb,  earnestly  desired  that  hour  in  which  he 
was  to  appear  to  the  world,  and  commence  the  work  of 
4qr  salvation.  He  might  hare  then  said,  as  he  afterwards 
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did,  I have  a Baptism , wherewith  1 am  to  be  baptised: 
and  how  am  I straightened  until  it  be  accomplished ? 
(Luk.  12.  50.)  He  remained  in  this  state,  however,  for 
nine  months,  and  would  not  dispense  with  himself  one 
day.  He  had  embraced  our  common  nature,  and  he 
would  not  refuse  any  of  the  inconveniences  or  sufferings 
which  were  attached  to  it,  W hat  man  would  suffer  him- 
self to  be  so  long  imprisoned,  when  he  could  avoid  it? 
Christ  suffered  it,  and  for  your  sake.  Be  ashamed,  then, 
to  complain  of  small  inconveniences,  when  God  suffered 
so  much. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  desire  of  the  blessed  Virgin 
*o  see  her  son,  whom  she  knew  to  be  God  qf  God,  in- 
creased in  proportion  as  the  happy  moment  approached. 
She  might  well  apply  to  herself  those  words  of  the  can- 
ticle: who  shall  give  thee  to  me , that  Imayjind  thee  and 
kiss  thee . (Cant.  8.  1.)  In  the  mean  time,  .whilst  her 
heart  was  filled  with  the  most  ardent  affections  of  love, 
she  resigned  herself  with  perfect  conformity  to  the  will 
of  God,  in  regard  to  the  time,  place,  and  manner  of  her 
delivery,  because  she  was  convinced  that  God  hath  care 
qf  us,  (Vid.  1.  Pet.  5.  7.)  Imitate  her  example,  and  cast 
all  your  solicitude  upon  God . (Vid.  Pet.  ubi.  sup.) 

IIL  Consider,  3d.  How.  well  the  divine  infant  re- 
warded his  mother  whilst  he  remained  shut  up  in  her 
womb.  If  at  the  first  moment  of  his  conception  he  be- 
stowed upon  her  such  extraordinary  grace  and  favour, 
what  increase  of  these  did  he  not  give  her,  during  the 
nine  months,  which  she  carried  him  in  her  womb.  He 
illuminated  her  understanding  with  an  infused  light  and 
knowledge  of  the.mysteries  of  faith  ; he  inflamed  her  will 
with  more  than  seraphic  affections  of  love.  He  was  no 
burden,  no  pain,  no  trouble  to  her;  but  a most  welcome 
guest,  and  an  effectual  comforter  on  all  occasions.  He 
would  be  so  to  you,  with  due  proportion,  in  the  sacra- 
ment, if  you  would  give  him  a similar  entertainment  and 
not  immediately  dissipate  your  mind  with  other  affairs. 


zed  by  CjOO^Ic 


88 


FOURTH  WEEK 


On  the  expectation  of  the  Virgin *8  Delivery. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  ^ Consider,  1st.  This  expectation  existed  on  the  part  * 
of  the  fathers  in  limbo;  they  prayed  and  cried  out  con- 
tinually With  I aaiah:  Drop,  dew , ye  heavens , from  above , 
and  let  the  clouds  rain  the  just;  let  the  earth  be  opened 
and  bud  forth  a saviour . (45.  8.)  They  longed  tube  set 
free  from  bondage,  in  order  that  they  might  ehjoy  tHe 
beatific  vision.  Shine  forth , they  exclaimed  from  their 
prison-house,  before  Ephraim , Benjamin  and  Manasses. 
Stir  up  thy  might , and  come  to  * save  us.  (Ps.  79.  3.) 
Rouse  your  sluggish  mind  with  these  inflamed  desires. 
Be  ashamed  (it  was  the  reflection  of  St.  Bernard),  that 
the  display  of  so  much  kindness  does  nqt  cause  in  you  a 
joy  corresponding  to  that  inflamed  desire , which  the 
mere  promise  excited  in  the  hearts  of  the  ancient  saints . 
(Ser.  2.  in  Cant.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  expectation  a devout  sojil 
ought  to  entertain  of  having  Christ  spiritually  born  in 
itself  by  grace.  What  is  my  hope ? is  it  not  the  Lordt 
(Ps.  38.  8.)  In  this  expectation  we  ought  to  employ  all 
the  faculties  of  our  souls:  our  memories  and  understand- 
ings should  attentively  consider  hia  admirable  virtues 
and  perfections : our  wills  should  be  exercised  ih  ar- 
dent affections  of  love,  and  in  desires  of  representing  in 
ourselves  what  we  behold  in  him,  in  order  that  we  may 
with  the  Apostle  behold  the  glory  of  the  Lord  with 
face  uncovered , and  be  transformed  into  the  same  image. 
(Vid.  2.  Cor.  3.  18.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  We  ought  not  to  content  ourselves 
with  mere  affections  and  desires,  for  by  these  we  only 
conceive  Christ;  but  we  must  bring  him  forth  by  actions. 
We  must  labour  in  the  exercise  of  Christian  perfection 
till  Christ  be  formed  in  us.  (Gal.  4.  19.)  If  our  desires 
do  not  display  themselves  in  acts  of  virtue,  they  will  only 
torture  our  consciences  and  prove  our  ruin.  Desires , 
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siya  the  r wise  m&ni  MM  the  slothful.  (Piw.  21.  25.) 
Enc*urags  yourself,  therefore,  and  inflame  your  heart 
with  the  antiphons  ot  the. church  used  during  this  holy 
time.  0y  vwd#v%y  which  isauedfrom  the  mouth  qf  the 
moot  high*  extending  from  end  to.  end  mightily y and 
sweetly  disposing  all  things^  come  and  teach  us  the  may 
qf  firudcihteyMc*  (YkLAnfc.  Adv.) 


0%  t ha  Jonmoy  of  tho  blesoei  Virgin  to  Beth- 
fohem. 

• FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  those  days  there ■ went  out  a 
decree  from  Cesar  Augustus  ^ that  the  whole  world 
ohould  he  enrolled.  (Luk.  2.  1.)  The  disposition  of 
divme  Providence  was  most  wonderful.  Christ  might 
have  been  born  where,  and  when,  and  in  whatever  cir- 
cumstances he  pleased,  but  he  refused  every  conveni- 
ence for  himself,  in  order  to  teach  us  that  the  spirit  of 
poverty  was  his  favourite  virtue.  He  was  bom  in  the 
middle  of  winter,  when  his  parents,  in  consequence  of 
Caesar’s  edict,  were  far  from  Nazareth,  in  order  that  he 
might  deprive  himself  of  those  small  conveniences,  which 
their  house  might  afford  him.  0 the  depth  of  the  richesy 
of  the  wisdom  and  qf  the  knowledge  qf  God!  (Rom. 
1 1.  3d.)  Reflect  upon  this,  you  who  are  constantly  em- 
ployed in  seeking  your  own  ease  and  eonr  enienoes,  and 
learn  what  ought  to  be  your  practice.  Speaking  upon  this, 
St.  Bernard  observes,  either  • God  is  deceived  or  the 
world  is  in  an  error ; (Ber.  de  nativ.  ser.  3.)  because 
their  manners  of  acting  are  diametrically  opposite.  Ex- 
amine which  it  is  better  to  follow. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  St.  Joseph  and  the  Virgin  obeyed 
the  edict,  though  the  motive  or  the  Emperor  was  not  the 
best,  and  though  their  obedience  was  attended  with 
inconvenience.  VieW  the  holy  travellers:  they  present 
an  object  worthy  of  the  divine  approbation  and  of  the 
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admiration  of  men,  in  consequence  of  their  conformity  to 
the  will  of  God,  their  patience  and  their  modesty.  * Ima- 
gine the  divine  entertainment  which  the  Virgin  received 
from  her  son;  respect  the  holy  travellers,  and  venerate 
that  divine  poverty  which  rendered  them  so  pleasing  to 
God. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  they  arrived  at  Bethlehem, 
they  went  from  one  inn  to  another;  but  they  could  not 
find  any  entertainment.  Good  God!  there  was  a place  for 
every  other  kind  of  character;  but  there  was  no  room  to  be 
found  for  the  Son  of  God.  He  came  unto  his  own;  and 
his  own  received  him  not.  (John,  1. 11.)  Observe  with 
what  patience  they  support  this  trial,  and  retire  into  a 
stable.  The  foxes  have  holes , and  the  birds  qf  the  air 
nests:  but  the  Son  qf  man  hath  not  where  to  lay  his 
head . (Mat.  8.  20.)  Pity,  admire,  adore.  How  often 
have  you  denied  him  entertainment,  when  your  hearts 
were  occupied  with  worldly  vanities  and  earthly  follies. 


CHRISTMAS  DAT. 

On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  a little  one. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Whoever  is  a little  one,  let  him  come  to  me. — [Prov.  ix.  iv.] 

1.  Consider,  1st  The  words  of  the  prophet  Isaiah: 
A little  one  is  bom  to  us , and  a son  is  given  to  (9. 
8.);  and  the  corresponding  words  of  the  gospel:  You  shall 
find  the  iff  ant  wrapped  in  swaddling  clothes , and  laid  in 
m manger.  (Luk.  2*  12.)  Thus  does  the  Lord  of  majesty 
delight  in  um  name  of  a little  one:  and,  that  he  might 
gratify  this  delight,  lie  reduced  himself  almost  to  nothing. 
Contemplate  this  little  one  in  his  crib;  and  remember, 
Shut  it  is  that  Being,  who  hath  measured  the  waters  to 
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the  hollo*  qf  hi s hand , and  weighed  the  heavens  with  a 
span;  who  hath  poised  with  three  fingers  the  bulk  of  the 
earth , and  weighed  the  mountains  in  scales , and  the  hills 
in  a balance.  (Is.  40.  12.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  little  one  will  be  spiritually 
bom  in  your  soul  this  day,  by  holy  communion,  if  you 
will  prepare  him  a crib  in  Bethlehem,  that  is,  in  the 
house  qf  bread . He  appeared  to  mankind  first  clothed 
in  flesh;  but  now  he  communicates  himself  to  you  under 
the  form  of  bread,  in  order  to'impart  to  your  soul  the 
living  bread  of  immortality.  Approach,  then,  this  divine 
mystery  in  such  a manner,  that  this  little  one  may  again 
be  born,  in  your  heart:  and  convince  yourself  that  this 
will  be  the  case,  if  you  begin  to  lead  a life  inform  able 
to  his  own;  if  you  love  nothing  but  what  he  loved,  so 
that  you  may  be  able  to  say,  with  the  apostle,  I live , now 
not  I;  but  Christ  liveth  in  me.  (Gal.  2.  20.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  order  that  you  may  enjoy  this 
little  one,  you  must  become  such  a one  yourself.*— 
Ameny  I say  to  you,  unless  ye  be  converted , and  become 
as  little  children , ye  shall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  qf 
heaven.  (Mat.  18. 13.)  Be  little  in  your  own  eyes , that 
you  may  be  the  head  qf  the  tribes  qf  Israel , (1.  King. 
15,  17.)  that  ia,  great  among  the  saints.  To  such  as 
these  only,  God  communicates  the  secrets  of  his  wisdom. 
I give  thanks  to  thee , # O Father , Lord  qf  heaven  and 
earth , says  Christ  himself,  because  thou  hast  hidden 
these  things  from  the  wise  and  the  prudent , and  hast 
revealed  them  to  little  ones.  (Mat.  1 1.  25.)  And  David, 
says:  The  testimony  of  the  Lord  is  faithful, giving  wis- 
dom to  little  ones.  (Ps.  18.  8.) 
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On  tke  Birih  o/  Ch^itt. 

PART*  FIRST. 

St.  STEPHENS  BAY.— DECEMBER  26. 

I.  Consider*  1st,  The  biased;  Virgin  having  entered 
into  the  stable  at  Bethlehem*  and  perceiviag*the  time,  of 
her  happy  delivery  approaching,  was  wholly  Sated  upon 
God,  in  high  contemplation*  when  the  eternal  Word 
made  his  first  appearance  upon  earth.  The  divine  in-* 
fant  issues  from  his  mother’s  womb*  without  detriment 
to  her  virginal  integrity,  as  ho  afterwards;  rose  from  the 
monumenl+whicb  was  closed  upon  him.  *As  the  great 
master  of  humility,  he  commences  bis  lessons  of  humility 
to  mankind.  Contemplate  the  feelings  of  the  Virgin,  at 
that  moment.  W hat  sentiments  of  reverence  towards  her 
God,  and  of  love  towards  her  sou,  did  she  feel.  . Observe 
with  what  affection  she  embraces  him;  how  she  clothes 
him,  as  far  as  her  poverty  and  the  circumstances  would 
permit,  and  lays  him,  in  the  manger;  See  how  she  and 
St.  Joseph  adore  him*  and  give  him  thanks,  for  coming 
into  the  world*  and  for  choosing  he?  for  his  mother  and 
him  for  his  reputed  father.  Join  the  holy  company  in 
their  affections  and  adoration. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  joy  existed  in  heaven  upon* 
this  occasion.  How  pleased  was  the  heavenly  Father 
at  this  new  sight:  When  he  introduceth  the  first  begotten 
into  the  world , he  saith:  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God 
adore  him.  (Heb.  1.  6.)  Imagine  you  sfee  die  angels 
of  heaven  falling  prostrate,  in  adoration,  saying,  Holy^ 
holy,  holy  Lord  God  of.  sabbaoth , the  heavens  and  the 
earth  are  full  of  the  majesty  of  thy  glory.  Rejoice, 
and  adore  your  new  born  Saviour. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  On  this,  occasion,  was  verified  the 
prediction,  of  Isaiah:  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner , and  the 
ass  his  masters  crib ; but  Israel  hath  not  known  mr, 
and  my  fieofilc  hath  not  understood.  (Is.  1 . 3.)  These 
irrational  animals,  that  were  in  the  stable  when  Christ 
was  bom,  seem  to  have  been  more  sensible  than  were 
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the  Jews.  (Vid.  St.  Bonav.  de  loc.)  Examine  whether 
or  not  you  be  one  of  those  Israelites,  who  do  not  know 
your  Lord  when  he  has  come  amongst  you.  He  who 
saith  he  knoweth  him , and  keefieth  not  hie  command- 
ment*f,  is  a liar ; and  the  truth  is  not  in  him . (1.  John, 

2.  4.) 


On  the  Birth  of  Christ. 

FART  SECOND. 

St.  JOHN’S  DAY.— DECEMBER  27. 

• Imagine  yourself  present,  in  the  stable  at  Bethlehem: 
and,  fixing  your  eyes  on  the  blessed  infant  lying  in  the 
manger,  ask  yourself  these  important  questions: 

Who  is  this  infant ? The  only  begotten  Son  of  the 
eternal  Father,  true  God  of  true  God.  The  Lord  the 
God  of  hosts  is  his  name.  .(Amos,  4.  13.)  And  the 
hillars  of  heaven  tremble  and  dread  at  his  beck . (Job, 
26.  1 1.)  He  is  infinitely  powerful,  and  infinitely  wise.— 
His  perfections  are  incomprehensible,  and  his  being  is 
eternal. 

What  are  the  circumstances  that  attend  him?  He 
suffers  all  the  extremities  of  cold;  he  is  poorly  covered; 
he  is  destitute  of  every  kind  of  convenience  and  accom- 
modation: There  are  no  servants  to  attend  him;  there  is 

»o  one  near  him,  except  the  Virgin  and  her  spouse,  by 
whose  care  and  labour  he  was  maintained. 

Where  is  he?  He  is  far  from  his  own  country,  and 
his  fipme;  he  lies  exposed  in  a manger,  between  two 
brute  beasts.  He  might  well  say  of  himself,  I am  a 
wormy  and  no  man:  the  refiroach  of  meny  and  the  outcast 
of  the  fieofile.  (Ps.  21.  7.) 

Why  all  this  ? For  your  sake,  for  the  love  of  you, 
and  to  give  you  example:  to  restore  lost  man  to  the 
kingdom  of  heaven.  (Off.  Nat.) 
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How  doe % this  hafifien  t He  was  not  forced  to  do 
this,  but  he  did  it  by  his  own  free  choke.  He  was  of- 
fered because  it  was  his  own  will,  (Is.  53.  7.)  He  of- 
fered him  self  cheerfully  and  with  joy.  Therefore,  when 
he  entered  into  the  world,  he  hath  rejoiced  as  a giant  to 
run  the  way , (Ps.  18.  6.)  although  that.way  were  painful 
and  difficult. 

When  does  this  hafifien  ? In  the  depth  of  winter  and 
at  midnight,  times  of  all  others  the  most  inconvenient ; 
and  yet  the  Father  hath  fiut  the  times  and  moments  in 
his  own  fiower . (Vid.  Acts.  1.  7.)  Be  astonished  at  what 
you  see ; $*ive  thanks;  return  love  few  loVe,  and  let  this 
love  show  itself  in  imitation. 


On  the  Birth  of  Christ . 

PART  THIRD. 

FEAST  OF  HOLY  INNOCENTS.— DEC.  28. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  admirable  manner,  in  which 
God  displayed  his  perfections  in  the  mystery  of  his  nati- 
vity. He  displayed,  in  a wonderful  manner,  his  infinite 
goodness.  In  the  creation  of  the  world,  bis  omnipotence 
was  manifest:  and  his  providence  is  displayed  in  its 
government.'  But  in  this  mystery,  as  St.  Paul  observes, 
he  displays  his  goodness  and  kindness.  (Tit.  3.  4.)  He 
was  made  man,  in  order  that  he  might  the  better  be 
.known  by  man;  he  was  born  in  poverty  and  want,  in 
order  that  he  might  the  more  endear  himself  to  us;  he 
made  his  first  appearance  in  an  open  stable,  that  he 
might  the  more  easily  be  found;  he  lies- in  a mangervto 
'encourage  the  poor;  he  conceals  his  power,  to  relieve 
your  mind  from  the  fear  of  approaching  him;  he  as- 
sumes all  the  characters  of  the  most  perfect  meekness, 
in  order  to  win  your  heart. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  extreme  poverty  and  love  of 
that  virtue,  which  Christ  displayed  in  this  mystery.  He 
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foade  choice  of  a poor,  humble  maid  for  his  mother,  and 
of  an*  artizan  for  his  reputed  father.  He  was  born  far 
from  his  home,  in  an  abandoned  stable.  Reflect  who  it  is, 
that  gave  these  exalted  lessons  of  poverty.  It  is  the  God 
of  ail  things,  who  being  rich , he  became  floor  for  y&ur 
take*;  that  through  his  ftoverty  you  might  be  rich . (2. 
Cor.  8.  9.)  Seek,  then,  for  these  divine  riches,  by  imi- 
tating the  poverty  of  the  Redeemer. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  incomparable  example  of 
humility,  which  is  exhibited  in  this  mystery.  He  was  the 
God  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  equal  to  his  Father:  yet,  he 
humbled  himself  to  the  despicable  condition  of  a slave, 
despised , and  the  most  abject  of  men . (Is.  53.  3.)  He 
reduced  himself  to  this  degradation,  to  teach  you  the  real 
value  of  earthly  honour,  and  the  esteem  of  men,  of  which 
you  are  so  pitifully  fond.*  Be  confounded  at  your  con- 
duct by  comparing  it  with  the  example,  which  the  divine 
•infant  gave  in  hi&  nativity. 


On  the  Message  sent  to  the  Shepherds. 

PART  FIRST. 

DECEMBER  39. 

1.  Consider,  1st  After  the  divine  Son  had  humbled 
himself  so  low,  his  heavenly  Father  had  decreed,  that  he 
should  be  honoured,  and  that  his  nativity  should  be  made 
known  to  the  shepherds  by  the  message  of  angels,  and 
to  the  wise  men  of  the  east,  by  the  apparition  of  a mira- 
culous star:  because,  he  that  humbleth  himself  shall  be 
exalted.  (Luk.  14.  11.)  Ponder  deeply,  the  words  of 
the  evangelist:  And  there  were  in  the  same  country 
shepherds  watching , and  keeping  the  night-watches  over 
their  flock.  And  behold , cm  angel  of  the  Lord  stood 
by  them ; and  the  brightness  of  God  shone  round  about 
them:  and  they  feared  with  a great  fear.  (Luk.  2.  8.) 
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IL  Consider,  2d.  Christ  did  not  wish  to  be  made 
known  to  the  wise  men  around  Bethlehem,  because  they 
were  proud;  nor  to  the  rich,  because  they  were  covetous; 
nor  to  the  noble,  because  they  were  addicted  to  worldly 
pleasures;  but  to  simple  shepherds,  that  is,  to  men  who 
were  poor,  humble,  laborious,  vigilant  and  attentive  to 
their  duty.  Imitate  their  conduct,  and  you  will  he  visited 
by  divine  grace. 

III.  Considered.  More  particularly  the  necessity  of 
practising  humility.  ’ Satan  and  his  associates,,  had  fallen 
from  heaven,  in  consequence  of  their  pride:  and  pride 
was  the-  cause  of  the  apostacy  of  our  first  parents,  and  of 
all  the  bad  consequences  of  original  sin.  Since  that  pe- 
riod, it  has  been  the  ruling  passion  of  mankind.  No 
vice  is  more  opposite  to  the  end  of  our  creation.  To 
destroy  this  passion,  then,  was  one  of  the  most  important 
objects  of  Christ’s  incarnation.  Hence,  6n  every  occa- 
sion, he  gives  us  perfect  examples  of  the  opposite  virtue 
He  is  bom  of  a poor  virgin,  in  a wretched  stable;  he  is 
abandoned  by  those  whom  he  came  to  save;  and  his  first 
visiters  were  poor,  humble  shepherds.  In  a word,  his  I 
whole  life  was  one  grand  and  divine  act  of  humility.* 
Conceive,  then,  the  importance  of  this  virtue:  and  learn  I 
from  Christ  to  practise  it.  . Be  convinced,  that  without 
it,  all  is  lost:  and  that  it  is  the  best  test  of  real  piety,  de- 
votion and  religion.  — 


On  the  Menage  tent  to  the  Shepherds. 

PAR T SECOND 

DECEMBER  30. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  words  of  the  angel:  Fear  now 
for  beholdy  I bring  you  good  tidings , — for  this  day  im 
born  to t you  a Saviour . (Luk.  2.  10,  11.)  The  joys  ofl 
the  world  are  either  vain  or  base,  or  worse.  The  onlJ 
true  and  solid  satisfaction  for  a Christian,  is  to  be  fount! 
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m God,  and  in  things  belonging  to  our  salvation:  and  this 
joy,  as  Christ  himself  observes,  no  man  shall  take  from 
you.  (John,  1 6.  20.)  Reflect,  how  many  reasons  you 
have  to  rejoice  at  the  birth  of  this  Saviour,  who  shall 
save  his  people  from  their  sins , (Mat.  1.  21.)  that  is? 
from  the  power  and  slavery  of  the  devil,  by  bestowing 
upon  them  every  spiritual  blessing,  which  leads  to  life 
everlasting.  Thes$  spiritual  blessings,  he  is  ready  to 
bestow  on  you,  whenever  your  conduct  deserves  them. 
Take  advantage  of  them,  and  say  with  the  prophet:  I will 
rejoice  in  the  Lord , and  I will  joy  in  God  my  Jesus.— 
(Habac.  $.  18.) 

llr  Consider,  2d.  And  this  shall  be  a sign  unto  you: 
ye  shall  find  the  iff  ant  wrapt  in  swaddling  clothes , and 
laid  in  a manger . (Luk.  2.  12.)  What  are  the  signs 
by  which  this  Messiah,  this  Lord  and  Saviour  of  the 
world,  is  to  be  found?  Infancy,  swaddling  clothes , and 
a manger.  Who  would  not  have  expected  to  have  heard 
of  a royal  personage,  of  thrones  and  princely  robes  ?— 
Examine  if  you  can  find  corresponding  signs  of  poverty 
and  humility  in  your  heart.— Hence  you  may  discover 
whether  or  not  Christ  be  spiritually  bom  in  your  soul. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  suddenly  there  was  a multi- 
tude of  the  heavenly  hosts  praising  God , and  saying : 
Glory  to  God  in  the  highest.  (Luk.  2.  13.)  Listen  to 
the  celestial  harmony;  and  let  your  actions  agree  with 
the  sentiment  that  prompted  it.  Let  the  nativity  of 
Christ  be  a cause  of  your  glorifying  God  in  all  things.— 
The  angel  sung,  also,  on  earth  peace  to  men  qf  good 
will.  Learn  from  this,  that  both  interior  and  exterior 
peace,  both  with  God,  our  neighbours,  and  ourselves,  is 
one  of  the  peculiar  benefits  of  the  incarnation  of  Christ. 
In  his  days  shall  justice  spring  up , and  abundance  of 
peace , till  the  moon  be  taken  away.  (Ps.  71.  7.)  Re- 
member, however,  that  this  peace  can  never  exist,  ex- 
cept with  men  if  good  will s for  there  is  no  peace  to  the 
nicked,  saith  the  Lord.  (Is.  48.  22.) 
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On  Ike  tSdoration  of  the  Shepherds. 

DECEMBER  31. 

I.  Consider,  1st,  Let  us  go  over  to  Bethlehem , and 
let  u*  see  this  word , which  ie  come  to  /lass.  (Luk.  2. 15.) 
Observe  the  prompt  obedience  of  the  shepherds,  and 
learn  from  thence  to  obey  with  promptitude  the  divine 
inspirations.  For  they  came  with  haste . (Ibid.)  M 
one  can  see  Christ  slot /{fully,  says  St.  Ambrose.  -Go 
you,  also,  over  frequently  to  Bethlehem,  and  meditate 
on  the  mysteries,  which  were  there  exhibited  for  your 
sanctification  and  salvation.  Say  with  holy  David,  0 
that  some  man  would  give  me  a drink  qf  the  water  out 
qf  the  cistern  which  is  in  Bethlehem.  (2.  King.  23. 
15.)  This  cistern,  in  your  regard,  is  the  manger:  and 
the  water  is  Christ,  who  is  the  fountain  qf  living  water , 
'(Jer.  2.  13.)  and  the  fountain  of  wisdom.  (Eccli.  1.  5.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they  found  Mary  and  Joseph ; 
and  the  irfant  lying  in  a manger . (Luk.  2. 16.)  Hence 
you  may  learn,  that  the  easiest  way  of  finding  Christ  is 
by  means  of  the  blessed  Virgin  and  the  intercession  of 
the  saints*  Observe  with  what  spiritual  joy  the  shep- 
herds perform  their  acts  of  adoration.  They  return, 
and  recount  what  they  had  seen  to  others,  glorifying  and 
praising  God  for  all  the  things  they  had  heard.  (Luk. 
2.  20.)  Unite  your  adorations  with  theirs,  and  glorify 
ftmd  praise  God,  by  imitating  the  example  of  this  new- 
born infant. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  But  Mary  kept  all  these  words, 
ftondering  them  in  her  heart.  (Luk.  2.  19.)  Observe 
the  four  classes  of  people  that  were  then  in  Bethlehem* 
1st.  Some  passed  by  the  crib,  saw  the  Shepherds  and 
the  object  of  their  wonder;  but,  seeing  nothing  them- 
Selves  extraordinary,  passed  on,  without  taking  farther 
notice*  2d.  Others  heard  and  admired  what  the  shep- 
herds related;  but,  being  occupied  with  what  they  con- 
ceived to  be  of  greater  importance,  thought  no  more  of 
the  subject.  3d.  The  shepherds  came  and  adored  with 
lively  faith  and  spiritual  joy;  but  afterwards  returned  to 
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their  usual  occupation,  and  no  more  is  hoard  of  them. 
4th.  Only  the  blessed  Virgin  and  St.  Joseph  remained 
an d pondered  each  particular  of  the  mystery.  Examine 
to  which  of  these  classes  you  belong,  or  would  wish  to 
belong. 


On  Roly  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  Jesus,  or  Saviour. 

FEAST  OF  THE  CIRCUMCISION.— JAN.  I. 

MORNING  KNTRRTAINMKNT. 

Behold  thy  Saviour  cometh;  save  me,  O God,  by  thy  name, 
(to.  IxiL  xL  Pi.  liii.  iii.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  written  in  the  gospel  of 

this  feast : and  hia  name  waa  called  Jean*,  (Luk.  3.  31.) 
that  is,  Saviour.  With  good  reason  did  he  receive  this 
name;  for  on  this  day,  he'first  shed  his  blood,  which  waa 
to  be  completely  drained  from  his  sacred  body,  on  Calva- 
ry. On  that  occasion  was  fulfilled  the  prophecy  of  the 
Psalmist:  With  him  there  ia  plentiful  redemption* 

(Ps.  139.  7.)  If  the  patriarch  Joseph,  and  some  others, 
be  styled  saviours  m holy  writ,  because  they  delivered 
the  people  from  famine  or  temporal  death ; with  how 
much  more  reason  does  this  appellation  belong  to  Christ, 
who  has  done  all  that  was  necessary,  on  his  part,  to  de- 
liver the  whole  world  from  everlasting  death  ? He  ahall 
ewe  hia  people  from  their  aina . (Mat.  1.  21.) 

II.  Consider,  3d.  This  Saviour  will  visit  you  to-day 
in  the  holy  euchaiist,  to  save  your  aoul  out  of  diatreaaeag 
(Ps.  30.  8.)  to  deliver  you  from  your  spiritual  enemies ; 
and  to  give  you  strength  and  courage  to  surmount  every 
obstacle  to  salvation.  He  will  purify  you  with  his  sa- 
cred blood,  which  he  shed  this  day.  But  you  must  co- 
operate with  his  holy  designs ; for  he  will  not  bestow  his 
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blessings  on  upwilling  souls.  This  day  has  put  a termi- 
nation to  the  year  which  you  have  spent,  with  all  its  vices, 
and  its  follies.  It  cannot  return : it  is  buried  in  the 
gulf  of  eternity.  What  satisfaction  do  the  misdeeds 
of  the  past  year  now  afford  you  ? If  you  had  the  year 
to  spend  again,  how  many  actions  would  you  omit,  which 
you  have  done,  and  how  many  things  would  you  do,  whieh 
you  have  omitted  to  do  ! While  you  have,  as  yet,  time, 
redeem  the  lost  moments ; spend  the  ensuing  year  as 
you  would  wish  the  past  to  have  been  spent,  and  offer 
the  resolution  of  .doing  so,  to  your  Lord,  in  the  sacrament, 
as  the  best  present  you  can  make  him  on  this  holy  day. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  ought  to  prepare  your  soul, 
armed  with  this  resolution  for  his  coming.  You  can  ne- 
ver keep  it  without  humility;  for,  as  the  prophet  says,  he 
will  save  the  humble  of  spirit.  (Pa.  33.  19.)  Every 
thing  connected  with  the  mysteries  of  the  incarnation  and 
nativity,  ought  to  inspire  a love  of  that  yirtue,  and  induce 
you  to  practise  it.  This  humility,  however,  must  be  ac- 
companied with  confidence  in  God.  Say,  then,  with  the 
royal  prophet,  Show  forth  thy  wonderful  mercies,  thou 
who  savest  those  who  trust  in  thee.— lam  thine , save  me. 
Uphold  thy  servant  unto  good.— A contrite  and  hum * 
ble  heart , O God , thou  wilt  not  despise.  (Ps.  16,  7.—ll*> 
94  and  132.— 50.  19.) 


On  our  LorcPs  Circumcision. 

PART  FIRST. 

JANUARY  2. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  was  not  subject  to  the  law 
of  circumcision ; because  he  was  incapable  of  contract- 
ing original  sin,  an<{  circumcision  was  its  remedy.  He 
wished,  nevertheless,  to  undergo  this  painful  ceremony. 
1st.  To  honour  the  law  in  his  own  person.  2d.  Not  to 
offend  others  by  his  singularity.  3d.  That  he  might  de» 
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dire  himself  to  be  the  sod  Of  Abrahumy  whose  descen* 
dents  this  law  regarded.  Lastly,  that,  whilst  yet  an  infant, 
he  might  show,  by  hfesufferings,  his  lore  for  mankind. 
There  can  be  no  better  proof  of  love,  than  to  suffer  for 
the  person  whom  you  love.  Learn  from  the  example  of 
Christ,  a respect  for  the  law  of  God  ; to  do  virtuous 
works  of  supererogation;  to  despise  human  respects; 
and,  by  mortifying  yourself  to  prove  your  love  of  your 
suffering  Saviour. 

II.  Consider,  9d.  The  affections  of  the  divine  infknt 
He  willingly  offers  himself  to  his  eternal  Father,  to  satisfy 
for  your  transgressions : he  patiently  suffers  the  pain  of 
circumcision,  and  rejoices  because  he  is  promoting  your 
salvation.  Excite  'your  heart  to  suffer  something  for 
Christ,  who  suffered  so  much  for  you.  Undergo  cheer* 
folly,  in  the  first  place,  that  mortification,  which  is  neces* 
sary  for  the  observance  of  the  law  of  God  in  general,  and 
for  the  performance  of  your  own  particular  duty.  Add 
to  this,  voluntary  acts  of  mortification,  from  a spirit  of 
imitating  Christ  and  atoning  Cor  past  sins. 

UL  Consider,  3d.  The  chief  virtues  which  Christ 
exercised  in  his  circumcision.  These  were  obedience, 
humility,  and  charity.  He  was  not  bound  by  the  law^ 
yet  he  subjected  himself  to  it  And  since  circumcision 
Was  an  acknowledgment  of  subjection  to  the  whole  law, 
he  undertook  to  observe  it  entirely.  Circumcision  was 
the  remedy  of  original  sin:  and,  consequently,  an  acknow* 
ledgment  of  having  contracted  it  Christ  could  neither 
sin,  nor  contract  it  He  received,*  however,  the  stigma 
of  it  Wonderful  humility ! His  charity  for  us  prompt* 
ed  him  to  undergo  all  these  pains.  His  love  of  us  did 
not  induce  him  to  seek  for  glory  mid  honour;  but  former* 
tificatiotr  and  punishment,  even  in  hi*  infancy.  Let  suck 
cfe&ence,  humility,  and  charity,  prompt  you  to  be  a 
follower  of  Ckriktf— not  in  word  only,  but  in  feet 
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On  our  Lor&s  Circumcision, 

PART  SECOND. 

JANUARY  3. 

I.  Consider,  1st  HU  name  was  called  Jesus.  (Luk. 
$.21.)  After  the  painful  act  of  circumcision,  a name 
is  given  him,  which  is  above  every  name.  (Phil.  2.  10.) 
God  honours  those  who  suffer  for  his  sake,  and  exalts 
those  who  humble  themselves.  Observe  with  what 
reverence  his  divine  mother  pronounces  his  name,  at 
tiie  utterance  of  which  every  knee  bowed  qf  those  who 
are  in  heaven^  on  earth,  and  under  the  earth:  and  every 
tongue  confessed,  that  the  Lord  Jetu*  Christ  is  in  the 
glory  qf  God  the  Father . ( Vid.  ubi  Sup.)  Contem- 
plate the  joy  of  all  the  celestial  spirits,  particularly  of 
his  blessed  mother,  who  might  well  say  with  the  prophet: 
I will  joy  in  God  my  Jesus . (Habac.  3.  18.)  Do  you 
rejoice,  also,  in  this  sacred  name:  you  have  special  rea- 
sons to  do  so;  for  there  is  not  salvation  in  any  other 
name.  (Acts,  4.  12.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  excellencies  of  this  divine 
Same  of  Jesus,  or  Saviour.  As  Saviour,  he  has  freed 
us  from  our  most  powerful  enemy.  To  overcome  that 
proud  foe,  he  has  displayed  his  wisdom,  by  appearing  in 
the  form  of  a servant,  and  by  concealing  under  that  form 
the  nature  of  God.  As  our  Redeemer,  he  has  suffered, 
to  release  us  from  bondage.  This  Saviour  has  manifest- 
ed his  sanctity  in  freeing  others  from  sin,  by  assuming 
the  punishment  himselt  He  has  proved  his  divinity; 
for  no  one  but  God  could  satisfy  for  the  debt  due  in  con- 
sequcnce  of  sin.  His  dominion,  then,  extends  over  all 
redeemed  mankind.  Do  not  attempt,  therefore,  to  with- 
draw yourself  from  it,  by  pursuing^  conduct  different 
from  that,  which  he  held. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  reverence  Is  due  to  this 
sacred  name,  and,  consequently,  how  much  you  ought  to 
honour  it  You  ought  not  to  be  content  with  honour- 
ing it  yourself;  but  you  ought  to  labour  in  increasing  ill 


Digitized  by  Google 


OJ?  THE  CIRCUMCISION. 


IQS 


UNMmr  among  othdTs.  You  ought  first  to  begin*  how* 
ever*  by  youraelf:  and  whatsoever  ye  do  in  word  or  in 
work,  do  all  in  the  name  qf  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ . 
(Coloss.  3.  17.)  If  you  do  not  act  in  this  manner*  you 
ought  to  be  afhud  of  pronouncing  that  holy  name.  Let 
every  one  who  nameth  the  name  qf  the  Lord , depart 
from  iniquity . (3.  Tim.  3.  19.)  Say*  therefore*  with 
the  prophet*  Help  us,  O God,  our  Saviour / and  for  the 
glory  qf  thy  name , O Lord * deUver  us,  and  forgive  Us 
our  sins  for  thy  name's  sake . (Ps.  78.  9.) 


On  spiritual  Circumcision. 

. mvt  rriurr. 

JANUARY  4. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Ev.ery  Christian  ought  to  be  spirit' 
ually  circumcised*  according  to  the  example  of  his  Lord 
and  Master.  This  spiritual  circumcision  is  enjoined  in 
the  words  of  the  prophet  Jeremias:  Be  circumcised  to 
the  Lord , in  your  hearts,  ye * mem  qf  Juda  and  ye  in- 
habitants qf  Jerusalem,  lest  my  indignation  come  forth 
like  f re,  and  bum,  and  there  be  no  one  that  can  quench 
it,  because  qf  the  wickedness  qf  your  thoughts . (4.  4.) 
Convince  yourself  of  the  necessity  of  this  spiritual  cir- 
cumcision and  adopt  it*  lest  you  incur  the  Indignation 
of  heaven. 

II.  Consider*  3d.  This  circumcision*  as  St.  Bernard 
says*  must  extend  itself  to  the  whole  man.  {Ber.  Ser. 
i.  de  circumcL)  Examine  your  hearts*  therefore*  nar- 
rowly; cut  off  all  disordinate  passions*  and  every  super- 
fluity* which  may  prevent  your  spiritual  progress.  In 
the  first  place*  you  must  destroy  all  obstinacy  of  judgment 
and  opinion*  which  is  the  source  and  origin  of  infinite 
evils.  From  this  flow  all  heresies*  schisms,  and  all 
illusions  of  the  devil;  all  dissentions  and  strifes  are  refer- 
red to  this.  Detost  this  obstinacy*  therefore*  as  the  baife 
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ef  all  virtue.  Learn  to  submit  your  judgment,  therefore* 
to  the  church,  your  superiors  and  directors,  who  hold 
the  place  of  God.  Lean  not  upon  thy  own  judgment, 
and  he  not  wise  in  thy  own  conceit . (Prov.  3.  5*  T.) 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  This  circumcision  must  extend 
itself  particularly  to  self-love,  which  is  the  greatest  ene- 
my of  salvation.  It  blinds  the  understanding,  and  inflame* 
foe  mind  with  many  unprofitable  and  hurtful  desires, 
which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition . (1.  Tim. 
6.  9.)  Such  are,  the  desires  of  possessing  wealth;  of  en- 
joying the  conveniences  of  life;  of  being  honoured  and  es- 
teemed by  men;  of  being  preferred  before  others:  again, 
the  desire  of  vain  and  unprofitable  knowledge,  and  foe 
love  of  vanity  and  pleasures.  Cut  off,  therefore,  all  these 
passions,  and  cast  them  from  you , (Vid.  Mat.  5.  30.) 
Heny  yourself,  and  follow  Christ 


On  spiritual  Circumcision. 

PART  SECOND. 

JANUARY  5. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  This  spiritual  circumcision  ought 
mot  only  to  extend  itself  to  foe  inward  man;  but,  also,  to 
foe  external  senses.  Reflect  how  many  souls  have  lost 
foe  end  of  their  creation  by  a single  glance  of  the  eye. 
How  many  others  have  perished  by  foe  indulgence  of 
foe  other  senses.  Restrain  your  eyes,  therefore,  from  all 
improper  or  dangerous  objects;  your  ears  from  every 
thing  that  sounds  of  vanity  or  curiosity,  and  much  more  of 
dishonesty,  murmuring,  and  detraction.  Regulate  your 
taste,  by  refraining  from  excess  in  eating  and  drinking; 
for  the  kingdom  qf  God  is  not  meat  and  drink . (Rom. 
14.  17.) 

IL  Consider,  2d.  You  must  not  omit  to  circumcise 
foe  vices  of  the  tongue,  and  to  cut  off  all  detraction  and 
murmuring,  and  whatever  tends  to  sew  and  propagate 
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discord.  Correct  every  thing  tn  your  conversation 
which  is  contentious,  injurious,  impertinent,  or  unseemly. 
Never  speak  with  disrespect  of  God  and  holy  things.— 
Avoid  flattery,  double-dealing,  afld  dissimulation.  Re- 
member you  are  a follower  of  Christ,  of  whom  it  is  said: 
He  did  no  sin,  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth.— 
(1.  Pet.  2.  22.)  Examine  yourself  on  each  of  these  par- 
ticulars, and  pray  with  holy  David:  Set  a watch , O Lord , 
before  my  mouth  and  a door  round  about  my  lifts .— 
(Ps.  140.  3.)  For  if  any  man  offend  not  in  word , the 
same  is  a perfect  man . But,  on  the  contrary,  if  -any 
man  think  himself  to  be  religious , not  bridling  his 
tongue,  but  deceiving  his  own  heart , this  marts  religion 
is  vain . (Jas.  3.  2.  and  1.  26.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  must  Anally  extend  this  spi- 
ritual circumcision  to  all  superfluities,  regarding  the 
body,  as  to  cloathmg,  sleep,  amusements,  and  the  other 
conveniences,  of  life.  Having  food  and  wherewith  to 
be  covered , with  these  we  are  content , says  the  apostle. 
(1*  Tim.  6.  8.)  Divest  yourself,  then,  of  all  these  super- 
fluities, in  order  that  you  may  become  more  like  Christ, 
who  said  of  himself,  I am  poor  and  in  labours  from  my 
youth.  (Ps.  87.  16.) 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  sovereign  Lord,  worthy  of  being 
adored  with  offerings. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Behold,  the  sovereign  Lord  cometh,  take  with  thee  presents 
a ad  go  to  meet  him.H[Intr.  Miss,  and  4.  Kings,  viii.  viii.] 

EPIPHANY.— JANUARY  6, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  Lord  whom  you  seek , and  the 
thgel  of  the  testament  whom  you  desire,  shall  come  to 
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A**  temple,  Behold,  he  cometh,  saith  the  Lord  of  hoot *. 
(Mai.  3.  1.)  Christ  is  the  supreme  Lord  of  the  whole 
earth)  to  whom  ail  mankind,  both  princes  and  their  peo- 
ple, are  to  pa y tribute  and  acknowledgment  of  his  sove- 
reignty. This  obligation  the  wise  men  of  the  east  under- 
stood by  divine  instinct,  and  they  accordingly  came  this 
day  to  offer  their  gifts. — We  have  seen  his  star  in  the 
east,  and  have  come  to  adore  him : and  oficning  their 
treasures , they  offered  him  gifts,  gold,  frankincense 9 
and  myrrh . (Mat  2.  2,  11.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  sovereign  Lord  will  visit  you 
to-day,  to  receive  your  tribute  and  your  presents.  Take 
with  thee  presents,  and  go  to  meet  him . Consider  what 
kind  of  gifts  you  can  offer  him.  No  one,  says  the  author 
of  Deuteronomy,  shall  appear  with  his  hands  empty  be - 
fore  the  Lord;  but  every  one  shall  offer  what  he  hath* 
(Deut.  16.  16.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  must  prepare  a- throne  h> 
your  heart,  on  winch  to  receive  and  adore  your  Lord, 
when  he  comes.  Offer  hen  the. three  powers  of  your 
souls  your  memory,  understanding,  and  will.  Your  me- 
mory cannot  be  pleasing  to  God,  if  your  imagination  be 
not  corrected  and  chastened  according  to  the  law  of  God. 
Your  understanding  cannot  be  acceptable  to  him,  unless 
you  bend  it  implicitly  to  the  obedience  of  faith.  God 
will  reject  the  offering  of  your  will,  unless  it  be  confor- 
mable to  his  own.  Offer  him,  besides,  the  gold  of  cha- 
rity and  love;  the  frankincense  of  prayer,  and  the  myrrh 
of  mortification.  Offer  him  the  sacrifice  of  your  predo- 
minant passion  and  ruling  propensities.  In  fine,  give 
him  as  much  as  you  can;  for  it  will  bo  returned  with 
advantage. 
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Oh  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  Teacher  of  Justice. 

[This  Sunday* 8 meditation  must  be  inserted  in  its  pro- 
per place , t vhich  will  of  course  vary  every  year '.*] 

SUNDAY  WITHIN  THE  OCTAVE  OF  THE 
EPIPHANY. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I am  the  Lord  thy  God,  who  teach  the  profitable  things.-* 
Show,  O Lord,  thy  ways  to  me,  and  teach  me  thy  paths.*-{Is. 
ilviii.  xvii.  and  Ps.  xnv  iv.} 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  » read  in  the  gospel  of  the4 
present  Sunday,  viz:  That  Christ  was  found  in  the  midst 
of  the  doctors,  hearing  them , and  asking  them  questions . 
(Luk.  2.  46.)  Christ  is  your  doctor  or  teacher, — not  of 

, prophane  erudition,  but  of  spiritual  knowledge  and  jus- 
tice. Hence,  the  prophet  says  of  him:  Ye,  O children 
of  Sion , rejoice  and  be  joyful  in  the  Lord  your  God , 
because  he  has  given  you  a teacher  of  justice . (Joel, 
2.  23.)  He  himself  invites, us  by  the  mouth  of  royal 
David,  to  listen  to  a lesson  on  the  fear  of  God.  Come, 
hearken  to  me;  I will  leach  you  the  fear  if  the  j^ord. 
(Ps.  33.  12.) 

II.  Considered*  This  science  of  justice  as  far  excels 
every  earthly  science,  as  the  eternal  kingdom  of  God 
excels  the  transitory  kingdoms  of  this  world.  Wordly 
knowledge  cannot  save  us, — but  it  may  increase  our 
reprobation,  if  we  abuse  it,— but  the  science  of  saints 
alone  can  make  ns  happy.  Learn,  from  hence,  to  ^ap- 
preciate the  benefit  of  possessing  this  teacher  of  your 
soul.— For  blessed  is  the  man  whom  thou  shalt  instruct , 
0 Lord , and  shalt  teach  him  out  of  thy  law . (Ps.  93. 12.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  sat  in  the  temple,  amongst 
. the  doctors.  Take  care  that  you  make  your  soul  a tem- 
ple tf  the  living  God,  (2.  Cor.  6.  16.)  and  not  a temple . 
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of  sin.  Let  it  be  a house  of  prayer,  and  not  of  worldly 
occupation)  not  a den  qf  thieve *,  that  is,  of  vain  thoughts* 
which  rob  God  of  the  Jaonouv,  which  ie  due  to  him  alone. 
Then9  with  all  humility,  fall  at  the  feet  of  your  teacher 
with  Magdalen,  and  entreat  him  to  show  you  the  ways  of 
salvation:  For  those,  who  approach  to  his  feet  shall  re - 
stive  of  his  doctrine . (Deut.  33.  3.)  Lastly,  approach 
him  with  an  eagerness  to  learn,  a resolution  to  practise 
the  lessons,  which  he  shall  give  you,  lest  he  should  aban- 
don you  to  yourself,  as  he  threatened  Jerusalem  by  the 
mouth  of  his  prophet:  Be  thou  instructed , OJerusalentp 
hst  my  soul  depart  from  thee . (Jer.  6. 8.) . 


On  the  Journey  of  the  Wise  JUen  towards 

Jerusalem, 

VAST  FI Mr 

JANUARY  7,  or  8. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  At  the  birth  of  Christ  a miraculous 
star  appeared  in  the  east:  and  as  the  eternal  Father  re- 
vealed the  birth  of  his  Son  to  the  Jews  by  an  angel,  he 
made  it  known  to  the  gentiles  by  the  appearance  of  this 
star;  for  Christ  was  the  Saviour  both  of  the  Jews  and 
gentiles.  Congratulate  with  the  new  born  Saviour,  that 
his  glory  is  made  known  to  the  most  remote  nations:  and 
give  thanks  to  God,  that  he  hath  revealed  his  justice  in 
the  sight  qf  the  gentiles . (Pb.  97.  2.)  These  wise  men 
were  the  first  fruits  of  the  gentiles,  and  they  were  your 
representatives*. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  star  appeared  to  all  in  the 
east;  but  observe  how  few  took  the  pains  to  consider  it, 
to  obey  the  call  of  God,  and  to  seek  for  the  new  bom 
Saviour.  Thus,  many  are  called^  but  few  are  chosen. 
(Mat.  22.  14.)  There  are  many,  to  this  very  day, 
entirely  immersed  in  worldly  affairs,  that  they  neglect 
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the  light  of  divine  inspiration.— They  make  a thousand 
excuses,  and  conjure  up  a thousand  difficulties,  saying 
with  the  sluggard,  in  the  Proverbs,  There  it  a lion  with* 
ouet  I shall  be  slain  in  the  midst  of  the  streets . (32. 13.) 
But,  as  Job  observes,  those  who  fear  the  hoary  frost9 
the  snow  shall  fall  ufion  them^  (6.  16.)  that  is,  those 
who  are  too  much  concerned  for  temporal  losses,  will 
incur  that,  which  is  irrevocable  and  eternal. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  singular  benefit  which  was 
bestowed  upon  the  wise  men,  that  they  alone,  above  all 
others,  should  be  efficaciously  called  to  seek  and  find 
Christ.  Such  is  the  happiness  which  you  enjoy,  in  pre- 
ference to  so  many  thousands  around,  who  do  not  seek 
Christ  as  they  ought>  and  have  not  found  him.  You, 
above  so  many  others,  God  has  called  out  qf  darkness 
into  his  admirable  light . (1.  Pet.  2.  9.)  Be  grateful 
for  the  favour  which  you  have  received.  Ponder  how 
the  sages,  having  overcome  every  difficulty,  commence 
their  journey:  and  how  they  exhort  each  other  on  the 
way.  Observe  how  the  star  goes  before  them,  and  di- 
rects their  steps.  The  assistance  of  God  is  never  want- 
ing to  those  who,  like  the  wise  men,  undertake  any  en- 
terprise in  the  service  of  God,  with  courage  and  resolu- 
tion. The  sages  followed  the  conduct  of  the  star.  Imi- 
tate them,  and  follow  those  guides,  which  God  and  Ms 
church  have  given  you. 


On  the  Journey  of  the  Wise  Men  towards  Je- 
rusalem. 

PART  SECOND. 

JANUARY  8,  or  9. 

I.  Consider,  1st  When  the  wise  men  came  near 
Jerusalem,  the  star  that  had  accompanied  them  disap- 
peared, to  try  their  faith  and  constancy.  Thus  does  God 
often  withdraw  spiritual  consolations  from  Ms  scrvttfr 
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In  order  that  they  may  feel,  that  they  are  pure  gifts  of 
God,  and  not  their  own,  and  that  their  patience  and  fide- 
iity  to  him  may  be  increased.  The  sages  might  have 
been  troubled  at  the  disappearance  of  the  star;  but  they 
did  not  therefore  desist  from  their  journey.  Imitate  their 
conduct:  and,  hi  the  absence  of  spiritual  comfort,  have 
recourse  to  ordinary  means,  and  inquire  of  others,  with 
the  spouse  in  the  Canticles:  Have  you  teen  him  whom 
my  tout  loveth  ? (Cant.  3.  3.)  The  church,  anxious 
for  your  spiritual  welfare,  has  given  you  abundant  means 
of  folding  him. 

II.  Consider^  2d.  The  wise  men,  having  entered  the 
city,  boldly  inquire : Where  ts  he  that  is  bom  Kingqf 
the  Jews  ? (Mat.  2.  2.)  Meditate  on  their  singular 
faith:  they  entertain  no  doubt  concerning  the  fact,  and 
only  wbh  to  be  informed  of  the  place.  They  were  not 
afraid,  even  in  the  royal  city,  and  under  the  eye  of  He- 
rod himself,  to  make  inquiries  concerning  another  king. 
They  were  not  ashamed  openly  to  confess  Christ,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  they  came  to  do  him  homage.  We 
have  seen  his  star,  they  said,  in  the  east,  and  have  come 
to  adore  him . (Ub.  Sup.)  Learn  to  act  in  the  same 
manner,  and,  with  St.  Paul,  riot  to  be  ashamed  of  the 
gospel*  (Rom.  1.  16.) 

Hi.  Consider,  3d.  And  king  Herod  hearing  thssy 
was  troubled . (Mat.  2. 3.)  Thus,  the  impious  always 
grieve  when  they  ought  to  rejoice:  They  are  glad  when 
they  have  done  evil^  and  rejoice  in  most  wicked  thing t. 
(Prov.  2.  14.)  Reflect  whether  you  do  not  sometimes 
repine,  and  feel  inward  trouble,  when  approaching  fes- 
tivities remind  you  of  preparing  for  the  sacraments,  or 
when  you  are  called  upon  to  perform  something  of 
greater  perfection,  because  you  are  unwillhig  to  lose  any 
thing  of  your  wonted  liberty.  And  all  Jerusalem  with 
him . (Mat.  2.  3.)  Thus,  inferiors  often  imitate  the 
conduct  of  their  superiors,  particularly  in  what  is  wrong. 
Ponder  the  evil  resulting  from  this  kind  of  conduct:  and, 
if  you  have  been  guilty,  correct  it  Learn  to  rejoice,  too, 
only  in  those  things,  that  regard  your  salvation;  and  give 
good  example  to  those,  whs  bam  a right  to  expect  H 
from  you* 
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On  Herod? 8 Inquiry  after  CkriaL 

JANUARY  9,  or  10. 

I.  Consider,  1st,  And  assembling  together  all  the 
thief  priests,  and  the  scribes  qf  the  people,  he  inquired 
of  them  where  Christ  should  be  bom . (Mat.  2.  4.)*  The 
children  of  this  world  are  more  anxious  in  their  tempo* 
ral  concerns,  than  are  the  children  of  light,  in  regard  to 
those  of  heaven.  Observe  the  conduct  of  the  king.—- 
Then  Herod  privately  calling  the  wise  men,  inquired  qf 
them  diligently  the  time  oj  the  star's  appearing  to  them . 
(Mat.  2. 7.)  He  was  more  anxious  to  find  Christ,  in  or- 
der to  destroy  him,  than  you  are,  to  love  him  and  serve 
him.  Reflect  on  the  wonderful  providence  of  God, 
which,  drawing  good  from  evil,  makes  even  the  wicked 
concur  to  hs  divine  designs,  and  to  our  good.  The  evil 
intentions  of  Herod  manifested  Christ  to  the  sages,  and 
by  them  to  the  gentile  world,  whilst  he  was  doing  all  in 
his  power  to  conceal  him  and  to  destroy  him.  v 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  the  priests  and  scribes  point- 
ed out  the  place  of  his  birth,  sayings  In  Bethlehem , qf 
Judas  for  so  it  is  written  by  the  prophet . (Mat.  2.  5.) 

.But  they  themselves  would  not  attempt  to  find  him.-* 
/ Miserable  wretches,  they  perish  near  the  fountain  of  life, 
which  they  have  shown  to  others.  This  is  the  case  with 
all  those  who  instruct  others  in  the  ways  of  justice,  and 
will  not  follow  them  themselves.  They  are  like  those 
who  built  the  ark  qf  Noe,  says  St.  Augustine;  they  built 
that , in  which  others  might  escape  the  deluge,  and  they 
themselves  perished  in  the  waters . (Aug.  Ser.  65.  de 
divers.)  Remark,  that  Christ  is  not  to  be  found  in  the 
chief  city,  or  at  the  palace;  but  in  Bethlehem,  and  in  a 
manger. — He  is  not  found  in  the  land  qf  those  who  live 
in  delights . {Job,  28.  13.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words  of  Herod  to  the  sages: 
Go  and  search  diligently  after  the  child:  and  when  ye 
have  found ' him,  bring  me  word  again , that  I also  may 
come  and  adore  him . (Mat.  2.  8.)  Thus  did  this  sacri- 
legious hypocrite  profess  to  adore  Christ  in  his  words. 
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whilst  in  his  heart  he  had  destined  him  to  destruction.— 
But  God  defeated  his  designs.  Herod  did  not  think  of 
sending  a messenger  with  them,  to  inform  himself  of  all 
_ the  particulars.  Thus  God  proves,  that  there  is  no  wis* 
dom , there  is  no  prudence,  there  is  no  counsel  against 
the  Lord , (Prov.  21.  30.)  who  catcheth  the  wise  in  their 
craftiness , and  disappointeth  the  counsel  of  the  wicked* 
(Job.  5.  13.) 


On  the  Arrival  of  the  Wise  Men  at  Bethlehem t 
and  their  Adoration. 

JANUARY  10,  or  II. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  sages,  when  they  had  heard 

the  king,  went  their  way . (Mat  2.  9.)  They  lose  no 
time  in  seeking  Christ;  but  having  informed  themselves 
where  they  might  find  him,  they  leave  the  city,  with  all 
its  curiosities  and  entertainments,  to  pursue  their  jour* 
ney.  O that  you  would  seek  Christ  as  earnestly  as  they 
did,  and  not  suffer  yourself  to  be  distracted  with  worldly 
considerations.  And , behold , the  star  which  they  had 

seen  in  the  east  went  before  them . Thus,  God  is  accus- 
tomed to  be  more  liberal  of  his  heavenly  illustrations,  in 
proportion  as  we  withdraw  ourselves  from  the  trouble 
and  noise  of  worldly  affairs.  The  star  went  before  them , 
until  it  came  and  stood  over  wjterc  the  child  was:  And 
seeing  the  star , they  rejoiced  with  exceeding  great  joy , 
(Mat.  2.  9, 10,  fee.)  especially  when  they  saw  it  point  out 
the  place  where  they  were  to  find  the  object  of  their 
longing  desires. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  going  into  the  house , they 
found  the  child  with  Mary  his  mother . Meditate  on 
their  admirable  faith,  which  was  not  diminished  by  what 
they  saw,— a loathsome  stable,  and  an  infant  lying  in  a 
manger.  Consider  the  tears  of  devotion,  which  the  hu- 
miliating condition  of  the  place,  the  poverty  which  was 
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exhibited,'  then  the  beauty  of  the  infant,  and  the  Virgin’s 
modesty,  inspired.  Reflect  how  they  were  struck  with 
admiration,  to  see  the  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords, 
(as  they  now  knew  that  he  arms)  lying  in  a manger,  on  a 
bed  of  straw!  „ 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  falling  down , they  adored 
him,  (Mat.  3. 1 1.)  They  prostrated  them  selves  before 
him,  with  a most  profound  humility,  as  well  interior  as 
exterior:  and  acknowledged  their  own  unworthiness, 
their  subjection  to  him,  and  their  dependence  on  him. 
They  adored  him,  with  a most  perfect  act  of  adoration, 
as  their  sovereign  Lord  and  God.  This  adoration  was 
accompanied  with  an  entire  oblation  of  themselves,  and 
all  their  possessions,  united  with  sincere  expressions  el 
gratitude,  as  well  for  their  own  particular  favour  as  for 
the  general  benefits  resulting  from  his  incarnation,  and 
die  vocation  of  the  gentiles.  Tojthese,  they  added  the 
most  ardent  affections  of  love,  and  desire,  that  all  the 
world  might  know  and  serve  their  new  born  King.  Ob- 
serve what  admirable  effects  a lively  frith  produces  m 
the  soul:  and  learn  with  .what  affections  you  ought  to 
approach  the  same  Lord  in  die  eucharist. 


On  the  Offerings  of  ike  Wise  Men* 

JANUARY  11,  or  12. 

L Consider,  1st.  And  aliening  their  treasures^  they 
offered  him*  gifts , gold,  frankincense  y and  myrrh.  (Mat. 
Sup.)  With  the  above  mentioned  affections  of  faith, 
humility,  reverence,  devotion,  and  love,  they  offer  gifts 
to»their  'supreme  Lord,  the  most  valuable  that  they  had 
in  their  treasures,  in  order  that  you  may  learn  to  employ 
the  best  things,  and  not  the  worst,  in  the  divipe  s^i<p£. 
Consider  the  gifts  of  the  wise  men,  in  particular:  ana 
present  yours  conjointly  with  theirs.  They  offer  goldt 
as  a tribute  to  their  King  and  their  Lord.  'Offer  him,  q* 
your  part,  the  gold  of  charity;  for  as  gold  is  the  modi 
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'precious  of  metals,  sois  charity  . the  queen  off  virtues,— 
Present  to  him  all  your  earthly  possessions,  wkh  an  a See- 
tion  and  lore  of  poverty,  considering  them  as  nothing,  in 
comparison  to  ms  divine  service;  and  be  ready  to  leave 
all,  rather  than  offend  him  even  venially. 

II.  Consider,  2d,  They  oStt  frankincense  to  him,  as 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  divinity.  Offer  you,  also,  the 
frankincense  of  fervent  and  frequent  prayer.  Say  wkh 
David : Let  my  prayer  be  directed  as  incense  in  thy 
sight . (Ps.  140.  £.)  Present  to  him,  also,  the  obedi- 
ence of  your  will,  as  a precious  perfume  in  Us  holy 
sight,  by  submission  to  your  superiors,  governors,  and 
directors,  as  the  vicegerents  of  God.  There  is  no  sa- 
crifice more  grateful  to  him,  than  when  the  will  is  offer- 
ed by  obedience;  /hr  obedience  is  bettor  them  sacrifice*, 
{1.  Kings,  If.  22.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  They  offer  myrrh9  as  adapted  to 
Us  human  nature.  On  your  part,  you  must  offer  him 
ihe  myrrh  of  mortification,  by  chastising  your  body,  with 
8t.  Paul,  and  bringing  it  under  obedience  to  the  Spirit 
Offer  Urn,  also,  in  a particular  manner,  the  myrrh  of 
chastity;  for  as  myrrh  preserves  dead  bodies  from  cor- 
ruption, so  does  chastity  preserve  the  bodies  and  minds 
of  the  living  from  being  defiled.  In  fine,  consecrate 
your  whole  self  to  God:  and  pffer  him  whatever  you  are 
w possession  of;  fbr  every  thmg  that  you  have  is  derived 
from  him. 


On  the  Return  of  ike  Wise  Men.* 

‘ I.  Consider,  1st.  The  wise  men  having  performed 
their  homage  and  adoration,  were  ready  to  return,  filled 
with  spiritual  joy  and  glory  at  the  incarnation.  They 
tfrished  to  bring  others  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ:  andi 

* if  the  Octave  pf  the  Epiphany  fall  on  Sunday,  this  medh 
tfctioh,  which  Is  intended  for  that  day,  should  be  made  on  Sa» 
today,  mid  the  ensuing  one,  on  Soly Communion,  oafund*y. 
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amongst  the  rot*  oven  Herod  himself;  but  they  wore 
admonished  in  their  sleep  not  to  return  the  same  way 
that  they  came.  Hence,  youmay  learn,  that  God  takes 
special  care  of  those  who  are  his  own:  and  that  he  can 
easily  frustrate  the  most  subtle  machinations  of  the  wick* 
ed.  Learn,  also,  that  in  die  way  of  virtue,  every  motion 
that  seems  to  be  the  product  of  virtuous  zeal,  ought  not 
to  be  followed.  For  the  apostle  admonishes  us  to  be- 
lieve not  every  spirit,  but  try  the  spirits  whether  they 
be  qf  God;  ( 1.  Jo.  4.  1.)  and  St  Paul  tells  us,  that  even 
Man  himself  transformed  himseff  into  an  angel  qf 
light . (2.  Cor.  11.  14.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  sages  immediately  obeyed  the 
admonition,  and  went  back  another  way  into  their  .own 
country.  (Mat  1.  12.)  Such  ought  to  be  our  obedience 
to  the  inspirations  of  God,  when  he  calls  us  to  a more 
perfect  knowledge  of  himself,  or  to  pursue  a life  of 
greater  exactness  and  perfection.  We  have*  deviated 
front  our  heavenly  country  y says  St.  Gregory,  by  /ilea* 
sures;  and  we  ohould  return  to  it  by  the  way  qf  sorrow 
and  refientance.  (Horn,  in  Epiph.)  Reflect  what  joy 
the  visit  of  the  magi  gave  to  the  blessed  Virgin:  and 
what  delight  she  felt  in  seeing  her  son  adored  by  them, 
and  the  prophecy  fulfilled. — The  kings  of  Tharsis  and 
the  Islands  shall  offer  presents $ the  kings  of  the  Ara- 
bians and  of  Saba  shall  bring  gift*.  (Ps.  Tl.  10.)  Re- 
commend yourself  earnestly  to  her;  and  say,  with  St. 
Bernard:  By  yon,  O virgin  mother , permit  us  to  have 
access  to  your  son.  (Bern.  Oral.) 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  The  divine  infant  did  not  suffer ' 
die  wise  men  to  go  away  without  being  rewarded  for 
their  pains  and  devotion.  He  bestowed  upon  them  su- 
pernatural gifts,  in  return  for  theirs.— For  their  gold,  he 
gave  them  the  rich  treasures  of  wisdom  and  charity;  for 
their  frankincense,  the  gifts  of  prayer  and  devotion;  for 
their  myrrh,  his  divine  grace,  which  is  a sovereign  anti- 
dote against  the  corruptions  of  sinful  nature.  You  can 
give  nothing  to  God,  which  he  will  not  return  with  ban* 
nse  profit  to  yourself.  The  more  you  give,  therefore, 
the  more  you  will  receive.  Be  liberal,  then,  to  God,  In 
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order  that  he  may  be  genetmis  to  you,— remembering 
the  sentence  of  the  apostle:  He  who  soweth  sparingly^ 
shall  also  reap  sparingly.  (.2*  Gor^9.  6.)^ 


On  Hot#  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  spouse  of  your  soul. 
SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  THE  EPIPHANY. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Behold*  the  bridegroom  cometh,  go  forth  to  meet  him.— 
[Mat.  nr.  6.] 

I.  Cqpsider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  the 
day:  The  third  day , there  was  a marriage  feast  in  Ca- 
na qf  Galilee . (John,  2. 1.)  A similar  event  will  take 
place  to-day,  between  Christ  and  your  soul,  in  the  holy 
eucharist,  provided  you  assent  to  it,  according  to  his 
words  uttered  by  Ozeas:  I will  betroth  thee  to  me  for- 
ever , and  l will  betroth  thee  to  me  in  justice , and  judg- 
ment^ and  in  loving  kindness , and  in  tender  mercies.— 
(2.  19.)  Although  you  have  frequently  been  faithless 
to  your  heavenly  spouse,  by  entertaining  inordinate  affec- 
tions,  and  cherishing  undue  attachment  to  creatures,  he 
is  nevertheless  ready  to  pardon  you,  . and  he  even  invites 
a renewal  of  your  affection  by  his  prophet:  Thou  hast 
prostituted  thyself  to  many  lovers:  nevertheless , return 
to  me,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I will  receive  thee.  (Jer.  3. 1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  highly  worldly  characters 
consider  themselves  honoured,  by  being  espoused  to 

* ’ i 

* If  anv  days  remain  between  the  Octave  and  the  second 
Sunday  after  the  Epiphany,  these  meditations  are  to  be  repeat- 
ed according  to  the  number  of  days.  If  a whole  week  remain* 
then*  on  Monday*  take  the  meditation  of  the  purification*  and 
proceed  with  the  following  in  order*  omitting  that  of  the  se- 
cond Sunday*  until  it  come  in  its  proper  plaee* 
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great  or  noble  personages.  How  much  greater  Is  your 
honour,  when  you  are  espoused  to  the  King  of  heaven. 
Reflect  on  the  heavenly  beauty  of  your  divine  spouse; 
and  say  to  him:  Thou  art  beautiful  above  the  tone  of 
men . (Ps.  44.  3.)  Meditate  on  his  dignity,  glory, 
riches,  wisdom,  and  power:  and  inflame  your  heart  with 
an  ardent  love  for  your  holy  spouse. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Since  you  are  to  be  espoused  to 
Christ,  you  must  surrender  to  him  every  thing  which 
you  have  in  this  world,  and  never  forsake  him  by  sin,  on 
any  consideration.  Adorn  your  soul,  then,  with  every 
virtue,  or  you  never  will  be  plearing  in  the  eyes  of  your 
divine  spouse.  Direct  all  your  thoughts  and  actions  ac- 
cording to  his  will,  and  study  his  pleasure  in  every  thing. 


On  the  Purification  of  the  Virgin, 

MONDAY,  SECOND  WEEK  AFTER  THE  EPI- 
PHANY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  blessed  Virgin,  after  having 
buried  herself  in  retirement  for  forty  days  after  the  birth 
of  her  son,  appears  in  the  temple,  in  compliance  with  a 
double  law,  that  ordained  her  own  purification  and  the 
presentation  of  her  child.  The  law,  in  fact,  did  not  re- 
gard  her;  for  she  conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghost:  but  she 
subjected  herself  to. it,  in  order  to  imitate  the  conduct  of 
her  son,  who  submitted  to  the  law  of  circumcision.  Be- 
sides, she  was  unwilling  to  give  offence  or  scandal  to  the 
Jews,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  great  mystery,  which  had 
been  operated  in  her.  She  was  anxious,  also,  to  conform 
her  conduct  in  what  was  lawful  to  that  of  others  of  her 
sex:  and,  thus,  to  avoid  singularity,  as  well  as  to  perform 
works  of  greater  perfection  and  supererogation.  Study 
to  imitate  her  example. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  admirable  virtues  which  she 
exercised  in  this  action.  Her  obedience  was  perfect; 
for  she  fulfilled  exactly  what  the  law  required  of  others* 
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without  pleading  exemption,  privilege,  or  dispensation, 
when  she  might  lawfully  have  done  so.  O that  you 
would  imitate  her  conduct,  even  in  things  which  you  are 
obliged  to  perform1.  Her  profound  humility  dictated 
the  propriety  of  concealing  her  mysterious  conception, 
and  the  birth  of  her  son,  and  of  being  considered  unclean. 
Be  ashamed  of  your  pride,  which  prompts  you  to  wish 
for  the  esteem  of  others,  and  the  reputation  of  sanctity, 
whilst  you  ought  to  acknowledge  yourself  a sinner,  as 
did  the  prophet;  We  are  all  become  as  one  unclein ; we 
are  fallen  as  a leaf,  and  our  iniquities  like  the  wind 
have  taken  us  away.  (Is.  64.  6.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Her  incomparable  purity,  in  which 
virtue,  although  she  excelled  every  other  creature;  still, 
from  a desire  of  becoming  more  pure,  she  performed 
the  ceremonial  purification  which  the  law  required  in 
others.  Learn  mom  hence,  to  cherish  that  virtue,  and 
continually  to  improve  in  it,  however  perfect  you  may 
conceive  yourself  to  be.  Ponder,  in  fine,  her  singular 
devotion  in  hastening  to  the  temple,  to  offer  in  a solemn 
manner  to  the  eternal  Father,  his  and  her  only  Son.— 
Mark  this  conduct,  and  imitate  it,  as  often  as  you  are 
present  at  the  solemn  sacrifice  of  the  mass. 


On  Christ’s  Presentation  in  the  Temple. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jifter  the  days  qf  her  purification 
were  accomplished , they  carried  him  to  Jerusalem,  to 
present  him  to  the  Lord . (Luk.  3.  S3.)  Ponder  the 
acts  of  virtue,  which  the  divine  mother  exercised  on  this 
occasion,  viz:  of  faith',  devotion,  and  thanksgiving,  to- 
wards God ; and  of  charity,  in  relation  to  mankind,  for 
whom  she  offered  her  own  son.  Reflect  how  the  divine 
infant  rejoiced,  that  the  moment  had  arrived,  which  he 
had  so  earnestly  longed  for,  in  which  he  was  to  be  pub- 
licly presentee^  to  his  eternal  Father,  as  a living  sacrifice 
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for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world, — and  yours  ia  particular. 
This  action  was  infinitely  acceptable  to  the  eternal  Fa- 
ther himself;  for  if  at  the  offerings  of  Noe,  and  other  just 
men,  the  Lord  smelled  a sweet  savour , (Gen.  8.  21.) 
with  what  complacency  must  he  have  looked  down  on 
this  oblation  of  his  beloved  Son,  in  the  arms  of  his  holy 
mother? 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  to  offer  a sacrifice , according 
ms  it  is  written  in  the  law  qf  the  Lsrd>  a pair  qf  turtle 
doves , or  two  young  pigeons . (UbL  Sup.)  Observe 
how  the  blessed  Virgin  does  not  disdain  the  edea  of  bemg 
considered  poor;  for  this  was  the  offering  specified  for  that 
class  of  the  community:  nor  the  idea  of  being  reputed  a 
sinner.  Be  not  ashamed,  then,  to  own  either  character, 
and  follow  her  example.  Ponder  the  import  of  those 
pits,  which  God  required.  By  the  turtle  doves,  mourn- 
ing is  signified;  by  the  pigeons,  simplicity;  and  by  the 
lamb,  mildness.  With  these  virtues,  present  yourself 
to  God,  and  the  offering  will  be  acceptable. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ’s  parents,  to  fulfil  the  law, 
redeem  their  son  with  five  sickles , (Exod.  13.  13.  and 
Lev.  27.  6.)  although  the  evangelists  are  silent  on  the 
subject.  Reflect  who  the  person  is,  that  buys  him. — 
His  holy  mother:  and  she  purchases  him  for  our  sakes. 
Of  whom  does  she  purchase  him?  From  his  eternal 
Father,  tp  whom  he  has  been  presented.  Thus,  he 
wishes  Ins  divine  Son  to  be  ours  by  a double  title.  Oh, 
that  you  were  as  liberal  to  God,  as  he  is  to  you!— What 
was  the  price  ordained  by  the  law?  Five  sickles,  or 
pieces  of  silver.  Reflect  how  easily  you  may  make 
God  your  own:  and  blush  for  your  folly,  in  refusing  to 
gire  the  pains  and  labours  to  God,  which  you  bestow  on 
idle  vanities  and  transitory  pleasures. 
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On  Simeon's  Prophecy,  6£c. 

FART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  behold  there  was  a man  in 
Jerusalem  named  Simeon , and  this  man  was  just  and 
devout . (Luk.  2.  25.)  Here  the  sanctity  of  those  who 
gave  testimony  of  Christ  is  described,  for  there  is  nothing 
of  greater  credit  and  authority  than  innocence  of  life. 
Simeon  was  just  and  devout ; afraid  of  offending  God 
in  the  least,  for  he  thatfeareth  God  neglecteth  nothings 
(Eccie.  7.  19.)  He  was  waiting  for  tHe  consolation  of 
Israel , (Luk.  2.  25.)  by  fervent  desires  and  holy  aspira- 
tions. And  the  Holy  Ghost  was  in  him , (Ubi  Sup.)  in- 
spiring him  to  fix  his  thoughts  on  God  and  heavenly 
things  alone,  and  not  on  the  vain  and  empty  objects, 
which  the  world  presents.  Such  ought  to  be  the  con- 
duct of  all  good  Christians,  especially  of  those^who,  like 
Simeon,  have  consecrated  themselves  to  God, — waitings 
not  for  earthly  enjoyments,  but,  as  the  apostle  says, 
for  the  blessed  hofte  and  coming  of  the  glory  qf  the 
great  God  and  our  Saviour  Jesus  Christ . (Tit.  2.  13.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  he  came  by  the  spirit  into  the 
temple . (Ubi  Sup.)  Reflect  on  the  different  motives, 
which  induce  men  to  frequent  the  house  of  God.  Some 
are  actuated  by  human  respects,  or  led  by  custom  or 
curiosity.  Observe  how  soon  Simeon  discovered  the 
expected  of  all  nations,  that  ancient  patriarchs  and  pro- 
phets had  so  anxiously  desired  to  see.  Observe  the 
veneration  and  devotion  with  which  the  holy  man  ap- 
proaches the  world's  Redeemer.  Oh,  what  a flame  of 
divine  love  must  have  been  enkindled  in  his  heart,  when 
he  had  the  Son  of  God  so  near!  Imitate  his  veneration 
and  devotion  as  often  as  you  receive  die  same  God  in 
the  eucharist,  and  when  you  enter  into  his  house. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  abundantly  the  divine  infont 
recompensed  the  longing  desires  of  Simeon  to  see  him. 
He  not  only  rejoiced  him  with  his  corporal  presence*  but 
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filled  his  soul  with  divine  grace,  producing  so  powerful 
an  effect,  as  to  make  him  bid  adieu  to  all  earthly  things, 
and  even  to  life  itself.  He  burst  forth  into  that  admira- 
ble  canticle:  Wow  thou  dost  dismiss  thy  servant , 0 
Lord , according  to  thy  word , in  fie  ace  ^ because  my  eyes 
have  seen  thy  salvation . (Luk.  2.  29,  30.)  Oh  that 
you  would  also  bid  farewell  to  all  earthly  things,  and  say 
with  the  apostle : But  I am  straitened— hawing  a de- 
sire to  be  dissolved^  and  to  be  with  Christ . (Phil.  1.  23.) 


On  Simeon9 8 Prophecy . 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  words  of  Simeon  regarding 
Christ:  Behold , this  child  is  set  ufifor  the  fall  and  for 
the  resurrection  of  many  in  Israel . (Luk;  2.  34.)  The 
incarnation  and  birth  of  Christ  will  increase  the  guilt  and 
punishment  both*of  the  unbeliever,  and  of  those  who  be- 
lieve, but  will  not  obey  his  will.  To  the  just,  they  will 
be  the  cause  of . resurrection  to  eternal  life.  Reflect,  in* 
which  of  these  two  ways  you  would  wish  the  birth  of 
Christ  to  be  applied  to  you ; and  observe,  how  even  the 
holiest  things  may  be  perverted  to  our  own  reprobation, 
if  we  do  not  make  a proper  use  of  them.  Examine  your 
own  conduct  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  see  if  you  do 
not  abuse  the  favours  of  God  and  the  means  of  salvation^ 
which  your  state  of  life  affords  you. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  for  a sign , which  shall  bt 
contradicted . (Ubi  Sup.)  Wonder  at  the  folly  of  man* 
kind.  Christ  is  the  uncreated  Wisdom  of  God,  in  whom 
are  hidden  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge; 
(Coloss.  2.  3.)  and  yet  men  have  contradicted,  *and  sriH 
contradict,  his  divine  doctrine.  His  Words  and  actibns 
were  continually  contradicted,  and  he  was  perpetually 
misrepresented  and  calumniated:  and  do  you  wonder  and 
complain,  that  you  are  sometimes  eontradicted  grid  W- 
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proYed?  Learn  to  suffer  patiently,  as  he  did.  If  you 
wish  to  be  a disciple  of  Christ,  you  must  be  content  to 
be  set  up  as  an  object  of  reproof  and  contradiction;  for 
the  disciple  is  not  above  his  master . (Mat.  10.  24.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words,  which  holy  Simeon 
addressed  to  the  Virgin:  Thy  own  soul  a sword  shall 
pierce . (Luk.  2.  35.)  Ponder  how  divine  Providence 
mixes  sorrow  with  joy,  and  amidst  the  immense  pleasure, 
which  she  must  have  experienced,  on  seeing  such  ho- 
nours bestowed  on  her  son,  he  reminds  her  of  her  future 
grief.  Admire  her  singular  resignation  to  the  will  of 
heaven,  in  accepting  this  piercing  sword  of  sorrow  from 
the  bands  of  God.  Imitate  her  example,  and  learn  not 
to  be  immoderately  overjoyed  in  time  of  consolation  and 
prosperity;  but  always  bear  in  mind  the  sorrow  that  may 
follow.  In  the  day  of  good  things , Ecclesiasticus  advi- 
ses, be  not  unmindful  qf  evils . (11.  27.) 


On  the  Prophetess  Anna,  t£c. 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  virtues  of  this  holy  woman  ate 
here  proposed  for  our  imitation.  After  seven  years  of 
a married  life,  she  lived  continually  in  the  temple,  by 
fasting  and  prayer , serving  night  and  day;  (Luk.  2. 
37.)  and  she  was  then  eighty-four  years  old.  Meditate 
on  her  great  love  of  purity,  her  continual  exercise  of 
prayer  and  mortification,  and  her  perseverance  for  so 
many  years  in  this  holy  conduct.  Compare  these  vir- 
tues with  your  inconstancy  and  tepidity ; and  pray  with 
David : O Lord,  make  me  know  my  end— that  I may 
know  what  is  wanting  to  me . (Ps.  38.  5.) 

II.  Considered.  Now  she  at  the  same  time  coming 
In,  gave  praise  to  the  Lord . (Luk.  2.)  Ponder,  the 
sweet  providence  of  God,  in  inspiring  her  to  enter  the 
tepiple  at  that  very  time,  and  in  revealing  to  her  the  mya* 
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very  of  his  Son’s  incarnation.  She  concurred  with  the 
.divine  inspiration,  and  did  not  lose  a moment;  but  im- 
me  diately  hastened  to  enjoy  the  blessings,  which  were  de- 
signed for  her.  How  different  is  your  conduct  from  hers ; 
how  many  delays  and  impediments  do  you  put  to  divine 
grace  ! You  know  not  the  hour  in  which  God  may  have 
designed  some  special  favour  for  you : let  your  mind 
and  heart,  then^be  always  prepared, — you  may  lose 
many  graces  by  neglecting  one. 

III.  Consider,  -3d.  There  were  certainly  many  others 
in  the  temple  at  the  same  time : but  Simeon  and  Anna 
alone  knew  the  great  mystery  of  the  incarnation ; for  the 
blessed  infant  displayed  no  external  appearances  of  divi- 
nity, nor  appeared  different  from  ordinary  children. 
Learn  from  this  example  to  conceal  your  own  good  qua- 
lities, and  not  to  condemn  others  from  outward  appear- 
ances. Learn,  also,  that  of  all  those  who  approach  the 
holy  eucbarist,  those  only  discover  the  hidden  God,  and 
relish  his  heavenly  sweetness,  who  appear  at  the  sacred 
table  with  the  spirit  of  true  and. genuine  devotion.  Finally, 
learn  this  all-important  truth,  that  many  are  called  but 
few  chosen.  (Mat.  20.  16.)  Labour ^ther^f or e^  the  more> 
as  St.  Peter  advises  you,  that  by  good  works  ye  make 
cure  your  vocation  and  election.  (2.  Peter,  1.  10.) 


On  the  Prophetess  Anna,  Igc. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  interior  acts  of  virtue,  which 
this  holy  woman  exercised,  when  she  beheld  the  divine 
infant.  They  were  those  of  faith,  hope  and  love,  then 
of  joy  Mid  seif-congratulation,  together  with  perfect  re- 
signation to  the  will  of  God.  Take  care  to  imitate  her, 
when  you  appear  in  the  presence  of  the  same  God,  at  the 
euchanstic  table.  If  you  have  faith,  where  is  your  hu- 
mility, reverence  Mid  devotion  ? If  you  hope  in  him  9 
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where  is  your  resignation  tp  the  will  of  God  in  crosses 
and  adversities  ? If  you  love  him,  why  do  you  fix  your# 
heart  and  affections  on  creatures.  If  your  joy  be  in* 
him,  why  do  you  seek  for  satisfaction  and  happiness  in 
earthly  comforts  ? If  you  have  resigned  yourself  to  his 
holy  will,  why  do  you  so  often  retract  and  seek  your  own 
will?  . 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Her  affections  immediately  prompt- 
' ed  her  to  give  praise  to  the  Lord , and  Jo  speak  of  him  to 
all . (Vid.  Sup.)  She  acknowledged  him  to  be  .the  long 
expected  Messias ; she  admired  his  humility,  extolled 
his  mercy ; and  she  invited  all  to  acknowledge  him,  to 
reverence  and  love  him  as  their  Lord  and  Saviour.  Oh, 
how  true  is  it,  that  out  of  the  abundance  qf  the  heart  the 
mouth  speaketh . (Mat.  12.  34,)  The  reason  why  you 
are  so  dumb  in  the  praises  of  God  is,  because  your  af- 
fections are  so  cold  <\r  tepid.  Learn  from  this  holy  wo- 
man, to  speak  freely  of  God  and  heavenly  things,  in  your 
conversation  with  others.  Be  not  satisfied  with  enjoy- 
ing God  alone,  but  endeavour  to  lead  others  to  him  by 
word  and  example. 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  And  hie  father  and  mother 
Were  wondering  at  there  things,  which  were  spoken  eon - 
ceming  him.  (Luk.  ubi.  Sup,)  They  admired  and  ador* 
ed  the  providence  of  God,  in  revealing  these  sublime 
mysteries  to  a few  only,  and  on  concealing  them  from  the 
rest  of  mankind.  They  adored  the  divine  dispensation, 
when  he  reveafed  them  to  the  poor  and  humble  of  this 
world,  and  concealed  them  from  the  great  and  the 
proud.  And  efter  they  had  performed  all  things , ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  the  Lord , they  returned  into 
Galilee . (Luk.  2.  39.)  It  is  your  duty  to  fellow  their 
example;  to  perform  all  things  according  to  the  law  $ 
and  to  fulfil  the  commands  of  God,  in  what  may  seem  to 
you  of  trivial  importance.  Accompany  this  holy,  family 
home,  and  observe  their  religious  demeanour  on  the 
way.  They  returned  to  Bethlehem,  where  they  lived 
in  holy  obscurity,  and  where  they  endeavoured  to  do  their 
duty  in  respect  to  their  new  bom  Saviour. 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  Physician  of  your  soul. 

<•» 

THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  THE  EPIPHANY. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Heal  me,  O Lord,  and  I shall  be  healed ; Save  me  and  I shall 
be  saved.— [Jer.  xvii.  14.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  this 
day,  viz : that  Christ  healed  the  leper,  and  afterwards 
the  servant  of  the  centurion.  (Mat  <8.)  He  is  the  uni* 
versal  physician  of  our  souls ; for  the  prophet  tells  us.  of 
him,  that  he  was  sent  to  heal  the  contrite  of  heart.  (Is. 
41.  1.)  and  whilst  he  was  upon  earth,  says  his  evange- 
list, virtue  went  out  from  him  and  healed  all . (Luk.  6. 
19.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  To  how  many  diseases  our  fallen 
nature  is  subject.  Our  fever,  writes  St.  Ambrose,  is 
covetousness , our  fever-is  sensuality , our  fever  is  rage 
and  anger , &c.  Our  diseases  are  as  numerous  as  our 
vices.  Reflect  on  the  imminent  danger,  in  which  these 
spiritual  diseases  continually  place  you  ; for  they  expose 
you  to. eternal  death.  Consider,  also,  the  difficulty  with 
which  they  are  cured ; for  they  are  not  like  diseases  of 
the  body,  that  show  themselves  by  outward  symptoms, 
—they  are  often  concealed  even  from  the  patient  him- 
self, and  are,  in  a certain  manner,  engrafted  on  the  con- 
stitution of  the  soul.  What  a happiness  it  is,  to  be  able 
whenever  you  choose  to  apply  to  a physician,  who  knows 
your  spiritual  complaints  most  intimately,  and  who  can, 
and  wishes  to  apply  sovereign  remedies  to  them! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  ought  to  place  great  confi- 
dence in  this  spiritual  physician  of  yours.  He  is  emi- 
nently skillful,  and  infinitely  wise;  and,  in  order  that 
he  might  have  a more  experimental  knowledge  of  our 
infirmities,  he  united  himself  to  our  nature,  he  hath  Some 
our  infirmities  and  carried  our  sorrows.  (Is.  53.  4.) 
He  is  infinitely  compassionate  and  infinitely  desirous  of 

LI 
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our  spiritual  health  and  salvation : and,  therefore,  of  his 
own  accord  he  asked  the  man  in  the  gospel.  Wilt  thou 
be  made  nohole.  (John,  5.  6.)  In  order  that  he  may 
more  effectually  cure  us,  he  has  prepared  for  us  a most 
admirable  medicine,  consisting  of  his  own  most  precious 
body  and  blood.  Throw  yourself,  therefore,  at  his  feet, 
and  say  with  the  prophet : Have  mercy  on  me , 0 Lord, 
for  / am  weak.  (Ps  6.  2.)  Remember  he  cannot  effect 
a cure  in  your  soul,  unless  you  perform  punctually,  what* 
ever  he  prescribes. 


On  Christ's  Flight  into  Egypt . 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  different  are  the  thoughts  of 
God  from  the  thoughts  of  men ! Christ  was  no  sooner 
bom',  than  sent  into  banishment.  The  Almighty  could 
easily  have  rid  the  world  of  Herod,  or  have  appeased  his 
anger,  or  have  rendered  his  divine  Son  invisible;  but  he 
adopted  the  ordinary  means  of  safety,  and  his  Son  must 
fly.  Reflect  how  derogatory  this  was  to  the  dignity  of 
the  Redeemer,  and  how  full  of  inconveniences.  Thus* 
God  always  treats  those,  whom  he  loves  best.  Are  you 
greater,  or  better,  than  the  Son  of  God  ? Why,,  then,  do 
you  complain,  when  his  providence  prepares  crosses 
for  you?  You  ought  to  consider  them  as  marks  of  his 
affection:  and  this  thought  will  render  them  not  only  sup- 
portable, but  even  agreeable. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  God  would  not  have  his  Son  go  to 
the  Magi,  where  he  would  have  been  honoured  and 
adored;  but  into  Egypt,  a pagan  nation,  and  ever  hostile 
to  the  Israelites;  far  from  home,  from  his  relations,  and 
friends..  Thus,  he  deprives  his  Son,  even  in  his  infancy 
of  comfort,  help,  convenience,  which  he  might  other- 
wise have  derived  from  his  friends.  Why,  then,  do 
you  seek  with  such  ardour  for  the  esteem  and  service 
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of  other*?  Why  do  you  think  it  hard  to  suffer  incon- 
veniences? If  you  really  loved  Christ,  you  would  re- 
joice, and  conceive  it  honour  enough,  to  be  neglected 
and  contemned  and  despised  for  his  sake.  It  ia  enough 
for  the  diacipley  that  he  be  da  hia  mao  ter  y and  the  eer» 
vant  aa  hia  Lord . .{Mat  10.  25.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  As  Christ  would  be  born  far  from 
home,  so  would  he  be  banished  far  from  his  own  coun- 
try. He  intended  to  convey  this  lesson,  that  we  should 
always  consider  ourselves  in  this  world  as  strangers  and 
exiles,  and  not  as  citizens  of  it;  for  we  know,  that  we 
have  no  permanent  city;  but  we  aeek  one  to . come. 

JHeb.  13.  14.)  Those  who  were  afterwards  ^anished 
or  his  sake,  or  suffered  any  thing  for  him,  might  find 
comfort  in  his  example.  Learn  to  bear  all  this  kind  of 
crosses,  and  even  banishmeilt  from  your  home  or  coun- 
try, with  patience  and  resignation;  for  a man  of  reaolu - 
lion  mokea  every  country  hia  own.  (Cie  Tus.  2.  5.) 


On  Ckriet’a  Flight  into  Egyjrt. , 

*ART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Beholdy  an  angel  qf  the  Lord  ap- 
peared in  aleep  tp  Joaephy  aayingy  ariae  and  take  the 
child  and  hia  mother y and  Jly  into  Egypt . (Mat.  2. 
13.)  Ponder  the  particulars  of  this  command.  1st. 
The  angel  commands  in  the  name  of  God,  who  is  the 
supreme  Lord.  2d.  He  delivers  the  command  not  to 
Mary,  though  she  was  the  more  worthy;  but  to  Joseph, 
because  he  was  the  head,  of  the  family,  and  its  ordinary 
superior.  3d.  He  appeared  to  him  in  sleep,  by  which 
we  learn,  that  even  while  we  sleep,  the  cafe  of  God  is 
exerted  over  us,  and  he  is  continually  watching  for  our 
good.  4th.  He  tells  him  to  take  the  child  and  his  mo- 
ther, without  mentioning  any  thing  else.  Oh,  that  Jesus 
aftid  Mary  were  your  only  care  1 5th.  He  assigns  them 
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the  place  of  their  banishment.  Learn  front  hence,  not 
to  choose  for  yourself,  but  receive  every  thing  in  the 
ordinary  Way  of  God’s  providence,  and  as  coming  from 
his  hands,  ip  regard  to  place,  employment,  prosperity 
and  adversity. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  words  of  the  Angel:  Be  there 

until  I shall  tell  thee ..  (Mat  2.  IS.)  He  could  have 
told  him,  determinately,  the  time  which  he  had  to  remain 
in  Egypt;  but  God  did  not  wish  it  to  be  known,  in  order 
that  the  holy  family  might  depend  more  on  his  provi- . 
dence.  Learn,  hence,  to  depend  exclusively  on  divme 
Providence,  and  not  to  be  too  solicitous  for  the  future, 
in  regard  to  what  may  or  may  not  happen;  for  the  steps 
qf  man  are  guided  by  the  Lord $ (Prov.  20.  24.)  And 
he ■ hath  given  his  angels  charge  over  thee,  to  keep  thee 
in  all  thy  ways.  (Ps.  9 O’.  11.)  Follow  this  conduct, 
and  not  your  own  ways,  and  you  will  always  live  in 
security.  # 

III.  Consider,  3d.  He  arose , and  took  the  child  and 
his  mother , by  night.  (UbL  Sup.)  Reflect  on  the 
perfect  obedience  of  St  Joseph.  He  submitted  his~~ 
judgment,  although  he  might  have  made  many  objec- 
tions agaihst  so  sudden  a departure.  He  immediately 
conformed  his  will,  notwithstanding  the  many  difficulties 
which  presented  themselves.  He  promptly  and  accu- 
rately executed  the  command;  he  rose  that  very  night, 
and  left  all  he  had,  uncertain  when  he  was  to  return. 
He  performed  all  this  with  cheerfulness,  because  be 
knew,  that  he  was  doing  the  will  of  God.  Compare 
your  obedience  with  his,  and  reform  whatever  is  faulty 
m it  Conform  to  so  bright  an  example. 


On  Christ’s  Flight  into  Egypt. 

PART  THIRD. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  And  they  retired  into  Egypt.  (Vid. 
Mot  2.  14.)  They  commenced  their  journey  Without 
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delay.  Ponder  the  tender  affections  and  compassion  of 
the  mother  for  her  child,  who  even  in  his  infancy  began 
to  train  himself  to  suffer  inconveniences  and  hardships. 
She  resigned  herself,  notwithstanding,  to  the  will  of  God. 
Reflect,  also,  how  this  divine  infant  offered  himself  freely 
to  his  eternal  Father,  even  in  his  early  days,  for  banish- 
ment and  toils  and  misery.  He  rejoiced  to  go  into 
Egypt,  to  sanctify  it  by  his  presence  and  to  destroy  its 
idols.  Behold , the  Lord  will  enter  into  Egypt , and  the 
idols  of  Egypt  will  be  moved  at  his  presence . (Is. 
19.  1.)  Beseech  him  to  sanctify  yon  in  the  holy  eucha- 
nst,  ami  to  destroy  the  idols  of  your  vicious  affections. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  sufferings  of  the  holy  family 
on  the  road.  Remark  their  religious  demeanour,  their 
pious  discourses,  and  their  interior  recollection  with  God: 
and  with  what  holy  resignation  they  surmount  the  diffi- 
culties of  a long  and  tedious  journey,  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  seventy,  miles.  These  sufferings  were  in- 
creased by  their  poverty  and  forlorn  situation.  Com- 
passionate them,  and  be  ashamed  of  your  own  delicacy 
and  unwillingness  to  suffer  the  least  inconvenience  for 
die  sake  of  Christ. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  They  resided,  unknown,  in  Egypt 
for  seven  or  eight  years.  Reflect  on  the  life,  which 
they  led  during  that  time.  They  performed  all  their 
religious  duties  towards  God,  as  far  as  their  banishment 
in  a heathenish  country  would  permit  them. — They  ob- 
served perfect  charity  and  union  among  themselves. 
During  the  whole  time,  they  were  extremely  poor  and 

I maintained  themselves  and  the  divine  infant  by  the 
labour  of  their  hands.  They  bore  in  silent  patience  the 
evils  of  banishment,  arid  the  ill  usages  of  the  Egyptians. 
Compare  your  conduct  in  adversity  with  theirs;  blush  at 
your  weakness,  and  fortify  your  mind  by  their  example 
against  the  entailed  and  unavoidable  miseries  of  life. 
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On  the  Murder  of  the  Holy  Innocents. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then  Herod , fiercerving  that  he  was 
deluded  by  the  wise  men , was  exceedingly  angry;  and 
tending^  killed  all  the  male  children  that  were  in  Beth • 
lehem.  (Mat.  2.  16.)  Reflect  on  the  barbarous  cruelty 
of  this  wicked  prince,  and  mark  into  what  enormities 
ambition  plunges  the  man,  who  blindly  pursues  it.  Form 
a steady  detestation  of  this  vice.  But  let  the  wicked 
rage  and  devise  vain  thing*,  against  the  Lord  and 
against  hi*  Christ , — he  who  dwelleth  in  heaven  shall 
laugh  at  them,  and  the  Lord  shall  deride  them . (vid. 
Ps.  2.)  Such  was  the  case  with  Herod;  God  frustrated 
his  deep-laid  designs,  and  turned  them  against  himself. 
Learn  from  hence  to  put  implicit  confidence  in  God. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  cruelty  of  hi§  officers  surpassed 
even  that  of  the  tyrant  himself.  Observe  how  readily 
thdy  execute  the  king’s  command,*  and  murder  as 
many  male  children  as  they  could  find  in  and  about 
Bethlehem.  Blush  at  the  reflection,  that  these  bad 
men  were  more  punctual  in  doing  even  a bad  action, 
than  you  in  doing  good.  Conceive  the  agonized  feelings 
of  the  poor  mothers  of  these  devoted  innocents.  Let 
your  concern  and  grief  be  no  less,  when  you  have  lost 
your  .infant  God,  by  sin.  Christ,  though  at  a great  dis- 
tance, witnessed  this  barbarous  spectacle  with  compas- 
sion, and  rejoiced  at  the  infants’  future  glory  in  heaven. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Admire  the  goodness  of  God,  who 
from  the  wickedness  of  men,  draws  advantages  for  his 
servants,  and  who  can  produce  a honey-comb  in  the 
lion9*  jaw . (Judg.  14.  8.)  He  permitted  this  slaugh- 
ter, that  the  innocents  might  receive  the  immortal  crown 
of  martyrdom.  How  happy  was  this  for  them;  if  they 
had  lived,  perhaps  some  of  diem  might  have  been  found 
among  those,  who  crucified  Christ.  Throw  yotirself 
with  confidence,  into  the  arms  of  Providence,  who  knows 
infinitely  better  how  to  dispose  of  yourself  and  your 
affairs,  than  you  do  yourself.  Imitate,  in  your  life,  the 
innocence  of  these  infant  saints,  that  you  may  be  without 
sfiot  before  the  throne  of  God . (Apoc.  14.  5.) 
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On  Christ’ a Return  from  Egypt. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  Herod  was  dead,  an  angel 
of  the  Lord  appeared  in  sleep  to  Joseph  in  Egypt , say- 
ing, arise  and  take  the  child  and  his  mother , and  go  into 
the  land  of  Israel . (Mat.  2.  19.)  Joseph  was  after- 
wards in  a doubt,  where  to  fix  his  abode,  for  fear  of  Ar- 
chilaus,  and  was  admonished  to  go  into  Galilee.  Re- 
mark how  short-lived  is  the  prosperity  of  the  wicked, 
and  how  quickly  changed  into  eternal  adversity.  Reflect, 
too,  how  God  takes  peculiar  care  of  the  iust,  removing 
from  them  the  afflictions,  which  were  sent  for  their  greater 
good,  and  directing  them  in  all  their  ways.  Therefore, 
come  ye  to  him , and  be  enlightened , and  your  faces  shall 
not  be  corfounded . (Ps.  33.  6.) 

II.  .Consider,  3d;  And  he  came  and  dwelt  in  a city 
called  Nazareth.  (Ubi  Sup.)  Imagine  with  what  joy 
they  were  received  by  their  relations  and  friends,  at  their 
return;  and  admire  their  singular  humility  in  concealing 
from  them  the  mysteries  relating  to  the  birth  of  their 
son.  They  knew  that  God  would  reveal  thenr  at  the 
proper  time.  Christ,  in  holy  writ,  is  called  a Nazarite, 
which  signifies  a flower;  and  he  himself  prompted  the 
author  of  the  jcanticles  to  speak  in  his  person,  and  say 
I am  the  flower  of  the  fields  (2.  1.)  that  is,  not  bom  of 
that  parent,  which  the  world  would  call  noble  and  great, 
but  of  ordinary  extraction;  and  the  lily  of  the  -v  a l lies, 
(Ubi.  Sup.)  and  not  of  the  mountains.  By  these  expres- 
sions he  insinuates,  that  he  is  spiritually  bom,  not  in 
proud  and  exalted,  but  in  humble  souls.  Descend  then 
into  the  valley  of  humility,  and  in  this  humble  state,  pre- 
sent your  God,  with  the  lily  of  chastity.  The  giver  and 
his  gift  will  then  be  acceptable  to  him. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Many  follow  Jesus  the  Nazarite, 
but  few  Jesus  the  crucified.  They  willingly  adhere  to 
him  in  prosperity,  but  when  adversity  frowns  they  imme- 
diately abandon  him.  They  are  willing  (o  share  his 
kingdom,  but  not  his  sufferings ; they  admire  his  crown, 
but  not  his  cross.  Remember  it  is  your  duty  to  follow 
Christm  all  his  characters,  and  to  shrink  from  no  difficult/. 
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A summary  of  the  virtues  which  Christ  exer- 
cised in  his  Passion. 

SATURDAY. 

After  having  meditated  in  detail  the  mysteries  of  Christ’s 
incarnation  and  nativity,  it  will  be  well  to  collect  in  one 
point  of  view,  the  examples  of  the  chief  virtues  which  he 
exercised  in  them,  and  to  contemplate  their  united  lus- 
tre.— 

1st.  Me  displayed  a sovereign  contempt  of  the  world . 
He  was  bom  privately  in  the  night,  without  pomp  and 
attendants,  and  unknown  to  ail.  When  bom  he  was  vi- 
sited by  poor  shepherds.  He  afterward  lived  in  obscu- 
rity and  banishment ; contemning  the  world  and  all  its 
conveniences  and  unknown  to  all. 

2d.  His  humility  was  equally  great.  Though  the 
God  of  infinite  majesty,  he  assumed  the  body  of  a help- 
less infant,  and  was  an  outcast  in  Bethlehem.  He  be- 
came a companion  of  beasts  in  the  stable.  He  assumed 
the  character  of  a sinner  at  his  circumcision.  Well 
might  he  say  by  his  prophet : I am  a worm  and  no  many 
the  reftroach  of  man  and  the  outcast  of  the  people.  (Ps. 
21.7.) 

3d  His  poverty  corresponded  with  his  humility . Be~ 
ing  rich  he  became  floor  for  your  sake.  .(2.  Cor.  8.  9.) 
He  was  almost  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and 
among  those  which  he  admitted  he  always  chose  the 
meanest  and  the  worst.  His  dwelling  was  a stable,  a 
manger  was  his  bed,  a poor  virgin  was  his  mother,  and 
his  reputed  lather  was  a needy  carpenter.  Reverence 
and  imitate  his  example,  that  through  hie  poverty  ye 
may  be  rich . (Ubi  Sup.) 

4th.  His  practice  of  the  virtue  of  obedience  was  most 
perfect : He  humbled  himself* \ becoming  obedient , unto 
death . (Phil.  2,  8.).  His  birth  at  Bethlehem  wai  an  actu- 
al exercise  of  obedience  to-  the  imperial  edict  of  Caesar. 
He  was  obedient  to  the  laws  of  circumcision  and  present 
tation,  although  he  was  not  bound  by  them,  and  in  all 
% things  was  subject  to  his  parents. 
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5th.  His  fiatience  was  divinely  heroical.  Although 
fey  the  right  of  his  divine  nature,  he  was  impassible,  and 
by  his  innocence  undeserving  of  punishment;  he  suffered, 
however,  in  his  tenderest  years,  all  the  inconveniences 
of  cold,  hunger,  infirmity  and  want;  the  pains  of  circum- 
cision ; the  hardships  of  travelling,  and  the  miseries  of 
banishment.  Since  he  was  born  with  the  use  of  reason, 
he  was  infinitely  more  sensible  of  these  hardships  than 
other  children  are. 

6th.  His  love  of  God  and  charity  toward * hi*  neigh- 
bour, were  infinite.  He  directed  all  his  sufferings  to  the 
glory  of  the  former,  and  the  advantage  of  the  latter.  His 
tears  and  blood  were  shed  at  his  circumcision,  to  atone 
for  our  sins.  He  assumed  to  himself  our  infirmities 
and  miseries,  not  by  constraint,  but  by  his  own  choice, 
to  satisfy  for  them,  and  to  give  us  examples  of  every 
virtue.  Return  him,  therefore,  love  for  love.  Learn  to 
contemn  the  world,  to  be  humble  and  obedient.  Suffer 
want  and  hardships  with  patience;  and  in  fine,  in  all  these* 
seek  the  greater  glory  of  God,  and  the  spiritual  advan- 
tage of  your  neighbour. 


On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  peace  of  your  soul. 
FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  THE  EPIPHANY. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Save  me,  O God,  for  the  waters  are  come  id,  even  unto  my 
soul.  [Ps.  lxviii.  1.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  the  gospel  of  to-day,  Christ  is 
recorded  to  have  appeased  the  tempest  on  the  sea.  We 
are  on  a tempestuous  sea  as  long  as  we  exist  in  this 
world;  we  are  continually  harassed  by  stormsr-'-the 
winds  of  temptation  blow,  and  raise  the  waves  of  our 
passions  and  concupiscences.  If  Buffer  these  waves 
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to  increase,  we  cannot  subdue  them,  and  we  shall  infalli- 
bly perish.  The  wicked , says  the  prophet,  are  like  the 
raging  sea,  which  cannot  rest.  (Is.  57.  20.)  How  many 
human  beings,  of  every  state,  condition  and  sex,  are 
swallowed  up  in  this  ocean,  never  again  to  emerge  from 
it ! 

H.  Consider,  2d.  Nothing  but  the  protecting  hand  of 
God  can  secure  us.  He  alone  rules  the  /tower  of  the 
sea  s and  appeases  the  motion  of  the  waves  thereof. 
(Ps.  38.  10.)  He  is  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the 
soul,  and  appeases  its  turbulent  motions  at  his  pleasure; 
for  in  the  gospel  of  to-day  he  commanded  the  winds  cf 
the  sea , and  there  came  a great  calm.  (Mat.  8.  26.)  He 
will  do  the  same  to-day  in  your  souls,  if  you  receive  him 
as  you  ought. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  God  often  permits  us  to  be  toss- 
ed to  and  fro  with  the  waves  of  trouble  and  the  winds  of 
temptation,  while  he  himself  seems  to  sleep,  in  order  to 
try  our  constancy  and  increase  our  glory.  Besides,  he 
is  much  pleased  at  the  confidence  which  we  place  in 
him  on  such  occasions.  He  reprehended  St.  Peter  for 
his  want  of  confidence,  when  he  said  to  him:  O,  thou  of 
little  faith , why  didst  thou  doubt  ? (Mat.  14.  31.)  Ex- 
amine with  what  temptations  and  passions  you  are  most 
assailed,-— and  approaching  him  with  confidence  at  the 
eucharistic  table,  cry  out  with  the  apostles  : Lord  save 
us , we  perish}  (Mat.  8.  25.)  or  with  holy  David:  Let 
not  the  tempest  of  water  drown  me,  nor  the  deep  swal* 
low  me  up.  (Ps.  68.  16.) 


On  Ckrist’e  going  up  to  the  Temple . 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

1.  Consider,  1st.  The  Jewish  law  required  that, 
thrice  in  the  year  every  male  should  present  himself  bj* 
lore  the  Lord  at  Jerusalem.  Hence,  St.  Joseph  and 
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blessed  Virgin,  also  went ; be,  from  a motive  of  obedi- 
ence to  the  law ; she,  of  devotion  to  the  house  of  God. 
Christ  accompanied  them  both  to  glorify  the  eternal  Fa- 
ther, and  to  give  him  solemn  thanks  for  all  his  benefits 
received,  as  well  general  as  particular,  in  consequence 
of  the  institution  of  the  law.  Learn  from  hence,  to  visit 
the  house  of  God  willingly,  and  to  behave,  in  it  with  all 
the  respect  that  the  sanctity  of  the  place  requires. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  His  / xarents  went  every  year  to 
Jerusalem , at  the  solemn  day  of  the  Pasch . (Luk.  2. 
41.)  Learn  from  hence,  constancy  and  perseverance  in 
good  works.  They  did  not  present  themselves  in  the 
house  of  God  through  custom,  although  the  custom  was 
a good  one,  but  they  were  actuated  by  a spirit  of  real  de- 
votion. Such  should  be  your  case,  when  you  are  em- 
ployed in  things  that  regard  the  service  of  God,  particu- 
larly wh$n  you  frequent  the  sacraments.  Nothing  in 
religion  should  be  done  merely  from  custom  or  human 
respects. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  after  they  had  fulfilled  the 
days,  the  child  Jesus  remained  in  Jerusalem • (Ubi.  Sup.) 
Our  Saviour  here  gives  us  an  example  of  renouncing 
the  ties  of  flesh  and  blood,  when  the  service  and  honour 
of  God  are  concerned.  Hence,  upon  another  occasion, 
he  observed : He  who  loveth  father  or  mother  more 
than  me , is  not  worthy  qf  me . (Mat.  10.  37.)  All  earth- 
ly friends  are  to  be  left  for  God,  if  he  require  it ; and 
every  advice  of  theirs  to  the  contrary,  ought  to  be  re- 
jected, as  proceeding  from  the  enemies  of  God.  Hence? 
St.  Jerom  exclaims  s Tramfile  over  your  father  ^ tram- 
file  over  your  mother , and  with  dry  cheeks  fly  to  the 
standard  qf  the  cross . (Hier.  ap.  Ber.  Ep.  351.) 
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On  Christ's  going  up  to  the  Temple. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  Christ  was  employed  during 
those  three  days.  He  was  wholly  occupied  in  divine 
things,  in  prayer  and  conversation  with  the  doctors.  Ma- 
ny spiritual  writers  think,  that  he  lived  during  those  days 
without  any  other  food  than  that  which  he  procured  by 
begging.  This  he  did  from  his  extreme  love  of  poverty, 
and  to  fulfil  the  expression  of  the  prophet : I am  a beg- 
gar and  floor : the  Lord  is  careful  for  me . (Ps.  39.  18.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Meditate  on  the  behaviour  of 
Christ  among  the  doctors.  The  modesty  of  his  coun- 
tenance, words,  and  actions,  arrested  their  admiration 
to  so  great  a degree,  that  they  admitted  the  divine 
youth  into  their  company.  With  all  humility  he  ask- 
ed them  questions,  and  listened  to  their  answers,  as 
a scholar  and  not  a teacher,  although  he  was  the  Wisdom 
of  the  Divinity  himself.  His  questions  were  prudent, 
and  the  answers  that  he  gave  to  their  questions  astonished 
them.  He  zealously  sought  the  glory  of  his  Father  in  all 
this,  and  he  did  not  act  from  ostentation.  How  contrary 
is  the  conduct  of  most  scholars ; they  are  ever  on  the 
watch  to  discover  an  opportunity  of  displaying  their  little 
knowledge,  forgetful  that  knowledge  is  a dangerous 
thing,  because  man  has  so  many  natural  inclinations  to 
abuse  it. 

^ III.  Consider,  3d.  How  his  affectionate  parents 
grieve  at  the  absence  of  their  son.  With  all  humility 
they  ascribe  this  absence  to  their  own  fault.  It  was  no 
fault  of  theirs ; but,  the  man  who  is  truly  humble,  will 
sometimes  attribute  t6  himself  more  of  mult  than  is  his 
due.  They  immediately  began  to  search  for  him  with 
amorous  sorrow.  They  have  recourse  to  God  in  prayer 
and  beg  him  to  restore  their  dear  son.  It  frequently 
happens,  that  we  lose  Christ  in  the  day  of  prosperity, 
and  that  we  do  not  discover  our  loss,  until  the  dark  night 
of  adversity  arrive.  Beg  of  God  never  to  abandon  you* 
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fend  say  with  his  prophet : Forsake  me  not9  0 Lord  my 
God , do  not  thou  depart  from  me.  (Ps.  37.  32.) 


Christ  it  sought  for  by  his  Parents. 

WEDNESDAY. 

L Consider,  1st.  The  great  care  which  the  Virgin 
and  St.  Joseph  took  in  seeking  for  their  son,  who  did 
not  appear,  during  the  first  night  of  their  journey.  And 
not  finding  himy  they  returned  into  Jerusalem , seeking 
him.  (Luk.  2.  45.)  They  passed  by  no  place  on  their 
return,  and  omitted  inquiring  in  no  part  of  the  city,  where 
they  thought  it  probable  he  might  be  found.  Well  might 
the  Virgin  express  her  feelings,  in  the  words  of  the  can- 
ticles : Show  me , O thou , whom  my  soul  lovethy  where 
thou  liest  in  the  mid-day  in  the  streetsy  and  in  the  broad 
ways.  ( 1 . 6.)  Mark  with  what  fervour  you  ought  to  seek 
for  your  God,  either  when  you  have  lost  his  personal 
presence  by  mortal  sin,  or  his  gracious  familiarity  by 
tepidity. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  anxious  parents  could  not  find 
their  son,  among  his  kindred  or  acquaintance.  Hence, 
you  are  to  infer,  that  you  ought  to  divest  yourself  of  all 
inordinate  affection  for  your  kindred,  country  and  friends, 
if  you  desire  to  enjoy  the  company  of  your  Jesus.  St. 
Bernard  justly  inquires,  How  shall  I find  youy  my 
good  Jesusy  among  my  own  kindredy  when  you  could 
not  be  found  among  your  own? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  He  was  not  to  be  found  either  in 
the  more  agreeable,  or  more  honourable,  or  more  fre- 
quented walks  of  life.  Nor  did  the  spouse  in  the  canti- 
cles find  her  beloved  in  the  bed  of  ease  and  pleasure, 
nor  in  the  broad  ways  of  distraction,  dissipation  ana  for- 
getfulness of  God.  Christ  was  found  at  last  in  the  tem 
pie,  among  the  doctors.  Seek  your  Lord,  then,  in  his 
church,  by  fervent  prayer:  and,  though  you  do  not  im- 
mediately find  him,  persevere  in  the  search;  for,  as  the 
vise  man  observes,  wisdom  is  easily  seen9  by  those9  that 
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love  her,  and  it  found  by  them  that  seek  her.  (Wis. 
6.13.) 


Christ  is  found  by  his  Parents. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  it  came  to  flats,  that  after 
three  days , they  found  him  in  the  temflle . (Luk.  2. 
46.)  Imagine  what  joy  the  holy  Virgin  felt,  when  she, 
at  last,  discovered  her  son  in  the  temple.  We  seldom 
know  how  to  appreciate  a blessing,  until  we  have  lost  it; 
and  when  we  regain  it,  our  joy  is  complete.  This  is  the 
case  in  worldly  blessings;  let  it  be  so  in  those,  which 
are  of  a spiritual  and  more  elevated  nature.  When  you 
have  regained  the  grace  of  God,  after  having  lost  it  by 
sin,  pour  out  your  whole  soul  in  thanksgiving,  and  cau- 
tiously avoid  the  danger  of  a similar  loss. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  blessed  Virgin  addressed  her 
son:  Son , why  hast  thou  done  so  to  us?  (Luk.  2.  48.) 
In  this  expression  there  was  no  complaint  against  his 
conduct,  but  an  amorous  manifestation  of  her  past  sorrow 
and  present  happiness.  Such  was  the  expression  of 
Christ  to  his  Father:  My  God , my  God , why  hast  thou 
forsaken  me?  (Mat  27.  46.)  Behold , continues  the 
Virgin,  thy  father  and  I have  sought  thee  sorrowing . 
(Ubi.  Sup.)  Observe  her  humility:  she  styles  her 
spouse,  though  only  the  reputed  father,  the  father  of  her 
divine  son.  She  names  him  firs  .though  far  unequal  in 
dignity,  to  teach  you  to  prefer  otners  to  yoursfelf.  They 
sought  for  him  sorrowing:  and,  therefore,  they  found 
him;  for  those  who  sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy,  (Ps. 
125*5.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  answer  which  Christ  made 
to  his  blessed  mother:  Did  you  not  know , that  I must 
be  about  those  things , that  are  my  Father's  ? (Luk. 
2.  49.)  A divine  sentiment,  and  infinitely  deserving' of 
our  continual  recollection.^  We  are  to  prefer,  then,  the 
service  of  God,  to  every  other  affair  whatever,  and  to 
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every  other  service  and  duty.  Frequently  examine 
yourself,  if  you  are  occupied  in  the  things,  that  are  your 
Father’s.  If  you  be  not,  you  are  losing  your  time,  and 
trifling  with  the  best  gift  of  a bountiful  and  just  Provi- 
dence. 


Christ  returns  to  Nazareth  and  is  obedient  to 
his  Parents, 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Our  divine  model  having  now  per- 
formed the  will  of  his  Father,  notwithstanding  his  love  of 
solitude,  prayer,  and  the  immediate  worship  of  God  in 
the  temple,  went  down  with  his  parents,  and  came  to 
Nazareth,  and  was  subject  to  them.  (Luk.  2.  51.)  From 
this  action,  we  learn  a very  important  lesson,  viz:  that  the 
most  exalted  and  sublime  actions  are  not  always  the 
most  pleasing  to  God;  that  the  highest  degree  of  vir- 
tue, is,  to  submit  ourselves  to  others,  and  that  we  ought 
to  conform  our  exterior  to  the  condition  of  our  calling, 
and  to  perform  the  ordinary  actions,  which  belong  to  that 
calling,  with  perfection.  And  his  mother  kept  all  these 
words  in  her  heart . (Ubi.  Sup.)  Do  you  also  keep 
the  word  of  God  in  your  heart,  and  it  will  preserve  you. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  admirable  example  of  obedi- 
ence, which  is  conveyed  in  these  short  words:  and  he 
was  subject  to  them . Ponder  with  St.  Bernard,  who, 
and  to  whom . God,  to  men:  God,  to  whom  the  angels 
are  subject,  whom  the  principalities  and  powers  obey, 
mas  subject  to  Mary.  (Ber.  Ser.  2.  Sup.  Missus.)  In 
what  was  he  subject?  in  every  thing  even  in  the  meanest. 
The  Word  and  Wisdom  of  God,  did  not  despise , but 
obeyed  a woman  and  a carpenter . (Id.  de  Eod.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  With  good  reason  does  th6  same 
saint  exclaim:  Learn,  O man,  to  obey;  dust,  learn  to  sub- 
mitj  be  ashamed,  proud  ashes . God  humbled  him*?lf. 
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and  dare  you  exalt  yourself?  God  submits  himself  to 
man , and  do  you  seek  to  ruley  and  to  prefer  yourself  to 
your  creator  ? being  many  you  refuse  to  follow  the 
example  of  your  equal  many  surely  it  will  not  be  be • ] 

neath  you  to  follow  the  example  of  your  creator f (Id.) 


On  Christ’s  Obedience  to  his  Parents. 

FART  SECOND 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  order  that  you  may  be  the  more 
excited  to  imitate  this  admirable  example  of  obedience, 
that  Christ  has  given  you,  in  regard  to  your  superiors  or 
directors,  under  whom  God  has  placed  you,  or  may 
hereafter  place  * you,  meditate  on  the  many  advantages 
that  are  derived  from  this  virtue.  Nothing  more  accep- 
table can  be  offered  to  God.  , God  is  appeased  with  vic- 
tims and  sacrifice,  as  the  chief  acts  of  religious  worship, 
but  he  assures  us  himself,  that  obedience  is  still  more 
acceptable  to  him.  Obedience  is  better  than  sacrifice , 
and  to  hearken , rather  than  to  offer  the  fat  of  rams . (1. 
Kings,  15.  22.)  And  with  good  reason,  observes  St 
Gregory,  for  in  sacrifice  the  flesh  of  another  is  offered , 
but  in  obedience  our  own  will  is  killed , and  the  whole 
man  offered  in  sacrifice . 

II.  Consider,  2d.  There  is  no  safer  way  to  heaven 
than  the  road  .of  obedience.  Saints  and  holy  fathers 
teach  us,  that  there  is  nothing  more  dangerous  in  a spi- 
ritual lift,  than  to  be  our  own  guide,  and  to  follow  our 
own  judgment.  Hence,  St.  Bernard  observes:  He  that 
is  his  own  master , has  a fool  for  his  scholar:  for  as 
Solomon  writes,  the  way  of  a fool  is  right  in  his  own 
eyes;  but  he  who  is  wise  hearkeneth  unto  counsels . (Prov. 
12.  15.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  the  virtue  of  obedience,  all 
other  virtues  are  included;  and,  therefore,  by  holy  fa- 
thers it  is  called  the  mother  and  guardian  of  them  alL  He 
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who  is  obedient  cannot  fail  to  be  humble,  patient,  meek9 
charitable  and  master  of  himself;  for,  as  the  wise  man 
says,  An  obedient  man  shall  sfleak  of  victory . (Prov.  2 1 . 
28.)  Form  a growing  esteem,  then,  for  this  virtue,  and 
exercise  it  in  imitation  of  Christ,  whenever  occasions  offers 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  good  seed  of  your  soul. 
FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  THE  EPIPHANY. 

MOBBING  XKTBHTAINMENT. 

Behold,  I sow  my  love  in  you,  and  it  shall  bring  forth  fruit 
hi  you.  [Esdr.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  die  gospel  of  the 
day:  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened  to  a man , f oho 
sowed  good  seed  in  his  field . (Mat.  13.  24.)  This  field 
is  your  soul,  which  is  capable  of  receiving  either  good  or 
bad  seed.  The  seed  which  God  sows  m it  consists  of 
grace,  holy  inspirations,  and  pious  affections  arising  from 
the  perusal  of  good  books,  from  attention  to  sermons 
and  to  the  advice  of  spiritual  directors.  The  most  pre- 
cious seed,  however,  is  his  own  body  and  blood  in  the 
sacrament;  for  this  is  the  corn  of  the  chosen  ones . (Zac. 
9.  17.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  soil  of  your  soul  is  in  itself 
fruitless  and  barren,  and  produces  nothing  but  the  weeds 
of  vice  and  passion.  Sometimes,  like  the  field  in  the  gos- 
pel, it  is  covered  with  cockle,  that  is,  with  vices,  bear- 
ing the  resemblance  of  virtue  ; and  these  fill  the  mind 
with  vain  hopes  of  future  fruit;  but  when  the  har- 
vest time  arrives,  that  is,  at  the  last  judgment,  they  will  be 
cast  into  the  fire.  Purify  your  soul,  by  mortification,  from 
these  weeds  of  vice;  separate  the  cockle  from  the  good 
grain;  distinguish  real  virtue  from  its  resemblances,  that 
the  seed  of  the  heavenly  sower  may  not  be  choked  hi 
your  soul 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  How  anxiously  you  ought  to  la- 
bour in  the  affairs  of  salvation,  in  order  that  you%may 
yield  fruit  proportionate  to  the  divine  seed  which  God  sows 
in  your  soul,  when  you  approach  the  holy  sacraments. 
Beware  lest  you  provoke  this  heavenly  husbandman  to 
indignation,  and  force  him  to  condemn  you  to  the  fire. 
JFor  the  earth , which  drinketh  in  the  rain,  which  cometh 
upon  it , and  bringeth  forth  herbs  and  mpat  for  those  by 
whom  it  is  tilled , receiveth  blessing  from  God . But 
that  which  bringeth  forth  thorns  and  briars , is  rejected 
and  very  near  to  a curse , whose  end  is  to  be  burnt .— 
(Heb.  6.  &c.) 


Christ  grows  in  Jlge  and  Wisdom, 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom 
and  age , and  grace  with  God  and  men . (Luk.  2.  52.) 
Christ,  from  the  first  moment  of  his  conception,  possessed 
the  plenitude  of  all  wisdom,  grace  and  virtue,  but  in  out« 
ward  appearance  he  seemed  to  increase  in  them,  thus 
accommodating  his  words  and  actions  to  his  age.  Hence 
you  ought  tp  infer,  that  it  is  your  duty  to  accommodate 
yourself  to  the  times,  places,  and  situations  you  are  in, 
and  particularly  to  make  continual  progress  in  virtue.— 
For  not  to  advance,  is  to  go  back ; there  is  nothing  sta- 
tionary in  the  way  of  virtue. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  There  are  different  maimers  of 
failing,  or  of  making  progress  in  virtue.  Some,  after  they 
have  begun  well,  fail  in  constancy,  and  resume  their  for- 
mer course  of  life.  These  our  Lord  condemns,  when  he 
says,  No  man  putting  his  hand  to  the  plough , and  look - 
ing  back , is  Jit  for  the  kingdom  qf  God . (Luk.  9.  62.) 
He  tells  us  to  remember  Lot’s  wife,  who  was  turned 
into  a pillar  of  salt,  as  a warning  to  others,  not  to  cafct  a 
lingering  look  back  again,  on  the  sinful  object,  which  they 
have  left. 
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-III.  Consider,  3d.  Others  in  the  progress  of  virtue, 
grow  remiss  and  tepid  in  the  use  of  those  means,  which 
are  calculated  to  increase  their  fervour,  and  are  there- 
fore. in  danger  of  foiling.  To  these  Christ  addresse* 
himself  in  the  Apocalypse:  This  I have  against  thee, 

that  thou  hast  left  thy  first  charity . (Apoc.  2.  4.) 
Others,  again,  begin  and  advance  with  a slow  pace,  and 
although  there  appear  no  great  outward  defect,  there 
is  generally  a real  internal  decay.  There  are  others, 
finally,  who  begin  well  and  advance,  cheerfully  arid  in 
their  hearts  have  disposed  to  ascend , (Vid.  Ps.  83.  6.) 
from  virtue  to  virtue.  Examine  in  which  of  these  clas- 
classes  you  have  ranked  yourself,  or  in  which  you  would 
wish  to  be  placed;  The  last  is  the  only  one  in  which 
you  can  find  security  and  safety. 


Christ  grows  in  Jigs  and  Wisdom. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and 
age , and  grace  with  God  and  men . (Ubi.  Sup.)  We 
must  also  do  this,  both  before  God  and  men,  and  avoid 
common  extremes.  The  only  care  of  many,  is  to  an- 
pear  wise  and  virtuous  before  men;  they  disregard 
real  virtue,  and  care  not  for  the  sight  of  God,  nor 
the  wounds  of  their  consciences.  Such  was  the  conduct 
of  the  Pharasees,  of  whom  Christ  says,  they  disfigure 
their  faces , that  they  may  appear  to  men  to  fast , Amen 
I say  to  you  they  have  received  their  reward.  (Mat. 
£.  16.)  Examine  whether  this  be  not  die  motive  of 
some  of  your  actions  at  least.  Do  you  not  even  some* 
times  frequent  the  sacraments,  or  hear  mass  from 
mere  human  respects,  and  to  avoid  the  imputation  of 
being  indevout?  Correct  every  fault  on  this  subject,  and 
act  with  purity  of  intention. 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  There  are  others  who,  on  the  con- 
trary, pay  no  regard  to  the  edification  of  their  neighbours, 
but  in  all  their  actions  are  guided  by  the  principles  of  an 
indiscreet  fervour.  Their  conduct  is  pregnant  with  mis- 

* chief;  they  have  a zeal  of  God , says  the  apostle,  but 
not  according  to  knowledge . (Rom.  10.  2.)  Hence  he 
exhorts  persons  of  this  character,  to  provide  thing s good , 
not  only  in  the  sight  of  God , but  also  in  the  sight  of  all 
men.  (Ib.  12.  17.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  third  class  are  actuated,  as 
they  should  be,  by  both  principles,  and  in  this  follow 
the  example  of  their  Lord  and  master,  who  exhorts  all, 
Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men , that  they  may  see 
your  good  works  and  glorify  your  Father , who  is  in 
heaven . (Mat.  5.  16.)  Examine  each  one  of  your  ac- 
tions in  particular,  and  see  what  actions  you  perform 
merely  to  please  men,  and  what  again  to  please  God 
alone,  even  with  the  disedification  of  others,  and  their 
spiritual  disadvantage;  and  form  a well  founded  resolu- 
tion of  pleasing  God  by  a pure  intention,  and  of  edifying 
others,  by  good  example. 


Of  the  Necessity  of  advancing  in  Virtue . 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  All  the  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ 
ought  to  make  continual  progress  in  virtue.  Not  to  ad- 
vance in  the  way  of  virtue,  is  to  recede,  as  all  the  saints 
teach  us.  As  a boat  in  the  swift  current  of  a river*  will 
infallibly  be  carried  down  the  stream,  unless  continually 
propelled  by  oars,  so,  unless  you  continually  struggle 
against  the  impetuous  current  of  a vitiated  nature,  you 
will  certainly  be  carried  along  with  it.  St  Bernard  just- 
ly observes,  not  to  gain  ground , is  to  lose  it , (Ep.  3.  41.) 
and  hence  you  will  ultimately  fall  again  into  the  hands 
of  your  enemies,  whom  you  wished  to  escape,  if  you  do 
not  continually  advance. 
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H.  Consider,  2d.  The  second  motive  for  continually 
advancing  in  virtue  is,  because  such  is  the  will  of  God, 
who  wishes  that  we  should  be  pure  and  holy  in  his  di- 
vine sight  Be  ye  therefore  perfect , says  Chnst,  as  als o 
your  heavenly  Father  i*  perfect.  v (Mat  5.  48.)  No 
one  can  be  perfect  or  eminent  in  any  thing  on  8 sudden, 
but  by  degrees  he  must  attain  it  Hence  at  once  the 
necessity  of  continual  progress. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  third  reason  is,  because 
such  ought  to  be  the  conduct  of  a true  disciple  of  Christ. 
The  scholar,  that  make*  progress,  says  the  eloquent  St 
Bernard,  is  a glory  to  hi * master , whoever  therefore 
fail*  to  make  progress  in  the  school  qf  Christ , is  un- 
worthy to  have  him  for  his  master . How  shameful 
would  it  be,  to  have  studied  seven  years  philosophy  and 
theology  and  to  have  made  no  progress,  but  to  end  as 
we  began!  How  much  mpre  ought  you  to  blush,  if  you 
have  become  more  remiss  in  prayer,  more  given  to  dis- 
tractions, a greater  lover  of  yourself,  your  own  ease  and 
pleasure,  than  when  you  first  entered  the  school  of  vir- 
tue! Endeavour  therefore  continually  to  advance  in  the 
glorious  and  honourable  career  of  perfection. 


On  the  Necessity  of  advancing  in  Tiring. 

PART  8ROOMS. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  many  evils,  which  result  from 
n neglect  of  improving  in  virtue.  This  neglect  provokes 
the  anger  of  God;  and,  therefore,  he  says  to  the  bishop 
of  Ephesus,  in  the  Apocalypse,  Be  mindful  from  whence 
thou  art  fallen,  and  do  penance,  and  do  the  first  works: 
or  else  I come  to  thee  and  remove  thy  candlestick  out  qf 
its  place . (2.  5.)  God  may  have  designed  you  also  to 
give  light  to  many;  take  care,  then,  that  he  do  not  meye 
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you  from  your  place,  in  consequence  of  your  tepidity 
and  indevotion. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  neglect  deprives  us  of  many 
great  spiritual  advantages  and  rewards.  The  slothful 
hand  hath  wrought  poverty,  says  the  wise  man.  (Prov. 
10. 4.)  OJi ! what  glory  should  we  purchase  in  heaven, 
were  we  always  intent  on  our  spiritual  profit,  and  care- 
ful to  seize  every  occasion  of  exercismg  virtue.  Ob- 
serve what  care  worldly  men  take  to  amass  wealth  and 
increase  their  fortunes,  which,  however,  they  are  soon 
to  leave ; and  blush  at  your  own  neglect  in  amassing 
everlasting  treasures,  winch  God  freely  offers  you. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  neglect  exposes  man  to 
final  ruin ; for  it  was  said  of  the  servant,  who  neglected 
to  employ  his  talent  in  the  service  and  to  the  .advantage 
of  his  master : take  ye  away,  therefore , the  talent  from 
him,  and  the  unprofitable  servant  cast  ye  out  into  ex - 
terior  darkness . ^Mat  25.  28.)  Excite  yourself  there- 
fore, to  persevere  in  the  way  of  virtue  with  cheerfulness. 
Examine  upon  what  occasions  you  are  accustomed  to 
lose  courage,  and  resolve  to  go  forward  with  renovated 
spirit.  Christ  is  your  commander,  and  your  reward  ex- 
ceeding great. 


On  {he  Life  of  Christ  from  the  twelfth  to  the 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age • 

FART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  There  is  nothing  said  in  the  gospel 
regarding  the  life  of  Christ,  from  his  twelfth  to  his  thir- 
tieth year,  but  simply  that  he  was  obedient  to  his  parents, 
and  increased  in  wisdom  and  age  and  grace,  before  God 
and  men.  This  silence  is  most  instructive  to  us;  if 
tenches  ns  the  great  and  paramount  necessity  of  the 
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virtue  of  obedience  and  continual  advancement  in  vir- 
tue. Esteem  these  virtues,  then,  and  make  them  the 
constant  study  of  your  life. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  It  seems  certain,  that  Christ  spent 

a great  part  of  this  time  in  high  contemplation  and  con- 
versation with  his  heavenly  Father;  for  he  who  could  af- 
terward say  to  Martha,  that  her  sister  Mary  had  cho- 
sen the  better  part,  because  she  loved  the  exercise  of 
contemplation,  must  have  practised  it  himself  most  per- 
fectly. If  David  firaised  the  Lord  seven  times  a day , 
and  at  midnight  rose  to  confess  to  him,  (vid.  Ps.  108. 
164.)  with  how  much  more  reason  may  we  suppose 
that.  Christ  did  ? Learn,  therefore,  to  become  a man  of- 
prayer,  and  an  interior  man,  both  for  your  own  sake  and 
your  neighbour’s  good,  and  that  the  frequent  exercise  of 
prayer  is  the  first,  and  the  most  important  duty  of  a 
Christian.  r 

III.  Consider,  3d.  During  the  whole  of  this1  time  our 
Lord  concealed  his  superior  knowledge  from  the  world; 
he  was  considered  as  unlettered  by  all,  and  hence  after- 
wards, The  Jews  wondered , saying,  how  doth  thio  man 
know  letters , hawing*  never  learned  ? (John,  7.  15.) 
They  even  said,  he  is  become  mad,  (Mark,  3.  21.)  be- 
cause he  spoke  hr  so  wonderful  a manner,  and  perform- 
ed such  surprising  actions.  Love,  then,  to  be  unknown, 
and  inconsiderable.  Believe  me,  he  has  lived * well,  who 
has  concealed  himself, (Ovid.)  Be  not  too  forward  in  dis- 
playing your  knowledge,  although  you  may  know  more 
than  others  do.  Let  not  the  wise  man  glory  in  his  wis± 
dom , and  let  not  the.  strong  man  glory  in  his  strength  : 
and  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  his  riches  ; but  let  him 
who  glorieth,  glory  jn  this , that  he  understatydeth  and 
knoweth  me,  (Jer.  9*  23.)  says  the  Lord.  • 
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On  the  Life  of  Christ,  from  the  twelfth  to  the 
thirtieth  year  of  his  age. 

PART  SECOND* 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  As  to  his  exterior  occupation,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  Christ  was  employed  in  the  occupation  of  his 
reputed  father,  according  to  the  inquiry  of  the  Jews,  is 
not  this  the  carpenter  the  son  of  Mary  ? (Mark,  6.  3.) 
Represent  to  yourself  the  eternal  Son  of  God  engaged 
in  the  lowly  employment,  and  meditate  in  silent  admira- 
tion on  this  divine  scene  of  humility.  Is  this  a fit  em- 
ployment for  jthe  Ix>rd  of  glory  ? Truly,  his  work 
is  strange  to  him!  (Is.  28.  21.)  Consider  why,  and 
for  whom,  all  this  is  done. 

II.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  employed  himself  thus,  out 
of  pure  humility ; for  he  who  had  assumed  all  the  mise- 
ries of  human  nature,  and  had  submitted  to  the  general 
sentence  of  death  pronounced  on  all  mankind,  submit- 
ted also  to  the  necessity  of  labour,— in  the  sweat  qf  thy 
face , thou  shalt  eat  bread . (Gen.  3.  19.)  Christ  had 
this  object  also  in  view,  viz : To  teach  us  to  avoid  idle- 
ness, as  the  source  and  origin  of  every  mischief.  Imi- 
tate him,  then,  and  remember  that  idleness  hath  taught 
much  evil . ^Eccli.  33.  29.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  singular  advantages,  the 
blessed  Virgin  derived  from  this  long  and  familiar  con- 
versation with  her  God.  Imagine  what  divine  enter- 
tainment it  was  for  her  to  discourse  with  her  son,  on  God 
and  heaven.*  Figure  to  yourself  the  amazement  of  the 
holy  Virgin,  when  she  beholds  him  employed  in  all  the 
menial  services  of  domestic  life.  She  might  well  exclaim, 
O the  depth  qf  the  riches , qf  the  wisdom , and  qf  the  know - 
ledge  qf  Ood  ! (Rom.  11.  33.)  Reflect  on  each  parti- 
cular uid  draw  principles  for  your  own  conduct.* 

• If  there  be  six  weeks  between  the  Epiphany  and  Sexage- 
sima  8unday,  make  now  the  meditations  of  the  twenty-fourth 
week  after  Pentecost,  which  that  year  will  of  course  be  omitted: 
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Oitert Hftiews  vsnesnring  the  Meditet i&ns  on 
the  Passion  of  Christ. 

The  church  in  her  liturgy,  omits  the  usual  Alleluias 
and  expressions  of  joy,  from  Septuagesima  Sunday  .Until 
she  commemorates  die  resurrection  of  Christ.  This 
she'ftoes  to  express  her  concern  and  grief  fbr  her  suffer- 
ing spouse.  The  Sunday  is  called  Septuagesima,  be- 
cause if  commences  the  seventh  week  before  passion 
Sunday  Hence  it  seems  proper,  that  we  Should  begin 
to  meditate  oh  the  passion  erf  our  Lord.  During  the 
meditations  on  this  subject,  many  affections  may  be  en- 
tertained and  expressed  in  the  colloquies,  which  may  be 
seen  at  the  end  of  the  dissertation  on  mental  prayer,  but 
spiritual  writers  remark  seven  affections,  which  pecu- 
liarly correspond  to  the  subject.  It  has  been  thought 
proper  briefly  to  mention  them  in  this  place,  rather  than 
in  the  body  of  the  meditations. 

I.  Admire  in  each  mystery  the  dignity  of  the  per- 
son, who  suffers,  and  the  intensity  of  the  torments,  to 
which  he  freely  subjects  himself.  Who  is  this,  who 
cometh  from  Edom , with  died  garments  from  Bosraf 
Why  then  is  thy  afifiarel  red , and  thy  garment  like 
theirs,  who  tread  in  the  wine  firess.  (Is.  63.  1.  and  2.) 

II.  Condole  with  him,  as  children  do  with  their  pa- 

rents, when  in  distress  or  affliction,  as  brothers  do  with 
each  other,  and  spouses  for  the  objects  of  their  affection. 
My  son  Absolom , Absolom  my  son , would  to  God,  that 
I might  die  for  thee , Absolom  my  son,  my  son  Absolom . 
(2.  King,  18.  33.)  * 

III.  Be  confounded  at  your  ingratitude  and  grieve  for 
your  sins,  which  were  the  causes  of  his  sufferings.  If 
these  sins  drew  blood  from  Christ,  they  should  sufely 
draw  tears  from  you.  I know  my  iniquity  and  my  sin  is 
always  before  me . (Ps.  50.  5.) 

IV.  Love  him,  who  has  showedf  such  love  for  you, 
and  suffered  so  much  for  your  sake.  Lord,  says  St. 
Ambrose,  I owe  more  to  your  injuries  for  my  redemfa 
/ion,  than  to  your  works  for  my  creation . (Lib.  )•  fn 
Luc.) 

N 2 


Digitized  by  Google 


ISO  PASSION  OF  CHRIST. 

V.  Hope  for  and  promise  yourself  all  the  good,  that 
your  heart  can  wish;  for  he  who  spared  not  even  hi s own 
Son , ha*  he  not  aUo  with  him,  given  us  all  things . 
(Rom.  8.  32.) 

VI.  Thank  him  for  having  suffered  so  much  for  you; 
for  the  best  mean s qf  fireserving  a benefit,  is  a faithful 
recollection  qf  it , and  a constant  prqfession  qf  grati - 
tude.  (St  Chrishom.  26.  in  Mat) 

VII.  Imitate  your  Lord  and  leader  in  suffering  re- 
proaches and  injuries.  He  has  suffered  so  much  for 
you,  and  what  return  have  you  made,  what  return  will 
you  make?  Christ  suffered  for  us,  leaving  you  an  ex - 
atoi/ilC)  that  you  should  follow  his  steps.  (1.  Pet  2.  21.) 
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On  Half  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  die  Master  of  the  vineyard  of  your 
soul. 

• 4 # 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Let  my  Moved  come  into  his  garden  and  eat  the  fruit  (Cam 

v.l] 


I.  Consider,  1st.  Your  soul,  and  the  soul  of  every 

rational  creature  is  a particular  vineyard,  belonging  to 
the  great  Master  qf  the  family,  who  is  the  subject  of 
the  gospel  of  this  day.  Feel  convinced,  that,  to-day  he 
will  tome  to  examine  his  vineyard  in  you,  and*  to  gather 
fruit  from  it  Hear  him  say,  with  the  spouse  in  the 
canticle:  Let  us  get  up  early  to  the  vineyard , let  us 

see  if  the  vineyard  flourish , \f  the  floaters  be  ready  to 
bring  forth  fruits.  (7.  12.) 

II.  Considered.  This  divine  master  of  the  family  has 
omitted  nothing  on  his  part,  which  might  conduce,  to 
render  you  a fertile  vineyard.  I planted  thee , he  says 
by  his  prophet,  a chosen  vineyard , all  true  seed.  (Jer. 
£.  21.)  He  1 las  sown  in  your  soul,  much  seed  of  true 
end  real  piety,  he  has  guarded  this  seed  by  the  inclosure 
of  salutary  laws,  he  has  given  you  his  sacraments,  as 
channels  to  convey  to  your  soul  the  fertilizing  moisture 
of  his  grace.  He  has  omitted  nothing,  which  could  be 
beneficial  to  you*  What  U there , he  says,  that  I ought 
to  do  more  to  my  vineyard , that  I have  not  done  to  it ? 
Take  care,  then,  that  you  yield  him  proper  fruit;  beware 
lest  the  following  part  of  the  passage  be  applicable  to 
you:  1 looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes,  and  it 
hafh  brought  forth  astid  grapes . (Is.  5.  4.)  If  this  be 
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the  case9  you  have  reason  to  fear  the  threat,  which  hangs 
over  you:  And  now  I will  show  you , what  I will  do  to 
my  vinzybtd>  J willtake  away  the  hedge  thereof,  and  it 
shall  be  wasted , it  shall  not  be  firuned,  and  it  shall  not 
be  digged , but  briers  and  thorns  shall  come  ufi9  and  I 
will  command  the  clouds  to  let  Jail  no  rain  ufion  it . 
(UbL  Sup.)  M^dhftte  on<thd  ra&feituutl,  that  all  these 
evils  would  entiul  upon  you,  and  resolve  to  avert  them. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  ^Jofeingr  o^ght  to  he  waiting  to 
convince  you,  that  it  is  your  duty  to  prepare  for  his  visit. 
Prune  away  all  superfluities  by  salutary  mortification. 
Discover  the  nature  of  . the  soil  of  your  soul,  by  a tho- 
rough self-knowledge.  Destroy  the  briers  and.  growing 
weeds  of  passion,  a#  lot  the  tears  of  compunction  ferti- 
lize the  aridity  of  your  soul.  In  fine,  let  your  vineyard 
be  before  you,  aud  it  will  bring  forth  its  fruits  in  due 
season.  (Cant  >8.  is.  and  Ps.  1.  3.) 


Ckrigt  itoritts  all  to  contemplate  Ms  Patmon. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Christ  wiA  good  reason  complains, 
that  after  having  suffered  So  much  for  men,  he  stiU  finds 
them  ungrateful  and  forgetful.  I looked  for  one,  he 
might  truly  have  said,  during  has  passhm,  who  would 
grieve  together  with  me, hut  there  was  nonef  and/or  one, 
who  would  esmfort  me,  mod  I found  none.  (Ps,  fir. 
21.)  The  just  fitrisheth,  and  no  man  layeth  it  to  heart * 
(Is.  57.  1.)  Meditate  on  this  pitiless  stale  of  your  Jesus; 
tell  him,  mat  you  win  not  leave  him  alone,  that  you  wtt 
sympathise  with  him,  and  this  the  just  one  shall  net 
perish,  without,  year  hotieeand  condolence. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Wecan  tkr  nothing  more  pleasing 
to  our.  Redeemer,  than  to  feeditate  frequently  on  Ida  pee; 
aion.  He  invites  all  taapidrid  to  tori  holy  exercise  by 
fee  mouth  of  hit  prophet:  X) dilye  that  fiass  by  the  teey, 
attend  a%d  $cey1f  4h{re<htjsn y eorrotr,  Hketomy  ear* 
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rote  (Lam.  Jer.  1.  12.)  He  calls  the  attention  of  all 
mankind  to  his  sufferings,  by  the  same  prophet:  Remem- 
ber my  poverty , he  says,  the  wormwood  and  the  gall , 
(3.  19.)  Reflect  and  apply  the  case  to  yourself;  if  you 
had  suffered  any  serious  loss  in  your  property  or  person 
in  the  defence  of  your  friend,  would  you  not  justly  ex- 
pect, that  he  should  ever  be  grateful  for  your  friendly 
kindness?  How  much  more  has  Christ  suffered  for  you? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Present  yourself  before  Christ 
as  an  attentive  spectator  of  his  sufferings,  and  promise 
to  meditate  on  them  with  feelings  of  gratitude.  Say 
with  the  prophet,  I will  be  mindful  and  remember}  and 
my  soul  shall  languish  within  me;  these  things  I shall 
think  on  in  my  heart , therefore  will  I hofie . (Lam. 
Jer.  3.  20.)  And  if  you  contemplate  his  passion,  you 
x win  have  good  reason  to  hope:  for  he  suffered,  in  order 
that  he  might  be  able  to  present  himself  as  our  advocate 
before  his  Father,  and  allege  his  own  sufferings  in  our 
behalf.  He  pardoned  the  thief,  on  the  cross,  and  gave 
him  admission  into  paradise. 


On  Christ’s  Passion  in  general . 

Who  suffers? 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  He  who  suffers,  is  the  immaculate 
lamb  of  God,  who  did  no  sin , neither  was  guile  found 
in  his  mouth . (1.  Pet.  2.  22.)  He  was  the  holy  of  ho- 
lies, possessed  of  the  divine  spirit,  beyond  measure,  the 
perfect  form  and  image  of  his  Father.  His  crucifiers 
confessed  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  and  their  judge  had 
already  pronounced  him  innocent. 

II.  Considered.  He  who  suffered  had  already  devoted 
his  whole  life  to  the  good  of  others;  he  had  gone  about 
doing  good  and  healing  all , who  were  oppressed  by  the 
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devil . (Act.  10.  38.)  He,  therefore,  not  only  suffered 
without  deserving  these  sufferings,  but  on  the  contrary 
he  merited  every  kind  of  honour,  respect  and  veneration. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  He  who  suffered,  was  the  great 
lover  of  mankind.  He  had  made  himself  our  Redeemer, 
pastor,  physician  and  brother.  If  the  son  ought  to  feel 
sensibly  the  sufferings  of  his  father,  and  the  spouse  to 
condole  with  her  spouse  in  his  afflictions,  how  much 
more  reason  have  you  to  compassionate  Jesus  Christ,  in 
the  sufferings,  which  he  has  undergone  for  your  sake. 
There  is  no  character,  however  affectionate,  and  no  tide 
however  dear,  that  this  man-God  has  not  assumed  in 
your  regard.  Grieve  for  him  then,  and  if  you  cannot 
carry,  with  the  apostle,  the  marks  of  his  sufferings  on 
your  own  body,  bear  them  in  your  heart.  Resolve  to 
suffer  something  at  least,  for  his  sake. 


On  Christ’ $ Passion  in  general. 

What  does  suffer  ? 
WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  sufferings  of  Christ  were  va- 
rious and  numerous.  He  suffers  in  his  external  goods, 
for  he  is  stript  of  every  thing  that  he  had,  even  of  his  very 
clothes,  and  he  is  suspended  naked  on  the  cross,  in  the 
presence  of  all  the  Jews.  He  suffers  in  his  honour,  for 
every  species  of  reproach  is  thrown  upon  him.  His 
fame  suffers,  for  he  is  variously  traduced  and  calumniate 
ed ; he  is  represented  as  a Samaritan,  a man  possessed 
by  the  devil,  a glutton,  a lover  of  wine,  a blasphemer  and 
a seducer.  His  knowledge  is  insulted,  for  he  is  consi- 
dered as  a man  without  learning,  and  a madman.  His 
miracles  are  esteemed  as  so  many  impostures ; and  to 
crown  all,  he  is  totally  abandoned  by  his  friends. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  much  he  suffered  in  his  bo- 
dy. His  eyes  were  defiled  with  spittle,  and  filled  with  the 
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blood,  which  flowed  from  his  sacred  head,  and  tormented 
with  the  scornful  gestures,  which  they  were  obliged  to  be- 
hold. His  ears  were  wounded  with  repeated  blasphe- 
mies against  God,  and  most  unjust  accusations  brought 
against  himself.  His  taste  was  tormented  with  the  most 
violent  thirst,  and  then  with  vinegar  and  gall.  Lastly, 
his  sense  of  feeling  was  tortured,  in  every  part  of  his  sa- 
cred body,  by  thorns,  stripes,  and  nails,  so  that  it  might 
be  said  of  him  with  truth,  From  the  sole  of  the  foot  unto 
the  top,  of  the  head)  there  is  no  soundness  therein . (Is. 
1.6.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  suffered  also  most  severely 
in  his  mind.  His  agony  in  the  garden,  and  his  derelic- 
tion on  the  cross,  were  perhaps  the  severest  of  all  his 
pains;  add  to  those  his  foreknowledge  of  the  ingratitude 
of  mankind,  and  their  abuse  of  his  redemption.  Be 
ashamed  at  your  cowardice  in  suffering  and  your  impati- 
ence under  the  pressure  of  crosses.  Form  a resolution 
of  suffering  something  for  him,  who  has  suffered  so 
much  for  you. 


On  Christ’ 8 Passim  in  general. 

From  whom  does  he  suffer  ? 
THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  He  suffers  from  every  kind  and 
character  of  men,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  from 
the  sacred  and  the  profane.  He  is  dragged  about  the 
streets,  by  the  dregs  of  the  pleople ; he  is  forsaken  by 
his  friends ; he  is  accused  by  the  priests,  laughed  at  by 
the  soldiery,  condemned  by  the  council  of  the  high 
priest,  ignominiously  treated  in  the  court  of  the  governor, 
and  sentenced  to  death  at  the  tribunal  of  the  'president. 
Learn  from  hence  to  contemn  the  opinions  and  judg- 
ments of  the  world,  which  was  so  unjust  to  your  Saviour. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  suffered  from  those,  whom  he 
came  to  save,  on  whom  he  has  already  bestowed  most 
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singular  favours  during  his  private  and  public  life,  so 
that  he  might  truly  say,  they  have  hated  me  without 
cause.  (John,  15.  25.)  And  what  is  still  more,  he  suffer* 
ed  himself  to  be  betrayed  by  his  own  disciple,  to  give  us 
an  example  of  patience  in  the  failure  and  abandonment  | 
of  friends.  The  man  of  my  peace , in  whom  I trusted , who 
ate  my  bread . hath  greatly  supplanted  me . (Ps.  40.  10.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  he  was  left  exposed  to  the 
machinations  of  hell,  according  to  the  expression  of  St 
Luke:  this  is  your  hour  and  the  power  qf darkness.  (22. 
53.)  He  was  surrendered  to  the  power  of  Satan,  not  as 
holy  Job  was,  with  this  restriction,  But  yet  save  his 
life9  (Job,  2.  6.)  but  absolutely  and  even  to  death. 
Compassionate  your  Lord,  thus  forsaken  by  his  friends, 
and  left  to  the  mercy  of  his  most  cruel  enemies,  and  if 
at  any  time  it  should  be  your  fortune  to  experience  the 
insolence  of  men,  remember,  the  disciple  is  not  above  j 
his  master . (Mat.  10.  24.) 


On  Christ9 $ Passion  in  general. 

Foa  WHOM  BOSS  MB  SUFFBB  ? 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  did  not  suffer  for  himself, 
for  he  was  incapable  of  doing  any  thing,  that  deserved 
punishment,  but  he  suffered  in  order.to  reconcile  man* 
kind  to  his  eternal  Father,  and  to  open  to  them,  the  gates 
of  heaven.  He  suffered  in  every  manner,  because  in 
every  manner  men  had  offended  their  God,  and  be- 
cause his  object  was  to  apply  a remedy  to  every  vice* 

To  correct  our  covetousness,  he  chose  to  die  naked;  to 
reform  our  pride,  he  willingly  suffered  reproaches,  be  j 
opposed  hia  torments  to  our  luxury,  and  he  drank  vine- 
gar and  gall  to  atone  for  our  intemperance. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  suffered  in  a most  peculiar  | 
manner  for  his  enemies,  that  is,  for  all  sinners;  for  God 
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tommendeth  hi*  charity  toward*  us,  because  when  as 
yet  we  were  sinner*,  according  to  the  time , Christ  died 
for  u*,  and  when  we  were  enemies,  we  were  reconciled 
to  God , by  the  death  of  his  Son . (Rom.  5.  8.  10.)  And 
what  is  more,  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  expiring  on  the 
cross,  he  prayed  for  his  executioners,  that  he  might 
teach  us,  to  overcome  evil  by  good.  (Rom.  13.  31.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  suffered  for  all.  mankind  in 
general,  and  for  each  of  us  in  particular.  Apply  then 
his  sufferings  to  yourself,  and  make  them  your'  own. 
Render  yourself  capable  of  saying  with  St  Paul,  I live 
in  the  faith  of  the  Son  qf  God , who  loved  me,  and  deli- 
vered himself  for  me.  (Gal.  3.  20.)  Reflect,  what  re- 
turn you  can^  make  for  so  much  love;  what  shall  I ren- 
der to  the  Lord,  for  all  the  things,  that  he  hath  rendered 
to  me;  I will  take  the  chalice  of  salvation.  (Ps.  115.  3.) 
Take,  therefore,  the  chalice  of  his  passion,  and  drink  it 
up,  at  least  spiritually  by  contemplation;  this  is  the  re- 
turn, which  your  Saviour  expects,  and  of  which  he  W&1 
most  cordially  accept. 


On  Chritfs  Pttasion  in 

WlTtt  WHAT  ATPBCTIOK  DOBS.ff&SimiKI  l 

SATURDAY. 

I.  His  sufferings  were  prompted  by  a most  sincere 
love  for  us;  he  earnestly  wished  beforehand  for  the  hourt 
in  which  his  passion  would  commence:  I have  a baptism, 
he  says,  wherewith  l am  to  be  baptized  and  how  am  2 
straitened  until  it  be  accomplished . (Luk.  12.  50.) 

II.  His  sufferings  were  endured  with  the  most  pro- 
fuse liberality.  One  single  pain,  one  drop  of  blood  would 
have  atoned  for  the  crimes  of  a thousand  worlds,  in 
consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  sufferer,  but  Christ 
shed  all  his  blood.  With  him  there  is  plentiful  redemp- 
tion. (Ps.  129.  7.) 
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III.  He  suffered  with  the  greatest  meekness;  for, 

when  he  was  reviled , he  did  not  revile , when  he  suffer- 
ed, he  threatened  not , but  he  delivered  himself  to  him, 
who  judged  him  unjustly . (1.  Pet.  2.  23.)  And  the 

prophet  had  foretold,  that  he  shall  be  led  as  a sheep,  to 
the  slaughter . (Is.  53.  7.) 

IV.  He  suffered  with  an  insatiable  zeal  for  the  salva- 
tion of  mankind;  hence  he  exclaimed  on  the  cross,  I 
thirst . (John,  19.  28.) 

V.  In  his  sufferings,  he  was  perfectly  humble;  hence 
he  might  have  said  of  himself,  I am  a worm  and  no 
man , the  reproach  of  men , and  the  outcast  of  the  peo - 
pie.  (Ps.  21.  7.) 

VI.  He  exercised  the  virtue  of  poverty  during  the 
whole  of  his  passion,  and  he  ultimately  died  naked  on  the 
cross. 

VII.  His  patience  and  perseverance  were  uncon- 
querable, and  never  yielded  to  the  most  grievous  tor- 

. tures. 

VIII.  He  practised  the  virtue  of  obedience  in  its 
highest  degree,  during  his  sufferings.  He  was  obedient 
unto  death , even  the  death  of  the  cross.  (Phil.  2.8.)  He 
was  obedient  not  only  to  his  eternal  Father,  but  even  to 
his  cruel  executioners.  I have  given  my  body  to  the 
strikers,  he  says  of  himself  by  his  prophet,  and  my 
cheeks  to  those,  who  plucked' them;  I have  not  turned 
away  my  face  from  those , who  rebuked  me  and  spat 
upon  me.  (Is.  50.  6.)  Examine  minutely  this  perfect 
model  of  pattence  and  virtue,  and  go  and  do  thou  like - 
Wise. 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  seed  of  eternal  life. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I will  sow  her  unto  me  in  the  earth,  and  I will  have  mer^jr 
on  her,  who  was  without  mercy. — [Osee,  ii.  23  ] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  the 
day:  A sower  went  forth  to  sow  his  seed.  (Luk.  8.  5.) 
Christ  our  Lord,  is  both  the  sower  and  the  seed  itself.— 
He  intrusts  the  soil  of  our  stalls  with  his  own  precious 
body  and  blood.  He  wishes  this  divine  grain  to  yield  a 
harvest,  not  of  temporal  and  corruptible,  but,  of  eternal 
and  incorruptible  increase.  For  he  who  soweth  in  the 
spirit , shall  reap  l\fe  everlasting . (Galat.  3.  8.)  Ear- 
nestly wish  for  this  blessed  harvest  in  your  soul. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Although  this  divine  seed  be  in 
itself  most  fruitful,  it  requires,  nevertheless,  the  concur- 
rence of  a good  soil  to  produce  a harvest.  Hence,  if  it 
fall  on  the  high  way,  it  will  be  immediately  trampled 
down;  if  among  thorns,  it  will  be  choked  up.  Examine, 
then,  whether  your  soul  be  a proper  soil  for  this  seed; 
whether  it  be  trampled  upon  continually  by  distractions 
and  idle  thoughts;  and  whether  it  be  stony  and  full  of  the 
cares  and  occupations  of  this  life,  and  consequently  not 
susceptible  of  the  divine  influence  of  heavenly  grace.— 
If  this  be  unfortunately  your  case,  reform  your  state,  and 
render  yourself  capable  of  profiting  by  this  divine  seed. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  seed,  although  sown  in  a 
good  soil,  does  not  bring  forth  fruit  except  in  patience. 
(Luk.  8.  15.)  Learn,  therefore,  to  persevere  with  pa- 
tience, in  expectation  of  the  effect*  Do  not  desist  from 
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cultivating  the  soil  of  your  soul,  because  perhaps  you  do 
not  immediately  discover  the  fruit,  which  you  desire  to 
reap.  Behold , says  St.  James,  the  husbandman  waiteth 
for  the  precious  fruit  qf  the  earthy  patiently  bearing 
till  he  receive  the  early  and  the  latter  rain . (5.  7.)  Act 
in  the  same  manner,  and  the  divine  seed  will  not  be  sown 
in  your  soul  in  vain. 


Christ  foretells  his  Passion  to  his  Disciples. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Beholdy  we  go  up  to  Jerusalem.— 
(Mat.  20.  18.)  The  time  had  now  arrived,  in  which 
Christ  had  decreed  from  all  eternity  to  suffer  for  the  re- 
demption of  the  world;  he  therefore  went  up  to  Jerusa- 
lem with  great  cheerfulness  and  speed:  for  he  went  be - 
fore  thcmy  and  they  were  astonishedy  and  following 
were  qfraid . (Mark,  10.  32.)  Thus  did  he  hasten  to 
death,  carried  along  by  the  force  of  his  love  for  us.  You, 
on  the  contrary,  are  tardy  in  suffering  any  thing  for 
Christ.  He  also  went  before,  to  teach  you,  to  show  by 
example,  what  you  would  wish  to  teach  by  words. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  revealed  his  approaching  pas- 
sion to  his  disciples : And  the  Son  qf  man  shall  be  be - 

trayed  to  the  chief  priests  and  to  the  scribes . (Mat.  sup.) 
He  had  communicated  to  them  this  knowledge  before, 
but  not  so  explicitly.  He  made  frequent  mention  of  his 
passion,  though  so  terrible  in  itself,  because  he  always 
bore  it  in  his  mind;  and  even  amidst  all  the  glories  of  his 
transfiguration,  he  treated  qf  his  decease > which  he  should 
accomplish  in  Jerusalem . (Luk.  9.  31.)  Endeavour, 
on  your  part,  to  entertain  a pious  and  feeling  recollection 
of  this  passion;  it  will  console  your  suffering  Saviour  and 
Induce  him  to  bestow  on  you  all  the  treasures  of  his  re- 
demption. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  they  understood  none  qf 
these  things . (Luk.  18.  34.)  The  apostles  were  as  yet 
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vorldly  men,  and  bent  upon  honours  and  preferments. 
There  was  a strife  among  them,  which  qf  them  should 
*eem  to  be  greater.  (Luke,  22. 24.)  They  consequently 
understood  nothing  of  the  mystery  of  the  cross,  or  of  the 
advantages  resulting  from  humility  and  patience  under 
reproach.  D ivest  yourself  of  all  undue  worldly  affec- 
tions, if  you  desire  to  comprehend  the  divine  secrets  of 
the  cross.  Ponder  the  severe  rebuke,  which  Christ 
gave  to  St.  Peter,  when  he  dissuaded  him  from  suffering 
the  ignominy  of  his  passion:  Get  thee  behind  me  satan^ 
thou  art  a scandal  unto  me , because  thou  savourest  not 
the  things  that  are  qf  God,  but  the  things  that  are  of 
men.  (Mat.  16. 23.)  Give  the  same  answer  to  self-love, 
when  it  attempts  to  dissuade  you  from  imitating  Christ* 


On  Christ’*  solemn  entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

PART  FIRST. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  our  Lord  approached  Jeru- 
salem, he  sent  two  of  his  disciples  to  bring  him  an  ass, 
on  which  he  intended  to  ride  into  the  city.  On  other 
occasions,  he  was  accustomed  to  walk  to  the  places,  in 
which  he  intended  to  preach;  but  on  this,  he  enters  Jeru- 
salem in  this  unusual  manner,  to  teach  mankind,  that 
poverty,  humility  and  meekness  are  the  proper  badges 
of  his  divine  royalty.  In  this  action,  Christ  literally  Ail- 
filled  the  prophecy  of  Zachary:  Rejoice  greatly , O 
daughter  of  Sion , shout  for  joy , 0 daughter  qf  Jerusa - 
lem,  behold  the  King  will  come  to  thee,  the  just  and 
Saviour ; he  is  floor  and  riding  upon  an  ass.  (9.  9.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  adopted  this  manner  of  enter- 
ing the  city,  to  show  us  with  what  alacrity  he  went  to 
suffer,  as  if  he  had  been  going  to  take  possession  of  a 
kingdom:  as  indeed  he  was,  according  to  the  expression 
of  the  hymn,  He  reigns  on  the  tree.  (Vex.  reg.)  He 
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wished  also  to  give  us  an  example  of  triumphing  in  the 
midst  of  reproaches  and  contempt.  His  love  for  us 
prompted  him  to  render  Ids  passion  as  severe  as  possi- 
ble, by  increasing  the  glory,  which  preceded  i t.~£cing 
exalted , as  the  prophet  said,  / am  humbled . (Ps.  87. 18.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  acclamations  of  the  people, 
Hosanna  to  the  sort  of  David.  (Mat.  21.  15.)  This 
expression  of  joy  and  respect  proceeded  from  the  poor 
and  lower  order  of  society,  and  not  from  the  rich,  from 
whom  the  mysteries  of  poverty  and  humility  are  often 
concealed.  But  mark  the  fickleness  of  the  human  heart: 
in  a few  days  their  cry  was  changed  into,  crucify  hint) 
crucify  him.  (Luke,  23.  21.)  The  favour  and  applause 
of  the  world  are  ever  of  this  nature.  How  foolish,  then, 
is  it  to  pursue  this  inconstant  shadow,  as  the  end  of  our 
existence.  Every  Christian  should  be  able  to  say,  with 
St.  Paul,  God  forbid^  that  I should  glory , but  in  the 
Cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus  * Christ . (Gal.  6.  14*) 


On  Christ’ s solemn  entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

PAST  SECOND. 

WEDNESDAY. 

:I.  Consider,  1st.  In  the  midst  of  his  triumph,  as  he 
approached  the  city,  Christ  shed  tears  over  it.  By  this 
act,  he  convinces  us,  that  he  was  not,  and  therefore  that 
we  ought  not  to  be,  transported  with  the  honours,  which 
We  may  receive.  If  riches  or  honours  abound , set  not 
your  heart  upon  them . (Ps.  61.  11.)  His  charity 
prompted  his  tears  to  flow  for  the  blind  stubbornness  of 
the  Jews,  which  he  foreknew  would  prove  their  ruin.— 
He  gave  us  an  example,  too,  of  weeping  in  this  vale  of 
tears.  We  read  of  him,  that  he  wept  several  times;  but 
the  scripture  no  where  says,  that  he  laughed.  JBksstd 
are  those  who  inotfm , (Mat.  5.  5.) 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  The  words  of  Christ  addressed  to 
the  city:  Jf  thou  also  hadst  known,  and  that  in  this  thy 
day , the  things  that  are  for  thy  peace,  (Luke,  19.  42.) 
then  thou  also  wouldst  weep:  For  the  days  shalbcome 
upon  thee , and  thy  enemies  shall  cast  a trench  round 
about  thee . Consider  these  words  as  addressed  to  your- 
self. If  you  knew  the  things  that  are  for  your  peace,  if 
you  foresaw  what  temptations  would  assail  you,  what 
crimes  you  would  commit,  and  into  what  misery  and 
misfortunes  you  would  afterwards  fall,  you  also  would 
shed  tears,  and  spend  the  present  time  more  profitably. 
Begin  to  do  so,  therefore,  and  fortify  yourself  in  such  a 
manner,  that  you  may  not  afterwards  be  overcome  by 
your  spiritual  enemies. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  assigns  this  to  be  die  cause 
of  the  city’s  ruin:  Because  thou  hast  not  known  the  time 
<f  thy  visitation . (Luke,  19.  44.)  Of  how  great  im- 
portance is  it,  that  you  should  know  when  Christ  visits 
you  by  his  holy  inspirations,  good  books,  sermons,  and 
instructions!  Endeavour,  therefore,  to  know  the  time 
• of  your  visitation.  To-day,  if  you  should  hear  his  voice , 
harden  not  your  hearts , (Ps.  94.  8.)  but  follow  the  di- 
vine call.  Pray,  and  deplore  die  general  depravity  of 
mankind  and  your  own. 


Christ  is  mid  by  Judas  for  thirty  pieces  of 

silver. 

THURSDAY. 

‘I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  might  have  been  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  dje  Jews  by  various  ways,  but  for  his 
greater  ignominy  he  would  be  sold,  and  that  too  by  his  own 
disciple,  to  teach  you  to  bear  with  false  brethren,  and  to 
convince  you,  that  there  is  no  state  nor  plac^so  holy,  as 
to  exclude  the  danger  of  falling.  Christ  foreknew  that 
it  would  be  deemed  a foul  disgrace  to  his  apostolic 
school;  he  nevertheless  chose  Judas  for  an  apostle  for 
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our  instruction.  In  that  point,  observes  St.  Ambrose, 
he  chose  rather  to  have  his  judgment  called  in  question 
by  us,  than  his0  affection  for  us.  (Ambrose,  1.  5.  in 
Luk.  c.  6.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  To  what  excess  of  crime  does  the 
spirit  of  avarice  lead  its  votaries!  IVhat  will  ye  give  me, 
and  I will  deliver  him  unto  you P (Mat.  26.  14.)  Ponder 
who  it  is,  that  is  to  be  sold?  The  great  God  of  all  things. 
For  how  much?  For  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  for  which  a 
labouring  beast  could  hardly  have  been  procured.  So 
vilely  is  the  sovereign  of  the  world  undervalued!  By 
whom  is  he  sold?  By  his  own  disciple.  To  whom? 
To  his  mortal  and  sworn  enemies.  Compassionate  your 
insulted  Lord,  and  never  disdain  the  idea  of  being  treat* 
ed  below  your  deserts  or  quality. 

IIL  Consider,  3d.  How  often*  have  you  sold  the  same 
Lord  for  some  smaller  trifle,  some  transitory  pleasure, 
some  sinful  thought,  or  detracting  word.  Reflect  how 
many  do  the  same  repeatedly,  and  in  the  extremes  of 
folly  and  madness  renounce  their  God  like  Judas.  A 
fool  worketh  mischief,  as  it  were  for  sport,  (Prov.  10. 
23.)  says  Solomon.  Take  care  not  to  be  of  this  class, 
and  endeavour  to  appease  God’s  indignation  against  those 
who  are  in  this  number. 


On  the  Paschal  Lamb . 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  ate  the  paschal  lamb  with  his 
disciples,  the  day  before  he  suffered,  in  order  to  teach 
his  followers  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God,  in  every  cir- 
cumstance of  life.  He  therefore  sent  Peter  and  John  to 
procure  for  that  purpose,  a large  dining  room  furnish - 
ed.  (Mask,  14i  15.)  Such  ought  to  be  your  soul,  dilat- 
ed with  pure  charity,  and  furnished  with  all  the  orna- 
ments of  virtue,  as  often  as  you  receive  in  holy  commu- 
nion, the  Lamb  of  God,  who  takes  away  the  sins  of  the 
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world.  Ponder  the  words  of  the  Master,  addressed  to 
his  disciples:  With  desire  I have  desired  to  eat  this 
flasch  with  you  before  I suffer . (Luke,  22.  15.)  Ad* 
mire  the  excess  of  his  love  towards  us;  he  longed  for  the 
moment,  in  which  he  was  to  leave  us  his  precious  body 
and  blood,  and  to  suffer  and  die  for  us.  O that  you 
were  as  desirous  of  suffering  for  him! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  religiously  Christ  observed 
all  the  ceremonies  prescribed  by  the  law,  in  eating  the 
paschal  lamb.  In  each  of  these  ceremonies  he  reflected 
upon  himself  and  his  passion,  of  which  these  were  the 
prefigurative  representations.  Christ  our  flasch , says  the 
church,  is  immolated , for  he  is  the  true  lamb , who  takes 
away  the  sins  of  the  world . (Pref.  Pas.)  Imagine  you 
see  Christ  with  his  disciples  standing  at  the  table,  their 
reins  girt , with  shoes  on  their  feet , holding  staves  in 
their  hhnds9  eating  in  haste.  (Vid.  Ex.  12.  11.)  All 
this  was  expressive  of  the  vigour  of  mind  and  prompti- 
tude, with  which  he  suffered. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  Christ  beheld  the  paschal 
lamb  on  the  table,  in  the  state  prescribed  by  the  law,  he 
could  not  help  reflecting  how  he  was  soon  to  be  extend- 
ed on  the  cross,  after  having  been  scourged  and  variously 
tormented  by  the  malicious  Jews.  When  the  lamb  was 
cut  in  pieces,  without  breaking  any  of  its  bones,  he  saw 
pictured  before  him,  his  own  mangled  body,  and  the  dis- 
jointing of  his  bones,  though  none  of  them  were  to  be 
broken.  The  haste  with  which  the  Jews  were  com- 
manded to  eat  the  paschal  lamb,  prefigured  the  hasty  fury 
of  his  persecutors.  The  bitter  wild  lettuce  represented 
the  gall  to  his  mind,  and  the  bitter  chalice  of  his  passion, 
which  he  had  to  drink  to  the  very  dregs.  Great  must 
have  been  his  love  for  mankind,  when,  with  all  these 
presentiments  and  feelings,  he  could  still  persevere  in 
hastening  to  commence  his  passion. 
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Christ  washes  his  Disciples?  feet. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had  eaten  the  paschal 
lamb  with  his  disciples,  he  began  to  prepare  for  the 
greatest  act  of  kindness,  that  he  could  perform  for  man- 
kind. He  intended  to  leave  them  a perfect  memorial 
of  himself,  by  leaving  them  his  body  and  blood  for  the 
food  and  nourishment  of  their  souls.  Before  he  did 
this,  however,  he  gave  them  an  example  of  the  most 
perfect  humility,  by  washing  the  feet  of  his  disciples. — 
By  this  act  he  also  intended  to  show  mankind^  with 
what  purity  they  ought  to  approach  the  sacred  table.— 
Ponder  the  simple  words  of  the  scripture,  for  they  are 
full  of  unction:  Jesus^  knowing  that  his  hour  was  dome , 
that  he  should  pass  out  of  this  world  to  the  • Father , 
haifing  loved  his  own , who  were  in  the  worlds  he 
loved  them  to  the  end . And  when  sufifier  was  doney 
knowing  that  the  Father  had  given  him  all  things  into 
his  hands , and  that  he  came  from  God,  and  goeth  to 
God , he  riseth  from  sufifier , and  layeth  aside  his  gar - 
ments , and  having  taken  a towel , he  girded  himself. 
(Jno.  13.  1.  &c.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  After  that , he  fioureth  water  into 
a basing  and  began  to  wash  the  feet  of  the  disciples,  and 
to  wifie  them  with  the  towels  wherewith  he  was  girded .’ 
(John,  13.  5.)  Behold  the  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth 
washing  the  feet  of  poor  fishermen!  Well  might  St.  Pe- 
ter cry  out,  Lord,  dost  thou  wash  my  feet , thou  shalt 
never  wash  my  feet . Ponder  Christ’s  severe  disappro- 
bation of  this  disobedient  expression,  If  I wash  thee  not, 
thou  shalt  have  no  part  with  me.  Learn  from  hence, 
that  all  virtue  is  false,  that  is  in  opposition  to  obedience. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  washed  the  feet  of  Judas 
also,  and  no  doubt  with  tender  expressions  of  kindness,  in 
order  to  soften  his  hard  heart,  but  in  vain.  Learn  to  love 
your  enemies  and  endeavour  to  reconcile  them  to  your- 
self by  kind  offices.  Guard  also  against  the  misfortunes 
of  obduracy  of  heart.  The  wicked  man,  when  he  is  come 
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into  the  defith  of  sins , contemneth , but  ignominy  and  rr- 
proach  follow  him.  (Prov.  18.3.)  Ponder  the  wolds 
of  Christ  after  he  had  washed  his  disciples*  feet,  I have 
given  you  an  example , that  as  l have  done  to  you , so 
ye  do  also . (Sup.) 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  light  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Arise,  be  enlightened,  O Jerusalem,  for  thv  light  is  come, 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee;  for  the  Lord  shall 
arise  upon  thee.— [Is.  lx.  1.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Imagine  yourself  to  be  that  blind 
man,  who,  as  is  recorded  in  die  gospel  of  to-day,  sat 
by  the  road,  begging.  (Luk.  18.  35.)  You  are  spirit- 
ually blind  in  many  things,  since  you  are  not  able  to  dis- 
tinguish between  good  and  evil,  right  and  wrong,  real 
and  apparent  good.  You  are  also  unable  to  discover 
your  own  defects,  in  such  a manner,  that  you  may  justly 
say  With  royal  David,  My  iniquities  have  overtaken  me, 
and  I was  not  able  to  see . (Ps.  39.  13.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  a cheerless  and  disconsolate 
life  it  is,  to  be  in  continual  darkness,  without  corporeal 
light.  How  much  more  so  is  it,  to  dwell  in  spiritual 
darkness,  and  mental  blindness!  What  manner  qf  joy 
shall  be  to  me>  says  the  blind  Tobias,  who  sit  in  darkness 
and  see  not  the  light  of  heaven . (5.  T2.)  Reflect  upon 
yourself,  and  examine  if  you  see  the  clear  light  of  heaven, 
or  whether  you  are  not  satisfied  to  see  the  dim,  and  false, 
and  Aiding  light  of  the  earth  and  earthly  things.  Consider 
liow  dangerous  it  is  to  be  in  darkness;  for  he  that  walketh 
in  darkness , knoweth  not  whither  he  goeth , (Jno.  12. 35.) 
and  is  exposed  to  a thousand  unknown  dangers  and  falls* 
Learn  hence  sufficiently  to  esteem  the  benefit  of  divine 
light. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  our  Lord  is  the  sun  fg 
justice } (Mai.  4.  2.)  and  the  true  light , which  enlighten • 
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eth  every  man , Mar  cometh  into  this  world . (Jrto.  1.  9.) 
Entreat  him,  then,  when  he  visits  your  soul  to-day,  to  ' 
produce  in  it  the  usual  effects  of  light,  to  open  your  eyes 
to  your  own  defects,  to  enable  you  to  discover  real  from 
fictitious  good.  Take  care  you  do  not  close  your  eyes 
against  this  light,  by  putting  impediments  to  the  grace 
of  the  sacrament.  Holy  Job  says  of  sinners:  They  have 
been  rebellious  to  the  light,  they  have  not  known  his 
ways.  (24.  13.)  See  that  you  be  not  rebellious,  but 
dilate  your  heart  to  receive  the  influence  of  this  holy 
light;  say,  with  the  prophet,  Thou  lightest  my  lamp , O 
Lord;  0 my  Gody  enlighten  my  darkness . (Ps.  17.  29.) 


On  ike  Institution  of  the  Holy  Eucharist ± 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had  washed  the  disci- 
ples’ feet,  he  returned  to  the  table:  and,  intending  to  leave 
mankind  a singular  memorial  of  his  love  for  them,  took 
bread  into  his  holy  hands,  to  show  theta,  that  this  mano- 
rial was  the  gift  of  his  liberality.  Thou  openest  thy  hand , 
andifillest  with  thy  blessing  every  living  creature.  (P$. 
144.  16.)  Then  lifting  up  his  eyes -to  heaven,  to  show 
us  frofn  whence  this  bread  came;  he  gave  thanks  to  his 
eternal  Father,  for  so  great  a blessing  bestowed  upon 
his  followers,  by  his  means.  He  then  blessed  it,  and 
changed  h into  his  own  body.  Do  you  also  give  thanks 
to  the  eternal  Father,  for  being  made  a partaker  of  this 
same  divine  bread*  and  entreat  him,  that,  by  the  mefilns 
of  this  spiritual  food,  he  would  transform  you  into  another 
man. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  apostles  were  certainly  astern- 
ished,  when  they  learned,  that  Christ  intended  td  feed 
them  on  his  own  body  and  blood.  Their  minds  we#*, 
however,  illuminated  with  light  from  abote,  and'  |h£y 
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believed  every  thing+possible  to  God.  Learn  you  also 
to  captivate  your  understanding  to  the  obedience  of  faith. 
Observe  with  what  humility,  reverence,  and  devotion 
each  one  communicates.  Do  you  imitate  them,  when 
you  approach  the  same  table,  and  avoid  following  the 
example  of  Judas,  who  ate  and  drank  unworthily , eat- 
ing and  drinking  judgment  to  himself y and  not  discern- 
ing the  body  qf  the  Lord . (Vid.  1.  Cor.  1 1.  29.) 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  Do  this  for  a commemoration  qf 
me.  (Luk.  22.  19.)  Ponder  the  infinite  liberality  and 
eharity  of  Christ,  who  intending  that  this  divine  benefit, 
should  be  continued  through  all  ages,  by  these  words 
gave  power  to  the  apostles,  and  their  successors,  to  con- 
secrate his  precious  body  and  blood.  This  power  was 
never  granted  even  to  angels.  Reflect  what  a dignity  it 
is;  Respect  those,  whom  Christ  has  honoured,  so  highly, 
and  listen  with  obedience  to  those,  to  who^  voice  Christ 
himself  is  so  obedient  at  the  altar.  Be  ever  grateful  for 
this  divine  mystery,  and  always  prepare  yourself  well  to 
receive  it.  (Vid.  Mat.  26.  26.  and  Mark,  14.  22.  and 
Luk.  22.  19.) 


On  the  Institution  of  the  Holy  Eucharist. 

FART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  instituted  the  sacrament  of 
the  eucharist  immediately  before  his  passion,  to  show  his 
excess  of  love  towards  mankind,  by  preparing  for  them 
a heavenly  banquet,  even  at  the  very  time  when  they 
were  plotting  his  death.  By  this  institution  he  also  ms* 
nifested  the  desire,  which  he  had  of  always  remaining  with 
Vs,  even  corporally.  The  time  was  at  hand,  when  bp 
Was  tp  leave  this  worids  but  he  would  not  leave  it,  with- 
out leaving  us  himself  in  a peculiar  manner.  He  wish- 
ed, also*  by  this  institution,  to  leave  us  a memorial  of  hfo 
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passion  and  death,  as  well  as  a living  sacrifice,  (for  the 
virtue  of  the  ancient  sacrifices  ceased  at  his  death)  by 
which  the  fruit  of  his  passion  might  be  applied  to  us.  In 
fine;  he  instituted  this  sacrament,  as  his  last  will  and  tes- 
tament, by  which  he  bequeathed  himself  to  us. 

II.  Consider,' 2d.  He  instituted  the  sacrament,  under 
the  accidents  of  bread  and  wine,  in  order  that  he  might 
be  more  perfectly  united  to  us,  by  becoming  our  meat 
and  drink,  and  by  incorporating  himself  with  us.  Ano- 
ther motive  was  to  teach  us,  that  this  divine  food  ope- 
rates in  the  soul  those  effects,  which  ordinary  food  pro- 
duces in  the  body,  that  is,  it  nourishes,  preserves,  and 
•increases  our  spiritual  strength,  and  in  some  respect 
transforms  us  into  himself.  He  who  eateth  me,  the 
same  also  shatl  live  by  me,  (Jno.  6.  58.)  As  bread  is 
a mass  composed  of  many  grains,  and  wine  a liquid  pro- 
duced from  many  grapes,  so,  by  the  participation  of  this 
divine  sacrament,  the  hearts  of  the  faithful  are  made  one 
spirit.  Hence  the  reception  of  this  sacrament  is  properly 
called  communion,  or  an  union  of  many  among  them* 
•selves  and  with  Christ. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Although  under  each  of  the  sa- 
cramental forms,  the  entire  body  and  blood  of  Christ  are 
contained,  without  ahy  real  separation  of  one  from  the 
other,  yet  Christ  instituted  the  sacf* ament  under  both 
forms,  in  order  that  he  might  the  better  represent  his 
passion  and  death,  during  which,  his  blood  was  entirely 
drained  from  his  sacred  body.  Recollect  his  bloody 
sweat,  his  scourging  at  the  pillar,  his  being  crowned  with 
thorns,  nailed  to  the  cross,  and  pierced  with  the  spear. 
Think  what  return  you  can  make  for  so  much  love;  say 
with  David,  I will  take  the  chalice  of  salvation , by  grate- 
ful recollections  and  compassion,  and  J will  call  upm 
the  name  of  the  Lordt,  (Ps.  1 IS.  4j' 
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On  Christ’s  Sermon  after  Supper. 

PART  FIRST. 

ASH -WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had  distributed  his  bo* 
dy  and  blood  to  his  apostles,  he  addressed  to  them  that 
long  sermon,  which  is  recorded  in  the  gospel  of  St.  John. 
After  communion,  Christ  is  accustomed  to  treat  more  at 
large  with  the  pious  soul,  and  he  would  do  so  with  you, 
were  you  not  accustomed  to  leave  him  immediately,  or 
to  shut  your  ears  to  his  holy  inspirations.  In  this  sermon 
he  performed*  the  character,  1st.  of  a comforter,  by  alle- 
viating the  grief  of  bis  apostles,  in  consequence  of  his 
future  absence,  showing  them  how  expedient  it  was  for 
them,  that  he  should  leave  the*werld.  2dly.  He  acted 
the  part  of  a master,  by  teaching  them  what  he  wished 
them  to  observe.  3dly.  He  acted  as  an  intercessor  with 
his  heavenly  Father  in  our  behalf,  praying  him  to  pre- 
serve us.  Examine  how  you  observe  what  he  enjoins? 
and  be  thankful  for  the  lessons,  which  you  have  received 
from  him. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  our  master,  Christ  chiefly  in- 
sists on  our  love  of  his  Father  and  himself,  above ^11 
things.  As  the  Father  hath  loved  me,  I also  have  loved 
you . Remain  in  my  love . (John,  15.  9.)  Examine 
whether  you  love  him  , as  he  has  loved  you;  and  yet  there 
can  be  no  comparison  between  the  effects  of  these  affec- 
tions. His  love  for  you,  is  infinitely  beneficial  to  you; 
yours  for  him,  is  in  no  respect  profitable  to  him.  jfaot- 
withstanding  this,  out  of  pure  affection  for  you,  and  to 
gain  your  love,  he  has  given  you  his  own  precious  body 
and  blood,  and  even  his  life  on  the  cross,  for  your  re* 
demption.  Greater  love  than  this  no  man  hath.  (Jno. 
15.  13.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words  of  Christ:  If  ye  love 
me , keep,  my  commandments ; f any  one  love  me,  he  will 
keep,  my  word . (John,  14.  15.  23.)  The  performance 
of  action s9  says  St  Gregory,  is  the  proof  of  love.  (Greg- 
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Horn.  SO.)  * How  necessary  is  it  for  you,  if  you  really 
love  your  Saviour,  to  act  and  suffer  for  him.  Compas- 
sionate him,  at  least,  in  his  sufferings:  Offer  up  the  fast 
of  lent,  and  whatever  mortifying  consequences  may  fol- 
low it,  for  your  .past  sms,  and  in  union  with  his  puns  and 
torments. 


On  Christ's  Sermon  after  Supper . 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  having  enjoined  the  love  of 
God  above  all  things,  our  divine  Master  insists  on  the 
love  of  our  neighbour.  This  is  my  commandment , he 
emphatically  says,  that  ye  love  one  another , as  I have 
loved  yon.  (Jho.  1$.  12.)  * He  calls  this  a new  com - 
mandment , (lb.  13.  34.)  and  styles  it  his  own,  because 
it  is  peculiar  to  Christianity.  This  precept  was  new,  as 
to  the  manner  of  observing  it,  because  he  requires  that 
our  love  should  be  like  his,  extending  to  friend  and  foe, 
without  respect  to  merit  or  recompense,  and  even  with 
our  own  temporal  inconvenience.  By  this  shall  all  men 
know  that  ye  are  my  discifilcsy  he  says,  if  ye  have  lovp 
one  for  another.  (JnQ.  13.  35.)  Take  care  that  you  bf 
one  of  his  disciples,  and  respect  what  he  has  inculcated- 
in  such  weighty. terms. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  divine  teacher  commands  us 
also  to  practise  prayer.  Hitherto  you  have  not  asked, 
any  thing  in  my  name j ask , and  ye  shall  receive , tha$4 
your  joy  may  be  full.  (Jno.  16.  34.)  So  friendly  a % 
invitation  cannot  foil  to  ground  a great  confidence.  The 
poor  and  needy  are  invited,  and  even  pressed  to  receive 
benefits:  and  the  invitation  comes  from  a being,  who  % 
both  able  and  wilUngto  realize  hispmmi&e  We  have 
only  to  pray  in  a proper  manner,  that  is,  in  Christ’s  name, 
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for  such  things  as  regard  our  salvation,  and  with  per- 
severance. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  foretells,  that  it  will  he  the 
lot  of  all  those,  who  follow  him,  tp  suffer  persecution.— 
They  will  put  you  out  of  the  synagogue*;  yea , the  hour 
cometh , when  whosoever  killeth  youy  will  think  that  he 
doeth  a service  to  God . ( Jno.  1 6.  2.)  He  encouraged 
his  disciples  to  bear  all  these  patiently,  from  three  con- 
siderations. 1st.  The  servant  is  not  greater  than  his 
Lord;  \f  they  have  persecuted  mey  they  will  also  perse * 
cute  you . (Ib.  1 5. 20.)  2dly..  By  pronouncing  it  a sign 
of  predestination.  Because  ye  are  not  of  the  world , 
therefore  the  worfd  hateth  you.  (Ib.  15.  19.)  3dly.  By 
proposing  the  reward:  Your  sorrow  shall  he  turned  in* 
fo  joy.  (Ib.  16.  20.)  Offer  yourself  to  suffer  what  your 
Saviour  may  please  to  send  you* 


On  Christ’s  Prayer  in  the  Garden. 

FRIDAY.  • 

' I.  Consider,  1st.  And  when  they  had  sung  a hynwt 
they  went  out  to  mount  Olivet , (Mat.  26.  30.)  aver  the 
brook  Cedrony  where  there  was  a garden , (Jno.  18.  1.) 
in  order  that  where  human  nature  .fell  it  might  begin  to 
be  restored.  As  he  weint  along,  he  began  to  fear  and 
*o  be  heavy y (Mark,  14.  3.)  saying  to  his  three  disciples, 
my  soul  is  sorrowful  even  unto  death . (Mat.  sup.  v. 
34.)  The  griqf  which  he  felt,  was  equal  to  the  pains  of 
dying,  and  would  have  taken  away  his  life,  had  he  not 
reserved  it  for  other  torments.  Christ  might,  if  he  had 
thosen,  been  free  from  all  these  pains,  and  have  gone  to 
suffer  with  pleasure;-  because  the  beatific  vision,  which 
be  always  enjoyed,;  wah  capable  of  drowning  all  pain 
whatsoever.  But  hi  deprived  himself  of  its  influence, 
in  order  that  be  might  be  like  u a in  all  things,  and  give 
Often  example, whicWe  might  imitate  jn  our  suffering^ 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  When  he  was  come  to  the  place , he 
said  to  them,  Pray,  lest  ye  enter  into  temptation;  and 
he  f teas  withdrawn  away  from  them  a stone9*  cast,  and 
kneeling  down , he  prayed , Father , if  thou  wilt,  remove 
this  chalice  from  me  ! but , yet , nor  my  dwr  thine 
be  done.  T (Luke,  22.  40,  &c.)  Ponder  his  profound 
reverence  to  his  eternal  Father,  and  his  confidential  love 
expressed  in  the  word  Father.  Contemplate  his  perfect 
resignation,  in  the  words,  not  my  will , but  thine  be  done, 
and  his  perseverance  in  prayer  for  a whole  hour.— Co uld 
ye  not  watch  one  hour  with  me  ? (Mat.  26.  40.)  Learn 
hence  how  to  pray,  and  resign  yourself  to  the  divine  wilt 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ,  like  a good  shepherd  anx- 
ious for  his  flock,  even  in  the  midst  of  his  own  distress 
and  the  ardour  of  his  prayer,  visits  his  three  apostles.— 
He  found  them  asleep  the  first,  second  and  third  times. 
Immediately  after  communion,  they  were  so  full  of  fer- 
vour, as  to  offer  themselves  to  die  for  their  master;  but 
they  cannot  now  even  hold  up  their  heads  in  prayer. 
Examine  if  this  be  not  the  character  of  yourself.  The 
apostles  formerly  watched  all  night  for  their  own  interest, 
when  they  were  fishermen;  but  now,  when  the  interest  of 
their  souls  is  concerned,  and  when  they  Are  commanded 
to  watch,  they  cannot  refrain  from  sleep.  Beware  of 
doth,  tediousness  and  forgetfulness  in  spiritual  things; 
for,  as  St.  Augustine  observes,  the  sleep  if  the  soul  is  to 
forget  God.  (In  Ps.  62.) 


On  Christ’s  Bloody  Sweat. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had  found  his  disci- 
ples asleep,  and  had  left  them  to  continue  his  prayer,  there 
appeared  to  him  an  angel  from  heaven  strengthening 
him . (Luk.  23  43.)  'Good  God!  is  it  possible  that  the 
eternal  Sen  of  God,  should  borrow  comfort  from  Jits  crea- 


y Google 


176 


QUINQUAGESIMA 


tures  ? Observe  how  the  Father  of  lights,  at  last,  sends 
comforts  to  those,  who  persevere  in  prayer.  Ima- 
gine what  reasons  the  angel  might  use,  in  comforting  your 
agonizing  Saviour.  He  probably  represented  to  him  the 
necessity  of  his  passion  for  the  redemption  of  mankind, 
and  the  glory  that  would  redound  to  his  Father  and  himself 
All  this  Christ  understood  infinitely  better  than  the  angel, 
yet  he  did  not  refuse  the  proffer  of  consolation,  in  order 
to  teach  you  to  respect  the  advice  and  consolation  of  your 
inferiors. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  His  sweat  became  as  drops 
bloody  trickling  down  upon  the  ground . Imagine  you 
see  it  gush  from  every  pore  of  his  sacred  body,  and  beg 
of  him  to  bathe  your  soul  in  it.  Detest  your  tepidity  and 
coldness  in  prayer,  and  your  barrenness  in  devotion. 
Ponder  the  causes  of  so  supernatural  an  effect  1st 
The  lively  apprehension  of  all  his  future  torments,  as  if 
they  were  present.  3d.  His  perfect  foreknowledge  of 
the  sins,  that  would  be  committed,  and  of  the  general 
ingratitude  of  mankind,  for  whom  he  was  on  the  point  of 
suffering  so  much,  and  so  ineffectually.  Condole  with 
your  Saviour,  and  grieve  that  you  yourself  have  been  so 
great  a cause  of  his  pain  and  sufferings. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  being  in  an  agony , he  prayed 
the  longer . (Ib.  43.)  From  this  you  ought  to  learn,  that 
in  proportion  as  afflictions  increase,  so  ought  you  to  re- 
double your  exertions  in  prayer.  Christ  might  have 
prevented  this  agony  or  this  conflict  between  the  spirit  and 
flesh,  if  he  had  pleased ; but  he  underwent  it,  ur  order 
to  show  us  how  we  ought  to  resist  and  conquer  our  pas- 
sions.' Reflect  how  easily  you  suffer  yourself  to  be 
overcome  by  your  evil  propensities,  and  transgress  your 
good  resolutions.  When  temptation  presses,  you  ought 
to  expect  the  Lordy  to  do  marfully , and  to  let  your  heart 
take  courage , and  wait  for  the  Lord.  (Vid.  Ps.  26.  14.) 


Digitized  by  Google 


FIRST  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Captain. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Deliver  me  from  my  enemies,  O my  God,  and  defend  %e 
from  those,  who  rise  up  against  me. — [Ps.  Ivin.  2.] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  words  of  holy  Jobs  the  life  qf 
man  upon  earth  is  a warfare.  (7.  1.)  We  have  continu- 
ally to  fight  against  three  most  stubborn  enemies,  which 
are  ever  plotting  our  destruction.  These  are  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  flesh.  Christ,  as  we  read  in  the  gos- 
pel of  this  day,  condescended  to  be  tempted  by  thp  de- 
vil, in  order  to  show  us  by  his  own  example,  as  our  lea- 
der and  commander,  how  we  ought  to  conquer  him.— 
Hence  David  cries  out,  Blessed  be  the  Lord  my  God% 
who  teacheth  my  hands  to  fight,  and  my  fingers  to  war . 
(Ps.  143.  1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  It  is  of  infinite  importance,  that  we 
should  not  be  overcome  in  this  warfare,  for  we  are  fight- 
ing for  eternity.  Examine  yourself  most  strictly,  and 
discover  in  what  points  you  are  weak  and  defective,  and 
on  what  occasions,  you  are  most  frequently  wounded. 
Rely  on  the  defence  and  conduct  of  your  captain,  who  is 
to  visit  your  soul  to-day  and  gird  you  with  strength  unto 
battle , (vid.  Ps.  17.  40.);  although  armies  m camp 
otand  together  against  you9  your  heart  need  not  fear v 
(Vid.  Ps.  26.  3.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Soldiers  are  accustomed  to  take 
the  military  oath,  so  ought  you  to  be  sworn  to  your  cap- 
tain. This  duty  you  have  once  performed  in  baptism 
by  renouncing  the  devil  and  all  his  works  and  pomps. 
Rut  how  often  have  you  deserted  your  colours ! Sur- 
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render  yourself  again  to  your  captain,  renew  your  oath, 
and  promise  an  exact  obedience  for  the  future.  Banish 
from  your  heart,  whatever  you  suspect  may  have  trea*  j 
cherously  leagued  with  his  and  your  enemies,  and  say 
with  the  psalmist,  Deliver  me  from  my  enemies  0 Lord , 
teach  me  to  do  thy  willy  for  thou  art  my  God.  (Pa,  , 
142.  9.) 


Christ  meets  Judas  and  Ms  followers \ 

• ' MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  having  ended  his  prayer,  i 
said  to  his  disciples,  Rise,  let  us  go , behold  he  is  at  hand, 
who^will  betray  me , and  as  he  yet  sftoke , behold  Judas , 
one  of  the  twelve , came.  (Mat.  26.  46,  See.)  Mark  the 
persevering  diligence  of  the  traitor  in  his  bad  designs  j 
The  other  apostles  had  been  asleep,  and  were  scarcely 
roused  at  the  third  call  of  their  master.  Judas,  on  the  i 
contrary,  was  upon  the  watch  to  betray  him.  How  at- 
tentive are  men  to  temporal  affairs,  and  how  careless  in 
spiritual  thingsl  Deplore  this  miserable  folly  of  man- 
kind and  of  yourself.  Judas  one  oj  the  twelve  earned 
O unheard  of  ingratitude!  He  who  had  been  so  highly 
favoured  by  his  Master,  appears  at  the  head  of  his  ene- 
mies to  seize  him.  Learn  from  hence,  not  to  rely  to# 
much  on  gifts,  that  have  been  received  without  deserts. 
The  more  you  have,  the  more  will  be  required  fro® 
you,  and  the  greater  cause  you  have  to  fear.— ffowiy 
thou  fir-tree , for  the  cedar  is  fallen.  (Zac.  11.  2.) 
Have  yo.u  not  reason  .to  fear,  when  an  apostle  fell. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  with  him  [came]  a great 
multitude  with  swords  and  clubs . (Mat.  36.  47.)  Marik 
how  this  wicked  rabble  came  armed  with  malice,  and 
prepared  to  gain  their  evil  object,  in  regard  to  Jesus.-1- 
They  were  contriving  means  to  seme  him,  but  Judis 
told  them.  Whomsoever  I shall  kiss , that  is  he , hold 
him.  (Ib.)  Then  were  verified  the  words  of  die  royrf 
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prophet,  Many  dogs  have  encompassed  me;  the  council 
of  the  malignant  hath  besieged  me.  (Ps.  21.  17.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ, did  not  fly,  nor  render  him- 
self invisible,  as  he  might  easily  have  done,  nor  call  down 
fire  from  he"aven  to  consume  his  enemies,  as  did  Elias, 
but  from  his  desire  of  suffering  for  us,  courageously 
went  to  meet  them.  Be  grateful  for  his  passion,  learn 
constancy  in  adversity,  and  do  not  avoid  occasions  of 
suffering  for  Christ,  but  meet  them  rather  with  courage 
and  resolution,  like  your  divine  instructor. 


Judas  betrays  Christ  toith  a kiss. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  forthwith  coming  to  Jesus# 
he  saidy  hail  Rabbi , and  he  kissed  him . ' (Mat.  26.  49.) 
Reflect  on  the  impudence  of  this  treacherous  disciple. 
He  fawns  upon  his  Master  to  destroy  him.  Such  pre- 
cisely are  the  allurements  of  the  world;  they  appear  to 
be  sincere  embraces,  but  they  are  mingled  with  poison. 
They  are  darts,  that  wound  the  soul.  His  words  are 
smoother  than  oily  and  the  same  are  darts . (Ps.  54.  22.) 
Alas,  how  many  are  there,  who  carry  the  outward  garb 
of  devotion,  and  fondly  fawn  upon  our  Lord,  whilst  their 
minds  are  hypocritical  and  treacherous!  How  many 
deal  in  fair  and  honied  words,  whilst  their  hearts  are  fil- 
led with  enmity,  envy,  jealousy,  and  rancour  against  their 
neighbour!  -Take  care  your  character  be  different  from 
these;  do  not  embrace  Christ  in  the  sacrament  so  trea- 
cherously as  did  his  unworthy  apostle.  * 

H.  Consider,  2d.  The  admirable  meekness  and  cha- 
lky of  Christ  upon  this  occasion.  He  neither  upbraided 
Judas,  nor  did  he  refuse  to  receive  his  embrace.  He 
even  spoke  in  a kind  and  friendly  manner  to  him,  Friend , 
mhcreunto  art  thou  come?  (Sup).  By  these  means,  he 
endeavoured  to  regain  him.  He  styled  him  friend,  in 
order  to  make  him  one;  be  asked  him,  why  he  came 

41 

r 

Digitized  by  (jOCK^Ic 


180 


FIRST  WEEK 


4her,  to  induce  him  to  enter  into  himself  and  Change  his 
bad  resolution,  after  having  understood  the  enormity  of 
the  crime,  which  he  would  commit  by  betraying  his  best 
friend  and  benefactor,  his  Master,  his  Lord  and  his  God. 
Observe  the  kind  and  gentle  means,  which  Christ  made 
use  of,  to  reclaim  even  Judas,  and  learn  an  important 
lesson  from  the  example. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  afterwards  said  to  hhn, 
Judas , dost  thou  betray  the  Son  of  man  with  a kiss?— 
(Luk.  22.  48.)  What  heart,  - however  obdurate,  would 
not  these  words  soften?  Yet  he  is  not  moved.  We 
justly  condemn  Judas  for  his  hardness  of  heart,  without 
reflecting,  that  we  are  often  guilty  of  the  same  crime, 
because  we  resist  the  inspirations  of  God,  the  remorse 
of  conscience,  or  its  voice,  silently  asking  us,  Will  you, 
then,  yield  to  the  temptation,  will  you  sin,  will  you  offend 
Godl  The  crime  of  the  false  apostle  was  greatly  aggra- 
vated, by  the  fact  of  his  making  a kiss  of  peace  the  in- 
strument of  his  perfidy.  Your  crimes  are  aggravated  in 
the  same  manner,  when  you  render  the  gifts  of  God  m- 
strumental  to  guilt  and  to  your  own  perdition.  Let  not 
the  misfortune  of  Judas  be  a vain  warning  to  you. 


Christ  casts  his  enemies  on  the  ground  and  is 
taken. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Jesus , therefore , knowing"  alt  iking* 
that  were  to  come  ufion  him,  asked  the  soldiers  that 
came  with  Judas,  Whom  seek  ye?  They  answered  him, 
Jesus  if  Nazareth . Jesus  saith  to  them , lam  he . (Juoa 
18.  4,  S.)  These  vfrords  cast  them  on  the  ground.  Thfc 
was  an  evident  testimony  of  his  divinity;  fbr  it  showed 
them,  that  they  could  not  apprehend  him,  unless  he 
pleased.  Ponder  the  singular  comfort  contained  in  those 
words,  I am  he,  to  the  virtuous  and  just  soul.  They 
import,  I am  your  father,  your  protector,  and  yowreod* 
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forter,  your  sanctification  and  redemptions^  qf  good 
hearty  it  is  /,  be  not  afraid . (Mat.  14.  27.)  The  wick* 
ed  have  reason  to  fear;  for  to  them,  they  are  words  full 
of  indignation  and  terror,  threatening  punishment..  If 
these  words,  now,  struck  such  terror  into  his  enemies. 
When  it  was,  as  he  himself  said,  their  hour  and  the  flower 
of  darknessy  (Luk.  22.  53.)  what  terror  will  they  not' 
cause,  when  it  shall  be  his  day,  and  the  hour  of  exercis- 
ing his  power  shall  arrive? 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  soon  as  he  had  said  to  them , Iayi 
hey  they  went  backwardsy  and  fell  to  the  ground . (Jno. 
18.  6.)  This  is  an  emblem  of  obstinate  and  impenitent 
sinners,  who  fell  without  considering  their  misfortune. 
Beseech  your  Lord,  that  should  it  be  your  misfortune  to 
fell,  you  may  immediately  acknowledge  it  by  humility 
and  rise  again  by  penance.  St.  Peter  draws  his  sword, 
and  cuts  off  the  ear  of  Malchus,  but  Christ  reprehended 
him  for  it,  forbade  all  violence  and  resistance,  and  healed 
the  servant’s  ear.  Hence  you  should  leam  to  return 
good  for  evil. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  then  said,  ify  therefore,  ye 
seek  mey  let  these  go  their  way . (John,  18.  8.)  He  for- 
got himself,  and  was  only  solicitous  for  his  disciples. 
Then  they  came  ufiy  and  laid  hands  on  Jesusy  and  held 
him . (Mat.  26.  50.)  Observe  the  rage  and  fury  with 
winch  his  enemies  rush  upon  him,  beating  and  insulting 
him  in  a most  outrageous  maimer.  Good  God!  what  a 
spectacle.  He  who  sitteth  ufion  the  cherubimy  is  trod- 
den under  fool  by  the  wicked . (Vid.  Ps.  79.  3.— Heb, 
10.  29.)  In  the  same  manner  do  all  sinners  act,  for 
they  tread  the  Son  of  God  under  foot , Take  care  you 
do  not  imitate  their  example.. 


& 


Digitized  by  Google 


18ft 


FIRST  WEEK 


Christ  is  bound  and  his  Disciples  fly. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Then  the  band  and  the  tribune  and 
the  servants  of  the  Jews , took  Jesus  and  bound  him . 
(John,  18.  12.)  Observe  the  meekness,  with  which 
Christ  suffers  his  sacred  hands  and  arms  to  be  bound.— 
He  might,  notwithstanding,  if  he  had  pleased,  have  as 
easily  broken  the  bands  asunder  as  a man  would  break 
m thread  of  tow.  (Jud.  16.  9.)  It  was  love  alone,  that 
could  cast  fetters  upon  those  hands,  that  framed  the  hea- 
vens and  filled  the  earth  with  wonders.  Do  you  also 
permit  yourself  to  be  bound  with  the  bands  of  chanty  and 
the  tie  of  obedience,  and  whatever  other  obligations  your 
st^te  of  life  imposes  upon  you-  Put  thy  feet  into  her 
fetters , says  the  wise  man  of  true  wisdom,  and  thy  neck 
into  her  chains  : bow  down  thy  shoulder  and  bear  herf 

, and  be  not  grieved  with  her  bands . (Eccli.  6.  25,  &c.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Then  his  disci/iles  leaving  him9  all  , 

fed  away.  (Mark,  14.  50.)  Think  what  a deep  afflic- 
lion  it  must  have  been  to  Christ,  to  see  himself  thus 
abandoned  by  his  dearest  friends.  Mark  the  instability 
of  human  nature.  Christ  frequently  complains  by  b»  I 
prophets  of  this  desertion.— Thou  hast  fiut  away  my  ac • 
guaintance  far  from  me;  they  have  set  me  an  abomif 
nation  to  themselves.— I have  trodden  the  wine  firess  ■ 
alone , and  of  the  gentiles , there  is  not  a man  with  me* 
(Ps.  87.  9.  and  Is.  63.  3.)  This  desertion,  besides,  was 
an  act,  that  reft ected  dishonour  and  reproaeh  on  his 
school,  since  it  had  produced  such  weak  and  timorous 
disciples  But  Christ  was  chiefly  concerned  for  their 
want  of  faith,  in  which  they  all  wavered.  Take  care  that 
you  do  not  leave  Christ  to  suffer  alone.  Keep  him  com- 
pany, at  least  by  affection  and  condolence.  Submit, 
without  repining,  to  the  unmerited  desertion  of  your  I 
friends.  I 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Blush  for  the  weakness  of  human  I 
nature  displayed  in  these  apostles.— They  left  him,  ah  I 
though  they  had  seen  the  numerous  miracles,  which  be  I 
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| had  wrought,  and  had  lately  received  the  holy  eucharist, 

! while,  in  the  fervour  of  his  zeal,  one  had  said,  Though  / 
should  die  with  thee,  I will  not  deny  thee . (Mat.  26.  35.) 
No  sooner  were  they  assaulted  by  temptation,  than  they 
'all  fled.  Reflect  how  little  reason  you  have  to  trust  to 
yourself.  Son , says  the  wise  man,  when  thou  contest  to 
the  service  of  God,  stand  in  fear,  and  prepare  thy  soul 
for  temptations  (Eccli.  2.  1.)  and  St.  Paul  commands  us 
all  to  work  out  our  salvation , with  fear  and  trembling . 
(Vid.  Phil.  2.  12.) 


Christ  is  lead  to  Annas. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  They  led  him  away  to  .Anna*  first. 
(Jno.  18.  13.)  Christ  consented  to  be  brought  before 
all  the  tribunals  of  Jerusalem,  to  increase  his  ignominy* 
He  was  therefore  first  led  to  Annas,  the  president  of  the 
supreme  council,  because  it  was  his  duty  to  judge  of 
doctrine.  Mark  with  what  clamour,  ridicule,  and  dis- 
grace, Christ  is  conducted  along  the  streets,  every  one 
being  occupied  in  vying  and  insulting  the  captive.  How 
different  was  his  entrance  into  Jerusalem  some  days  be-' 
fore,  when  the  people  exclaimed,  Blessed  is  he , whs 

' someth  in  the  name  qf  the  Lord;  Hozanna  in  the  high - 
est.  (Mat.  21.9.)  Learn  from  this  example  to  contemn 
the  inconstancy  of  worldly  favour. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  is  brought  as  a criminal  be- 
fore the  tribunal  of  this  judge.  The  Creator  stands  ac- 
cused before  his  creature;  the  eternal  Wisdom  of  God  is 
brought  to  the  bar,  to  give  an  accost  of  his  doctrine 
before  an  arrogant  lawyer.  Behold  these  insolent  doc- 
tors, surrounding  him,  all  filled  with  the  idea  of  their 
learning,  and  rejoicing,  as  conquerors  rejoice  after  tak - 
fig  « prey , when  they  divide  the  spoils . (Is.  9.  3.)  Hear 
how  they  question  him  regarding  his  doctrine,  and  hk 
disciples.  Beseech  your  Lord  to  instruct  you  in  those 
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things,  which  belong  to  your  salvation,  and  never. suffer 
you  to  pursue  vain  learning,  which  fills  the  soul  with 
pride  and  ostentation. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  bears  their  reproaches  in 
silence;  but  resolutely  answers,  when  questioned  con- 
cerning his  doctrine,  because  on  this  depended  the  sal- 
vation of  many.  I have  spoken  openly  to  the  worlds  I 
have  always  taught  in  the  Synagogue . Why  askest 

thou  me?  ask  those , who  have  heard  what  I have  spo» 
ken  to  them . (Jno.  18.  20,  &c.)  Learn  from  hence,  to 
stand  resolute  in  defence  of  your  faith  and  of  truth,  and 
to  be  silent  in  your  own  private  injuries.  Observe  that 
he  says  nothing  of  his ' disciples,  because  he  could  not 
oommend  them;  for  they  were  wavering  in  their  faith, 
and  he  would  riot  say  any  thing  to  their  discredit.  Act 
in  the  same  manner.  Throw  a veil  over  the  faults  of 
your  neighbours,  and  hide  them;— never  speak  of  them,, 
except  when  some  good  end  is  to  be  obtained. 


Christ  receives  a blow  in  the  house  of  Annas. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  when  he  had  said  these  things 
one  of  the  officers  standing  by , gave  Jesus  a blow.  (Jno. 

18.  22.)  Ponder  here  the  general  circumstances,  who,  j 
to  whom,  and  wh&t.  1st  Consider  how  severe  was  the 
blow,  for  it  was  given  by  an  armed  soldier.  2d.  How 
ignominious,  since  it  was  given  before  so  large  an  as- 
sembly, and  inflicted  on  the  person  of  him,  whose  sanc- 
tity of  life  and  miracles  rendered  him  an  object  of  admi- 
ration and  veneration  to  all  mankind.  3d.  How  unjust 
and  injurious,  for  so  just  and  prudent  an  answer.  0,  | 

amiable  countenance  of  my  Jesus,  which  the  angels  de- 
sire so  much  to  behold,  how  hast  thou  been  insulted  for 
me.  How  have  I insulted  thee  myself  by  my  repeated 
sths.  From  this  time,  I will  insult  thee  no  more.  | 
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U.  Consider,  2d.  The  mildness  and  patience  of  our 
Lord.  He  is  not  moved  to  indignation;  he  does  not  re- 
venge himself,  although  he  had  it  perfectly  in  his  power* 
for  he  could  in  a moment  have  annihilated  the  wretch. 
He  modestly,  however,  justifies  himself,  that  he  might 
not  seem  to  have  spoken  lightly  to  the  high  priestr whose 
authority  *and  dignity  he  respected.  Jf  I have  spoken 
i//,  he  says,  give  testimony  of  the  evtt;  but  if  well , why 
strikest  thou  me,  (Jno.  18.  28.)  How  different  are  your 
justifications  of  yourself,  when  you  are  supposed  to  have 
acted  incorrectly.  Endeavour  to  imitate  your  Lord,  and 
in  your  fiatience  possess  your  soul . (Vid.  Luk.  21.  19.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  Annas  sent  him  bound  to 
Caiphas  the  high  priest . (Sup.)  Imagine  what  a pain- 
ful and  ignominious  journey  this  was  to  our  Saviour.-— 
He  was  dragged  through  the  streets  during  the  night 
from  one  tribunal  to  another,  by  the  lowest  rabble.  Re- 
flect what  indignities  he  must  have  suffered,  as  he  pass- 
ed along,  from  all  kinds  of  people,  even  from  those,  who 
had  received  benefits  from  him.  What  a spectacle  was 
presented  to  heaven,  when  the  Lord  of  angels  wa  s thus 
outraged!  ' Condole,  admire,  give  thanks,  and  imi  tate« 


SECOND  SUNDAY  IN  LENT- 
Out  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  transfiguration  of  your  soul. 


MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 


4 spirit  of  the  Lord  shall  come  upon  thee,  and  thou  shaft 
b*  changed  into  another  man.— [1.  Kings,  x.  6 ] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  to* 
flay,  that  Christ  took  three  of  his  apostles  to  a high  mourn 
and  was  transfigured  before  them . (Mat.  17.  2.) 
Ibe  same  will  be  produced  in  due  proportion  in  you? 

Q» 
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soul)  by  your  reception  of  the  eucharist,  if  you  oppose 
no  impediment  to  his  holy  grace.  The  eucharist,  as  the 
angelical  doctor  observes,  in  a certain  manper  makes  us 
the  same  with  Chnst.  (S.  Thom.  Opus.  58.  c.  15.)  And 
fit.  Augustine  introduces  Christ  addressing  the  faithful 
in  these  words:  I am  the  food  qf  the  advanced , grow, 
and  you  shall  feed  on  me;  but  in  such  a manner , that 
you  shall  not  change  me  into  yourself,  but  you  shall  be 
changed  into  me.  (Aug.  Con.  1.  7.  10.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  an  inestimable  dignity  it  is, 
and  what  a superior  benefit  for  man  to  be  transformed 
into  God,  and  to  be  made  conformable  to  the  image  qf 
his  Son.  (Rom.  8.  29.)  Satan  tempted  Eve  with  thist 
idea,  you  shall  be  as  Gods.  (Gen.  3.  5.)  But  our  firs 
parents  were  deluded.  By  the  eucharist,  and  the  grace 
attached  to  it,  we  become  united  to  God,  and  in  some 
respect  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  even  incor • 
fiorated , and  of  the  same  blood  with  Christ , as  St.  Cy- 
prian energetically  remarks.  (Cat  4.)  Humble  your- 
self, therefore,  and  say  with  the  prophet,  Who  am  J,  or 
What  is  my  Itfe,  or  my  father's  family  in  Israel , that  I 
should  be  son-in-law  qf  the  king , (1.  Kings,  18.  18.)  or 
rather  the  adoptive  son  of  God  ? As  many  as  received 
him , to  them  he  gave  power  to  be  made  the  sons  qf  God . 
(Jno.  1.  12.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  It  is  recorded  of  Moses  in  the  sa- 
cred volume,  that  he  knew  not  that  his  face  was  homed 
(i.  e.  resplendent  with  glory)  from  the  conversation  qf 
the  Lord.  (Ex.  34.  29.)  If  you  converse  frequently 
with  the  Lora  in  prayer,  you  will  in  like  manner  be  trans-* 
figured.  You  must  make  him  the  exclusive  and  ulti- 
mate object  of  your  love,  and  detest  whatever  displeases 
him.  St  Augustine  writes,  Every  one  is  such  as  is  his 
love , \f  you  love  earth , you  will  be  earth;  (f  you  love 
bod , you  wilt  be  as  God . (Tom.  2.  in  Ep.  1.  Jo.) 
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Christ  is  accused  before  Caiphas. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  As  soon  as  our  Redeemer  was 
“brought  before  Caiphas the  chief  priests  and  the  whole 
council  sought  false  witness . against  Jesus , that  they 
might  put  him  to  death . (Mat.  26.  59.)  O unheard  of 
injustice!  Judges  whose  duty  is  to  protect  accused  in- 
nodence,  seek  fake  witnesses  against  it.  They  patronize 
private  and  unjust  envy,  and  cloak  their  evil  designs  un- 
der the  pretence  of  public  justice.  See  t e Son  of  God 
standing  at  the  bar,  before  his  sworn  enemies,  surrounded 
by.  perjured  witnesses,  and  malicious  accusers.  The 
innocent  Lamb  of  God,  who  did  no  sin , and  in  whose 
mouth  no  guile  was  found , (vid.  1.  Pet  2.  22.)  opposes 
profound  silence  to  all  the  accusations  brought  against 
him.  I as  a deaf  many  he  says  by  the  mouth  of  the  pro- 
phet,  heard  not , and  was  a dumb  man  not  ofiening  his 
mouth . (Ps.  37.  14.)  Learn  hence  how  to  demean  your- 
self on  such  occasions,  and  to  commit  your  cause  to 
God’s  providence. 

II.  ' Consider,  2d.  So  irreprehensible  had  been  the 
life  and  actions  of  Christ,  that  these  enemies  of  his  could 
not  fabricate  even  the  semblance  of  a crime  against  him. 
Wherefore  the  high  priest  at  last  conjured  him  by  the 
Irving  God , to  say  if  he  were  the  Christ,  in  order  that 
he  might  condemn  him  of  blasphemy,  if  he  afErmed  that 
he  was.  Christ,  who  had  hitherto  preserved  the  most 

•perfect  silence,  in  reverence  to  the  sacred  name  of  his 
Father,  immediately  answered,  Thou  hast  said  it.  (Mat 
sup.)  At  the  same  time,  he  alluded  to  the  general 
judgment,  to  deter*him,  if  possible,  from  his  evil  design, 
and  to  wake  him  from  the  sleep  of  death.  But,  alas ! 
the  perverse  are  hard  to  be  corrected.  (Eccle.  1.  15.) 
£ntreat  our  Lord,  that  you  may  never  be  of  this  character. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  false  zeal  of  the  malicious 
and  the  wicked.  Then  the  high  priest  rent  his  gar* 
merits  y saying  he  hath  blasphemed.  (Mat  26.  65.)  The 
devout  follower  of  Christ  ought  to  rehd  his  heart  with 
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sincere  contrition  for  his  sins,  which  have  cost  the  Sop 
of  God  so  many  pains..  Rend  your  hearts,  and  not 
your  garments , says  the  prophet.  (Joel,  2.  13.)  This 
mock  court  of  judicature  immediately  cries  out  with  one 
voice,  He  is  guilty  of  death . (Mat.  26.  66.)  O most 
unjust  sentence.  O divine  Jesus,  will  you  suffer  your- 
self to  be  deemed  a blasphemer,  and  declared  guilty  of 
death;  and  shall  I continually  attempt  to  gain  the  appro- 
bation of  men,  and  to  rise  above  my  deserts?  I cannot 
be  a true  disciple  of  thine  if  I act  in  this  manner. 


On  the  Injuries , which  Christ  suffered  in  the- 
House  of  Caipkas.  * 

PART  FIRST. 

TUESDAY. 

t.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had. been  thus  unjustly 
pronounced  deserving  of  death,  then  did  they  sfiit  in 
his  face , and  buffeted  him , and  others  struck  his  face 
with  the  fialms  of  their  hands , saying , prophesy  unto 
ns,  O Christ , who  is  he  that  struck  thee.  (Mat.  26. 67.) 
During  that  night  of  cruelty,  Christ  suffered  five  kinds 
of  ignominy.  1st.  They  spat  upon  that  beneficent  be- 
ing, who  with  his  spittle  had  given  sight  to  the  blind, 
speech  to  the  dumb,  and  hearing  to  the  deaf:  they  spat^ 
upon  that  face,  which  the  angels  adore,  and  which  just* 
# souls  always  desired  ardently  to  behold.  8how  us  thy 
face , said  the  royal  prophet,  and  we  shall  be  saved . (Ps. 
79.  20.)  During  this  ignominy,  Christ,  like  a meek 
lamb,  verified  the  expression  of  the  prophet,  I have  gxo* 
en  my  body  to  the  strikers,  and  my  cheeks  to  those,  who 
plucked  them ; I have  not  turned  away  my  face  frhm 
those , who  rebuked  me,  and  spat  upon  me.  (Is.  50.  6.) 
Is  not  Christ  treated  in  the  same  manner  now,  by  all 
sinners,  as  he  was  then  treated  by  the  insolent  Jews  ?■»• 
Have  not  you  yourself  some  part  in  this  ignominy? 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  The  second  kind  of  ignominious 
treatment,  which  our  divine  Saviour  underwent:  And 

they  blindfolded  him . (Luk.  22.  64.)  In  their  phrenzy9 
the  Jews  attempted  to  veil  those  sacred  eyes,  before 
which,  all  things  are  naked  and  ofien^  (Heb.  4.  13.)  and 
to  cover  that  divine  face,  before  which,  all  nations  will 
stand  in  awe  and  admiration.  Every  sinner  attempts  to 
do  the  same,  in  order  to  sin  with  more  liberty  and  less 
remorse;  he  does  all  he  can  to  hide  God  from  himself, 
and  his  sins  from  God;  he  tries  to  adopt  the  expression 
in  the  book  of  Job,  What  doth  God  know?  the  clouds 
are  his  covert , and  he  doth  not  consider  our  things.  (22. 
13.)  Take  care  that  you  never  endeavour  to  stifle  the 
remorse  of  conscience  by  means  like  these. 

_ III.  Consider,  3d.  They  buffeted  him , and  others 
struck  his  face  with  the  palms  of  their  hands . Repre- 
sent to  your  imagination,  this  cruel  and  ignominious 
scene,  and  contemplate  every  part  of  it.  View  these 
Jewish  ruffians  vying  with  each  other  in  their  outrageous 
insolence.  Then  was  literally  accomplished  the  prophe- 
cy of  Jeremias:  He  shall  give  his  cheek  to  Aim,  whs 
striketh  him s he  shall  be  filled  with  reproaches , (Lam* 
3.  30.) 


On  the  Injuries , which  Christ  suffered  in  the 
House  of  Caiphas.  . 

• PART  SECOND. 

WEDNESDAY. 

• 

1.  Consider,  1st.  The*  fourth  insult,  which  was  offer- 
ed to  the  Son  of  God  in  the  house  of  Caiphas,  was  the 
cruel  act  of  his  enemies,  when  they  plucked  his  sacred 
hair  and  t^pard.  By  suffering  this  insult,  he  verified  the 
prediction  of  Isaiah:  I have  given  my  body  to  the  strik- 
ers, and  my  cheeks  to  those , who  pluck  them.  (50.  6.) 
Sampson  consented,  that  his  hair  should  bo  cutoff,  from 
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a blind  attachment  to  DalHa,  which  proved  very  injuri- 
ous to  him;  but  Christ,  from  a better  love  to  mankind, 
suffered  himself  to  be  despoiled  of  his.  Learn  from  this 
example  to  reject  and  rid  yourself  of  superfluities,  and 
to  follow  Christ  in  naked  simplicity  and  unadorned  sin- 
cerity. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  fifth  species  of  ignominy, 

which  our  Redeemer  had  to  endure,  consisted  in  the  re- 
proachful language,  in  which  his  enemies  addressed  him. 
Prophesy  unto  ua,  O Christy  they  insultingly  asked  him, 
who  ia  he  that  struck  thee.  (Sup.)  And  many  other 
things  blaspheming , they  said  against  him . (Luke,  22. 
65.)  ' On  this  occasion  they  repeated  their  former  slan- 
ders against  him,  calling  him  a glutton,  a lover  of  wine, 
a seducer  of  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  and  a blas- 
phemer possessed  by  the  devil.  What  holy  Job  saicrof 
himself,  was  then  truly  verified  in  the  person  of  the  Son 
of  God:  They  have  opened  their  mouths  upon  mey  and 

reproaching  me , they  have  struck  me  on  the  cheeky  they 
are  filled  with  my.  pains.  (16.  11.)  Observe  how  pa- 
tiently Christ  suffers  this  severe  treatment,  and  be  con- 

— -founded  at  your  own  impatience,  when  you  are  unable 
to  bear  a slight  word  of  reproach  or  blame  from  others. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  indignant  treatment  contin- 
ued during  the  whole  night.  Those  who  formed  the 
council  retired  home,  to  enjoy  repose,  and  the  comforts 
of  domestic  life:  but  Christ  was  delivered  up  to  the 
guards,  to  be  strictly  watched,  and  to  be  treated  at  their 
pleasure  or  mercy.  Meditate  deeply  on  the  forlorn  situ- 

• adon  of  your  suffering  Jesus,  during  that  long,  and  tedi- 
ous, and  painful  night.  Be  ashamed  at  your  want  of 
courage,  in  mortifying  yourself  so  little  for  his  sake,  who 
has  endured  so  much  for  you,  from  every  description  of 
people*— from  the  priesthood  as  well  as  from  the  huty. 
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On  St  Peter* 8 denying  Chrigt. 

PART  FIRST. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  But  Peter  eat  without  in  the  fia - 
lace,  and  there  came  to  him  a servant  maid , saying , thou 
also  wast  with  Jesus  the  Galilean,  But  he  denied  be- 
fore them  all , saying , I know  not  what  thou  sayest, 
(Mat.  26.  69,  &c.)  A few  hours  ago  Peter  had  said, 
though  l should  die  with  thee,  I will  not  deny  thee,  (lb. 
▼.  36.)  but  now,  alas!  at  the  first  word  of  a woman,  from 
shame  and  fear  he  denies  that  he  ever  knew  him.  How 
many  are  there  now  in  existence,  who,  not  from  any  hu- 
nfility,  but  from  mere  apprehension  of  what  the  world 
will  say,  are  afraid  to  own  any  Christian  or  virtuous  ac- 
tion and  to  profess  themselves  followers  of  Christ ! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Peter  remained  in  the  same  com- 
pany, in  which  he  had  first  denied  his  master,  and  being 
accused  by  others  of  being  Christ’s  disciple,  he  persist- 
ed in  his  denial  a second  and  a third  time.  He  began  to 
curse  and  to  swear  that  he  knew  not  the  man , (Mat.  26. 
7 4.)  unmindful  of  the  first  crowing  of  the  cock.  Observe 
the  different  effects  of  good  and  evil  company.  When 
Peter  was  with  his  master  and  fellow-apostles,  he  was 
so  fervent  as  to  offer  to  die  with  Christ,  but  in  the  evil 
company  in  which  he  afterwards  was,  he  protes  s and 
swears  that  he  never  knew  the  man.  Leant  from  this 
melancholy  example  to  avoid  evil  company  and  conver- 
sation; and  always  bear  in  mind  the  oracle  of  St.  Paul : 
Evil  communications  corrupt  good  manners . (l.Cor. 
15.  33.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Some  of  the  particular  circum- 

stances, which  attended  the  fall  of  St.  Peter,  and  which 
are  recorded  by  all  the  evangelists.  1st.  The  occasional 
cause  of  his  fall  was  his  vain  presumption  and  confidence 
in  himself:  Though  all  men  should  be  scandalized  in 

thee , I will  never  be  scandalized.  2d.  He  neglected 
prayer,  and  fell  asleep,  after  his  Master  had  told  him, 
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Watch  ye  and  pray , that  ye  enter  not  into  temptation 
(lb.  41.)  3d.  A woman  was  the  instrument  of  his  fall, 

as  well  as  the  fall  of  Adam.  Tremble,  when  you  see  the 
pillars  of  the  church  overturned,  by  the  voice  of  a wo- 
man. 4th.  His  sin  increased  by  degrees,  passing  from 
a simple  denial  to  execration  and  open  perjury.  Learn 
to  resist  the  beginnings  of  evil,  or  fatal  experience  will 
soon  convince  you,  that  he  who  contemneth  email  thing* 
shall  fall  by  little  and  little . (Eccli.  19.  1.) 


On  St.  Peter’s  denying  Christ, 

PART  SECOND. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  the  Lord , turning , looked  Off 
Peter.  (Luk.  22.  61.)  While  this  weak  apostle  was 
denying  his  master  the  third  time,  Jesus  was  led  down 
from  the  upper  room,  where  he  was  condemned,  to  the 
lower  court,  where  Peter  had  remained  the  whole  time. 
He  cast  an  eye  of  compassion  on  his  sheep,  that  was  pe- 
rishing, or,  as  some  holy  fathers  explain  the  passage,  he 
looked  on  him  from  a "distance  with  the  interior  eye  of 
mercy,  and  by  his  grace  moved  him  to  repentance.  Ob- 
serve how,  in  the  midst  of  his  own  afflictions,  he  remem- 
bers his  ungrateful  disciple.  With  that  same  eye  of 
mercy,  O Lord,  look  upon  me , and  have  mercy  on  mt» 
(Ps.  24.  16.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  repentance  and  conversion  of 
Peters  And  going  forth , he  wept  bitterly , (Mat.  26. 
75.)  not  from  mere  servile  fear,  but  from  a deep  sense 

. of  his  ingratitude  to  so  loving  a master,  and  so  great  a 
benefactor.  He  felt  the  force  of  the  prophet’s  sentiment: 
It  U an  evil  and  a bitter  thing  to  have  Itft  the  Lord  thy 
God.  (Jer.  2.  19.)  Do  you,  on  your  part,  appreciate 
the  force  of  the  expression,  and  you  will  prevent  yourself 
-from  foiling.  O how  often  have  you,  not  only  in  woptaj 
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as  St.  Peter  did,  but  in  deeds  also,  denied  your  Lprd> 
and  offended  him,  perhaps  more  than  Peter  did  1 Have 
you  as  yet,  duly  lamented  your  fault,  as  he  lamented  his? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  long  penance,  which  St.  Pe» 
ter  performed  for  his  sin.  He  is  said  to  have  bewailed 
it,  during  his  whole  life,  apd  to  have  burst  into  tears  as 
often  as  he  heard  the  cock  crow.  (Theod.  His.)  It  is 
written,  that  his  eyes  became  two  perennial  fountains  of 
tears,  and  that  his  cheeks  were  furrowed  by  continual 
weeping.  Be  confounded  at  your  own  insensibility.— 
Persevere,  therefore,  in  the  works  of  penance,  and  take 
advantage  of  the  admonition  of  Ecclesiasticus : Be  not 
without  fear  of  sin  forgive#  (.5.  5.) 


On  the  Despair  of  Judas. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then  Judas , why  betrayed  him , see - 
ing  that  he  was  condemned  repenting  himself,  brought 
back  the  thirty  pieces  of  silyqr^tp  the  qhief  priest  sand 
the  ancient 8)  saying , Jhaye  sinned,  in  betraying  inno- 
cent bloocL  (Mat.  27,  3,  See.)  Observe  how  the  consci- 
ousness of  guilt  tortured  the  mind  of  that  treacherous 
and  sacrilegious  apostle.  He  found  no  satisfaction  in  the 
money,  for  which  he  had  sold  his  Lord:  but,  actuated  by 
fruitless  remppse,  brought  it  -back  agaip.. ; J-eam  from 
hence,  that  sinners  reap  no  solid  advantage  from  their 
sins;  but,  on  the  contrary,,  ape  pained,  disquieted  and 
troubled.  Lord , says  St.  Augustine,  you  have  ordain • 
ed  that  it  should  be  ao,  and  it  is  ao,  that  every  disordi- 
note  mind  is  its-  own  punishment ."  (Lib.  1.  CoO.  c.  11.) 
Hence,  it  is  said  of  the  impious  man,  The  sound  of  dread 
is  always  in  his  ears , and  when  thbre  is  peace , he  always 
suspects  treason ..  (Job.  15.  21.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  answer,  which  the.  wicked 
priests  gaye  to  Ju$lap,  ( wl>en.  he  returned  the  moneysT-- 

What  is . that  ta#sK  1,99k ^9 ft  tp  it.  •&?...£)  TJ&P 
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were  unconcerned  in  regard  to  die  salvation  of  their 
neighbour,  and  like  Cain  refused  to  be  their  brother's 
guardian.  Virtuous  men  hold  an  opposite  conduct;  . 
they  attempt  to  prevent  their  neighbour  from  sinning, 
or  when  he  has  sinned,  to  restore  him  to  grace.  They 
do  not  say,  “ what  is  that  to  us?  look  thou  to  it,”  but 
charitably  try  to  relieve  and  comfort  him.  They  are 
tender  and  compassionate  to  all,  and  they  can  say  of 
themselves  with  the  apostle,  I became  all  things  to  all 
men , that  I might  save  all.  (1.  Cor.  9.  22.)  These 
are  objects  of  your  imitation. 

111.  Consider,  3d.  Judas  departed , and  went , and 
hanged  himself  esiih  a halter . (Mat.  27.  5.)  Observe 
how  one  sin  is  the  punishment  of  another,  despair  of 
treachery.  God  often  perthits  a sinner  to  foil  a second 
time,  in  punishment  of  his  first  offence,  as  a caution  to 
avoid  all  sin.  Mark,  also,  the  subtlety  of  the  devil,  who 
first  provokes  to  sin:  and  then,  having  succeeded  in  gain- 
ing his  object,  takes  away  all  prospect  of  pardon.  Ob- 
serve, also,  the  mad  and  desperate  resolutions  of  a trou- 
bled conscience.*— The  wise  man  had  reason  to  say,  A I 
troubled  conscience  always  forecasteth  grievous  thing 9.  j 
(Wis.  17.  10.)  From  the  ruin  of  an  apostle,  learn  not 
to  trust  your  own  virtue;  wherefore  let  him  who  thinketh 
himself  to  stand , take  heed ? lest  he  fall.  (1.  Cor.  10.  1&) 


Third  Sunday  in  lent. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  guardian  of  your  soul. 

X OEM  ING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I have  tinned;  what  shall  I do  to  thee,  0 keeper  of  meti«- 
fjob.  vik  30.) 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  skid  in  the  gospel  of  to-day: 
When  a strong  man  armed  keefieth  hie  eourtf  thNt 
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things,  which  he  possesseth  are  in  fieace . (Luk.  11.21.) 
Conceive  your  soul  to  be  this  court,  which  Christ  our 
Lord,  who  is  both  strong  and  armed,  desires  to  guard,  in 
order  that  her  possessions  may  be  in  peace.  No  being 
is  more  powerful  than  this  champion  of  ours:  the  Lord 
is  strong  and  mighty , the  Lord  is  mighty  in  battle . (Ps. 
23.  8.)  No  keeper  can  be  more  vigilant  than  he  is.— 
Behold , he  shall  neither  slumber  nor  sleep. , who  ketpeth 
Israel . (Ps.  120.  4.)  All  this  care  and  vigilance  he 
uses  in  your  regard,  to  preserve  you  from  evil.  O what 
a happiness  it  is,  to  rest  under  the  protection  of  so  pow- 
erful, and  so  beneficent  a guardian. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  guardian  of  yours  will  to-day 
enter  the  fortress  of  your  soul,  in  the  holy  eucharist,  to 
strengthen  and  defend  it  against  your  mortal  enemy  the 
devil,  who  surrounds  it  day  and  night,  seeking  its  de- 
struction. This  divine  table,  this  holy  banquet  is  insti- 
tuted chiefly  as  a means  of  defence  against  our  enemies: 
Thou  hast  prepared  a table  before  me , says  the  prophet, 
against  them  that  afflict  me.  (Ps.  22.  5.)  Conceive 
hence,  an  unbounded  confidence  in  your  guardian,  and 
expect  the  happy  hour,  in  which  you  are  to  receive  him. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  what  manner  you  ought  to  en- 
tertain him.  You  must  divest  your  heart  of  every  thing, 
that  you  know  will  displease  him,  or  else  he  may  imme- 
diately abandon  you,  and  you  may  fall  into  the  hands  of 
your  enemies.  Freely  surrender  yourself  to  him,  and 
desire  him  to  dispose  of  yourself  and  every  thing,  that 
belongs  to  you,  as  he  pleases.  Ask  pardon  for  your 
former  offences,  and  say  wijh  the  prophet,  Keep  me , O 
Lord , from  the  hand  of  the  wicked ; and  from  unjust 
men  deliver  me.  (Ps-  139.  5.) 
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' Christ  is  lei  froiii  Caiphas  to  Pilate. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  when  morning  was  come , all 
the  chief  priests  and  ancien  t s of  the  people,  held  a council 
against  Jesus , to  put  him  to  death . (Mat.  27.  1.)  How 
active  are  the  children  of  this  world  in  their  works  of 
darkness,  scarce  giving  themselves  time  to  re9t  or  to 
Sleep.  O that  you  were  as  zealous  in  the  service  of 
God!  Think  how  welcome  this  last  morning  was  to  our 
blessed  Lord,  for  the  completion  of  man’s  redemption 
was  near.  Ponder  now,  how  Being  in  full  council,  they 
re-examine  their  prisoner;  condemn  him  as  a blasphemer; 
vote  him  guilty  of  death,  and  finally  deliver  him  over  to 
the  secular  power*  to  be  executed. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  the  whole  multitude  of  them 
rose  up , and  led  him  away  to  Pilate . (Luke,  23.  1.) 
Think  what  a distressing  journey  this  was  to  our  divine 
Saviour.  By  this  time,  the  whole  city  was  full  of  what 
had  passed  the  preceding  night,  and  was  waiting  hi  great 
anxiety  for  the  result  of  the  high  council.  They  now 
behold  the  captive  hurried  along  through  the  streets, 
accompanied  by  their  high  priests  and  elders,  as  so  ma- 
ny unquestionable  witnesses  and  prociaifners  of  his  guilt 
He  is  considered  by  all  as  a convicted  criminal,  and  a 
notorious  malefactor,  and  is  insulted  and  scoffed  at  by  a 
barbarous  and  enraged  multitude.  Even  those,  who  a 
short  timfe  ago  hela  him  in  the  highest  veneration,  and 
considered  him  a great  prophet  and  their  MesSias,  now 
believe  themselves  to  have  been  deceived  by  this  sove- 
reign impostor.  Who  ever  did,  or  ever  could  buffer  as 
much  as  he  did  in  his  reputation? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  he  had  arrived  at  Pilate’s 
court,  his  enemies  went  not  into  the  hall  (it  being  the 
habitation  of  a gentile),  that  they  might  not  be  defiled , 
but  that  they  might  eat  the  pasch . (Jno.  18.  28.)  Su- 
perstitious hypocrites!  They  affect  religion  and  con- 
science, in  a small  matter,  and  are  actually  meditating 
sacrilege  and  murder.  Would  to  God,  that  you  were 
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as  accurate  and  zealous,  in  regard  to  perfect  purity, 
when  yob  approach  the  sacred  table,  to  eat  the  Christian 
pasch,  and  that  you  did  not  come  with  a heart  distracted 
and  dissipated  with  worldly  thoughts  and  undue  affec- 
tions ! 


Christ  is  accused  before  Pilate. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Pilate  having  brought  Jesus  forth 

before  the  people,  demanded  what  accusations  they  pro- 
duced against  him,  when  they  began  to  accuse  him:— 
1st.  As  a seditious  man:  we  have  fqund  this  man  per - 
verting  our  nation . 2d.  They  accuse  him  of  treason; 

we  have  found  him  forbidding  to  give  tribute  to  Cesar , 
and  saying , that  he  is  Christ  the  king.  (Luk.  23.  2.) 
Reflect  what  odious  calumnies  were  arrayed  against  the 
innocence  of  the  Son  of  God.  The  sons  of  men  are 
liars  in  the  balances . (Ps.  61.  10.)  It  is  always  an  ea- 
sy task  to  calumniate  the  innocent. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  might  easily  have  refuted 
these  unjust  accusations,  if  he  had  chosen;  but  he  pre- 
served the  most  profound  silence,  so  that  the  governor 
wondered  exceedingly.  (Mat.  27.  14.)  Our  Lord  ful- 
filled the  prophecy  of  the  psalmist,  on  that  occasion,  I 
have  set  a guard  to  my  mouthy  when  the  sinner  stood 
against  me.  (Ps.  32.  2.)  Oh,  that  you  would  act  in  the 
same  manner,  when  you  are  attacked  by  calumny.  Ob- 
serve, that  an  innocent  life  is  the  best  defence  against 
defamation.  Learn  that  courage  and  fortitude  display 
themselves  in  silence,  and  in  the  contempt  of  injuries 
and  affronts.— On  such  occasions  commit  your  cause 
to  divine  Providence;  and  then,  in  silence  and  in  hope , 
shall  your  strength  be.  (Is.  30.  ts.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Pilate,  seizing  on  the  last  accusa- 
tion, asked  Jesus,  whether  he  really  were  the  King  of 
the  Jews,  and  he  answered,  Thou  sayest  it,  (Luk.  sup.) 
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but  my  kingdom  is  not  qf  this  world , (John,  IS,  36.) 
nor  does  it  consist  in  earthly  greatness,  pomp  and  state, 
but  in  poverty  and  contempt.  Christ  commenced  his 
reign  from  the  cross . (Hym.  Vex.  reg.)  Examine  whe- 
ther or  not  you  belong  to  this  kingdom,  for  if  you  belong 
to  the  world,  that  is,  if  you  seek  after  the  things,  which 
belong  to  it,  you  do  not  belong  to  him,  Christ  says  of 
his  disciples,  they  are  not  of  the  world , as  /,  also , am 
not  of  the  world . (Jno.  17.  14.)  Learn  hence,  duly  to 
Appreciate  the  virtues  of  the  cross. 


. Christ  is  sent  to  Herod* 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Pilate  did  all  that  he  could,  to  set 
Christ  at  liberty,  for  as  he  said  himself,  I find  no  cause 
in  this  man.  The  Pharisees,  on  the  other  hand,  were 
more  earnest , sayings  He  stirreth  up,  the  people , teach - 
ing  throughout  all  Judea,  beginning  from  Galilee , to 
this  place . (Luk.  23.  4,  5.)  Pilate  from  this  took  oc- 
casion to  send  him  to  Herod,  because,  as  a Galilean,  he 
belonged  to  Herod’s  jurisdiction.  Christ,  therefore,  bound 
as  a malefactor,  and  guarded  by  soldiers,  is  led  by  the 
priests  to  Herod.  Thus  is  our  blessed  Redeemer  drag- 
ged from  one  tribunal  to  another,  and  exposed  to  the 
public  view  and  scorn  of  the  whole  city.  Good  God, 
how  insults  and  affronts  thicken  upon  thee,  and  how  fully 
are  verified  the  words  of  thy  prophet:  All  those , whs 
passed  by  the  way  have  clapped  their  hands  at  thee , 
they  have  hissed  and  wagged  their  heads.  (Lam.  2.  15.) 

. II.  Considered.  At  first  Christ  is  civilly  entertained 
by  Herod,  because  he  expected  to  see  him  work  some 
miracle:  but  the  pur^lamb  of  God,  from  abhorrence  to 
his  impure  life,  refused  to  gratify  his  curiosity,  and  would 
not  owe  his  life,  which  he  ardently  desired  to  lay  down 
for  u$,  to  the  favour  or  courtesy  of  the  governor  of  Ga- 
lilee. Although  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  stood 
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Ay,  earnestly  accusing  him , (Luke,  23.  10.)  he  refused 
to  utter  a word  in  his  own  defence.  Admire  and  imitate 
the  courage  and  constancy  of  his  mind,  which  could  not 
be  overcome  either  by  flattery  or  ill-usage.  Learn,  also, 
to  be  reserved  with  persons  of  impure  conduct,  unless 
you  have  certain  hopes  of  converting  them. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  Herod , with  his  soldiers  des- 
pised him , and  mocked  him , putting  on  him  a white  gar- 
ment. (Luk.  23.  11.)  The  eternal  Wisdom  of  God  is 
deemed  a fool,  and  considered  as  one,  who  from  simpli- 
city, had  called  himself  a king,  and  is  treated  as  such  by 
the  king  and  his  whole  court,  who  took  delight  in  insult- 
ing him.  Thus  attired,  Christ  is  sent  back  again  to  Pi- 
late, and  proclaimed  as  he  passed  along,  to  be  an  idiot,  and 
an  imaginary  king.  Good  Lord,  is  it  thus,  that  you  at- 
tempt to  cure  my  pride  and  arrogance?  With  how 
much  truth  did  thy  apostle  say,  If  any  man  among  you 
seem  to  be  wisef  let  him  become  a fool , that  he  may  be 
loise.  (1.  Cor.  3.  18.) 


j Barabbas  is  preferred  to  Christ. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Upon  the  solemn  day , the  gover- 
nor was  accustomed  to  release  to  the  people , one  pri- 
soner, whom  they  would.  (Mat.  27.  15.)  Hence,  desi- 
rous of  rescuing  Jesus,  whose  innocence  was  perfectly 
evident,  Pilate  put  him  in  competition  with  Barabbas,  a 
seditious  assassin.  He  then  asked  the  Jews,  which  of 
the  two  he  should  deliver.  Contemplate  the  comparison, 
which  Pilate  makev  light  is  compared  with  darkness, 
the  author  of  life  with  a murderer,  our  sovereign  bene- 
fector  with  a robber.  Christ,  however,  did  not  disdain  it. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  most  foolish  and  unjust  de- 
mand of  the  people,  Away  with  this  man , and  release 
to  us  Barabbas.  (Luk.  23.  18.)  It  was  an  ignominious 
'act,  to  compare  Jesus  to  this  man,  but  most  insolent  and 
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ignominious  to  prefer  him  to  Jesus.  Now  is  tfce  oracle 
of  the  prophet  perfectly  fulfilled)  I am  a worm  and  no 
man , the  refiroach  of  men,  and  the  outcast  of  the  fieofile . 
(Ps.  21.  7.)  What  are  the  opinions  and  judgments  of 
this  world?  what  wise  man  would  place  any  confidence 
in  them,  or  care,  whether  he  were  an  object  of  their  cen- 
sure or  of  their  praise?  As  often  as  you  sin  mortally,  you 
pass  the  same  judgment  as  the  Jews  did,  by  preferring 
in  your  heart,  some  momentary  pleasure,  to  an  infinite 
good,  some  creature  to  the  creator,  some  Barabbas  to 
Christ. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Pilate  asked,  what  shall  1 do 
then  with  Jesus ? (Mat.  27.  22.)  The  people  tumul- 
tuously answer,  crucify  him,  crucify  him . (Luk.  23. 
2 1.)  Observe,  with  what  modesty  and  patience  Christ 
suffered  these  insults.  Often  ask  yourself  this  ques- 
tion: and  what  shall  I do  with  Jesus?  Will  you  esteem, 
love,  serve  and  honour  him,  as  you  ought,  or  insult, 
afflict,1  and  crucify  him  again?  All  sinners  act  thus, 
crucifying  again  to  themselves , as  the  Apostle  teaches, 
the  Son  of  God , and  making  a mockery  of  him . (Heb. 
6.  6.) 


Christ  is  scourged  at  the  Pillar * 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then,  therefore , Pilate  took  Jesus , 
j and  scourged  him . (Jno.  19.  1.)  He  did  this  cruel  act, 
in  order  that  he  might  satisfy  the  majice  of  the  Jews,  and 
afterwards  set  his  prisoner  at  liberty.  This  sentence  w as 
unjust,  infamous  and  cruel.  It  was  unjust,  because  it 
was  pronounced  against  a man,  whom  the  judge  had 
pronounced  to  be  innocent.  It  was  infamous,  because 
it  was  the  punishment  inflicted  on  common  slaves.  It 
was  cruel,  for  K was  purposely  inflicted,  to  satisfy  the 
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fury  of  the  Jews.  Observe,  however,  how  readily  and 
cheerfully  Christ  accepts  of  it,  saying  with  the  prophet, 
I am  ready  for  scourge «,  (Ps.  37.  18.)  in  order  that  I 
may  atone  for  your  sins. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  soon  as  the  sentence  was  utter- 
ed, the  ready  soldiers  impudently  strip  him  of  all  his 
clothes,  and  bind  him  to  a pillar.  Imagine  the  modest 
shame  and  virginal  blushes  of  this  chaste  Lamb  of  God, 
when  he  w..s  thus  exposed,  all  naked,  to  the  eyes  of  a 
rude  and  licentious  multitude.  Observe  with  what  rea- 
diness, he  stretches  out  his  arms  to  be  bound,  without 
making  the  least  complaint  or  resistance.  During  this 
cruel  scene,  imagine  you  hear  him  addressing  you,  Learn 
of  me , because  lam  meek  and  humble  of  heart.  (Mat. 
11.29.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Ponder  the  cruelty  of  this  scourg- 
ing. Ascetics  say,  that  the  instruments  used  were  of 
three  kinds,  viz:  thorny  rods,  sinews  of  beasts  and  chains. 
His  pains  were  greater,  in  consequence  of  his  being 
already  almost  exhausted  by  his  bloody  sweat,  his  ill- 
usage,  restless  night,  and  painful  journey,  that  morning. 
The  fury  of  his  tormentors  was,  besides,  increased  by 
die  surrounding  Pharisees,  who  excited  their  cruelty. 
It  was  revealed  to  St.  Brigit,  a saint  devoutly  attached 
to  the  contemplation  of  Christ’s  sufferings,  that  the  num- 
ber of  stripes  exceeded  five  thousand,  whilst  the  law 
of  Moses  forbade,  that  a common  malefactor  should 
receive  forty.  Thus  was  the  oracle  of  Isias  fulfilled: 
From  the  sole  of  the  foot , unto  the  top.  of  the  head , there 
is  no  soundness  therein.  (Is.  1.6.) 
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Christ  is  scourged  at  the  Pillar . 

PART  SECOND 

SATURDAY. 

imagine  you  see  Christ  our  Lord,  bound  to  the  pillar, 
surrounded  by  a company  of  insolent  soldiers,  and  ex- 
amine the  general  circumstances  of  this  cruel  scene. 

Who  is  he,  that  is  bound  to  the  pillar?  The  only  be- 
gotten Son  of  God,  the  splendour  of  his  glory , and  the 
figure  of  his  substance . He  is  higher  than  heaven , and 
deeper  than  hell ; he  is  the  most  high  creator , almighty 
and  powerful  King , and  greatly  to  be  feared , who  sit - 
teth  upon  his  throne , and  is  the  God  of  dominion . (Heb. 
1.  3.  Job,  11.  8/  Eccli  1.  8.)  Where  does  this  scene 
take  place?  In  the  midst  of  a populous  city,  in  the  open 
court  of  the  president,  in  presence  of  a whole  legion 
of  soldiers,  and  the  populace  of  a large  city. 

With  what  helps  ? He  is  destitute  of  all  human  as- 
sistance. There  was  no  one  to  appear  in  his  defence. 
I looked  about  and  there  was  none  to  help , I sought  and 
there  was  none  to  give  aid.  (Is.  63.  5.) 

Why  does  he  suffer  all  this  ? To  wash  away  your  sins 
with  his  blood.  He  received  on  his  shoulders,  stripes, 
which  you  have  deserved,  verifying  the  prediction  of  the 
prophet,  He  will  overshadow  thee  with  his  shoulders . 
(Ps.  90.  4.) 

How  does  he  suffer  ? By  his  own  free  choice,  cheer- 
fully, constantly,  and  in  silence.  He  was  dumb  as  a 
lamb  before  his  shearers.  (Vid.  Is.  53.  7.) 

When  did  this  scene  take  place  ? During  the  solemn 
festival  of  the  pasch,  at  a time  when  the  city  was  unusu- 
ally crowded  with  strangers,  who  bad  resorted  thither 
from  all  parts,  to  celebrate  the  feast.  These  circum- 
stances increased  the  ignominy  of  his  sufferings,  and  the 
confusion  of  the  sufferer. 
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FOURTH  SUNDAY  IN  LENT. 

On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  food  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Come  eat  my  bread  and  drink  the  wine,  which  I have  min- 
gled for  you. — [Prov  ix  5 ] 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  this  day’s  gospel, 
viz  : that  Christ  with  five  loaves  fed  five  thousand  per- 
sons. (Jno.  6.)  The  same  Christ  will  enter  this  day  into 
your  soul,  to  feed  it  with  a food  the  most  wholesome  and 
the  most  precious,  that  ever  could  exist,  his  own  pieci- 
ous  body  and  blood  : For  my  flesh  is  meat  indeed , and 
my  blood  is  drink  indeed . (Jno.  6.  56.)  To  remove 
your  apprehensions  and  fears,  he  himself  invites  you  to  his 
feast : Eat , O friends , and  drink , and  be  inebriated  my 
dearly  beloved.  (Cant.  5.  1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Corporal  food  produces  three  ef- 
fects on  the  body  ; it  strengthens,  satiates,  and  preserves 
life.  Three  similar  effects,  as  the  angelical  doctor  ob- 
serves, (vid.  Opus.  58.  9.)  are  produced  in  the  soul  by 
the  eucharistic  bread.  This  divine  food  strengthens  it, 
by  giving  it  grace  and  virtue  to  overcome  vice  and  bad 
habits.  Next,  it  satiates  the  soul,  by  creating  a disgust 
•f  earthly  pleasures;  for,  as  the  wise  man  says,  a soul 
that  is  full  shall  tread  ufion  the  honey-comb,  (Prov.  27. 
7,)  that  is,  it  will  despise  the  vanities  and  follies  of  the 
world.  Lastly,  it  preserves  the  spiritual  life  of  the  soul, 
and  advances  it  to  immortality.  He,  who  eateth  this 
bread , says  Christ  himself,  shall  live  for  ever.  (Ino.  6. 
59.)  How  great  a happiness  it  is,  to  feed  upon  such 
bread. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  most  salubrious  food  pro- 
duces no  good  effect  on  the  body,  if  the  digestive  pow- 
ers be  disordered.  Distempered  bodies  are  endangered 
by  delicacies,  because,  what  would  otherwise  be  nutri- 
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tive,  is  converted  into  noxious  humours.  Take  care 
then,  to  prepare  your  9oul,  if  you  desire  to  taste  and  see , 
that  the  Lord  is  sweet . (Ps.  33.  9.)  Rid  your  soul  of 
evil  inclinations,  which  prevent  spiritual  digestion.  Let 
a man  firove  himself,  and  so  let  him  eat  qf  that  bread , 
and  drink  of  the  chalice . (1.  Cor.  11.  28.) 


Christ  is  crowned  with  thorns . 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  From  Christ’s  excessive  love  of 
suffering  for  our  sake,  he  is  not  content  to  endure  ordi- 
nary pains  only,  but  he  permits  the  soldiers  to  invent  an 
unheard  of  manner  of  torture.  They  strip  him  of  his 
clothes,  which  by  this  time  clung  to  his  lacerated  body, 
and  thus  opened  his  wounds  afresh:  then  they  clothe 
him  in  a ragged  purple  robe,  as  a mock-king.  Ob- 
serve how  this  meek  lamb  of  God,  suffers  his  perse- 
cutors to  abuse  him  at  pleasure,  without  making  the 
least  resistance  or  complaint.  Then  was  fulfilled  the 
oracle  of  David,  I became  as  a man , who  bearethnot , 
and  who  hath  no  reproofs  in  his  mouth.  (JPs.  37.  1*58.) 

. II.  Consider,  2d»  And  platting  a crown  of  thorns , 
th$y  put  it  upon  his  head*  (Mat.  27.  29.)  O unheard 
of  cruelty!  Go  forth  ye  daughters  qf  Sion , and  see  King 
Solomon  in  the  diadem , wherewith  his  mother , (the 
synagogue,  which  was  his  mother  according  to  the  flesh) 
crowned  him . (Cantic.  3.  11.)  Away  with  all  pride, 
away  with,  sensuality.  Be  ashamed , says  St.  {Bernard, 
to  be  a delicate  member,  under  a thorny  head.  (Bjer. 
Ser.  $.  Om*  S S.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  they  put  a reed  in.  hip  right 
hand.  And  bowing  the  knee  before  him , they  mccM 
him,  saying , Hail,  King  of  the  Jews.  (Mat.  Sup*) 
What  indignities!  what  torments!  Ponder  deeply’ each 
word  of  this  simple  and  afflicting  detail.  Qbserye  jiow 
this  king  of  patience,  holds  in  hi&  h^nd  {this  speptrc  pf 
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scorn  and  derision,  in  order  to  provoke  you  to  imitation. 
Then  were  accomplished  the  words  of  Isaias,  BehoH 
my  tervanty  whom  I have  chosen)  in  whom  my  soul 
hath  been  well  pleated.  He  shall  not  contend)  nor  cry 
out  s neither  t hall  any  man  hear  hit  voice  in  the  streets* 
The  bruited  reed  he  shall  not  break , and  the  smoaking 
flax  he  shallnot  extinguish,  till  he  tend  forth  judgment 
unto  victory.  (Mat.  12.  18.  and  Is.  42.  1.) 


Behold  the  Man . . 

« 

PART  FIRST.  * 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  came  forth , bearing  the 
crown  of  thorns , and  the  purple  garment.  (Jno.  19.  5.) 
In  order  to  move  the  Jews  to  compassion,  Pilate  brought 
Jesus  before  the  people  scourged  and  crowned,  as  he 
was.  Conceive  what  confusion. it  must  have  been  to  our 
Lord,  to  be  thus  exposed  to  the  Pharisees  and  his  other 
enemies,  and  with  what  patience  our  meek  lamb  bore 
this  ignominy.  Oh,  how  you  are  changed,  sweet  Jesus, 
from  the  condition^  in  which  you  were  seen  glorious 
on  Mount  Thebar ! How  different  In  appearance  from 
that  divioe  being,  who  sat  upon  the  cherubim,  display- 
ing the  rays  of  your  majesty  to  the  highest  heavens  1 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  Pilate  said,  behold  the  man . 
(Sup.)  He  was  so  disfigured,  that  he  hardly  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  a man.  How  true  was  the  oracle  of  the  pm* 
phet,  There  it  no  beauty  in  Aim,  nor  comeliness , and  we 
have  seen  him)  and  there  was  no  sightliness  that  we 
should  be  desirous  of  him . (Is.*  53.  2.)  Who  would  net 
melt  into  tears  at  beholding  so  sad  a spectacle  i Yet 
the  hard-hearted  Jews  are  not  only  unmoved,  but  thiff 
try  out  with  unparalleled  ferocity,.  Crucify  him)  Crucify 
him.  (Jno.  19.  6.)  O most  beautiful  of  the  sons  of  mop, 
where  is  now  that  gracious  countenance  of  yours  ? M& 

S 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOURTH  WEEK 


«os 

pot  consider  that  lam  brown , because  the  sun  hath  at 
tered  my  colour.  (Canti.  1.5.)  The  sun  and  heat  of  your 
charity  have  indeed  changed  your  colour,  and  have  given 
you  die  appearance  of  a worm  and  no  man,  the  reproach 
of  men  and  the  outcast  of  the  people.  (Ps.  31.  7.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Pilate  had  long  laboured  to  re- 
lease Christ,  but  when  he  heard  these  words,  Jf  thou 
release  this  man,  thou  art  not  Cesar’s  friend,  (Sup.) 
he  yielded  to  the  malicious  importunity  of  the  Jews. 
His  policy  induced  him  to  fear,  lest  any  accusation 
might  be  brought  against  him  at  the  imperial  court 
Take  care  that  no  such  human  respects  ever  prevail  up- 
on you,  thus  to  act  in  opposition  to  equity  and  justice. 
He,  whofeareth  man,  says  Solomon,  shall  quickly  fad, 
he,  who  trusteth  in  the  Lord,  shall  be  set  on  high 
fPror.  39.  35.) 


Behold  the  Man. 

PART  SECOND. 

WEDNESDAY. 

),  Consider,  1st.  Having  represented  Christ,  to  the 
%yes  of  your  soul,  crowned  with  thorns,  and  clad  in  a 
lobe  of  scoiji,  covered  with  wounds,  and  hunting  under 
them,  imagine  you  hear  the  words,  behold  the  man,  ad- 
dressed  to  you,  by  the  Hedy  Ghost.  Believe,  that  the 
divine  Spirit  thus  addresses  you,  in  order,  that  you  may 
more  attentively  contemplate  the  Man-God.  He,  whom 
wou  behold,  clothed  in  the  semblance  of  man,  is  the 
supreme  God,  the  Lord  of  all  things,  the  long  expected 
Messias,  your  Saviour,  the  teacher  and  shepherd  of  your 
soul.  For  love  of  you,  he  has  thus  debased  himself, 
beneath  the  condition  of  a slave. 

II.  Consider,  3d.  Next  imagine,  that  these  same 
Words,  behold  the  man,  are  addressed  to  you,  by  the 
eternal  Father,  proposing  his  Son  to  you,  as  an  exaffl- 
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pie  of  every  virtue)  which  you  ought  to  imitate.  Be- 
hold the  many  behold  the  servanty  whom  I have  chosen , 
my  belovcdy  in,  whom  my  soul  hath  been  well  pleased. 
(Mat.  12.  18.)  My  Son  suffers  himself  to  be  contemned 
and  insulted)  to  heal  your  pride  ; he  is  naked,  in  order, 
that  he  may  correct  your  covetousness ; he  enduree 
excessive  torments,  to  atone  for  your  sensualities;  he 
turns  his  cheeek  to  the  strikery  to  teach  you  how  to 
annihilate  your  angry  passions.  Examine  in  what  you 
can  imitate  him. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  These  words,  behold  the  man,  may 
be  addressed  by  you,  and  by  the  whole  church  to  the 
eternal  Father,  offering  Christ  as  a pacific  host  for  all 
our  sins.  O eternal  God,  behold  the  man,  who  in  the 
name,  and  on  behalf  of  all  mankind,  offers  himself  as  an 
atonement  for  Adam’s  transgression.  He  is  the  profit* 
tiationfor  our  sinsy  therefore,  beholdy  O Lordy  our  pro- 
tectory and  look  on  the  face  of  thy  Christ . (1.  Jno.  2. 

2,  and  Ps.  83.  10.)  Say  the  same  often  to  yourself, 
with  feelings  of  affectionate  compassion  for  your  suffer- 
mg  Saviour,  of  gratitude  for  his  numerous  torments  en- 
dured for  you,  of  confidence  and  hope  in  so  much  good- 
ness and  of  an  ardent  desire  to  imitate  his  example,  and 
of  suffering  for  the  love  of  your  Redeemer. 


Christ  is  condemned  to  Death* 
THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  Pilate  was  sitting  on  the  judg- 
ment seaty  his  wtfe  sent  to  hiitiy  saying y Have  thou, 
nothing  to  do  with  that  just  many  for  I have  suffered 
many  things  this  dayy  in  a dreamy  on  account  qf  him . 
(Mat.  27.  19.)  Contemplate  the  goodness  of  God,  who 
by  various  means  endeavours  to  divert  sinners  from 
guilt,  as  he  did  in  this  case  in  regard  to  Pilate.  It  was  true 
of  him,  as  it  is  of  all  other  sinners,  Destruction  is  thy  ownt 
O Israel . (Osee  13.  9 ) How  often  has  he  admonish- 
ed you,  by  speaking  mteriorly  to  your  heart,  by  holy 
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inspirations,  laid  exteriorly  by  preachers  and  superiors, 
forbidding  you  to  do  this  or  that,  and  yet  you  have  ne- 
glected their  words.  Be  more  attentive  hereafter  to  these 
divine  admonitions. 

IL  And  Pilate  seeing  that  he  prevailed  nothing , but 
that  rather  a tumult  was  made / having  taken  water, 
washed  his  hands  before  the  people,  saying,  I am  inno~ 
cent  of  the  blood  <f  this  just  man , look  ye  to  it.  (Mat.  27* 
24.)  Yet  at  the  same  time,  he  pronounced  sentence  of 
death  against  him.  Thus  many  pretend  by  their  actions  to 
be  innocent,  but  keep  no  restraint  over  their  tongues; 
they  do  not  offend  against  their  neighbours  by  outward 
action,  but  make  no  scruple  of  injuring  them  by  detrac- 
tion. Listen  to  the  embittered  cry  of  the  Jews.  Hi* 
blood  be  upon  us , and  upon  our  children . (Sup.)  Ob- 
serve how  passion  drives  its  votaries  head-long  to  per- 
dition and  guard  against  its  effects  in  yourself 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  And  Pilate  gave  sentence,  that 
their  petition  should  be  granted.  (Luk.  23-  24.).  Re- 
flect how  unjust  this  sentence  was.  The  author  of  life 
is  condemned  to  death,  almost  m the  same  breathy  that 
be  is  pronounced  innocent  and  just.  How  criminal  was 
the  action  of  PRate,  when  he  yielded 'to*  the  unjust  de- 
mands of  the  Jews!  For  your  party  bcf  steady  apd  resolute 
in  defence  of  justice,  although  a thousand  deaths  should 
threaten  you.  Imagine-  with  what  shouts  of  joy  and 
applause,  the  people  welcomed  this  sentence,  and  how 
the  priests  and  Pharisees  triumphed.  Ponder  the  feel- 
ings of  Christ  at  the  time.  He  made  no  complaint  nor 
opposition,  but  with  undaunted  coinage,  delivered  him - 
se(f  to  him , who  judged  him  unjustly.  (1.  Pet.  2.  23.) 


Christ  carries  hie  Cress. 


FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  is  condemned  to  die, 
he  is  stript  of  the  purple  robe,  and  clothed  in  his  own 
garment  again,  in  order  that  he  might  be  better  known, 
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feeing  in  his  own  attire.  He  is  not  relieved,  however,  of 
Bis  crown  of  thorns.  In  like  manner,  if  you  wish  to 
carry  the  cross  after  your  Saviour,  you  must  cast  off  the 
purple  robe,  that  is,  every  affection  to  the  world,  and 
put  on  the  garment  and  livery  of  Christ,  viz:  mildness 
and  patience,  according  to  the  command  of  the  apostle* 
put  ye  on  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ . (Rom.  13.  14.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  the  cross  was  brought 
forth,  our  Saviour  without  doubt  exulted,  and  with 
greater  reason,  than  did  afterwards  his  disciple  St.  An- 
drew,'who,  as  St.  Bernard  writes,  addressed  his  cross  to 
this  effect,  Welcome  precious  cross , long-wished  for , en- 
tirely beloved , and  now  at  last  prepared  to  my  heart's 
desire . (Lib.  7.  10  ) He  then  embraced  it,  and  took  it 
on  his  shoulders.  What  shouting  and  laughter  arose  on 
that  occasion  among  the  people!  For  his  greater  igno- 
miny two  thieves  are  conducted  with  him;  but  with 
what  difference  both  of  countenance  and  disposition  of 
•mind  do  they  bear  their  several  crosses!  Think  whom 
you  would  wish  to  imitate  in  carrying  yours. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  bearing  his  own  cross,  hd 
went  forth  (John,  19.  17.)  between  two  thieves,  and 
preceded  by  a public  crier,  announcing  the  cause  of  his 
condemnation.  Thus  did  Isaac  formerly  carry  on  his 
shoulders  the  wood  for  the  sacrifice,  of  which  his  father 
had  destined  him  to  be  the  victim.  See  how  the  tender 
and  feeble  members  of  your  Saviour  sink  under  the 
weight.  O angels  of  heaven,  why  do  you  not  ease  hint 
of  his  burden?  Your  sins  were  more  burdensome  to 
him,  than  was  even  his  cross:  for  the  Lord  hath  laid  off 
him  the  iniquity  of  us  all . (Is.  53.  6.) 


Christ  meets  his  blessed  Mother. 

SATURDAY, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  soon  as  Christ  was  sentenced  to 
death,  the  news  was  probably  conveyed  to  his  blessed  mg* 
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ther,  by  some  one  of  his  disciples.  Ponder  how,  on  this 
occasion,  the  prophecy  of  Simeon  was  fully  verified;  for 
her  soul  was  truly  pierced  with  the  sword  of  sorrow.— 
She  might  well  have  applied  the  affecting  expressions 
of  David,  in  regard  to  his  son  Absolom,  to  her  suffering 
son.— Jlfy  son  Jesus , Jesus , my  sony  would  to  God  that  I 
might  die  for  thee , Jesus  my  son,  my  son  Jesus . (Vid. 
2.  Kings,  18.  33.)  She  resigned  herself,  however,  to 
the  will  of  God,  saying,  Ne  vertheless , as  it  shall  be  the 
Will  of  God,  in  heaven,  so  let  it  be  done . (1.  Mac.  30. 60.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Notwithstanding  her  sorrows,  it  is 
most  probable,  that  she  resolved  immediately  to  go  to 
the  place  of  execution,  and  give  her  last  embrace  to  her 
son.  She  remains,  therefore,  with  the  other  women,  by 
the  side  of  the  way,  through  which  her  suffering  son  was 
to  pass.  Reflect  on  her  agonizing  pains,  when  she  saw 
the  rabble  advancing  with  ladders,  hammers  and  nails, 
and  other  instruments  of  punishment*  But  what  must 
her  feelings  have  been,  when  she  beheld  her  son  pro- 
ceeding between  two  thieves,  loaded  with  a heavy  cross, 
and  beaten  along  by  inhuman  soldiers.  Condole  with 
the  two  sufferers,  and  grieve  that  your  sins  hare  been 
the  cause  of  their  pains  and  torments. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words  of  Christ  addressed  to 
the  other  women,  who  shed  tears  as  he  passed  by, 
daughters  qf  Jerusalem , weeft  not  over  me;  but  weeft 
for  yourselves,  and  for  your  children:  for  f in  the 
green  wood , they  do  these  things , what  shall  be  done 
rn  the  dry ? (Luk.  23.  28.  31.)  Christ  was  the  green 
wood,  and  we  sinners  are  the  dry  wood,  more  calculated 
for  the  fire.  If  the  green  wood  underwent  such  a beat 
of  sufferings,  for  the  sins  of  others,  how  great  will  be  the 
sufferings  of  sinnners  in  hell,  or  purgatory,  for  their 
own!  If  the  Father  so  severely  chastised  the  sins  of 
others,  in  the  person  of  his  most  innocent  and  well  be- 
loved Son,  how  much  more  will  he  punish  them  on  the 
offenders  themselves.  That  day  of  wrath , calamity, 
and  misery , fHym.  Ecc.)  will  certainly  arrive  for  us  aU. 
Weep,  therefore,  for  yourself  now,  that  you  may  not  be 
forced  to  weep  forever. 
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On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  a hidden  God. 

% 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I will  wait  for  the  Lord,  who  hath  hidden  his  face  from  the 
house  of  Jacob,  and  I will  look  for  him. — [Is.^viii.  17.] 

PASSION  SUNDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  this 
Sunday,  viz:  that  Christ  hid  himself  from  the  Jews,  for 
they  wished  to  stone  him  to  death.  (Jno.  8.  59.)  In  me- 
mory of  this  the  crosses  are  this  day  covered  in  our  chur- 
ches. Christ  himself  is  termed  by  Isaias,  a hidden 
God.  Verily  thou  art  a hidden  God>  the  God  qf  Israel , 
the  Saviour . (45.  15.)  Speaking  of  him  in  his  passion, 
the  same  prophet  observes,  his.  look  was  as  it  were  hid- 
den and  desfiised . (53,  3.)  He  concealed  his  divinity 
under  the  disguise  of  flesh  and  blood,  his  glory  under 
the  ignominy  of  his  passion,  and  both  his  human  and  divine 
natures  under  the  appearances  of  bread  and  wine.  Hence 
the  royal  prophet  .with  propriety  exclaims,  O how  great 
is  the  multitude  of  thy  sweetness , 0 Lord , which  thou 
hast  hidden  for  those , who  fear  thee . (Ps.  30.  20.) 

IL  Consider,  2d.  Not  only  is  the  flesh  of  Jesus 
Christ  hidden  from  our  senses  in  the  holy  eucharist,  but 
for  the  greater  merit  of  our  faith,  the  virtue  and  efficacy 
of  this  sacrament  are  often  concealed.  Hence,  not  all 
those  who  approach  it,  taste  of  its  sweetness.  It  is  no- 
thing less  than  death  to  the  bady  as  it  if  life  to  the  good . 
(Hym.  Ecc.)  Even  among  the  good,  its  effects  are  not 
always  similar:  Hence  by  the  mouth  of  St.  John,  God 
says,  To  him%  that  over  cometh,  I will  give  the  hidden 
manna , and  will  give  him  a white  stone , m new  nams 
written , which  no  man  knoweth,  but  he  that  recerveth 
U.  (Apoc.  2.  17.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  If  you  desire  to  discover  the  sweet- 
ness of  this  hidden  manna,  you  must  master  your  incli- 
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nations  and  passions:  to  him  tha  t overcometh , I will  give 
the  hidden  manna . (Sup.)  You  must  be  humble  in  your 
own  eyes:  thou  hast  hidden  these  things  from  the  wist 
and  the  prudent , and  hast  revealed  them  to  little  ones . 
(Mat.  11.  25.)  You  must  hide  yourself  in  the  cliffs  of 
the  rocky  (Cant!.  2.  14.)  that  is,  in  the  wounds  of  Christ 
and  in  contemplation  of  his  passion ; and  thus  you  may 
suck  honey  out  of  the  rock . (Deut.  32.  13.)  For  the  rock 
as  the  Apostle  observes,  is  Christ . (1.  Cor.  10.  4.) 


On  the  Crucifixion  of  our  Lord. 

PART  FIRST, 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Being  come  to  the  place  appoint* 
ed  for  his  execution,  Christ  is  again  stript  of  his  clothes, 
before  the  multitude  at  large,  and  before  the  insolent  sol- 
diery, who  sought  for  nothing  more  ardently  than  subjects 
of  scorn  and  scurrility.  This  ignominy,  due  only  to  our 
sins,  Christ  bears  with  the  utmost  patience ; and  in  his 
own  person,  gives  us  an  example  of  the  most  perfect 
evangelical  poverty.  In  order  that  no  one  of  his  senses 
might  escape  untormented,  they  gave  him  wine  to  drink 
mingled  with  gaily  and  when  he  had  tastedy  he  would 
not  drink . (Mat.  27. 34.)  He  did  not  refuse  the  draught  in 
consequence  of  the  gall,  but  as  St.  Ambrose  remarks, 
he  rejected  that  bitternessy  which  was  mingled  with  wine . 
(In  Luc.  2.  25.)  ^Christ  wished  to  drink  the  chalice  of 
his  passion,  unmixed  with  any  sweetness.  Be  ashamed 
at  your  sensual  disposition,  and  at  your  murmurs  when 
it  is  not  gratified. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  place  on  which  the  scene  was 
acted  was  a high  hill,  exposed  to  the  view  of  all.  This 
circumstance  added  to  his  ignominy;  and  the  place  was 
loathsome,  because  it  was  covered  with  bones.  Christ 
made  choice  of  an  obscure  placofor  his  nativity,  in  order 
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to  conceal  his  glory,  but  he  chose  to  be  suspended  aloft 
on  a cross,  for  his  greater  ignominy.  How  different  are 
the  ideas  of  men  from  those  of  God  l My  thoughts  are 
not  your  thoughts , nor  your  ways  my  waysy  saith  the 
Lord.  (Is.  55.  8.)  We  attempt  to  conceal  whatever 
tends  to  disgrace  us,  but  we  display  to  the  world  what- 
ever is  calculated  to  attract  its  attention  and  commenda- 
tion. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  suffered  at  the  most  solemn 
festival  of  Easter,  at  the  time  when  the  city  was  unusu- 
ally crowded  with  strangers,  in  open  day,  at  noon.  The- 
choice  of  place  and  time  were  Christ’s,  for  he  was  offer - 
edj  because  it  was  his  own  wilt , (Is.  53.  7.)  at  the  time 
and  the  place,  which  he  selected,  and  with  the  compa- 
nions, whom  he  had  chosen.  This  he  did  in  order  to 
teach  us,  by  his  own  example,  to  contemn  every  tempo- 
ral consideration  and  worldly  idea. 


On  the  Crucifixion  of  our  Lord. 

# m 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  all  things  were  ready  for  his 
crucifixion'  Christ  is  thrown  down  upon  his  cross  by  his 
executioners.  Observe  how  this  second  Isaac  is  laid  on 
the  altar  upon  the  pile  of  woody  (Gen.  22.  9.)  offering 
himself  a sacrifice  to  his  eternal  Father.  See  how  he 
stretches  out  his  hands  to  the  places  where  they  were  to 
be  nailed  to  the  cross,  to  atone  for  Adam’s  stretching 
forth  his  hand  to  the  forbidden  fruit.  Mark  the  streams 
of  blood  running  down  upon  the  ground,  and  learn,  as  the 
Apostle  exhorts  you,  to  crucify  your  flesh  with  the  vi~ 
ces  and  concupiscences . (Gal.  5.  24.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  if ow  excessive  must  have  been  the 
torments,  which  Christ  endured  in  his  hands  and  feet,  in. 
consequence  of  the  numerous  sinews,  which  are  found 
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there.  They  were  violently  stretched  out,  and  probably 
disjointed,  according  to  the  words  of  the  prophet  s They 
have  dug  my  hands  and  feet , they  haroe  numbered  all 
my  bones . (Ps.  21.  17.)  Compassionate  your  Lord,  and 
grieve  that  you  have  been  the  cause  of  his  pains.  Ac* 
knowledge , O man , cries  out  St.  Bernard,  How  griev • 
ous  your  wounds  of  sin  are,  for  which  it  was  necessary 
that  our  Lord  should  be  wounded . (Ser.  de  Natiy.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  Christ  had  been  nailed  to 
the  cross,  it  was  elevated  and  let  down  with  violence  in- 
to the  trench  prepared  to  receive  it  Reflect  on  the 
torture,  which  this  shock  must  have  given  him.  O what 
a spectacle  to  the  world , and  to  angels  and  to  men  ! (1. 
Cor.  4.  9.)  It  was  a spectacle  of  compassion  and  aston- 
ishment to  the  angels,  of  scorn  and  derision  to  the  wicked, 
but  of  example  to  the  just,  and  a sacrifice  most  accep- 
table to  the  eternal  Father.  Fall  down  in  spirit  at  the  foot 
of  the  cross,  and  with  pious  affection  collect  the  dropping 
blood,  and  indulge  such  sentiments  as  the  occasion  shall 
suggest. 


On  the  Crucifixion  of  our  Lord*- 

PART  THIRD. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  situation  your  Redeemer,  hang- 
ing on  his  cross.  He  receives  no  comfort  either  from 
those  around  him,  or  from  his  divinity,  whose  operations 
he  suspended  for  his  greater  suffering.  If  he  moved  his 
body,  it  was  tormented  afresh  by  the  wounds  in  his 
hands  and  his  feet,  on  which  his  whole  body  hung.  If  he 
moved  his  head,  the  thorns  were  pressed  deeper  into  it* 
Not  the  least  sigh  or  moan,  however,  was  heard  to  pro- 
ceed from  him.  He  offered  all  his  sufferings  to  his  eter- 
nal Father  for  your  sins. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they , that  passed  by , bias • 
phemed  him.  (Mat.  27. 39,  &c.)  - The  priests,  the  citi- 
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xens  and  the  soldiers  united  in  insulting  him.  They 
accused  him  of  a want  of  power:  he  saved  others , they 
vociferate,  himself  he  cannot  save . They  condemned 
him  of  arrogance,  for  assuming  the  title  of  lung.  If  he  be 
the  king  of  Israel , let  him  now  come  down  from  the  cross . 
They  said  he  affected  to  be  the  Son  of  God,  and  vainly 
relied  on  his  assumed  title:  He  trusted  in  God,  let  him 
deliver  him  now,  \f  he  will  have  him.  Lastly,  they  ac- 
cused him  of  pride:  Vah,  thou , who  destroyest  the  tern- 
file  qf  God , and  in  three  days  buildest  it  ufi  again . 
(Vid.  Sup.)  During  all  this  insolence  Christ  preserves 
the  most  profound  silence.  Truly  he  was  filled  with  re - 
firoachesJ  {Vid.  Lam.  3.  30.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  did  not  come  down  from 
his  cross,  or  shorten  the  duration  of  his  pains,  although 
he  might  have  easily  done  so,  but  continues  to  suffer  to 
his  last  breath,  without  admitting  any  comfort,  in  or- 
der to  teach  you  to  persevere  in  good  to  the  end . Never 
forget,  that  he  suffered  all  this  for  your  sins.  He  was 
wounded  for  our  iniquities , he  was  bruised  for  our 
sins.  (Is.  53.  5.)  Beware,  therefore,  lest  by  returning 
to  sin,  you  crucfy  again,  as  St.  Paul  observes,  the  Son 
of  God  to  your  everlasting  destruction.  (Heb.  6.  6.) 


On  Christ’s  First  Word  on  the  Cross , u Father 
forgive  them,”  8£c. — (Lnk.  28.  34>.J 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  was  sent  mto  the  worid,  by 
his  heavenly  Father,  to  teach  us  the  way  of  salvation. 
This  is  my  beloved  Son , hear  him . (Luk.  9.  35.)  It 
is  our  duty,  then,  to  listen  with  attention  to  whatever  les- 
sons he  may  deign  to  give  us.  Be  attentive  then  to  se- 
ven important  lessons,  which  he  gives  to  mankind  from 
his  cross ; be  a diligent  disciple  in  his  school,  in  order, 
d»t  you  may  be  able  to  say  with  the  apostle,  1 judgr 
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ed  not  myself  to  know  any  thing y among  youy  but  Je- 
sus Christy  and  him  crucified . (1.  Cor.  2.  2.)  1 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  first  lesson,  which  Christ 
gives,  is  the  love  of  our  enemies.  Father  forgive  tkemy 
for  they  know  not  what  they  do.  (Sup.)  He  does  not  call 
down  fire  from  heaven  against  his  persecutors,  as  did 
Elias,  nor  did  he  curse  them  as  did  Elizeus,  but  with 
unparalleled  charity  prays  for  their  pardon.  Hence  his 
prophet  Isaias  says,  he  hath  borne  the  sins  qf  many,  | 
and  hath  prayed  for  the  transgressors . (Is.  53.  12.) 
On  this  occasion  he  practised  the  lesson,  which  he 
taught,  when  he  said,  Pray  for  those  that  persecute 
and  calumniate  you.  (Mat.  5.  44.)  Examine  whs*  i 
ther  you  practise  this  lesson,  not  only  in  regard  to  your  1 
real  enemies,  but  also  in  regard  to  your  companions 
and  friends,  when  they  may  chance  to  offend  you. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  circumstances  attending  this 
prayer  of  our  suffering  Saviour.  Who  addresses  the 
prayer?  The  only  and  well-beloved  Son  of  God.  To 
whom  does  he  address  it?  To  his  eternal  Father.  When  ? 
When  he  is  exhausted  with  long  sufferings,  and  ready  to 
expire.  In  what  place  ? Nailed  to  a cross,  and  in  ut- 
most pain.  In  what  terms  does  he  pray  ? In  lew  words, 
but  they  were  full  of  affection,  and  mingled  with  sighs, 
tears  and  blood.  For  whom  does  he  pray  ? For  sinners; 
for  those  very  men,  who  had  placed  him  in  this  cruel  si- 
tuation. What  is  the  object  of  his  prayer?  Mercy.  He 
addresses  his  petition  to  his  Father,  before  all,  even  Ids 
persecutors,  in  order  that  you  may  learn  mildness  and 
charity  towards  all,  and  on  all  occasions. 


On  the  Second  Word,  “This  day  thou  shait  bt 
urith  me  in  Paradise.” — ( Luk . 88. 48 .) 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  was  none  of  the  least  ignominies, 
which  Christ  suffered,  to  be  suspended  between  two 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 


WEEK*  HI 

thieves.  On  this  occasion  was  fulfilled  thegpmfc  oflaaitty 
he  was  reputed  with  the  wicked . (53.  12.)  Out  Siviour 
was  born  in  a stable,  between  two  brute  beasts,  and  he 
died  between  two  thieves,  to  inculcate  the  necessity'  of 
humility;  although  in  heaven  he  be  seated  between  the 
Father  and  the  Holy  Ghost.  St  Ambrose  observes,  (in 
Luc.  c.  23.)  that  Christ  himself  was  a thief  in  mystery 
since  he  has  robbed  our  enemy  the  devil  of  his  weapons! 
and  snatched,  from  him  one  of  the  thieves , on  his  cross . 
Pray  that  he  may  rob  you  of  your  heart,  and  that  hence- 
forward it  may  be  devoted  to  him -alone. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  These  words  of  Christ:  This  day 
thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise.  (Sup.)  Admire  the 
riches  qf  God’s  bounty,  and  his  forbearance.  He  select^ 
an  infamous  robber,  and  makes  him  heir  to  his  kingdom^ 
and  he  does  this  without  any  delay,  and  at  the  first  word; 
This  day  thou  shalt  be  with  me  in  paradise . He  give* 
the  thief  incomparably  more  than  he  asked  of  him;  for 
he  only  asked  to  be  remembered  in  his  kingdom.  St 
Ambrose  again  remarks,  (Ubi.  Sup.)  Our  Lord  ever 
bestows  more  than  is  demanded  of  him , and  his  grant 
is  greater  than  the  petition . Who  would  not  yrilungly 
love  and  serve  so  good  and  bounteous  a Lord  ? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  On  this  occasion,  there  were  three 
kinds  of  sufferers.  One  suffered  deservedly  and  impa- 
tiently, viz.  the  bad  thief.  Another  suffered  according 
to  his  deserts,  but  he  bore  his  pains  with  patience,  ana 
this  was  the  good  thief.  But  the  third,  viz.  Christ;  was 
tormented  without  deserving  it,  and  these  tonnents  hi 
bore  with  unexampled  patience  and  fortitude*  Endea- 
vour to  be  one  of  the  two  last  kind  of  sufferers;  a$ 
least  suffer  as  the  good  thief  did,  and  confess  with  holy 
Job,  I have  sinned , and  indeed  1 have  offended , and  a 
have  not  received  what  1 have  deserved.  (3fi#  27«) 
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On  the  Third,  Word,  “ Woman,  behold  thy  Son.* 

( Jno . 19.  86 .) 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  there  stood  by  the  cross  of 
Jesus , his  mother . (Jno.  19.  25.)  View  his  blessed  mo- 
ther and  other  devout  persons  standing  under  the  cross; 
and  learn  from  thence,  that  the  lovers  of  Christ  always 
love  his  cross,  and  that  the  nearer  they  stand  to  it,  the  * 
more  they  show  their  love  towards  him,  who  hung  on  it. 
Reflect  on  the  feelings  of  the  blessed  Virgin,  when  she 
saw  her  son,  the  deserving  delight  of  her  heart,  so  bar- 
barously treated.  Your  son,  O Virgin , says  St.  Bona- 
venture,  suffered  in  his  body , but  you  in  your  mind $ the 
Various  wounds , which  were  inflicted  over  all  his  bodyy 
met  in  one , in  your  heart . Nevertheless,  she  gave  no 
signs  of  impatience,  nor  did  she  do  any  thing  unbecom- 
ing her  character  and  person,  in  order  that  you  might 
learn  to  compassionate  Christ,  together  with  her,  and  to 
suffer  your  own  adversities  with  fortitude. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Womany  behold  thy  son . He  does 
not  call  her  Mother,  but  woman,  in  order  to  teach  his  fol- 
lowers that  those,  who  are  wholly  employed  in  doing  the 
will  of  his  Father,  must  pay  no  regard  to  flesh  and  blood. 
He  did  not  wish,  besides,  to  inflict  a deeper  wound  in 
her  heart,  by  using  the  tender  name  of  Mother.  He  re- 
commends to  her  care  his  disciple  St.  John,  and  in  him 
all  Christians ; in  order  that  she,  who  is  so  powerful  be- 
fore God,  might  be  a Mother  to  us  all.  She  accepts 
the  charge  willingly,  and  hence  she  is  deservedly  styled 
by  the  saints,  the  ' Mother  of  the  living . Recommend 
yourself,  therefore,  to  her,  and  say  with  the  church,  show 
if  ourself  a mother . (Hym.  Ecc.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Behold  your  mother . He  wishes 
you  to  have  recourse  to  her,  as  a child  has  to  his  mother, 
and  to  love  and  respect  her  as  your  own  parent  By 
this  expression  he  also  teaches  you  to  love,  respect  and 
assist  your  parents  to  their  last  breath.  Observe  how 
be  recommends  the  yirgin  John  to  his  virgin  Mother. 
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Be,  therefore,  a lover  of  chastity,  if  you  wish  to  be  rank* 
ed  among  the  sons  of  Mary.  Imitate  St.  John,  in  devo- 
tion to  your  sacred  Mother.  From  that  hour  the  died* 
pie  took  her  to  hie  own . (Jno.  19.  27.) 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a mild  King. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Behold,  thy  king  cometh  to  thee,  meek.— [Mat.  xxi.  5.) 

PALM  SUNDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Behold , thy  king  cometh  to  thee + 
meek . (Sup.)  Thou  art  thyself \ my  king  and  my  Godf 
who  commandest  the  eaving  qf  Jacob . (Ps.  43.  5.)  Up- 
on other  occasions  he  displays  himself  to  us  as  the  king 
of  majesty,  a powerful  king,  or  the  king  of  terrors ; but 
in  his  passion  he  assumes  the  character  of  a mild  king, 
who,  when  he  suffered , he  threatened  not . (1.  Pet.  2.  23.) 
The  same  being  is,  therefore,  to-day,  represented  seated 
on  an  ass,  who  on  other  occasions  eitteth  on  the  Cheru • 
bim,  and  walketh  on  the  wings  qf  the  winds . (Ps.  98. 
1.  and  103.  3.)  In  this  character  of  mildness,  he  will 
visit  you  to-day  in  the  holy  eucharist ; and  in  order  that 
you  may  not  dread  his  majesty,  he  has  concealed  him- 
self under  the  disguise  of  food,  and  with  admirable  pa- 
tience and  mildness,  suffers  himself  to  be  received  and 
deposited  in  the  breasts,  not  only  of  his  friends,  but  also  of 
his  enemies. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  With  what  ardour  you  ought  to 
wish,  that  this  king  would  come  and  reign  in  your  soul, 
and  subdue  all  your  unruly  passions.  He  is  infinitely, 
wise,  and  therefore,  he  can  direct  you;  infinitely  powerful^ 
and  therefore,  he  can  protect  you;  infinitely  rich  and  boun- 
tiful, and  therefore,  he  can  reward  and  crown  you.  Thp 
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Lordruhth  me,  exclaims  holy  David,  and  I shall  want 
‘toothing.  (Ps.  22.  1.)  If  you,  therefore,  wish  to  be  sup- 
plied with  every  good  thing,  submit  yourself  to  be  ruled 
by  him. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  must  make  a due  prepara- 
tion to  receive  your  guest,  in  order  that  he  may  visit  you 
in  the  character  of  mildness,  and  not  of  terror  and  indig- 
nation. Go  forth,  therefore,  to  meet  him,  as  did  the  Jews, 
on  this  day,  with  your  fresh,  green  branches  of  good 
works.  Spread  your  -garments  as  they  did  on  the  road, 
that  is,  trample  under  your  feet  every  thing  of  vanity, 
pride,  and  earthly  consideration.  Say  with  his  prophet, 
I will  extol  thee , 0 God , my  king , and  I will  bless  thy 
name  forever f yea  forerver  and  ever;  hearken  to  the 
voice  of  my  firayer , 0 my  king,  O my  God . (Ps.  144. 
1*  and  5.  3.) 


-On  the  Fourth  Word,  “My  -God,  my  God,  why 
hast  thou  forsaken  me.” — (Mod.  1ST.  46. ) 

MONDAY. 

■I.  Consider,  1st.  About  the  ninth  hour,  Jesus  cried 
with  a ioud  voice,  Eli,  Eli,  Lamma  Sabacthani?  thatis% 
my . Godypty  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?  A loud 
cry,  and  a shrill  voice  are  signs  of  excessive  grief.  Our 
'Lord  was  left  alone  in  his  sufferings  for  a long  time.  He 
was  destitute  of  every  kind  of  comfort,  which  might  arise 
from  the  inferior  part  of  his  soul,  he  was  forsaken  by  his 
town  people,  even  by  bis  disciples;  he  foresaw,  besides, 
*that  the  greater  part  of  mankind  would  forsake  him,  al- 
though he  endured  all  these  torments,  for  their  salvation. 
<At  tins  aw fof  moment,  the  oracle  of  the  prophet  Jeremi- 
ah was  fulfilled.  Great  as  the  sea,  is  thy  destruction, 
Who  shall  heat  thee?  (Lam.  2.  13.) 

’ll.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  might  have  easilyfreed  him- 
selffrom  thte  interior  anguish,  had  he  chosen  to  do  so, 
^surrendering  himself  to  the  joys  of  the  beatific  vision 

to 
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which  possessed  the  superior  part  of  his  soul;  but  he  re* 
fused  to  do  this,  .in  order,  that  in  his  sufferings  he  might 
reduce  himself  to  our  level  in  all  things.  He  wished  also 
to  instruct  us  how  to  bear  desolation  and  aridity  in  pray* 
er,  and  that  trouble  of  mind,  from  which  the  greatest  vir- 
tue does  not  exempt  us.  Learn,  therefore,  on  simi- 
lar occasions,  to  stand  resolutely  collected  within  your- 
self; to  have  recour.se  to  prayer,  and  patiently  to  ex- 
pect the  assistance  of  God:  For  it  shall  surely  come , and 
it  shall  not  slack . (Habac.  2.  3.) 

III.  Consider,  3d^  If  the  eternal  Father  left  his  son 
in  this  state  of  desolation,  you  have  no  reason  to  be  sur- 
prised or  to  complain,  if  he  sometimes  seem  to  abandon 
you,  and  to  withdraw  all  consolation  from  you.  Such 
desolation  is  frequently  a sign  of  his  love,  sent  to  try 
your  constancy  and  increase  your  merit.  Hence,  Da- 
vid prayed,  Prove  me , O Lord , and  try  me , burn  my 
reigns  and  my  heart.  (Ps.  25.  2.)  Offer  yourself  to  God 
in  the  same  spirit,  and  only  beg  with  the  same  prophet* 
that  he  would  not  utterly  forsake  you . (Ps.  118.  8.) 


On  the  Fifth  Word, u I thirst.”  fJno.  49. 28 .) 


TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  knowing  that  all  things  t verb 
now  accomplished)  tHdt  the  scripture  might.be  fulfilled , 
said)  I thirst . (Sup.)  Christ  experienced  a two-fold 
thirst,  corporal  and  spiritual.  His  corporal  thirst  was 
inflamed  by  his  last  nights  restless  watching,  his  interior 
afflictions  and  the  loss  of  so  mueh  blood.  Our  Lord  chose 
to  undergo  this  torment  for  our  instruction.  He  who 
brought  forth  water  out  of  the  rock)  (Ps.  77.  16.)  who 
satisfied  the  thirsty  Israelites  in  the  desert,  and  who  su- 
pematurally  quenched  the  thirst  of  Sampson,  refused 

this  indulgence  to  himself.  Learn  hence  to  sufft?  \ * 

leniences  for  his  sake. 

T 2 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they  fiutting  a sponge  full  of 
vinegar  about  hyssop,  offered  it  to  hts  mouth,  (Sup.) 
not  to  quench  but  to  increase  his  thirst.  What  a po- 
tion was  this  for  the  Son  of  God,  who  giveth  food  to  all 
flesh , (Ps.  135. 25.)  who  ofieneth  his  hand , andfilleth  eve* 
ry  creature  with  blessings  everlasting . (Vid.  Ps.  144. 
16.)  How  different  is  this  from  the  beverage,  which  he 
bestows  on  us  in  the  holy  eucharist ! Be  ashamed  at 
your  own  delicacy  in  the  articles  of  eating  and  drinking; 
and  reflecting  on  the  thirst  of  your  Saviour  on  the  cross, 
never  complain  or  express  dissatisfaction,  at  any  incon- 
venience, to  which  you  may  be  subjected. 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  The  spiritual  thirst  of  Christ  prin- 
cipally regarded  three  objects.  1st.  He  ardently  desir- 
ed to  obey  his  heavenly  Father  in  perfection,  and  to  ac- 
complish all  the  prophecies,  which  had  been  uttered,  res- 
pecting himself  2d.  He  thirsted  for  more  sufferings, 
hence  he  openly  proclaimed  his  corporal  thirst,  in  order 
that  his  pains  might  be  increased,  and  not  that  he  might 
be  refreshed.  3d.  He  longed  with  his  whole  soul,  for 
the  complete  redemption  of  all  mankind,  for  whom  he 
was  dying.  Endeavour  to  experience  the  same  zeal  for 
virtue  and  the  salvation  of  your  neighbour.  Blessed  are 
they  who  hunger  and  thirst  qfter  justice  yfbt  they  shaM 
be  filed.  (Mat  5.  6.) 


On  Christ’s  last  Word*,  and  Death. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  When  Jesus  therefore  had  taken 
the  vinegary  he  said , it  is  consummated . (Jno.  19.  30*) 
He  congratulates  himself  for  having  now  'folly  accom- 
plished the  will  of  his  divine*  Father,  becoming  obedient 
unto  dtathy  even  the  death  of  the  cross . (Phil.  3.  8.) 
He  has  now  folfiiled  the  prophecies  and  figures,  which 

tyled  his  life,  and  of  which  he  said;  Do  not  think9 
l come  to  destroy  the  law , or  the  ft r oft  Hetty  J corns 
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not  to  destroy , but  to  fulfil,  (Mat.  5.  17.)  He  has 
now  terminated  his  labours  and  his  sufferings,  which  he 
endured  with  patience,  to  the  very  last,  and  has  drunk 
up  the  chalice  to  the  very  dregs.  Well,  therefore,  might 
he  say  to  his  eternal  Father,  1 have  finished  the  work , 
which  thou  gavest  me  to  do;  and  I come  to  thee.  (Jno. 
17.  4.  11.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  His  last  words  were,  Father  into 
thy  hands , I commend  my  sflirit.  (Luk.  23.  46.)  He 
uttered  these  words  with  a loud  voice , to  show,  that  he 
had  triumphed  over  death,  sin  and  the  devil.  He  teaches 
us  also,  how  to  recommend  ourselves  to  God,  in  our  last 
moments,  and  to  forget  at  that  awful  hour  all  earthly 
cares  and  ideas.  Beseech  your  dying  Saviour,  that 
death  may  not  attack  you  unprovided  against  it,  or  pre- 
vent you  from  entertaining  at  the  moment  of  your  disso- 
lution such  holy  sentiments. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  bowing  down  his  head , he 
gave  up.  the  ghost.  (Jno.  19. 30.)  O ineffable  mystery! 
The  son  of  glory  is  eclipsed,  the  temple  of  the  living 
God  is  dissolved,  and  the  author  of  life  yields  to  death. 
How  true  is  the  sentence  of  the  apostle,  ye  are  bought 
with  a great  price , therefore , glor'fy  and  bear  God  in 
your  body , (1.  Cor.  6.  20.)  but  far  more  in  your  mind. 
Do  not  feel  less  affected  at  the  completion  of  this  awful 
mystery,  than  all  nature  seemed  to  be,  on  this  occasion. 
For,  the  sun  was  darkened , and  the  veil  qf  the  temple 
was  rent  in  the  midst ; (Luk.  23.  45.)  the  earth  quak - 
edj  and  the  rocks  were  rentf  and  the  graves  were  opened. 
(Mat.  27.  51.)  Be  ashamed  and  confounded  at  your 
sins.  Tear  asunder  the  veil  of  self-love,  that  hangs  be- 
tween you  and  your  God.  Tremble  at  the  account  that 
you  will,  have  to  give  for  Christ’s  death  and  passion. 
Rend  your  heart  with  true  contrition,  and  quit  the  loath- 
some grave  of  tepidity  and  sin. 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Redeemer. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Arise,  O Jerusalem;  loose  the  bonds  from  off  thy  neck,  0 
captive  daughter  of  Sion,  ye  were  sold  for  nought,  and  ye 
shall  be  redeemed  without  money. — [Is.  iii.  2.  3 ] 

MAUNDAY,  THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  church  in  a particular  manner 
at  this  holy  time,  celebrates  the  benefits  of  our  common . 
redemption.  We  were  all  subject  to  the  tyranny  of 
the  devil  and  children  of  wrath  in  consequence  of  ori- 
ginal guilt,  and  there  was  no  one  created  being  able  to 
atone  for  the  crime.  W e should  all  have  been  lost  for- 
ever, had  not  God  sent  his  only  begotten  Son  as  a re- 
demption to  hi 8 people.  (Ps.  1 10.  9.)  This  divine  Son 
offered  himself  a sacrifice  for  us,  and  enabled  us  to  ad- 
dress him,  in  the  prophetic  language  of  Isaias,  Thou , 0 
Lord , art  our  Father , our  Redeemer,  from  eternity  is  thy 
name . (Is.  63.  16.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  By  what  price  we  were  redeemed; 

JVbf  with  corruptible  gold  or  silver , but  with  the  preci- 
ous blood  of  Christ . (1.  Pet.  1.  18,  19.)  Although 

one  drop  of  his  blood  were  perfectly  adequate  to  our 
redemption,  he  nevertheless  shed  it  all,  and  underwent 
the  most  severe  torments,  because  with  the  Lord  therein 
mercy , and  with  him  plenteous  redemption . (Ps.  129. 
7.)  Besides,  not  content  to  have  redeemed  us  once,  W 
has  left  himself  to  us  in  the  holy  eucharist,  in  order  that 
we  may  as  often  recover  ourselves  from  the  hands  of 
our  enemies,  as  we  approach  him  with  sincere  sorrow. 
O ineffable  love!  Return  him  all  the  thanks,  that  you 
are  able  for  such  a divine  favour. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Your  Redeemer  wishes  to  visit 
you,  on  this  sacred  day,  in  order  to  banish  from  your 
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soul  the  remains  of  sin,  and  to  break  the  chains  of  your 
vicious  habits.  Preparejy  ourself,  therefore,  to  receive  him 
as  you  ought.  Surrender  yourself  to  him,  because  you 
are  wholly  his,  for  you  are  not  your  own,  for  ye  are 
bought  with  a great  price . (1.  Cor.  6.  19.)  Centre 
all  your  affections  in  him,  and  say  with  the  Psalmist,  I 
am  thine , save  me , (Ps.  118.  94.)  and  with  the  church, 
pray  that  you  may  feel  in  yourself  the  benefit  of  his 
redemption.  (Or.  de.  Ven.  sac.) 


A Summary  erf  our  Lord? 8 Passion. 

GOOD-FRIDAY. 

Imagine  yourself  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  cross,  on 
which  your  Redeemer  is  suspended,  and  hear  him  cry 
out  in  the  words  of  the  prophet,  0 all  ye,  who  pass  by 
She  way , attend  and  see*  tf  there  be  any  sorrow , like  ts 
my  sorrow . (Lam.  1.  12.)  Ponder  attentively  the 
whole  passion  in  relation  to  the  four  principal  circum- 
stances. 

I.  How  ignominious  it  was.  He,  was  suspended,  as 
a thief  aloft  in  the  air,  and  as  one,  unworthy  either  to 
live  or  die  on  earth.  He  was  condemned  at  four  seve- 
ral tribunals,  dragged  along  the  streets,  and  pointed  at, 
as  a blasphemer,  a seducer,  an  impostor,  a glutton  and 
(an  idiot.  How  can  you  contemplate  this  scene,  and 
still  be  so  tender  of  your  reputation? 

II.  How  grievous  his  sufferings  were . Though  his 
frame  and  constitution  were  of  a delicate  nature,  he  re- 
fused every  kind  of  comfort,  both  interior  and  exterior* 
He  was  left  alone,  and  forsaken  by  all  his  friends,  he  be - 
eame  a stranger  to  his  brethren , and  an  alien  to  the 
sons  cf  his  mother , (Vid.  Ps.  68.  9.)  i.  e.  the  syna- 
gogue. If  on  the  cross  he  had  attempted  to  court  any 
comfort^  the  weight  of  his  body  pressed  the  heavier  on 
the  wounds  of  his  hands  and  feet,  and  increased  his  tor- 
ments. If  he  leaned  his  head  against  the  cross,  the 
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thorns  were  inserted  deeper  in  it;  and  if  he  thirsted,  his 
drink  was  vinegar  and  gall.  Good  God,  what  unheard- 
of  torments. 

III.  How  universal  were  his  sufferings . From  the 
sole  of  the  foot,  unto  the  tofi  of  the  head , there  is  no 
soundness  therein . (Is.  1.  6.)  His  head  was  pierced 
with  thorns,  his  face  was  buffetted  with  fists,  and  defiled 
with  spittle,  his  eyes  and  lips  were  swollen,  his  beard 
plucked,  his  shoulders  lacerated  with  stripes,  his  side 
pierced  with  a spear,  his  hands  and  feet  bored  with  rough 
nails,  in  fine  his  whole  body  was  bathed  in  his  own 
blood. 

IV.  How  long  his  torments  lasted . His  whole  life 
before  had  been  a continual  suffering.  I am  floor , and 
in  labours  from  my  youth , says  he  by  the  royal  Psalmist. 
(87.  16.)  The  pains  however,  which  he  suffered  from 
his  last  supper,  until  his  expiration,  were  excruciating 
and  intolerable,  and  endured  all  that  night,  and  the  day 
following  for  about  twenty  hours.  Contemplate  the 
cruel  and  loving  scene,  and  express  those  feelings,  which 
condolence  and  affection  suggest. 


On  our  Lori? s Burial. 

HOLY  SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  was  dead,  his  sacred 
body  was  taken  down  from  the  cross,  by  Nichodfemus 
and  Joseph  of  Arimathea.  They  laid  the  sacred  trea- 
sure in  the  Mother’s  arms,  fulfilling  the  expression  in 
the  Canticles,  A bundle  of  myrrh , is  my  beloved  to  met 
he  shall  abide  between  my  breasts . (1.  12.)  Observe, 

with  what  sighs  and  tears  and  what  expressions  of  pro- 
found grief,  she  received  the  mangled  body.  Ponder 
what  was  said  and  done  by  her,  and  her  devout  compan- 
ions, on  this  occasion.  Take  care,  that  you  make  your 
beloved  Saviour,  a bundle  of  myrrh  in  your  regard,  by 
frequent  and  affectionate  contemplation  on  his  passion. 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  After  grief  and  love  had  perform- 
ed their  parts  over  the  dead  body  of  our  Lord,  his  scr- 
ewing friends  embalm  it  and  wrap  it  in  a clean  winding- 
sheet.  Christ  loves  cleanliness  even  in  the  grave. 
Learn  hence,  to  purify  your  heart,  in  the  most  perfect 
manner,  when  you  approach  him  in  the  holy  eucharist. 
Christ  wishes  his  mystical  members,  that  is,  the  faithful, 
to  be  embalmed,  as  well  as  his  corporal  members,  with 
the  myrrh  of  mortification  and  penance,  according  to  the 
apostle,  always  bearing  about  in  our  body , the  dying  of 
Jesus  ; that  the  life  also  of  Jesus  may  be  made  manifest 
in  our  bodies . (2.  Cor.  4.  10.) 

- III.  Consider,  3d.  When  they  had  buried  Christ, 
each  one  returns  to  his  home,  for  they  are  not  permitted 
to  remain  and  watch  at  the  sepulchre.  Imagine  what 
was  the  solitude  of  the  blessed  Virgin  and  other  pious 
persons,  and  how  they  devoted  themselves  to  prayer  and 
contemplation,  waiting  for  the  blessed  hofie , and  the  com- 
ing of  the  glory  of  the  great  God , and  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ . (Yit.  2.  13.)  The  holy  Virgin  might  comfort 
herself  with  the  words  of  the  Psalmist,  In  the  evenings 
weeping  shall  have  place;  in  the  morning , gladness . (Ps. 
29.  6.)  In  desolation  do  you  also  have  recourse  te 
prayer,  and  learn  to  put  your  confidence  in  God  alone. 


Observations  regarding  the  meditations  on  the 
mysteries,  which  succeeded  Christ’s  Resur- 
rection. 

The  meditation  of  the  mysteries,  which  followed  the 
resurrection  of  the  Redeemer,  belongs  to  the  unitive 
way  In  these  exercises,  the  soul  unites  itself  to  God 
by  making  his  will  its  own,  and  by  adhering  to  the  di- 
vine will,  as  the  rule  of  all  good,  according  to  the  apos- 
tle, he  who  adheres  to  the  Lord , is  one  spirit . (1.  Con 
•.  17.)  Hence,  the  unitive  way  has  different  affections, 
peculiar  to  it,  which  ought  to  be  indulged  during  the 
ensuing  meditations.  The  chief  subjects  of  these  affec- 
tions are  as  follows  *— 
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I.  Admiration  of  the  majesty  of  God,  and  the  divine 
perfections,  which  we  contemplate. 

II.  Joy  and  contentment , because  God  is  absolutely 
perfect  in  himself,  infinitely  good  to  others,  and  admi- 
rable in  all  his  works. 

III.  Praise  and  thanksgiving  for  his  favours  and  be- 
nefits, with  a desire  of  seeing  and  enjoying  him,  in  or* 
der  to  honour  and  obey  him. 

IV.  Zeal  of  God’s  glory  and  the  good  of  souls,  wish- 
ing that  all  the  world  may  come  to  the  knowledge  and 
love  of  their  Redeemer. 

, V.  Confidence  in  the  goodness  and  Providence  of 
God,  united  with  a filial  respect,  and  the  -fear  of  being 
separated  from  him  by  sin,  and  a sincere  regret  for  hav- 
ing ever  incurred  his  just  indignation 

VI.  Desire  of  the  heavenly  things,  which  we  con- 
template. Every  thing  on  earth  ought  to  appear  trifling 
'to  us,  when  we  look  up  to  heaven,  and  say  with  the  pro- 
phet, How  lovely,  are  thy  tabernacles , O Lord  qf  hosts, 
my  soul  languisheth  and  fainteth  in  the  tourts  qf  the 
Lord . (Ps.  83,  t.)  As  the  hart  fianteth  after  the  fourth 
tains  of  water , so  my  soul  fianteth  after  thee , O God . 
(Ps.  41.  2.) 

By  entertaining  such  affections  as  these,  we  ought  to 
aim  at  that  happy  state,  in  which,  beholding  the  glory  of 
God , with  face  uncovered , we  may  be  transformed  into 
the  same  image  from  glory  to  glory , as  by  the  spirit  of 
the  Lord . (2.  Cor.  3.  18.)  We  should  thus  endeavour 
to  become  like  to  him,  by  uniting  our  wills  with  his,  and 
by  increasing  daily  more  and  more  in  the  knowledge 
and  love  of  him,  until  at  length  passing  from  this  dark 
pilgrimage  of  human  life,  we  may  arrive  at  our  own 
bright  native  country,  and  eiyoy  the  beatifical  vision  for 
all  eternity. 
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On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  our  resurrection. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Else,  thou  that  steepest,  and  arise  from  the  dead,  and  Christ 
will  enlighten  thee. — (Ephes.  v.  14.] 

EASTER  SUNDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  Christ  raised  his  body  from 
die  dead,  he  decorated  it  with  all  the  attributes  of  glory. 
Lacerated  and  deformed  before,  it  now  becomes  beauti- 
ful and  lovely.  Reflect  on  the  difference,  which  exists 
between  a body  that  is  dead,  pale,  wan,  and  motionless, 
and  the  same  body  when  it  is  for  ested  with  the  attributes 
of  glory.  The  same  difference  exists  between  a soul  ui 
sin,  and  in  the  state  of  grace.  The  same  difference,  with 
due  proportion,  is  to  be  found,  between  a fervent  and  a 
tepid  soul.  In  the  state  of  tepidity,  the  soul  slumbers, 
as  it  were;  she  is  void  of  all  heroical  motion;  she  is  in- 
sensible, in  regard  to  spiritual  things;  she  is  filled  with 
idle  fancies,  and  vain  trifles;  and  pursues  shadows,  in- 
stead of  real  and  substantial  good.  She  conceives  her- 
self to  be  in  a good  state,  whilst  in  reality  she  may  be 
addressed,  as  God  addressed  the  Bishop  of  Laodicea  in 
the  apocalypse  of  St.  John,  Thou  art  wretched,  and  mi* 
serable , and  floor,  and  blinds  and  naked.  (3.  17.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  Saviour  is  ready  to  raise  us 
from  the  states  of  tepidity  and  sin,  if  we  consent  on  our 
parts,  and  therefore  he  says  of  himself,  I am  the  reeur - 
rection  and  the  life.  (Jno.  11.  25.)  He  is  the  cause  and 
author  of  both,  as  well  in  regard  to  the  soul  as  the  body. 
What  a benefit  it  is,  to  be  raised  from  the  death  of  sin 
or  tepidity,  and  to  be  placed  in  the  bright  light  of  the  chil- 
dren of  God,  and  to  be  enabled  to  pursue  the  road  of 
virtue  with  fervour.  This  benefit  Christ  will  bestow  up- 
on you  to-day  in  the  eucharist,  if  you  approach  him  witl* 
fervour.  Hence  he  is  called  the  bread  of  life:  and  if  wo 
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shall  owe  to  him  the  resurrection  of  our  bodies,  at  the 
fast  day , so  are  we  now  indebted  to  him  for  the  resur- 
rection of  our  souls.  (Jno.  6.  35.  40.  S.  Thom,  et  alii.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  marks,  by  which  we  may  dis- 
cover if  we  have  really  risen  with  Christ,  are  our  atten- 
tion to  spiritual  things,  and  our  disregard  of  the  things  of 
this  world.  If  ye  be  risen  with  Christ,  says  St.  Paul, 
seek  the  thing % that  are  above.  (Colos.  3.  1.)  Seek,  | 
therefore,  only  heavenly  things,  and  as  Christ  rising 
again  from  the  dead,  dieth  now  no  more , (Rom.  6. 9.)  so 
you,  having  risen  from  the  state  of  sin  or  tepidity  to  grace 
and  fervour,  persevere  in  your  newness  of  life,  and  con- 
tinually guard  against  relapsing  into  your  former  state. 


On  Chritfs  Resurrection. 

EASTER  MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Sufficient  time  having  elapsed,  to 
evince  the  reality  of  Christ’s  death,  early  on  the  third 
day  his  divine  soul  hastened  to  bring  the  holy  fathers  out 
of  limbo,  to  comfort  his  blessed  mother  and  his  discon- 
solate disciples,  and  to  fill  the  whole  world  with  his  glo- 
ry. How  the  holy  prisoners  in  limbo  rejoiced,  when 
they  saw  that  the  hour  of  their  deliverance  had  arrived ! 
Free,  in  like  manner,  O Lord,  my  soul  from  the  Hon*s 
mouth,  and  from  the  deep,  lake , and  suffer  not  my  ene- 
mies, the  devil,  the  world,  and  the  flesh,  to  domineer 
over  toe. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  were  the  feelings  of  the  ho- 
ly fathers,  when  leaving  Limbus,  they  saw  the  dead  bo- 
dy of  Christ.  How  their  affections  glowed  for  the  being 
who  suffered  so  much  for  them  ! When  our  Lord  im- 
mediately afterwards  re-united  this  body  to  his  soul,  the 
oracle  of  David  was  fulfilled,  The  Lord  hath  reigned , 
he  is  clothed  with  beauty , the  Lord  is  clothed  with 
strength  and  hath  girted  himself.  (Ps.  92.  1.)  He  new 
assumed  the  four  properties  of  a glorified  body,*  vk : 
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Clarity,  by  which  he  becomes  brighter  then  the  sun 
itself ; Sub  til ty,  by  which  he  can  penetrate  the  sepul- 
chre, and  every  other  material  substance ; 3d.  Agility , 
by  which  he  can  move  himself  to  the  most  remote  place, 
in  the  smallest  division  of  time ; 4th.  Impassibility,  so 
that  he  is  now  incapable  of  suffering  or  dying.  Thus 
crowned  with  glory,  our  triumphant  Redeemer,  may  say 
in  the  words  of  David,  Thou  hast  turned  for  me  my 
mourning  into  joy  ; thou  hast  cut  my  sackcloth , and 
hast  compassed  me  with  gladness.  (Ps.  29.  12.) 

111.  Consider,  3d.  The  eternal  Father,  joined  by  all 
Ms  angels  and  the  liberated  saints  of  limbo,  congratu- 
lates the  glorious  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  with  one  voice 
exclaims : Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain , to  re * 
ceive power , and  divinity , and  wisdom , and  strength , and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  benediction.  (Apoc.  5.  13.)  Join 
your  voice  with  theirs,  and  say,  this  is  the  day , which  the 
Lord  has  made , let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice  therein.  (Ps* 
117.  24.)  Be  convinced  that  the  tribulations  of  the  just 
are  short,  and  their  joys  eternal,  and  that  if  we  suffer  with 
Christ,  we  skull  be  also  glorified  with  him . (Vid.  Rom. 
8.  17.) 


On  Christ’s  Apparition  to  hit  blessed  Mother . 

EASTER  TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Christ  evinced  his  resurrection  by 
three  different  means  : 1st.  By  saints,  who  rose  in  their 
bodies  and  appeared  to  many : 2dly.  By  angels,  who  ap- 
peared at  the  sepulchre : 3dly.  By  appearing  in  his  own 
proper  person,  showing  himself  alive,  after  his  passion, 
by  many  proofs  $ for  forty  days  appearing . (Vid.  Acts 
1.  3.)  In  the  same  manner  is  he  accustomed  to  display 
himself  to  his  faithful  servants,  by  the  agency  of  pious 
men,  by  their  guardian  angels,  and  immediately  by  him- 
self. He  who  loveth  me,  he  says  himself,  shall  be  loved 
by  my  Father  $ and  J will  love  him,  and  will  manifest 
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myself  to  him.  (Jno.  14.  21.)  Love  him,  therefore,  n or- 
der that  you  may  receive  this  favour. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  It  is  piously  believed,  that  Christ 
first  appeared  to  his  blessed  mother,  in  order  that  she, 
who  had  drunk  deepest  of  the  cup  of  his  affliction,  might 
be  the  first  to  enjoy  the  glory  of  his  resurrection.  As 
ye  are  partakers  of  the  sufferings , so  shall  ye  be  alsoqf 
the  consolation . (2.  Cor.  1.  7.)  She  believed  with  the 
most  certain  faith,  and  expected  with  the  most  ardent 
hope,  the  hour  of  his  resurrection,  and  therefore,  her  de- 
sires were  not  frustrated.  Learn  hence,  to  desire  hea- 
venly things  with  fervour*  and  patiently  to  wait  for  the 
destined  hour.— If  it  make  any  delay , wait  for  it;  for 
it  shall  surely  come , and  it  will  not  be  slack.  (Hab.  2.  3.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  were  the  feelings,  which 
Christ  and  his  mother  experienced  at  this  joyful  meet- 
ing? What  expressions  of  affection  passed  between  them. 
The  saints,  who  had  long  been  dead,  Adam,  Abraharp* 
Moses  apd  David,  might  well  congratulate  with  her  in 
the  language  of  the  church,  Thou , daughter , art  blessed 
by  the  Lord,  for  by  thee , we  have  been  made  fiartakers 
of  the  fruit  of  life . (Ecc.  in.  off.)  Do  you  in  like  man- 
ner rejoice  with  holy  Mary,  and  address  her  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  church  at  this  holy  time,  Rejoice , O Queen 
of  heaven , because  he,  whom  thou  broughtest  forth,  is 
risen  from  the  dead.  Pray  for  us,  therefore,  0 holy 
Queen,  to  thy  adorable  son,  he  will  not  refuse  to  grant 
the  petition , which  you  address  to  him.  (Vid.  Reg.  cxli.) 


On  the  Apparition  of  the  Angela  to  the  devoid 
Women , at  the  Sepulchre. 

' WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consir/er,  1st.  And  very  early  in  the  morning , the 
first  day  qf  the  week,  they  came  to  the  sepulchre , the 
sun  being  now  risen.  (Mark.  16.  2.)  These  devout  wo- 
men brought  ointment  and  perfumes,  in  order  to  per- 
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form  the*  last  offices  of  love  to  their  Lord,  by  anointing 
his  body.  For  this  purpose,  they  rise  very  early,  it  be- 
ing yet  dark . (Jno.  20.  1.)  Learn  hence,  to  spare  no 
expense  or  labour  in  the  service  of  God,  consistently 
yfith  your  abilities.  Follow  the  principle,  and  adopt  the 
expression  of  the  wiutanan,  We  must  prevent  the  sun 
to  bless  thee , O God,  and  adore  thee  at  the  dawning  qf 
the  light.  (Wis.  16.  28.)  Examine  whether  you  be  so 
early  employed  in  the  service  of  your  creator. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they  said  one  to  another,  who 
shall  roll  us  back  the  stone , from  the  door  qf  the  sepul- 
chre? (Mark.  16.  3.)  Such  were  their  anxiety  and  con- 
versation on  the  way.  But  they  no  sooner  arrived  at  the 
tomb,  than  looking , they  saw  the  stone  rolled  back . (Sup.) 
Thus  we  frequently  imagine  many  difficulties  to  exist  in 
the  way  of  virtue  and  perfection;  but  when  we  begin  to 
walk  resolutely  in  that  way,  we  find  them  either  entirely 
removed  by  the  grace  of  Clod,  or  greatly  diminished^— 
And  entering  into  the  sepulchre , they  saw  a young  man 
sitting  on  the  right  side . (Ib.  5.)  God  rewards  the  pi- 
ety of  these  women  with  the  vision  of  an  angel.  And  his 
countenance  was  as  lightning , and  his  raiment  as  snow . 
(Mat.  28.  3.)  Who  would  not  wish  to  dwell  forever  in 
such  happy  company. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Fear  not , for  I know  you  seek 
Jesus , who  was  crucified . (Mat.  28.  5.)  Among  the 
titles  of  the  glorified  Jesus,  that  of  his  having  been  cru- 
cified, stands  in  the  first  place.  Hence  you  should 
learn  to  appreciate  duly  the  value  of  suffering,  and  to 
glory  in  nothing , but  the  cross  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  (Vid.  Gal.  6.  14.)  St.  Paul,  who  was  a faith- 
ful imitator  of  the  suffering  Son  of  God,  says  of  himself 
I judged  not  myself  to  know  any  thing , among  you , but 
Jesus  Christ , and  him  crucified.  (1.  Cor.  2.  2.)  Ima- 
gine what  sincere  joy  the  holy  women  experienced) 
when  they  heard,  that  Christ  had  risen!  They  went  out 
quickly  from  the  sepulchre , with  fear  and  great  joy\ 
running  to  tell  his  disciples . (Mat.  28.  8.) 
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Christ  appears  to  Mary  Magdalene. 

THURSDAY. 

}.  Consider)  1st.  But  Mary  stood  without  the  se- 
pulchre, weeding.  (Jno.  20.  1 1 .)»  Ponder  the  fervent 
love,  and  unshaken  constancy’  of  this  devout  penitent, 
which  prompted  her  still  to  remain  at  the  sepulchre 
when  her  companions  had  left  it.  Hence  she  deserved 
to  see  our  Lord  the  Erst;  for,  as  St.  Gregory  comment- 
ing on  this  passage  of  the  evangelist  observes,  perse- 
verance  is  the  essence  of  a good  work . (Horn.  25.  in 
Evan.)  Learn  hence  to  seek  God,  when  you  have  lost 
him  by  sin,  or  when,  by  desolation  he  withdraws  himself 
from  you.  You  must  seek  him  with  sincerity  and  ar- 
dent affection,  in  order,  that  you  may  find  him,  whom 
your  soul  loveth.  (Vid.  Can.  3.  4.) 

XI.  Consider,  2d.  Though  Angels  appeared  and  ask- 
ed Mary,  woman,  why  deepest  thou?  (Jno.  20.  13.) 
they  could  not  satisfy  her  mind  and  affection.  No  world- 
ly comfort,  nothing  in  fact  but  God  himself,  can  satisfy 
the  soul,  that  truly  seeks  God.  Christ  assumed  the 
appearance  of  a gardener  and  presented  himself  before 
her;  Magdalene  immediately  applied  to  him  and  asked, 
\f  thou  hast  taken  him  away , tell  me  where  thou  hast 
laid  him,:  and  I will  take  him  away . (Jno.  20.  15.) 
How  great  was  the  force  of  her  love!  No  place,  no  dan- 
ger, no  toil,  could  prevent  her  from  seeking  him*  Exa- 
mine if  your  love  be  of  so  sterling  a character. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Jesus  saith  to  her , Mart.  (Sup.) 
Christ  often  conceals  himself  from  bis  servants,  and 
seems  to  be  at  a great  distance  from  them,  when  in  re- 
ality he  is  very  near.  He  acts  thus,  to  inflame  our  de- 
sire and  love;  but  be  discovers  himself  at  last,  and  as 
Sarah  remarked,  eftcr  tears  and  weeping,  he  poureth  in 
joyfulness.'  (Vid.  Tob.  3.  22.)  Beg  ypur  Saviour  to 
be  so  familiar  with  you,  as  interiorly  to  call  you  by  your 
name,  and  so  to  speak  to  your  heart,  that  you  may  know 
his  voice,  and  with  holy  Magdalene,  be  more  and  more 
inflamed  with  his  divine  love. 
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Christ  appears  to  the  other  Women. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  While  the  holy  women,  who  had 
visited  the  sepulchre  were  returning  to  the  city,  Christ 
appeared  to  them  on  the  way,  and  said,  all  hail . (Mat. 

28.  9.)  Ponder  here  the  goodness  of  God,  who  affords 
comfort  at  a seasonable  hour,  and  makes  no  exception 
of  persons.  Recollect,  that  the  same  Word  was  used  by 
the  angel  Gabriel  to  the  blessed  Virgin,  and  believe, 
that  it  produced  in  their  hearts  the  effects,  which  are  sig- 
nified. Thus  speak  to  my  soul,  O Lord,  let  thy  voice 
sound  in  my  ears , for  thy  voice  is  sweety  and  thy  face 
comely . (Cant.  2.  14.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  But  they  came  u/if  and  took  hold 
of  his  feety  and  worshifified  him . (Mat.  28.  9.)  Thus 
were  they  permitted  to  touch  and  kiss  his  sacred  feet. 

With  what  reverence  and  joy  did  they  do  it!  To  reward 
their  good  desires  of  anointing  the  body  of  their  Lord  in 
the  sepulchre,  Christ  anointed  them  with  the  oil  of  glad- 
ness above  their  fellows . (Vid.  Ps.  44.  8.)  Conceive 
from  hence,  with  what  affection  you  ought  to  embrace, 
not  the  feet  only,  but  the  whole  of  Christ  in  the  sacra- 
ment, as  often  as  you  approach  it.  Do  not  suffer  him  to 
depart  from  you,  until  he  has  given  you  his  blessing,  as 
the  angel  did  to  the  devoutly-importunate  Jacob. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Jesus  said  to  them , Be  not  qfraid. 

Go  tell  my  brethren,  that  they  go  into  Galilee;  there 
they  shall  see  me . (Mat.  28.  10.)  Admire  the  sweet 
conduct  of  Christ  in  removing  all  fear  from  his  servants, 
and  in  comforting  them.  Meditate  on  the  title,  which 
he  gives" to  his  disciples,  My  Brethren . He  who  is  the 
King  of  glory  does  not  disdain  to  call  poor,  ignorant  fish- 
ermen his  brethren.  O what  a happiness  it  is  to  have 
such  a brother!  Love  him,  therefore,  as  your  brother, 
and  place  all  your  confidence  in  him;  for  if  a brother , that 
is^helfied  by  his  brother , as  the  wise  man  says,  is  as  a 
strong  cityy  (Prov.  18.  19.)  how  much  more  is  he,  who 
is  assisted  by  such  a brother? 
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Peter  and  John  go  to  the  Sepulchre,  and  Christ 
appears  to  Peter . 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  devout  women  relate  to  the 
disciples,  what  they  had  seen  at  the  sepulchre,  and  it 
seemed  to  them  as  an  idle  tale . (Luk.  24.  11.)  The 
apostles  were  as  yet  attached  to  sensible  things,  and  were 
not  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Ghost  The  mysteries  of 
the  cross  and  resurrection  always  appear  folly  to  the 
wise  ones  of  this  world.  Entreat  Christ  to  enlighten 
your  darkness,  and  not  to  suffer  you  to  follow  the  incre- 
dulity or  fashionable  errors  of  the  world. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Peter  and  John,  more  desirous  than 
the  rest  of  discovering  the  truth,  ran  to  the  monument, 
entered  it,  and  found  all  to  be  as  the  women  had  related. 
But  they  neither  saw  angels,  nor  did  Christ  appear  to 
them,  for  their  greater  trial,  and  because  they  ought  to 
have  believed  those,  whom  Christ  had  ordered  to  com- 
municate the  news  of  his  resurrection  to  them.  Learn 
hence,  the  importance  of  believing , although  you  have 
not  seen , when  the  object  of  faith  rests  on  the  divine  ve- 
racity. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  On  the  same  day,  Christ,  as  we 
learn  from  St.  Luke,  appeared  to  Peter,  who  went  away 
wondering  in  himself  at  that,  which  had  come  to  pass . 
(Ib.  12.)  The  Lord  has  risen  indeed , the  apostles  ex- 
claimed, and  hath  appeared  to  Simon . (Ib.  34.)  Thus 
Christ  confirmed  St.  Peter,  in  order  that  he  might  after- 
wards confirm  others  in  their  faith.  He  had  denied  his 
Lord  and  master;  but  having  satisfied  for  his  guilt  by  due 
penance,  he  now  deserved  consolation.  Among  all  the 
disciples,  he  seems  to  have  loved  Christ  most,  and  to 
have  felt  the  most  poignant  grief  at  his  death.  Learn  to 
accompany  your  Redeemer  in  his  sufferings,  in  order 
that  you  may  rejoice  with  him  in  his  resurrection;  for 
according  to  the  multitude  cf  your  sorrows  in  your 

■ hearty  his  comfort*  will  give  joy  to  your  soul.  (Vid.  Ps. 
93.  19.) 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  Prince  of  Peace* 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I will  hear  what  the  Lord  God  will  speak  in  me:  for  he  will 
speak  peace  unto  his  people. — [Ps.  lxxxiv.  9.] 

LOW  SUNDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  are  told  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, that  Christ  appeared  to  his  disciples,  and  said  to 
them  thrice,  Peace  be  Co  you.  (Jno.  20.  29,  &c.)  He  is 
our  peace , as  the  apostle  observes,  (Ephes.  2.  14.)  think- 
ing thoughts  of  peace , and  not  of  affliction^  (Jer.  29.  11.) 
and,  therefore,  among  many  other  titles,  he  is  called  by 
Isaias,  The  prince  of  peace.  (9.  6.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  It  is  our  duty  to  maintain  peace 
with  God,  our  neighbours,  and  ourselves.  Man  fre- 
quently feels  domestic  war,  for  the  flesh  lusteth  against 
the  spirit , and  the  spirit  against  the  fleshy  (Gal.  5.  17.) 
and  therefore,  royal  David  cries  out,  there  is  no  peace  for 
my  bones , (Ps.  37.  4.)  and  another  prophet,  a man's 
enemies  are  those  of  his  own  household . (Mich.  7.  6.) 
Our  passions  and  evil  propensities  may  be  underst&od 
to  be  these  household  enemies.  This  triple  peace,  your 
Lord  and  Saviour  intends  to  bring  you  to-day  in  the  eu- 
charist,  unless  you  prevent  him;  for  the  eucharist  is  pro- 
perly a pacific  host  between  God  and  man.  It  is  also  a 
symbol  and  band  of  charity  between  us  and  our  neigh- 
bours; and  lastly,  as  St.  Cyril  observes,  It  restrains  the 
raging  tyranny  of  the  flesh , and  intrenches  us  round 
with  perfect  peace . (Lib.  4.  in  cap.  27.  loan.)  Hencey 
David  observes,  God  hath  placed  peace  in  thy  borders , 
and  filled  thee  with  the  fat  of  corn.  (Ps.  147.  3.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  brought  peace,  as  we  read 
in  the  gospel  of  to-day,  when  the  doors  were  shuts  (Sup.) 
and  when  the  disciples  were  assembled  together  within, 
in  prayer.  Shut,  therefore,  carefully  the  gates  of  yotfr 


Digitized  by  Google 


FIRST  WEEK 


senses,  and  retire  to  the  closet  of  your  heart,  and  the 
Lord  will  say  to  you,  1 will  give  peace  m your  coasts^ 
you  shall  sleep , and  there  shall  be  none  to  make  you 
afraid . (Levit.  26.  6.)  Above  all  things,  however,  di- 
vest yourself  of  every  thing  like  sin;  for  there  is  no  peace 
to  the  wicked , sailh  the  Lord . (Is.  48.  22.) 


Christ  appears  to  the  Disciples,  going  to  Em- 
mans. 


PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Behold , two  qf  them  went  that  same 
day  to  a town , named  Emmaus . (Luk.  24.  13.)  They 
went,  therefore,  on  the  very  day  of  the  resurrection,  to  a 
neighboring  town,  and  while  they  were  discoursing  to- 
gether on  the  Lord’s  passion,  and  the  reports  of  his  re- 
surrection, Christ*  himself  joined  them  on  the  way. 
Learn  from  this  fact,  how  he  is  delighted  with  the  pious 
discourses  of  his  followers,  particularly  when  his  passion 
is  their  subject.  The  disciples  did  not  know  Christ, 
because  their  faith  was  as  yet  unsteady.  Hence  if  you 
wish  to  understand  divine  things,  you  must  possess  firm 
faith,  for  (f  you  will  not  believe , you  shall  not  eontmue, 
(Is.  7.  9.)  God  is  frequently  near  us,  when  we  take  no 
notice  of  him. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  amiably  Christ  insinuated 
himself  into  the  company  of  his  disciples.  What  are 
these  discourses , he  asks,  that  ye  hold  one  with  another 
as  ye  walk , and  are  sad  7 Like  a good  physician,  he 

1 searches  for  the  wound,  in  order  to  apply  a cure.  They 
answered,  concerning  Jesus  qf  Nazareth , who  was  a 
prophet , mighty  in  work  and  word,  before  God  and  all 
the  people . (Luk.  24.  17.  19.)  The  testimony  was  ho- 
nourable to  our  Saviour.  Such  ought  to  be  the  charac- 
ter of  every  one,  who  is  employed  in  gaining  souls,  and 
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of  every  faithful  Christian.  They  should  join  action  to 
their  words  and  professions,  and  first  teach  by  example, 
what  they  wish  others  to  practise.  That  discourse , says 
the  great  St  Gregory,  more  easily  penetrates  the  heart 
qf  an  audience , which  is  recommended  by  the  orator's 
life . (Lib.  1.  epis.  24.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words  of  their  divine  com- 
panion, Ought  not  Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things , 
and  so  to  enter  into  his  glory?  (Luk.  24.  26.)  It  was 
necessary  that  his  sufferings  should  precede  his  glory. 
How  can  you  expect  to  enter  into  his  glory,  when  you 
are  continually  seeking  your  own  ease,  convenience  and 
satisfaction  in  every  thing,  and  when  you  cannot  endure 
to  suffer  the  least  (or  him.  Reflect  how  little  you  have 
hitherto  suffered  in  God’s  cause,  and  remember  at  the 
same  time,  that  the  kingdom  qf  heaven  suffereth  vio - 
lencej  and  the  violent  bear  it  away . (Mat  1 1.  12.) 


Christ  appears  to  his  Disciples,  going  to  Em- 
maus. 

TART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  walks  with  his  disciples,  and 
explains  to  them  the  mysteries  of  his%  passion.  How 
their  hearts  must  have  been  inflamed  with  the  fire  of  di- 
vine love,  which  burns  in  its  proper  element,  so  near 
them!  They  had  reason  to  say  to  one  another  afterwards, 
was  not  our  heart  burning  within  us , while  he  was 
speaking  in  the  way?  (Luk.  24.  32.)  Fervour  is  a sign 
of  Christ’s  presence  in  the  soul,  as  are  tepidity  and  cold- 
ness, of  his  absence. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Having  arrived  at  the  end  of  their 
journey,  the  two  disciples  invite  their  unknown  compa- 
nion to  remain  with  them.  He  seems  inclmed  to  go  far- 
ther, but  they  prevail  on  him  to  stay.  Although  he  de- 
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sires  nothing  more,  than  to  be  with  us,  for  hi*  delight  k 
to  be  with  the  children  of  men , (vid.  Prov.  8.  31.)  yet, 
be  loves  to  be  entreated,  and  in  a manner  forced)  by  ear- 
nest prayer,  to  remain  with  us.  Such  was  the  sweet 
compulsion  of  Jacob,  in  regard  to  the  angel,  when  he 
said,  I will  not  let  thee  go , excefit  thou  bit**  me.  (Gen. 
32.  26.)  Thus,  also,  did  fhe  Cananean  woman,  by  still 
urging  after  the  first  repulse,  obtain  the  cure  of  her 
daughter. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  While  he  wa*  at  table  with  then i, 
he  took  bread , and  blessed , and  brakey  and  gave  to  them} 
and  they  knew  him . (Luk.  24.  30.)  These  singular  ac- 
tions and  their  effects  show,  that  this  was  a sacramental 
entertainment,  as  the  holy  fathers  generally  teach.  (Vid. 
Auct.  imperfect.  Augus.  Pan  Linus,  Beda.  Theoph.  &c.) 
The  souls  of  those,  who  receive  worthily,  are  truly  en- 
lightened by  the  breaking  of  the  eucharistic  bread,  and 
their  eyes  are  opened  to  see,  acknowledge,  and  love  the 
infinite  goodness  of  its  author.  Immediately  after  Christ 
had  discovered  himself,  he  disappeared  from  them;  for 
he  does  not  wish  his  disciples  to  entertain  themselves  too 
long  even  in  spiritual  consolations,  but  return  to  their  em- 
ployments. Hence,  the  two  disciples  rose  ufi  the  samt 
hour , and  went  back  to  Jerusalem , (Luk.  24.  30.)  and 
with  joy  related  all  that  had  happened. 


Christ  appears  to  his  Disciples,  in  the  absence 
of  St.  Thomas. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  When  it  wa*  late,  that  name  day 
and  the  door*  were  shut , Jesus  camey  and  stood  in  the 
midst  of  the  disciples,  and  said  to  themyfieace  be  to  you* 
(Jno.  20.  19.)  This  was  the  sixth  time,  that  Christ  ap- 
peared on  the  day  of  his  resurrection,  to  console  and 
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comfort  his  friends.  Ponder  the  circumstances  of  tips 
last  apparition.  1st.  It  was  late,  in  , the  evening,  to  teach 
you  that  you  ought  to  expect  with  patience  the  pleasure 
of  your  Lord.  2dly.  He  entered  whilst  the  doors  were 
shut,  to  show  the  powers  of  his  glorified  body.  You 
must  shut  the  inlets  of  your  senses,  if  you  wish  to  enter- 
tain Christ  as  he  wishes  to  be  entertained.  You  must 
be,  in  the  language  of  the  canticles,  a garden  enclosed 
and  a fountain  sealed  up.  (4.  12.)  3dly.  He  stood  in  the 
midst  of  his  disciples,  as  a master  among  his  scholars, 
as  a shepherd  amongst  his  flock,  and  like  the  sun  in  the 
centre  of  the  planetary  world.  Stand  thus,  O Lord,  in 
the  centre  of  my  soul  $ teach,  feed,  and  enlighten  it. 

II.  Consider)  2d.  He  says  to  his  disciples.  Peace 
be  to  you.  He  does  not  wish  them  fame,  nor  power, 
nor  riches,  nor  honours,  but  peace  with  God,  with,  their 
neighbour  and  themselves.  Learn  to  appreciate  this  peace 
above  all  earthly  goods,  and  to  purchase  it  at  any  ex- 
pense. Pray  that,  the  peace  qf  God , which  surpasseth 
all  understanding  y may  keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
Christ  Jesus.  (Phil.  4.  7.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  To  confirm  their  faith  in  his  re- 

surrection still  more,  he  asks  them,  if  they  have  any  food; 
and  they  offered  him  a piece  of  a broiled  fishy  and  a ho- 
ney-comb. fLuk.  24.  42.)  To  convince  his  apostlcst  that 
he  was  no  phantom,  he  eat  of  them.  Observe  what  pains 
Christ  took  to  convince  his  apostles  and  all  mankind  of 
the  fact  of  his  resurrection.  He  knew  that  the  whole 
system  of  his  divine  doctrine  was  built  upon  it,  and  he 
always  appeals  to  it,  as  to  the  test  of  his  mission.  The 
incredulity  and  obstinacy  of  the  apostles  and  disciples  on 
this  subject,  observes  one  of  the  holy  Fathers,  have  in- 
creased our  faith.  Who  can  disbelieve  in  the  resurrec- 
tion, when  such  incredulous  and  obstinate  men,  were  at 
last  convinced  of  it,  and  shed  their  blood  in  its  defence? 
The  resurrection  of  Christ,  however,  will  be  of  no  ad- 
vantage to  you*  unless  you  rise  with  him  to  a newness 
of  life.  * 
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Christ  appears  to  his  Disciples,  in  the  absence 
of  St.  Thomas. 

. PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Gonsider,  ist.  After  Christ  had  eaten,  he  ordain- 
©d  his  apostles  missionaries,  doctors,  and  pastors  of  his 
flock.  He  first,  however,  repeats  the  words,  fieace  be  to 
you,  to  show  them  how  necessary  peace  and  unity  are 
in  the  skcred  ministry.  As  my  Father  has  sent  me,  he 
continues,  I also  send  you . (Jno.  20.  21.)  He  commu- 
nicates the  same  authority  to  them,  which  the  Father  had 
given  to  him;  and  as  the  Father  had  sent  him,  not  to  seek 
his  ease,  but  the  salvation  of  mankind,  through  pains  and 
affliction ; in  the  same  manner,  to  gain  the  same  object 
by  the  same  means,  did  he  send  his  apostles.  Hence, 
apostolical  men  oughtto  love  sufferings,  when  the  glory  of 
God  can  be  promoted  by  them. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  he  had  said  this , he  breathed 
on  them>  and  said  to  them , Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghost . 
(Jno.  20.  22.)  Christ  might  as  easily  have  communi- 
cated the  divine  spirit  to  them  without  breathing  on  them, 
but  he  did  so,  to  inspire  his  followers  with  a reverence 
for  similar  ceremonies  of  his  church.  By  these  cere- 
monies the  Holy  Ghost  is  imparted  to  the  soul,  or  his  di- 
vine grace  given,  in  many  cases  by  virtue  of  the  work 
performed,  and  in  others,  in  consequence  of  the  merits 
and  disposition  of  the  person,  who  performs  them,  or  for 
whom  they  are  performed.  Beg  of  Almighty  God,  to 
bestow  on  you  something,  at  least,  of  his  divine  spirit,  to 
enable  you  after  having  risen  with  Christ,  like  him,  to 
die  no  more , and  not  to  relapse  again  into  your  former 
sins  and  failings. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Whose  sins  you  shall  forgive 
they  arc  forgiven,  and  whose  you  khall  retain , they  are 
retained . (Jno.  Sup.  23.)  Ponder  the  power  and  dignity 
expressed  in  these  words.  God  never  gave  the  same 
power  to  the  priests  of  the  old  law,  nor  to  the  angels 
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^themselves.  He  did  not  confine  this  power  to  any  de- 
terminate number  of  priests,  nor  to  the  quality  of  the 
priests,  or  of  the  sins,  but  gave  it  for  the  benefit  of  all,  in 
the  sacrament  of  penance.  Admire  the  riches  and  boun- 
ty of  God’s  mercy,  and  thank  him  for  such  an  easy  re- 
medy for  your  sins.  The  sacrament  of  penance  is  truly 
a fountain  often  to  the  house  of  Davidy  and  to  the  inha - 
bitants  of  Jerusalem , for  the  washing  of  the  sinner. 
(Vid.  Zach.  13.  1.) 


Christ  appears  to  his  Disciples , in  the  presence 
of  St.  Thomas. 

FRIDAY. 

1.  Consider,  1st.  As  yet,  one  of  the  apostles  refus- 
ed to  believe  in  the  resurrection  of  his  master.  St.  Tho- 
mas had  fallen  into  this  incredulity,  because  he  was  se- 
parated from  the  rest,  when  Christ  had  first  appeared 
to  the  disciples,  because  he  stubbornly  refused  his  as- 
sent to  the  fact  of  his  Saviour’s  resurrection,  on  the 
sufficient  testimony  of.  others,  and  because  he  presump- 
tuously prescribed  to  God  the  condition,  on  which 
alone  he  would  consent  to  believe.  Unless  I shall  see 
in  his  hands , he  said,  the  print  of  the  nails , and  fiut  my 
finger  into  the  place  of  the  nails , and  put  my  hand  into 
his  side , I will  wkb$li$ye,\(}t*>.  20:  25.)  Dui£ng  the 
space  of  eight  days  he  persisted  obstinately  in  his  incre- 
dulity, m spite  of  all  the  persuasions  and  reasons  of  the 
other  apostles.  Learn  from  hence  to  avoid  singularity, 
as  a dangerous  rock,  on  which  many  a one,  otherwise 
virtuous,  has  split.  Never  prefer  your  own  judgmentin 
spiritual  things  to  that  of  others.  Meditate  on  the  good- 
ness of  your  God,  who,  as  he  permitted  St.  Peter  to  fall, 
during  his  passion,  in  order  to  show  us  the  weakness  of 
human  nature,  and  to  teach  us  humility,  so  permits  St. 
Thomas  to  remain  so  long  incredulous,  to  teach  us  the 
necessity  of  pelieying  what  we  hay  e not  seen , and  what 
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reason  cannot  fathom,wheh  we  hare  sufficient  motives' 
tu  be  convinced,  that  God’s  veracity  is  pledged  for  the 
certainty  of  the  tenet.  * 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Like  a good  shepherd,  Christ  seeks 
his  lost  sheep.  Me  returns,  therefore,  to  the  apostles, 
he  enters  again;  whilst  the  doors  were  shut,  he  salutes 
them  as  before,  and  turning  to  St.  Thomas,  without  an 
angry  look,  or  a word  of  reproach,  he  amiably  address- 
es him,  Put  in  thy  finger  hither , he  says,  and  see  my 
hand 8)  and  bring  hither  thy  handy  and  fiut  it  into  my  aide; 
and  be  not  incredulous , but  fedthful.  ( Jno.  20.  27.)  Oh 
how  his  heart  must  have  been  inflamed,  when  he  pul  his 
hand  into  those  burning  furnaces  of  lave ! So  ought  y&i 
to  be  inflamed  when  you  approach  the  holy  eucharist. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  admirable  acknowledgment 
of  St.  Thomas,  My  Lord , and  my  God . (Sup.)  He 
confesses  that  he  is  true  man,  and  true  God,  acknow- 
ledging hi&  human  nature  in  the  first*  and  his  divine  na- 
ture in  thesccond  word.  Ponder  these  two  titles;  since 
he  is  your  Lord,  act  not  for  yourself  but  for  him,  and 
as  heis  your  God,  give  him  the  honour  and  worship, 
which  he  deserves.  Say  with  the  royal  psalmist,  Tothety 
O Lardy  mill  I cry9  and  I will  make  sufifilication  to  my 
God . Q Lord  my  Gody  I will  give  firavse  to  thee  for- 
ever. (F».  29.  9.  13.) 


Why  Christ  detained  the  wounds  in  his  glori- 


SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  chose  to  retain  the  marks 
of  his  wounds  in  his  glorified  body,  for  various  rea- 
sons. lstiy.  He  wished  to  strengthen  his  disciples  and 
his  followers,  in  the  belief  of  his  resurrection,  by  show- 
ing them  that  it  was  the  same  body,  which  was  nailed 
to  the  cross,  that  had  risen  again.  2dly.  He  wished  to 
increase  our  confidence,  by  showk^  us  the  marks  of 
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liis  triumph  over  the  world,  encouraging  us  to  have  con - 
fidence , as  he  says,  I have  overcome  the  world . (Jno. 
16.  33.)  3dly.  He  carried  these  wounds  as  a perpetual 
memorial  of  his  love  towards  us,  and  in  order  to  pro- 
voke  us  to  return  love  for  love,  by  suffering  for  him. 
Hence  St.  Paul,  who  fully  appreciated  his  motive,  says 
of  himself,  I bear  the  marks  of  the  Lord  Jesus  in  mtj 
body . (Gal.  6.  17.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  retains  these  wounds,  tp  con- 
vince  us,  that  he  will  take  special  care  of  us,,  whilst  ho 
is  in  heaven.  Can  a woman  forget  her  infant ? Yet 
will  not  I forget  thee%  behold  I have  graven  thee  in  mjf 
hands . (Is.  49.  15.)  He  continually  presents  these 
wounds  to  his  Father,  to  plead  in  our  behalf.  Hence, 
we  may  address  the*  Father  in  the  words  of  David,  Be* 
hold , O God , our  protector , and  look  ufion  the  face  of 
thy  Christ.  (Ps.  83.  10.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  His  wounds  are  to  the  church, 
what  the  fountains,  that  watered  it,  were  to  Paradise.— 
They  are  the  sources  of  every  grace  to  the  faithful.— 
Hence,  Isaiah  says,  ye  shall  draw  waters  with  joy , out 
<f  the  Saviour9 8 fountains.  (13.  3.)  These  divine 
wounds  afford  a refuge  for  the  afflicted  and  distressed 
soul,  in  all  the  accidents  and  crosses,  which  attend  us  in 
this  vale  of  tears.  Whenever,  therefore,  your  mind  and 
heart  are  oppressed,  enter  thou  into  the  rock,  with 
Isaiah,  and  hide  thee  in  the  flits , from  the  face , qf  the 
fear  of  the  Lord.  (3.  10.)  Remember,  that  that  rock  is 
Christ , and  those  pits  his  sacred  wounds.  Remain, 
therefore,  in  the  cliffs  of  the  rock , in  the  hollow  JlloceX 
if  the  wall . (Cant.  2.  14.) 
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On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  good  Shepherd. 

ltORNIKG  ENTERTAINMENT. 

The  Lord  roleth  me,  and  I shall  want  nothing,  he  hath  set 
fee  in  a place  of  pasture.— {Ps.  xxii.  2.] 

SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

I.  Consider,  1st  In  the  gospel  of  this  day,  Christ 
says  of  himself,  I am  the  good  shepherd.  (Jno.  10.  1 1.) 
Ponder  how  well  he  merits  this  title.  Jacob  was  a good 
shepherd,  and  he  says  of  himself,  Day  and  night  was  I 
Parched  with  heat  And  with  frosty  and  sleep  departed 
from  my  eyes . (Gen.  31.  40.)  But  Christ  was  still  a 
better  pastor,  for  after  suffering  these  heats  aud  colds, 
he  finally  laid  down  his  life  for  his  sheep.  He  even  de- 
scended to  their  level  and  below  them,  for  he  verified 
the  oracle  of  Isaiah,  he  shall  be  led  as  a sheep  to  the 
slaughter.  (53.  7.)  But  what  shepherd  ever  fed  his 
sheep  with  his  own  blood?  In  order  to  elevate  them  to  a 
supernatural  state  of  happiness,  Christ  has  done  so.  He 
wave  them  his  flesh  for  food  and  his  blood  for  drink. 
W ho  would  not  wish  to  be  guided  by  such  a shepherd? 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  divine  shepherd  will  visit  you 
tb-day,  to  feed  you,  and  to  defend  you  from  the  wolves 
of  hell.  There  is  no  part  of  a shepherd’s  duty,  which 
he  does  not  perfom  most  willingly.  Hence  he  says  by 
his  prophet,  Behold, , I myself  will  seek  my  sheep,  and 
SSill  visit  them  as  the  shepherd  visits  his  flock,— T will 
feed  them  in  the  most  fruitful  pastures?— I will  seek 
that , which  was  lost,  and  that  which  was  driven  away, 
I will  bring  again:  and  I will  bind  up  that , which  was 
broken:  and  Twill  strengthen  that , which  is  weak , and 
that , Which  is  fat  and  strong , Twill  preserve,  and  T wilt 
feed  them  in  judgment.  (Ezech.  34.  11,  fee.)  Such  h 
die  shepherd,  who  invites  you  to  receive  him. 

IU.  Consider,  3d.  It  is  your  duty  to  take  care,  that 
Qtei*  he*  nothing  in  your  soul,  which  may  offend  this 
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pure  and  all-seeing  shepherd.  Purify  yourself,  there- 
fore, from  all  sin,  and  divest  yourself  of  all  affections  to 
sin.  Besides,  he  says,  My  sheep  hear  my  voice , and  1 
know  themy  and  they  follow  me . (Jno.  10.  27.)  Listen 
then  to  him,  and  obey  him,  in  order  that  you  may  ever 
remain  in  his  fold, 


Christ  appears  to  the  seven  Disciptes>when  they 
mere.juhing, 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  There  were  together  Simon  Pcter^ 
and  Thomas , and  Nathanael , fcfc.  (Jno.  21.  2.)  Pete# 
invites  them  to  fish,  and  they  all  show  a readiness  to  ac- 
company him,  we  also  come  with  thee.  (Sup.)  This  is  an 
emblem  of  that  union,  which  ought  to  exist  among  evange- 
lical labourers,  whom  Christ  pronounces  to  be  fishers  of 
men.  The  disciples  employ  themselves  in  this  occupa- 
tion, both  to  relieve  their  poverty  and  want,  and  to  pre- 
vent idleness.  Imitate  their  example;  and  know  that 
every  descendant  of  Adam  is  destined  some  way  or  other 
to  eat  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  brow;  and  that  idle- 
ness is  the  root  of  every  evil. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  They  laboured  all  night  and 
caught  nothing . Thus  human  industry  is  ever  vain,  un- 
less blessed  with  the  divine  concurrence.  Except  the 
JLord  shall  build  the  house%  they  have  laboured  in  vain 
Who  build  it.  (Ps.  126.  1.)  This  is  chiefly  the  case  in 
regard  to  the  conversion  of  souls,  for  in  these  affairs  no 
man  ought  to  place  confidence  in  his  own  abilities  or  ex- 
ertions, but  he  ought  to  ground  all  his  hopes  of  success 
on  the  assistance  of  heaven.  Neither  he  that planteth  is 
any  thing , nor  he  that  watercth,  but  God  who  girveth 
the  increase.  (1.  Cor.  S.  7.)  During  the  night  of  sin,  no 
Action,  meritorious  of  eteraal  life,  can  be  performed; 
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thus  every  action,  however  virtuous  otherwise,  unless 
done  in  a state  of  grace,  is  lost.  Detest  sin,  then,  above 
every  other  evil. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  But  when  the  morning  was  comcf 
Jesus  stood,  on  the  shores  yet  the  disciples  knew  not  that 
it  was  Jesus . (Jno.  21.  4.)  Thus  Christ  is  frequently  at 
hand  to  relieve  our  necessities,  when  we  think  the  least  of 
it.  He  asks  them  if  they^  have  any  food,  although  he 
knew  that  they  had  none,  because  he  wishes  us  to  ac* 
knowledge  our  wants,  before  he  relieves  them.  He  then 
commands  them  : Cast  the.net  on  the  right  side  of  the 
ship,  and  ye  shall  find.  They  east , therefore , and  now 
they  were  not  able  to  draw  it  for  the  multitude  of fishes , 
(lb.  6.)  Learn  from  hence  how  valuable  is  the  virtue  of 
obedience  to  the  will  of  God.  An  obedient  man  shall 
speak  qf  victory.  (Prov.  21.  28.) 


Christ  appears  to  the  seven  Disciples , when 
they  were  fishing. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  St.  John  knowing  from  the  miracu- 
lous draught  of  fishes,  that  the  person  must  be  Christ, 
without  hesitation  pronounced,  It  is  the  Lord.  (Jno.  21. 
7.)  Peter  immediately  cast  himself  into  the  sea,  in  or- 
der to  approach  his  master.  In  St.  John  is  prefigured 
the  contemplative  life,  which  is  quick-sighted  in  disco- 
vering our  Lord,  and  immediately  points  him  out  to 
others.  St.  Peter  represents  the  fervour  of  active  life, 
which  is  always  ardent  and  forward  in  works  of  piety 
and  zeal.  Apply  yourself  to  both  states  in  proper  pro- 
portion, in  order,  that  by  contemplation  you  may  disco- 
ver the  will  of  God,  aiia  reduce  it  to  pfactice  id  the  state 
of  active  life* 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  As  soon  as  they  came  to  land , they 
saw  hot  coals  lyings  and  a fish  laid  thereon , and  bread . 
(Sup.  9.)  He  himself  invites  them  to  eat,  to  show  his 
goodness  add  paternal  providence  to  mankind  in  general, 
and  to  his  apostles  and  their  successors  in  particular. 
He  will  not  suffer  those,  who  are  employed  in  his  ser- 
vice to  endure  want,  if  they  place  their  confidence  in  him, 
and  44  seek  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  its  justice.’* 
He  invites  all  to  partake,  of  his  munificence,  Come  to 
me , all  ye , that  labour , and  are  heavy  laden , and  I will 
refresh  you . (Mat.  11.  28.)  Accept  of  his  invitation, 
and  cast  thy  care  upon  the  Lord , and  he  shall  sustain 
thee.  (Ps.  55.  23.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Those  whose  duty  it  is  to  exer- 
cise the  office  of  44  fishers  of  men,**  ought  to  follow  the 
injunctions  of  their  master,  Jesus  Christ,  and  cast  their 
net  on  the  right  side.  (Vid.  Sup.)  In  nothing  whatso- 
ever are  purity  of  motive  and  right  intention  more  ne- 
cessary, than  in  the  works  of  the  ministry.  The  apos- 
tles, writes  St.  Bernard,  spread  their  nets , to  catch  fish, 
and  not  gold  and  silver.  (Epis.  137.)  It  is  the  duty  of 
every  Christian,  as  well  as  the  ministers  of  the  gospel,  to 
aim  at  the  salvation  of  their  neighbours*  souls.  44  God 
has  given  charge  to  every  one  of  his  brother.**  In 
his  proper  sphere  and  department  of  life,  every  one 
ought  to  be  an  apostle.  Examine  how  you  perform  this 
duty,  and  whether  you  be  actuated  by  right  intentions  and 
purity  of  motives. 


Christ  commits  the  care  of  his  Sheep  to  St.  Pe- 
ter. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st,  Christ  had  destined  Peter  to  be  his 
vicar  on  earth,  because  he  himself  was  going  to  the  Fa- 
ther, and  because  his  flock  could  not  be  left  without 
some  visible  shepherd.  Before  he  gave  him  this  ap<- 
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pointment,  he  thrice  asked  him,  Simon  son  of  John>  /ov- 
est  thou  me?  (Jno.  21.  15.)  to  show  us  how  well  ground- 
ed, those  ought  to  be  in  the  love  of  God,  who  undertake 
the  care  of  souls.  Pastors,  Parents  and  Masters  ought 
then,  to  be  forcibly  actuated  by  this  divine  principle*  for 
they  have  all,  in  their  different  departments,  the  care  of 
souls.  Examine  yourself,  and  discover  whether  you 
have  a sufficient  stock  of  this  sterling  and  necessary  vir- 
tue, to  discharge  the  duties  of  your  calling,  as  they  should 
be  discharged. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ,  when  Peter  had  said  that 
he  loved  him,  immediately  rejoined  then >feed  my  sheep. 
(Sup.)  The  faithful  are  the  flock  of  Jesus  Christ,  and 
the  apostles  and  their  successors  are'  commissioned  to 
feed  this  flock,  by  teaching,  preaching,  and  administering 
the  sacraments,  and  by  giving  good  example.  Those,  who 
have  embraced  this  calling,  have  an  important  duty  to 
perform.  Let  them  remember  with  fear  and  trembling 
the  prophetic  description  of  the  bad  pastors  of  Israel.— 
Wo  to  the  shepherds  of  Israel , who  fed  themselves;  you 
ate  the  milk , and  ye  clothed  yourselves  with  the  wool , 
and  ye  killed  that  which  was  fat<>  but  my  flock  ye  did  not . 
feed.  (Ezech.  32.  4.  3.)  Let  the  faithful  too,  remember, 
that  they  owe  respect  to  those,  whom  Christ  has  commis- 
sioned to  feed  them  ; that  the  validity  of  his  sacraments 
is  independent  of  the  virtues  or  the  vices jof  their  lawful 
pastors,  and  that  submission  to  them  is  always  a duty. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  foretold  to  St  Peter  the 
kind  of  death,  which  he  was  to  suffer  for  his  sake,  as  a 
certain  pledge  of  their  mutual  love.  Learn  then  to  con- 
sider sufferings,  and  even  death  itself,  as  marks  of  God’s 
affection  for  you,  as  they  really  are.  He  chastises  those 
whom  he  loves.  Jesus  Christ  chose  sufferings  for  his 
mortal  portion  ; he  chose  what  was  best ; he  performed 
the  will  of  his  Father,  consequently  the  man,  who  has 
sufferings  to  endure,  imitates  his  Saviour,  and  is  speci- 
ally favoured  by  his  creator. 
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Christ  appears  to  his  Disciples  on  the  Mount 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  ineffable  goodness  of  our 
Lord,  who,  in  order  that  all  his  disciples  might  see 
him  at  once,  and  be  convinced  of  his  resurrection,  order- 
ed them  to  repair  to  a mountain  in  Galilee.  This  was 
probably  that  memorable  apparition,  which  St.  Paul 
mentions  when  he  says,  Then  he  was  seen  by  more  than 
five  hundred  brethren  at  once . (1.  Cor.  15.  6.)  Ima- 
gine with  what  fervour  the  disciples  went  to  witness  this 
spectacle.  O that  you  would  imitate  them,  when  you 
present  yourself  before  him  in  his  church  ! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  appeared  to  them,  comfort- 
ed them,  and  confirmed  them  in  their  faith.  He  then 
said,  all  power  is  given  to  me  in  heaven  and  in  earth . 
(Mat.  28.  18.)  This  power,  as  God,  he  had  from  all 
eternity,  but  he  received  it  in  time,  as  man,  in  reward  of 
his  sufferings  and  merits.  Rejoice  at  the  power  of  that 
divine  Being,  who  loves  you  so  affectionately.  Feel  con- 
fidence under  his  protecting  wing,  and  say  with  the  pro- 
phet, If  armies  in  camps  should  stand  together  against 
me , my  heart  shall  not  fear;  if  a battle  should  rise  up 
against  mey  in  this  I will  be  confident . (Ps.  26.  3.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Go  yey  therefore , and  teach  all 
nations , baptizing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father , and 
of  the  Son , and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  (Mat.  28.  19*.)  He 
thus  institutes  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  and  ordains, 
that  it  shall  take  the  place  of  ancient  circumcision.  As 
circumcision  was  the  entrance  into  the  number  of  God*s 
chosen  people,  of  old,  so  is  baptism  the  entrance  into 
his  church  in  the  new  law.  But  the  advantages  of  bap- 
tism  are  far  greater.  But  baptism,  or  faith  alone,  is  not 
sufficient  for  salvation;  the  observance  of  God’s  com- 
mandments is  also  requisite.  Teaching  them,  continues 
Jesus  Christ,  to  observe  all  things , whatsoever  I have 
commanded  you.  St  James  emphatically  writes,  who - 
eoever  ehall  keep  the  whole  law j but  offend  in  one  pointy 
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is  become  guilty  of  all . (2.  10;)  Admit*  then,  the  ne- 
cessity of  good  works,  and  observe  the  whole  law  in  per- 
fection. 


On  other  apparitions  during  the  forty  days. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  our  Lord,  as  St.  Luke  writes, 
showed  himself  alivey  after  his  passion , by  many  protfs , 
for  forty  days  appearing  to  them,  (Acts.  1.  3.)  Christ 
remained  with  them  for  so  long  a time,  in  order  to  in- 
crease and  strengthen  their  faith  in  his  resurrection. 
Although  during  that  time,  he  was  always  present  with 
them  in  an  invisible  manner,  yet  he  only  favoured  them 
with  his  visible  presence  at  intervals.  Like  a tender 
mother  he  wished  to  accustom  them  by  degrees  to  more 
solid  and  substantial  spiritual  foody  than  the  consolation 
of  his  personal  presence. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  these-apparitions,  Christ  as  St. 
Luke  observes,  spoke  of  the  kingdom  of  God . (Vid. 
Sup.)  He  did  not  converse  with  them  on  worldly  tri- 
fles, or  objects  of  idle  curiosity,  but  of  the  means  of  gaining 
the  kingdom  of  God,  by  tribulations  and  sufferings.  The 
kingdom  of  heaven  suffereth  violence , and  the  violent 
bear  it  away.  (Mat.  11.  12.)  Learn  hence  willingly 
to  engage  in  pious  conversation.  It  is  very  probable, 
that  during  these  forty  days,  Christ  delivered  many  m- 
structions  to  his  apostles  concering  the  form  and  govern- 
ment of  his  future  church,  which  have  been  handed  down 
to  us  by  tradition.  Entreat  your  Saviour  to  converse 
with  you  in  the  secret  closet  of  your  heart,  and  there  ob- 
struct you  in  his  holy  law.  Say  with  the  prophet,  Ble*~ 
%ed  art  thou , O Lord , teach  me  thy  justyicvtione.  (Ps. 
118.  12.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Reflect  seriously  within  yourself, 
how  often  God  has  spoken  interiorly  to  your  heart,,  con- 
cerning t^e  kingdom  of  God,  moving  you  to  a desire  of 
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ensuring  it,  by  works  of  mortification,  temperance,  cha- 
rity, and  perfection.  Perhaps  you  have  not  paid  atten- 
tion to  his  voice.  Listen  to  him  for  the  future,  lest  he 
should  inflict  on  you  some  of  those,  plagues  of  which 
Moses  speaks.  The  Lord  shall  increase  thy  plagues^ 
and  the  plagues  of  thy  seed , plagues  great  and  lasting , 
.infirmities,  grievous  and  perpetual , because  thou  hear - 
est  not  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God . (Deut.  28.  59, 
and  62.) 


Bn  the  different  Circumstances,  which  attended 
Christ’s  Apparitions . 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  various  circumstances,  which 
accompanied  the  apparitions  of  Christ  after  his  resur- 
rection, are  like  those,  which  attend  his  interior  visits  to 
the  souls  of  his  faithful  servants.  His  apparitions  were 
always  of  short  duration,  and  they  were  more  or  less 
frequent  according  to  the  dispositions  and  fervour  of 
those,  to  whom  he  appeared.  The  same  economy  of 
providence  God  observes  in  regard  to  the  devout  soul; 
he  does  not  always  evince  his  presence  with  her  by  sen- 
sible consolations,  nor  are  these  consolations  without  in- 
terruption. Inflame  your  heart  with  his  love,  that  you 
may  the  ofitener  enjoy  his  presence,  and  in  order  that  you 
may  be  able  to  say  with  the  spouse  in  the  canticles,  Jf 
you  find  my  beloved , tell  him , that  I languish  with  love . 
(5.  8.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  appeared  most  generally 
unexpectedly,  and  as  unexpectedly  withdrew  himself 
Thus  he  increased  the  desire  of  his  disciples  for  the  fa- 
vour of  hb  personal  presence.  In  the  same  manner  he 
vbits  hb  faithful  souls.  Hence,  St.  Bernard  observes, 
Joy  and  content  may  be  found  m this  world  tn  the  pre - 
sence  of  the  spouse,  but  not  satiety , (in.  Cant.  Ser.  32.) 
'Do  not,  therefore^  expect,  that  your  soul  will  be  fully  iir 
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tisfied  with  spiritual  joy  in  this  world,  but  be  content  to 
taste  only  the  sweetness  of  the  divine  presence.  If  you 
love  your  God,  as  you  ought,  you  may  justly  say  with 
holy  David,  I shall  be  satisfied  when  thy  glory  shall 
appear.  fPs.  16.  15.) 

, III.  Consider,  3d.  The  times  and  places  fcf  Christ’s 
apparitions,  were  various.  So  it  Is  with  his  interior 
visits  to  the  soul:  they  sometimes  take  place  during 
prayer,  sometimes  during  sermons,  or  spiritual  reading, 
and  at  other  times,  in  the  midst  of  occupation  and  busi- 
ness. The  spirit  breatheth  where  he  will,  (Jno.  3.  8.) 
Sometimes  Christ  appears  in  disguise,  as  he  did  to  the 
Affectionate  Magdalene,  and  to  the  disciples  going  to 
Emmaus:  sometimes  in  his  own  shape  and  figure,  and 
at  other  times  he  employs  the  ministry  of  angels.  In  the 
same  manner  he  manifests  himself  to  his  faithful  servants 
now;  sometimes  immediately  by  himself,  at  other  times 
obscurely,  and  more  frequently  by  the  voice  of  superiors, 
directors,  and  instructors.  Beseech  him  to  open  your 
eyes,  so  that  you  may  know  him  in  whatever  manner  he 
appears  to  you.  Say  with  the  spouse,  Show  me , O thou , 
whom  my  soul  loveth , where  thou  feedest , Where  thou 
liest  in  the  mid-day.  (Cant.  1.  6.) 


On  Holy  Communion . * 

Consider  Christ  as  the  comforter  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

^flieliord,  therefore,  will  comfort  Sion,  and  will  comfort  all 
the  ruins  thereof,  and  he  will  make  her  desert,  as  a place  of 
pleasure.— [Is.  |i.  3.] 

THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

* I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  says  in  the  gospel  of  to-day, 
J will  tee  y&u  again^and  yo Ur* heart  shall  rr/bice,  tfid 
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your  joy  no  wan  shall  take  from  you . (Jno.  16.  22.) 
Reflect  how  numerous  are  the  afflictions  of  the  just , (Ps. 
33.  20.)  from  within  and  without;  how  vain  and  empty 
are  all  the  pleasures  of  the  world;  and  that  no  solid  com- 
fort can  be  found,  except  in  God,  and  in  the  pursuit  of 
heavenly  things.  Hence  our  Lord  is  pronounced  by  St. 
Paul,  to  be  the  God  qf  all  consolation , who  conforteth 
us  in  all  our  tribulations.  (2.  Cor.  1.  3.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  the  eucharist,  Christ  is  properly 
the  comforter  of  the  afflicted.  Therefore,  David  sings, 
thou  hast  firefiared  a table  before  me , against  them  that 
afflict  me;  and  my  chalice , which  inebriateth  mey  how 
goodly  it  is!  (Ps.  22.  5.)  The  eucharist  is  an  ocean 
overflowing  with  spiritual  delight,  inebriating  the  mind 
with  ineffable  sweetness.  ’ Thou  hast  visited  the  earth 
and  hast  plentifully  watered  it^hou  hast  many  ways 
enriched  it.  (Ps.  64.  10.)  If  it®o  not  enrich  you,  the 
reason  must  be,  because  you  do  not  bring  with  you  pro*" 
per  dispositions. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  necessary  dispositions,  to 
enjoy  the  delights  of  this  spiritual  banquet,  are,  1st.  A 
sincere  grief  for  your  past  sins;  for  according  to  the  mul- 
titude of  my  sorrows  in  my  hearty  thy  conforts  have 
given  joy  to  my  soul.  (Ps.  93*.  19.)  2dly.  You  must 
feel  an  aversion  to  the  follies  and  vanities  of  this  world, 
and  hunger  and  thirst  after  spiritual  things.  Hence  our 
Lord  says,  by  the  mouth  of  Jeremy,  I have  inebriated 
the  weary  soul , and  I have  filled  every  hungry  soul.— 
(31.  25.)  Approach,  then,  with  confidence,  that  ye  may 
suck  and  be  filled  with  the  breasts  of  her  consolation^- 
(Is.  66*.  11.) 
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On  the  Benefit  of  Creation. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAYS 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  were  you,  before  God  creat- 
ed you?  Nothing;  and  you  would  always  have  remained 
so,  had  not  God,  out  of  mere  goodness,  without  any  me- 
rits of  yours,  given  you  existence.  From  among  mil- 
lions of  possible  beings,  he  selected  you.  After  having  i 
decreed  to  give  you  a being,  he  might  havb  given  you  i 
any  other  form,  than  that  which  you  possess.  There 
was  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  placing  you  among  the 
works  of  inanimate  or  irrational  nature.  Cannot  I ds 
with  you  a9  the  potter,  O house  qf  Israel , saith  the  Lord ; 
behold , as  clay  is  in  the  hand  of  the  potter,  so  are  ye  in 
my  hand,  O house  of  Isrqel.  (Jer.  18.  6.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  That  God  has  given  you  a rational 
soul,  is  a second  benefit.  Ponder  the  excellencies  of 
this  soul  of  yours.  It  is  a pure  spirit,  like  the  angels 
and  God  himself.  Leahi,  then,  that  the  nature  of  your 
soul  requires,  that  you  should  seek  spiritual  things,  and 
not  attach  yourself  so  miserably  as  you  do,  to  corporal 
pleasures  and  trapsitory  goods.  This  soul  of  yours,  is 
by  its  own  nature  immortal,  and  cannot  be  destroyed  by 
any  created  power,  and  will  not  be  destroyed  by  the 
oreator.  As  you  are  immortal  by  nature,  take  care, 
that  you  be  so  by  grace;  for  sin  is  the  death  of  the  soul. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  God  has  endowed  this  soul  with 

many  noble  faculties,  chiefly  the  memory,  the* under- 
standing, and  the  will.  Your  free  will  rehders  you  su- 
preme master  of  your  own  actions.  Reflf  ct  what  returns 
you  can  make  to  the  great  Creator  for  such  favours.  At 
least,  return  him  these  faculties,  without  spot  or  blemish, 
and  beware,  lest  you  suffer  the  reproach,  Thou  hast 
forsaken  the  God,  who  begot  thee,  and  hast  forgotten 
the  Lord , who  created  thee . (Deut.  32.  18.)  i 
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On  the  qfU  of  Cr&rtitm*  v 

PART  3RC0Np< 

TUESDAY.  ; 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  wonderful  combinaStans  end 
perfections,  which  are  discoverable  in  the  composition 
of  your  body.  Thy  hands  have  made  me,  exclaimed  the 
enraptured  Job,  and  fashioned  me  wholly  round  about • 
(10.  8.)  Observe  with  what  variety  of  members  and 
senses  God  has  furnished  your  body.  They  are  all 
adapted  to  the  convenience  of  each  other,  and  of  the 
whole  body.  Every  thing  is  disposed  in  its  proper  place, 
so  that  there  is  nothing  wanting  in  this  stupendous  fabric, 
nothing  superfluous.  Hence,  David  cries  out,  Thy 
knowledge  is  become  wonderful,  (Ps.  138.  6.)  that  is,  as 
St.  Basil  explains  R,  in  the  structure  of  my  body,  thy 
knowledge  is  magnificently  displayed , and  I cannot 
reach  it.  (Apud  Bellar.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Every  member  of  your  body  is  * 
particular  and  distinct  favour  of  God.  Reflect  how 
wretched  you  would  be,  had  you  been  bom  hlind,  deaf 
or  dumb.  How  gratefiil  you  would  be  to  the  man,  who 
should  restore  to  you  the  use  of  any  one  of  your  limbs, 
if  you  had  lost  it!  How  much  more  grateful,  then,  ought 
you  to  be  to  God,  fir  having  given  them  to  you  whole 
and  entire!  Take  care  that  you  do  not  abuse  , any  of 
them,  to  the  displeasure  and  dishonour  of  their  Creator, 
by  yielding  them, to  serve  uncleanness  and  iniquity , unto 
iniquity ; but  yield  them  to  serve  justice , unto  sanctjfi* 
cation.  (Vid.  Rfttn.  6;  19.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  just  it  is,  that  he*  who  created 
you  entirety,  should  likewise  entirely  possess  yob!  For 
who,  asks  the  apostle,  filanteth  a vineyard , and  eatethnot 
of  the  fruit  thereof?  (1.  Cor.  9. 7.)  God  has  planted  youas 
a choice  vine  in  his  vineyard;  yield  him,  therefore,  the 
fruits  .of  piety,  charity,  patience,  and  every  Christian  virtue* 
All  that  you  possess,  writes  St.  Bernard,  you  owe  to 
him,  from  whom  you  have  received  fc*  (Dequadr.  deb.) 
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On  t fce  Benefit  qf  Preservation . 

PART  FIRST* 

WEDNESDAY. 

t.  Consider)  1st.  By  creation)  God  gave  you  your* 
Self  but  once;  but  by  preserration)  he  does  the  same 
every  moment  of  your  life.  Unless  he  preserved  you, 
you  would  immediately  fall  into  your  original  non-exis- 
tence. The  noon  beam  has  not  so  strict  a dependence 
on  the  sun,  as  you  have  on  God.  The  man,  who  is 
held  by  another  from  a high  tower  over  a deep  precipice) 
every  moment  in  danger  of  felling,  would  not  be  so  dar- 
ingly mad,  as  to  revile  and  insult  the  man,  who  held  him. 
So  ought  you  not  to  dare  to  insult  God,  who  holds  your 
thread  of  mortal  existence  in  his  hand. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  you  cannot  live  without  God, 
so  you  cannot  exercise  any  action  of  life  without  his  im- 
mediate concurrence.  Without  this,  you  cannot  even 
j«nove  your  hand,  open  your  eyes,  or  utter  a word;  /or  iu 
him>  exclaimed  St.  Paul,  we  live , and  we  move , and  we 
are . (Acts,  17.  28.)  Hence,  St.  Augustine  thus  expres- 
sed his  gratitude:  You  place  me  under  obligation*  to  yo% 
O Lord,  every  moment , because  every  moment  you  be - 
stow  great  benefit s on  me.  (In  Soliloq.  c.  18.) 

HI*  Consider,  3d.  God  does  not  merely  preserve 
your  life,  but  guards  it  from  innumerable  evils  and  mise- 
ries, which  others  suffer.  Thus  the  miseries  of  others 
constitute  your  benefit.  Ask  yourself  why  you  are  not, 
like  many  others,  blind,  deaf,  dumb,  lame,  or  oppressed 
with  a thousand  diseases  and  infirmities?  Why  have 
you  not,  like  so  many  others,  been  slam,  or  met  with  acci- 
dental death?  God  has  hitherto  delivered  you  from  all 
these  misfortunes,  in  order  that  you,  being  grateful  for  so 
many  favours,  might  serve  Mm  without  fear^  in  holiness 
ttnd  justice  before him  all  four  days . (Vid.  Luk.  1*  74.) 
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On  the  Benefit  of  Pregervatwn, 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  your  preserver,  God  has  not 
only  removed  evils  from  you,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
out,  acting  the  part  of  a most  indulgent  parent,  he  has 
provided  you  most  abundantly  with  every  necessary  and 
convenience.  His  hands  have  furnished  this  lower  world 
for  you,  as  a temporary  habitation;  he  has  enlightened  it 
with  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars,  for  your  benefit  and  de- 
light, and  has  stored  it  with  living  animals  for  your  use. 
In  fine,  whatever  you  admire  on  the  surface  of  the  earth, 
or  below  it,  whatever  ranges  on  it,  or  swims  in  the  sea, 
or  inhabits  the  regions  of  the  air,  are  all  yours.  What  ft 
many  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him ? Thou  hast  sub- 
jected all  things  under  his  feet , all  sheep,  and  oxen ; 
moreover  the  beasts  also  of  thefieidsy  the  birds  qf  the 
airy  and  the  fishes  of  the  seay  which  pass  through  the 
paths  qf  the  sea . (Ps.  8.  5,  8.)  If  there  be  such  delight 
in  the  earthy  which  is  man's  prison-housey  exclaims  St. 
Augustine,  what  must  there  be  in  our  future  palace? 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Not  content  with  having  provided 
all  these  things  for  you,  God  condescends  to  concur  with 
creatures  for  your  advantage.  In  the  fire,  he  warms 
you;  he  enlightens  you  in  the  sun;  in  the  afr,  he  refreshes 

Sou;  and  he  feeds  you  in  your  food.  Say,  therefore,  with 
t.  Augustine,  as  there  is  no  hour  or  momenty  O Lardy 
4n  which  I do  not  enjoy  your  benefitSy  so  ought  there  to 
he  no  moment  in  which  you  are  not  present  before  my 
eyes  by  remembrancey  and  in  which  I do  not  love  you 
tHth  all  my  strength . (Aug.  Soliloq.  c.  18.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  God  has  bestowed  other  benefits 
on  you,  that  belong  to  the  mind*— Such  are  good  edu- 
cation, parental  care,  the  counsel  and  example  of  the 
virtuous,  the  endowments  of  knowledge,  the  convenien- 
ces of  life,  perhaps  with  little  labour  of  yours,  which 
others  have  to  obtain  with  the  sweat  of  their  brow,  and 
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sometimes  at  the  imminent  danger  of  losing  their  souls. 
Say  with  the  psalmist,  What  tthall  I render  to  the  Lord , 
for  all  the  things , that  he  hath  rendered  to  me.  (115.  3.) 
He  desires  nothing  in  return  but  yourself.— My  sony  he 
says,  give  me  thy  heart . (Prov.  23.  26.) 


On  the  Benefit  of  Redemption. 

* 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  order  that  you  may  the  better 
understand  the  extent  of  this  benefit,  reflect  bow  misera- 
ble you  would  be,  were  you  to  become  a slave  to  some 
cruel  tyrant,  who  should  force  you  to  endure  perpetual 
imprisonment,  hunger,  and  thirst,  and  frequent  scourges. 
Remember  what  the  children  of  Israel  suffered  in  their 
Egyptiap  bondage  and  their  captivity  at  Babylon.  Re- 
flect what  you  would  have  to  suffer,  were  you  enslaved 
by  some  unfeeling  T urkish  despot,  and  what  would  you 
not  give  for  your  ransom? 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  slavery  of  sin  is  far  more  se- 
vere than  this.  Sin  enslaves  us  to  the  devil,  as  St.  Paul 
observes,  (2.  Tim.  2.  26.)  and  renders  us  obnoxious  to 
the  torments  of  hell.  We  were  all  thus  enslaved,  and 
there  were  no  means  by  which  we  could  be  delivered 
from  this  tyranny,  had  not  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God 
descended  from  heaven,  and  undertaken  to  atone  for  our 
sins,  and  deliver  us  from  this  cruel  bondage.  We  owe 
this  benefit  to  him,  who  gave  himsef  for  us9  that  he 
might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity . (Tit.  2.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  did  not  do  this  for  his  own 
advantage,  or  because  he  had  any  need  of  us.  Thou  art 
my  God , says  David,  for  thou  hast  no  need  qf  my  goods  " 
(Ps.  15.  2.)  He  did  not  act  thus  from  any  deserts  of 
ours,  which  then  neither  were  nor  could  be  any,  but  from 
his  own.  mere  goodness  and  mercy.  In  his  love  and  in 
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his  mercy  f says  Isaiah,  he  redeemed  them , and  lifted  them 
up.  all  the  day  a of  old . (63.  9.)  Who  would  not  love  so 
loving  a Lord,  and  surrender  himself  entirely  to  that  Be- 
ing, without  whose  assistance  he  would  have  been  en- 
tirely lost? 


On  the  Benefit  of  Redemption. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,' 1st.  The  manner,  in  which  Christ  re-* 
deemed  you  from  the  slavery  of  sin  was  most  efficacious. 
The  royal  prophet  might  well  tell  the  world,  that  with 
him  there  is  plenteous  redemption . (Ps.  129.7.)  By 
his  absolute  power,  he  might  have  remitted  all  sin;  with- 
out assuming  human  nature;  but  if  he  did  choose  to  unite 
his  divinity  to  human  nature,  he  might  have  satisfied  the 
rigour  of  his  Father’s  justice,'  by  the  least  suffering  after 
his  incarnation.  But  your  Redeemer  suffered  so  much, 
in  order,  that  where  »in  abounded , grace  also  might 
abound  more:  (Vid.  Rom.  5.  20.)  He  wished,  also,  to 
leave  you  a perfect  example,  that  you  should  follow  his 
steps . (1.  Pet.  2.  21.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  suffered  in  every  scene  of 

his  life.  His  pains  commenced  in  the  manger,  and  they 
were  contihued  in  his  circumcision,  and  during  his  flight 
into  Egypt.  He  suffered  from  hunger  and  thirst,  and 
cold  and  nakedness.  During  his  passion,  he  was  scourg- 
ed at  the  pillar,  crowned  with  thorns,  and  nailed  to  an 
ignominious  cross.  He  suffered  all  this  for  his  enemies, 
that  is,  for  all  sinners.  Who  ever  suffered  so  much  for 
his  friends?  Hence,  the  church,  unable  to  restrain  her 
feelings  of  gratitude  and  admiration,  gives  vent  to  them, 
in  the  enthusiastic  words,  on  the  eve  of  Easter,  O happy 
fault , which  deserved  to  have  such  and  so  great  a Re- 
deemer. (Ben.  cer.)  * 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  What  return  you  ought  to  make 
to  such  a Redeemer.  Ask  yourself,  with  St.  Bernard,  If 
I owe  my  whole  self  to  God,  for  having  been  created , 
what  more  shall  I add  for  having  been  restored , and 
restored  too  in  such  a manner  ? For  I was  not  so  easi- 
ly restored  as  created . (De.  Dil.  Deo.)  Consider  your- 
self henceforward,  as  the  servant  of  Jesus  Christ ; thank 
him  for  the  favour  he  has  bestowed  on  you,  and  surren- 
der yourself  entirely  to  his  service.  Reflect  often  on  the 
admonition  of  the  apostle,  You  are  bought  with  a great 
pricey  glorify  and  bear  God  in  your  body . (1.  Cor.  6.  20.) 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  Advocate. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Behold,  the  Lord  God  is  my  helper,  who  is  he,  that  shall 
condemn  me. — [Is.  1.  9.] 

FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  are  told  in  the  gospel  of  the 
present  Sunday,  that  Christ  said  to  his  disciples,  / go  to 
himy  that  sent  me,  and  it  is  Expedient  for  you  that  I go. 
(Jno.  16.  5,  7.)  Our  Lofd  \vent  to  his  eternal  Father 
to  plead  for  us,  in  the  supreme  consistory  of , heaven,  as 
our  patron,  advocate  and  intercessor.  We  have  an  ad- 
vocate with  the  Father , Jesus  Christy  the  justy  says  St. 
John,  (I.  Ep.  2.  I.)  and  St.  Paul  writes,  there  is  one 
mediator  of  God  and  many  the  man  Christ  Jesus.  (1. 
Tim.  2.  5.)  It  is,  therefore,  truly  expedient,  that  he 
should  go  to  the  Father  to  intercede  for  us,  for  we  have 
been  guilty  of  many  crimes. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  an  advantage  it  would  be  to 
a criminal,  to  have  in  an  earthly  court,  the  king’s  own. 
and,  only  son  for  his  advocate,  willing  and  desirous  of 
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promoting  his  pardon.  Such  a one  in  your  regard  is 
Jesus  Christ,  who  hath  loved  us}  and  washed  us  from 
our  sins  in  his  own  blood . (Apoc.  1.  5.)  He  is  infi- 
nitely powerful,  and  consequently  well  able  to  obtain  for 
you  every  favour  and  grace,  of  which  you  stand  in  need, 
for  he  says,  all  things  are  delivered  to  me  by  my  Father . 
(Luk.  lO.  22.)  * 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  you  ought  to  wish  for  the 
happy  hour,  in  which  your  advocate  will  enter  your  soul 
in  the  holy  eucharist.  Then  you  can  unfold  all  your 
miseries,  necessities  and  distress;  and  induce  him  to 
plead  for  your  efficacious  redress.  Take  care,  then,  that 
your  soul  be  pure  from  sin  and  divested  of  every  affec- 
tion to  it;  for  wisdom , says  the  wise  man,  will  not  enter 
into  a malicious  soul , nor  dwell  in  a body  subject  to  sin . 
(Wis.  1 . 4.)  Remember  that  your  advocate  is  uncre- 
ated wisdom  itself. 


On  the  Benefit  of  Adoption. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Behold,  what  manner  6/  charity 
the  Father  hath  bestowed  ufion  us , that  we  should  be 
named , and  should  be  the  sons  qf  God.  (1.  John,  3.  I.) 
This  Father  of  mercy  was  not  satisfied  with  sending  his 
only  Son  to  redeem  us;  he  has  also  adopted  us  for  his 
children.  This  favour  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the 
meanness  of  the  being  adopted,  the  dignity  oi  God,  who 
adopts  you,  and  the  sublime  condition,  to  which  he  ele- 
vates you.  What  is  more  vile  or  base  than  man,  and 
what  more  exalted  than  God?  As  to  his  body,  man  is 
nothing  but  a composition  of  the  dust  of  the  earth,  sub- 
ject to  a thousand  infirmities,  and  destined  to  become 
ultimately  the  food  of  loathsome  worms.  As  to  his  soul 
he  is  constantly  subject  to  sin,  an  abyss  of  ignorance*  and 
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a model  of  inconstancy.  Reflect  how  contracted  are  his 
intellectual  faculties,  how  small  is  his  portion  of  know- 
ledge, and  to  what  miseries  he  is  subject.  Hence  Job 
exclaims,  What  it  man , that  thou  shouldst  magnify 
him , or  why  doest  thou  set  thy  heart  upon  him,  (7.  17.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  On  the  other  hand,  God,  who  has 
adopted  you,  is  infinitely  great,  good,  and  almighty. 
What  a dignity  it  is  to  be  the  adoptive  son  of  such  a Be- 
ing ! If  it  were  considered  a wonderful  elevation  in  the  * 
Patriarch  Joseph  to  be  taken  out  of  prison  and  made 
Lord  of  Egypt,  (Gen.  41.  40.)  in  Saul  to  have  been  ta- 
ken by1  the  prophet  when  seeking  his  father’s  asses,  and 
anointed  king,  (1.  Kings,  9,)  and  in  David  from  follow- 
ing the  ewes  great  with  young  (Ps.  77.  70.)  to  be  raised 
to  a throne,  what  ought  we  think  of  the  dignity  of  becom- 
ing the  adoptive  sons  of  God  ? Dust  and  ashes  are  asso- 
ciated to  the  sovereign  Lord  of  all  things,  and  the  compa- 
nions of  worms,  is  destined  to  become  the  companion  of 
angels. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Under  what  obligations  you  are 
to  God  for  having  thus  honoured  you,  raising  the  needy 
from  the  earth , and  lifting  up  the  poor  mam  out  of  the 
dung-hill , that  he  may  place  hint  with  princes . (Ps. 
112.  7.)  Oh,  exalted  honour!  you  who  do  not  deserve, 
even  to  be  the  servant  of  God,  are  made  his  adoptive  son. 
Acknowledge , therefore , O Christian , your  dignity , 
writes  the  eloquent  St.  Leo,  and  since  you  are  become  a 
partaker  qf  the  divine  nature , do  not  by  any  unworthy 
behaviour  degenerate  to  your  former  baseness,  (Ser.  I. 
de.  Nat.) 
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On  the  Benefit  of  Adaption. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Many  advantageous  consequences 
result  to  man,  from  the  benefit  of  adoption.  It  places 
us  under  the  special  protection  of  God,  who  governs, 
maintains,  and  defends  us,  as  an  affectionate  father  does 
his  children.  Hence,  royal  David  exclaims,  as  a father 
hath  comfiasaion  on  his  children , so  hath  the  Lord  com - 
passion  on  them,  tha  t fear  him . (Ps.  102.  13.)  By  the 
prophet  Isaiah,  he  makes  still  greater  promises:  Can  a 
mother  forget  her  infant , so  as  not  to  have  pity  on  the 
son  of  her  coomb?  and  if  she  should for  get)  yet  will  not 
l forget  thee . (49,  15.)  How  great  is  our  security, 
when  we  are  protected  by  such  a Father!  When  he 
stands  with  us,  we  need  not  fear  who  stands  against  us, 

II.  Consider,  2d.  By  this  adoption  we  are  made  par- 
takers of  the  divine  nature,  (2.  Pet.  1.  4.)  and,  in  ao  in- 
ferior sense,  even  Gods,  according  to  the  expression  of 
the  psalmist,  I said  ye  are  Gods , and  all  ef  you , the  son* 

the  Mosf  High . (Ps.  81.  6.)  By  this  adoption,  we 
partake,  in  some  degree,  of  the  divine  perfections,-**- 
such  as  wisdom,  fortitude,  justice,  charity,  and  God*$ 
other  attributes,  which  are  his  by  his  own  nature,  and 
communicated  to  us  by  grace.  Learn,  then,  duly  to  ap«- 
predate  a benefit,  which  assimilates  you,  in  some  respect, 
to  God. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  benefit  of  adoption  makes  us 
heirs  to  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  according  to  the  expres- 
sion of  the  apostle,  you  are  heirs  indeed  of  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Christ.  (Vid.  Rom*  8.  17.)  Consider 
heaven,  therefore,  as  your  inheritance,  and  say  with  the 
philosopher  whom  the  light  of  reason  instructed  in  this 
truth,  lam  bom  for  greater  things  thqn  to  be  the  slavf 
tf  my  own  flesh . (Vid.  Cor.  a Lap.,  c.  13.  ad  Rpm-)1** 
Direct  yppr  thoughts  and  affections,  therefore!  to  heaven* 
where  your  eternal  treasure  exists;  cP*tema 
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things,  and  surrender  your  mind  to  such  only,  as  are 
great  and  everlasting,  and  do  not  degenerate  from  the 
lofty  thought*  of  the  eon*  of  God . (Vid.  Vit.  Baltlf. 
Alvar.) 


On  the  Benefit  of  Moption, 

FART  THIRD. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  have  contracted  many  obliga- 
tions, in  consequence  of  our  adoption  by  Almighty  God. 
We  are  bound,  in  the  first  place,  to  love  tenderly,  and 
from  our  whole  hearts,  so  affectionate  a parent.  If 
earthly  children  naturally  love  their  parents,  from  whom 
they  have  received  only  what  is  temporal,  with  how 
much  greater  ardour  ought  you  to  love  your  God,  who 
l*  your  Father , that  hath  possessed  you , and  made  you, 
nnd  created  you ? (Vid.  Deut.  32.  6.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  We  are  bound  not  only  to  love 

Ctod,  but  also  to  honour  him  as  our  Father,  and  to  show 
that  respect  and  reverence,  which  his  service  and  out 
duty  require.  Honour  thy  father  and  thy  mother , that 
thou  may st  he  long  lived  upon  the  land:  (Ex.  20.  12.) 
and  God  himself  says,  by  the  prophet  Malachi,  If  then, 
I be  a father , where  is  my  honour ? (1.  4.)  We  can- 

not show  this  respect  and  honour  to  our  Father  without 
imitating  him.  Christ  therefore  says,  Be  ye,  therefore , 
perfect , as  also  your  heavenly  Father  is  perfect . (Mat 
9*  48.)  And  St.  Paul,  who  had  deeply  imbibed  the  spi- 
rit of  his  Master,  tells  his  Ephesian  converts,  Be  ye, 
therefore,  followers  of  God,  a*  most  dear  children.  (Ep. 
4.  I.)  You  must  imitate  his  sanctity  and  impeccability, 
his  charity,  mercy,  and  justice,  together  with  his  other 
•perfections.  Ye  shall  be  holy , he  says,  because  I 
paly,  (Lev.  1L  45.) 
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til.  Consider,  3d.  We  are  bound,  in  consequence  of 
the  benefit  of  adoption,  to  fear  our  Father.  Let  every 
one  fear  his  Father.  (Lev.  19.  3.)  If  children  of  this 
world  are  afraid  of  offending  their  parents,  lest  they 
should  be  disinherited  by  them,  how  much  more  reason 
have  we  to  fear  God?  Beware,  lest  it  may  ever  be  said 
of  you,  I have  brought  up,  children , and  exalted  them% 
but  they  have  despised  me.  (Is.  1. 2.)  You  will  despise 
him,  if  instead  of  his  will,  you  follow  your  own,  and  pre* 
fer  your  own  ideas  to  his  counsels  and  commands. 


On  the  Benefits  resulting  from  the  Sacraments. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Your  heavenly  Father  is  not  sim- 
ply  content  to  have  adopted  you  for  his  son,  but  he  has 
employed  various  means,  in  order  to  make  you  perse* 
▼ere  in  the  grace  of  that  adoption.  The  chief  of  these 
means  are  the  seven  sacraments,  through  which,  as 
through  so  many  channels,  he  wishes  his  favourite  gra- 
ces to  flow,  and  render  your  soul  fertile  in  good  works. 
In  these  you  can  find  an  antidote  against  every  disease, 
fend  assistance  in  every  distress.  H ence,  the  church  may 
say  to  you  with  the  prophet,  You  shall  draw  water  with 
joy , out  of  the  Saviour's  fountain.  (Is.  12.  3.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  infinite  wisdom  of  God  has 
adapted  the  sacraments  to  all  our  spiritual  wants  and 
necessities.  By  baptism  we  are  regenerated,  freed  from 
original  sin,  and  admitted  into  the  church.  This  rege^ 
nerated  life  is  increased  and  strengthened  by  confirma- 
tion. The  eucharist  is  its  solid  and  substantial  support. 
If  it  be  attacked  by  any  spiritual  disease,  or  even  it  it  be 
vitally  injured,  we  have  a remedy  in  penance,  and  ex- 
treme unction  arms  it  against  the  last  and  most  danger-* 
ous  combat.  Holy  orders  and  matrimony  are  instituted, 
in  order  to  enable  those,  who  embrace  them,  to  perform 
their  important  duties  consistently  yrith  the  spirit  of  God 
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and  rdigkrti.  We  may  truly  say  with  the  Psalmist, 
Bleated  tire  they , that  dwell  in  thy  house , O Lord,  (Pa. 
83.  5.)  that  is  hi  the  true  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  These  fountains  of  grace  are  open 
to  all;  none  are  excluded  from  them,  however  poor  they 
may  be.  Hence  the  prophet  exclaims,  All  ye  that  thirsty 
tome  to  the  waters,  aftd  you  that  have  no  money,  make 
haste  buy  and  eat . (Is.  55.  1.)  These  fountains  are 
Continually  flowing,  like  the  widow’s  oil  mentioned  in  the 
fourth  book  of  Kings,  as  long  as  there  are  empty  vessels 
(that  is,  humble  souls,)  to  receive  the  life-giving  waters. 
The  efficacy  of  the  sacraments  does  not  depend  on  the 
virtues  or  vices  of  their  ministers;  but  they  infallibly  work 
their  effect,  providing  the  receiver  places  no  impedi- 
ment, by  virtue  of  their  divine  institution.  Be  thankful 
to  God  for  so  great  a benefit,  and  always  approach  them 
worthily. 


On  the  Benefit*  remitting  from  the  Guardinn- 
ship  of  the  Angel*. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  He  hath  given  his  angels  charge 

over  thee,  says  holy  David,  to  keep,  thee  t n all  thy  ways, 
(Ps.  $0.  11.)  Our  heavenly  Father  is  not  content  to 
make  us  his  sons;  but,  with  unparalleled  kindness,  pro- 
vides us  with  tutors  and  guardians.  This  charge  he  has 
committed  to  the  angels:  they  are  the  ministers  of  his 
graces, “they  guard  and  protect  us.  Are  they  not  all 
ministering  spirits , asks  the  apostle,  sent  to  minister  for 
these , who  shall  receive  the  Inheritance  of  salvation?*— 
(Heb.  1. 14.)  * 

II.  Consider,  2d.  To  whom  has  he  committed  this 
charge  of  us?  To  the  angels,  who  are  his  most  noble 
Creatures,  who  are  pure  spirits,  immortal  by  nature,/*## 
Of  wisdom  and  perfect  in  beauty . (Ez.  28.  12.)  They 
are  more  powerful  than  the  most  numerous  and  best  dis- 
ciplined army;  they  are  adorned  with  every  kind  of  grace 
and  glory,  and  they  continually  enjoy  the  beatific  viafotK 
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To  the  care  of  these  superior  beings,  weak,  frail  and  im- 
perfect  man  is  committed.  In  their  hand*  they  shall- 
bear  thee  up,  lest  thou  Hash  thy  foot  against  a stone.— 
(Ps.  90. 1 2.)  Learn  to  appreciate  the  favour,  which  God 
does  you,  in  placing  you  under  the  protection  of  his  an* 
gelic  spirits. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  conviction,  that  you  are  un- 
der the  special  protection  of  the  angels,  ought  to  excite 
you,  as  St.  Bernard  remarks,  to  reverence , devotion , and 
confidence  in  them : reverence , because  they  are  presents 
devotion , for  their  benevolence ; and  confidence  in  their 
vigilant  custody . (In  Ps.  90.)  If  I should  give  mysef 
to  be  thy  servant , said  yonng  Tobias  to  Raphael  his 
guardian,  I should  not  make  a worthy  return  for  thy 
care . (Tob  9.  2.)  Reverence,  therefore,  your  angel 
guardian  with  affection;  and  do  not  presume  to  do  in  his 
presence,  that,  which  you  would  be  ashamed  of  doing 
before  men.  Take  notice  qf  him , and  hear  his  yoice , 
says  the  Lord,  and  I will  be  an  enemy  to  thy  enemies , 
and  I will  afflict  them , that  will  afflict  r hee , (Ex.  23.  21.) 
find  my  angel  shall  go  before  thee . (Ib.  23.) 


On  the  Benefits  resulting  from  the  Patronage  of 
the  Saints,  especially  of  the  blessed  Virgin . 

a >* 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Our  heavenly  Father  has  not  only 
provided  us  with  angel-guardians,  but  also  with  patrons* 
advocates,  and  models,  in  the  saints,  who  reign  with  Goa 
in  heaven.  He  is  our  judge,  and  we  have  in  the  saints 
interposers  to  plead  in  our  behalf,  and  to  move  him  to 
mercy.  Go  to  my  servant  Job , he  says,  and  offer  for 
yoursctf  a holocaust , and  my  servant  Job  shall  pray 
for  you s his  face  I will  accept , that  folly  may  not  be  im * 
puted  to  you > (Job.  42.  8.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  With  what  care  and  affection  the 
saints  in  heaven  perform  their  office,  and  what  bcoedts  r$> 
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Suit  to  us  from  their  intercession.  It  is  said  of  holy  Je- 
Vemias,  in  the  second  book  of  Machabees,  This  is  a lo- 
ver of  hie  brethren  and  of  the  people  of  Israel , this  is  he 
that  firaycth  much  for  the  fieofile , and  for  all  the  holy 
City . (2.  Mac.  15.  14.)  What  confidence  may  we  not 
place  in  the  protection  of  such  powerful  advocates ! If 
it  be  an  object  of  high  importancce  to  possess  a power- 
ful friend  in  the  court  of  a wordly  prince,  of  how  much 
more  consequence  is  it,  to  have  numerous  friends  in  the 
court  of  heaven? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  diligent  you  ought  to  be  in 
honouring  and  in  invoking  the  saints,  and  especially  those 
of  your  name,  and  your  particular  patrons,  in  order  that 
they  may  obtain  for  you,  the  blessings  and  graces  of 
heaven.  Above  all,  reverence  and  pray  to  the  Queen  of 
angels  and  saints,  who,  as  St.  Epiphanius  styles  her,  is 
the  mother  of  the  living.  (Ser.  78.)  She  surpassed  all 
the  citizens  of  heaven,  both  in  her  affection  for  us,  and 
in  power  with  her  divine  son.  Thank  your  Saviour  for 
having  committed  your  cause  to  so  potent  an  advocate, 
and  recommend  yourself  with  all  earnestness  to  her  care, 
for  she  never  denies  helfi  to  those , who  petition  for  itf 
nor  does  she  ever  intercede  in  vain  with  her  son . (Zac. 
Ep.  For.  lib,  2.  tom.  1.  c.  7.) 


On  Holy  Communion ♦ 

Consider  Christ  as  the  liberal  bestower  of  all  good  giftfc 

HORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Incline  thine  ear,  O Lord,  and  bear  me,  for  I am  needy  and 
poor.  [Ps.  lxxxi.  1.) 

FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  EASTER. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  tells  his  disciples  in  the  gos- 
pel of  the  present  Sunday,  hitherto  you  have  not  asked 
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any  thing  in  my  nam *,  ask , and  you  shall  receive.  (Jn®. 
16.  24i)  Imagine  yourself,  on  one  hand,  to  be  a poor, 
lorlom,  naked  beggar,  standing  in  need  of  every  thing 
necessary  for  your  spiritual  life,  and  Christ,  on  the  other, 
infinitely  rich,  infinitely  liberal,  and  desirous  of  making 
you  a partaker  of  his  bounty.  Listen  to  his  solemn  invi- 
tation, Ask , and  you  shall  receive . (Sup.)  Never  did 
the  most  bounteous  sovereign  make  so  liberal  a pro-  ' 
mise.  Come  over  to  me , all  ye , that  desire  to  be  filled 
with  my  fruits,  (pccli.  24.  26.)  He  is  more  willing  to 
give  than  we  are  to  receive. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  bountiful  Lord  will  visit  you 
to-day  in  the  eucharist,  and  if  you  be  grateful  in  hk 
sight,  he  will  say  to  you,  as  king  Assuerus  did  to  Esther, 
What  is  thy  petition , Esther , that  it  may  be  granted 
thee , and  what  wilt  thou  have  done  ? although  thou  ask - 
est  half  my  kingdom , thou  shalt  have  it.  (Est.  7.  2.) 
Examine  what  you  stand  most  in  need  df,  and  be  ready 
with  your  petition,  as  Esther  was.  Adorn  your  soul,  as 
she  did  her  person,  in  order  that  you  may  please  your 
Lord,  when  he  comes. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  There  are  impediments,  which 
will  render  your  petitions  of  no  avail.  1st.  God  doth 
not  hear  sinners.  (Jno.  9.  31.)  N As  long,  then,  as  you 
persist  in  sin,  you  will  not  be  heard.  2d.  He  does  not 
grant  the  request  of  those,  who  pray  for  vain  and  unpro- 
fitable things;  but  dismisses  their  petition  with  a rebuke, 
you  know  not  what  you  ask.  (Mat.  20.  22.)  Those  are 
unheard,  who  pray  with  tepidity,  Because  thou  art  luke- 
warm, I will  begin  to  vomit  thee  out  of  my  mouth.—* 
(Apod.  3.  16.)  Your  Lord  requires  perseverance  and 
constancy  in  your  prayer.  He  who  perseveres  in  knock- 
big , (Luk.  11.)  will  receive  the  loaves , even  for  his  im- 
portunity , as  many  as  he  needeth . (v.  8.) 
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On  the  Benefit  of  Prayef * 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  are  continually  invited  by  the 
church  to  pray,  particularly  during  these  rogation  days. 
The  dignity  and  excellence  of  prayer  are  very  great*— 
Prayer  is  an  act  of  religious  worship  offered  to  God,  and 
accepted  by  him,  as  sacrifice  and  incense,  according  to 
the  expression  of  David,  Let  my  prayer  be  directed  as 
incense  in  thy  sight;  the  lifting  up,  of  my  hands  as  an 
evening  sacrifice . (Ps.  140.  2.)  By  prayer  we  become 
companions  of  the  angels,  and  treat  familiarly  with  God 
himself.  God  conceives  himself  honoured  by  our  prayers, 
as  he  tells  us  by  his  prophet.  Call  upon  me  in  the  day 
if  trouble;  I will  deliver  thee , and  thou  shalt  glorify 
me  r P».  49  . 15. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  consequence  of  the  miseries  of 
this  mortal  life,  and  its  continual  dangers,  prayer  is  essen- 
tially necessary  for  us.  The  life  of  our  soul  is  in  con- 
stant peril  from  the  devil,  who  is  as  a roaring  lion , go- 
ing about , seeking  whom  he  may  devour , (1.  Pet.  5.  8.) 
and  from  the  allurements  of  pleasure,  which  continually 
assail  us.  Our  mortal  life  is  never  exempt  from  dan- 
gers, arising  from  war,  famine  and  pestilence,  from  sick- 
ness, loss  of  goods,  from  the  death  of  our  friends,  and 
from  innumerable  other  crosses  and  afflictions.  Hence, 
we  ought  to  address  our  Lord  in  the  language  of  king 
Josaphat,  As  we  know  not  what  to  do , we  can  only  turn 
our  eyes  to  thee . (2.  Chron.  20.  12.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  By  his  general  providence,  God 
might  have  redressed  all  our  evils  and  necessities,  with- 
out our  having  recourse  to  him  by  prayer.  This  is  his 
conduct  in  relation  to  every  other  creature.  But,  in  or- 
der to  endear  us  the  more  to  him,  he  has  decreed,'  that 
We  should  beg  these  favours  from  him,  and  thus  show 
our  dependence  on  him,  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  the 
author  of  all  good.  Hence,  he  has  given  us  an  express  ■ 
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command,  and  enforced  it  by  his  son  Jesus  Christ,  who 
teaches  us,  that  we  ought  always  to  pray . (Luk.  18.  1.) 
Reflect  upon  your  spiritual  and  temporal  necessities,  and 
go  with  confidence  to  the  throne  of  grace , that  you  may 
obtain  mercy , and  find  grace  in  seasonable  aid . (Heb. 
4.  16.) 


On  the  Benefit  of  Prayer. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  More  in  particular  the  benefits  and 
efficacy  of  this  holy  exercise.  St.  Jerom  says  of  it,  it 
overcomes  the  invincible , and  bindeth  down  the  Almigh- 
ty ; (In  Epis.)  that  is,  it  interests  his  mercy  in  our  be- 
half, and  ties  down  the  hands  of  his  justice  from  punish- 
ing us.  Let  me  alone , said  God  to  Moses,  when  he  was 
praying  for  the  people,  that  my  wrath  may  be  kindled 
against  them . (Ex.  32.  10.)  Prayer  is  a general  resource 
against  all  difficulties  and  temptations,  and  is  a scourge , 
as  St.  Prosper  says,  to  the  devil . (In  Ser.)  Moses,  by 
lifting  up  his  hands  in  prayer,  obtained  victory  for  the 
children  of  Israel  over  the  Amalecites.  (Ex.  17.  1 1.)— - 
Joshua,  by  his  prayers,  obtained  from  God,  that  the  day 
should  be  lengthened,  by  making  the  sun  and  moon  ap- 
pear to  stand  still,  the  Lord  obeying  the  voice  of  man . 
(Jos.  10.  14.)  With  how  much  more  reason  may  we 
hope  for  spiritual  blessings,  when  we  fervently  pray  for 
them. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Prayer , says  St  Augustine,  is  the 
key  of  heaven , (Ser.  26.  de  tern.)  because  it  procures 
for  us  every  heavenly  blessing.  By  it  we  receive  the 
spirit  of  God;  for  Christ  says.  Your  Father  from  hea- 
ven will  give  the  good  spirit  to  them  that  ask  him.  (Luk. 
II.  13.)  Pimyer  encreases  habitual  and  sanctified 
grace,  and  procures  us  more  frequent  supplies  of  actual 
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grace.  It  strengthens  our  virtues*  and  every  super*' 
natural  gift.  Our  faith*  besides*  in  this  holy  exercise  i a 
enlivened,  our  hopes  are  invigorated,  and  our  charity  in- 
flamed. For  in  prayer  we  acknowledge  God  to  be  the 
author  of  our  faith,  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  and  th© 
object  of  our  affections. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  All  these  favours,  and  whatever 
else  we  can  desire  for  our  spiritual  good,  our  Lord  i& 
readier  to  bestow,  than  we  to  ask.  It  shall  come  to  pass9 
he  says,  that  before  they  call  I will  hear , as  they  are  yet 
speaking  I will  hear . (Is.  65.  24.)  If  we  do  not  ob- 
tain what  we  ask  for,  the  reason  is,  either  because  we 
offer  him  undue  petitions,  or  do  not  pray  in  the  man- 
ner in  which  we  ought.  Even  in  refusing  these  kind  of 
petitions,  God  shows  his  mercy  to  us;  for  in  his  mercy , 
observes  St  Augustine,  he  denies  those  things , which  he 
could  not  grant  but  in  his  wrath . (Ser.  63.  de  verb.  Dei.) 
Be  grateful  to  the  giver  of  all  good  gifts,  for  the  privi- 
lege of  addressing  him  in  prayer,  and  on  all  occasions 
take  advantage  of  it. 


On  the  Benefit  of  Prayer * 

PART  THIBD. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  order  to  receive  the  advantages 
resulting  from  prayer,  we  must  know  how  to  pray.  Be - 
fore  prayer , says  the  wise  man,  prepare  thy  soul . (Ec- 
cli.  18.23.)  This  preparation  consists,  1st.  in  pros- 
trating ourselves  with  all  humility  of  heart  before  our 
God,  and  in  acknowledging  our  unworthiness  to  appear 
in  his  pure  sight,  as  did  the  publican,  and  the  centurion 
in  the  gospel.  He  hath  regard  to  the  prayers  of  the 
humble , and  hath  not  despised  their  petition . (Ps.  101* 
18.J  And  the  prayer  qf  him  that  humbleth  himself  \ shall 
pierce  the  clouds.  (Ecclk  $5.  21.)  To  pray  weU,  wo 
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must,  in  the  second  place,  be  in  peace  and  charity  with 
our  neighbours,  and  pardon  all  their  offences  against  us* 
When  you  shall  stand  to  prayy forgive,  f you  have  any 
thing  against  any  man.  (Mark,  1 1.  25.)  3d.  We  must 

feel  for  the  distresses  of  our  fellow-men.  He  that  stop. - 
fieth  his  ear  against  the  cry  of  the  poor , shall  also  cry 
himself  and  shall  not  be  heard . (Prov.  21.  13.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  To  pray  well,  we  must  observe  the 
conditions,  which  our  divine  legislator  has  imposed.*— 
When  thou  shalt  pray , enter  into  thy  chamber , and , hav- 
ing shut  the  door , pray  to  thy  Father  in  secret . (Mat.  6. 
6.)  We  must  retire  from  all  distracting  objects,  and  shut 
the  doors  of  our  senses.  We  must  pray  in  spirit  and 
in  truth . (Jno.  4.  23.)  We  must  seriously  apply  our 
minds,  and  our  hearts  must  be  in  unison  with  the  petition 
of  our  lips,  else  we  shall  be  ranked  in  the  number  of 
those,  to  whom  Christ  applied  the  words  of  the  prophet: 
This  people  honoureth  me  with  their  lips , but  their 
hearts  are  far  from  me . (Mat.  15.  8.)  We  must,  in 
fine,  entertain  a lively  faith  and  confidence;  for  your  Sa- 
viour has  said,  All  things , whatsoever  you  ask , when  ye 
pray , believe  that  you  shall  receive , and  they  shall  come 
unto  you . (Mark  11.  24.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  There  are  three  grounds  upop 
which  this  confidence  ought  to  be  built.  1st.  The  love 
which  the  eternal  Father  bears  us.  Christ  said,  the  Fa- 
ther himself  loveth  you , (Jno.  16.  27.)  for  he  bestowed 
on  you  his  only  begotten  Son,  and  surely  he  will  not  re- 
fuse to  grant  your  earnest  entreaty,  when  you  pray  for 
blessings.  2dly.  The  second  ground  is  the  merits  and 
passion  of  the  Son,  who  is  our  mediator  and  advocate* 
and  who  assures  us,  whatsoever  you  shall  ask  the  Fa- 
ther in  my  name , that  will  I do.  (Jno.  14.  13.)  3dly. 
The  Holy  Ghost  himself  intercedes  for  us,  for  St.  Paul 
says,  The  spirit  himself  asketh  for  tw,  with  un*pt%km 
Mble groanings*  (Rom.  8.  26) 
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On  Holy  Communion, 

Consider  Christ  as  the  King  of  glory. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Arise,  be  enlightened,  O Jerusalem,  for  thy  light  ia  cose* 
and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  upon  thee.  God  is  ascend* 
ed  with  jubilee,  and  the  Lord  with  the  sound  of  trumpet— 
[Is.  lx.  1,  and  Ps.  xlvi.  6.] 

I.  Consider,  1 st.  Christ  is  often  called  in  the  inspired 
pages,  the  king  of  glory,  and  on’ this  day,  he  triumphs  is 
the  most  complete  manner,  by  ascending  the  highest 
heavens  in  great  glory  and  majesty.  _ He  is  the  source, 
from  which  glory  is  derived  to  all  the  saints,  and  from 
Whence  the  several  gifts  of  grace  flow  upon  the  faithful 
This  is  especially  the  day  of  his  triumph;  and  as  earthly 
princes  are  accustomed  on  similar  occasions  to  be  molt 
profuse  of  their  gifts,  so  on  this  day  our  triumphant 
Saviour  has  bestowed  his  thousand  benefits  oq  mankind. 
^Ascending  on  high , says  the  apostle,  he  led  captivity 
captive , he  gave  gifts  to  men . (Eph.  4.  8.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  king  of  glory  will  visit  you  to- 
day, concealed  in  the  cloud  of  the  eucharistic  species,  in 
order  that  by  bestowing  on  you,  the  gifts  of  his  grace,  be 
may  make  you  a partaker  of  his  glory*.  The  glory  rf 
JLibanu s shall  come  to  thee , to  beautify  the  place  of  my 
sanctuary , and  I will  glorify  the  place  qf  my  feet.  (Ps* 
60.  1 3.)  What  a favour  is  this!  what  may  you  not  bPpA 
for,  from  so  liberal  a guest! 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  How  ought  you  to  receive  thfe 
king  of  glory?  Lift  up  your  gates,  0 ye  prince a,  an#  kc 
lifted  up,  0 eternal  gates,  and  Che  King  of  glory 
shalC enter.  (Ps.  23.  7.)  The  gates  of  the  sou!  are  its 
interior  powers,  by  which  a mutual  intercourse  is  kept 
up  between  the  soul  and  exterior  objects.  They  enter 
through  these,  and  jjirough  the  same  she  passes  to  them. 
Lift  up,  therefore,  these  gates  on  high:  raise  diem  40 
such  objects  only  as  are  heavenly  and  eternal,  and  then 
the  King  of  glory  will  enter,,  and  make  you  a partaker  Of 
his  majesty  and  greatness. 


On  Chris  f 8 Jfocensiott. 


PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Forty  days  haVihg  elapsed  since  the 
resurrection  of  Christ,  during  which  time  he  has  com- 
forted, instructed  and  confirmed,  his  apostles,  he  at  length 
appeared  to  the  eleven , as  they  were  at  table . (Mark. 
16.  14.)  He  led  them  to  Mount  Olivet,  in  order  that  he 
might  commence  his  triumph,  where  his  passion  had  be* 
gun.  Observe  with  what  tenderness  and  love  he  does 
all  this;  and  learn,  that  no  other  than  the  path  of  suffer- 
ings leads  to  glory. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  said  to  them,  But  stay  yeti 
tn  the  city , till  you  be  endued  with  power  from  on  high. 
(Luk.  24.  49.)  If  the  Redeemer  did  not  wish  his  apotf* 
ties  to  be  too  forward  in  preaching  and  in  doing  works 
fir  the  universal  good  of  mankind,  but  wished them  first 
to  receive  power  from  on  high,  how  proper  is  it,  that 
thbse,  who  have  not  been  trained  up  in  Christ’*  school 
as  they  were,  should  first  prepare  themselves  itt  private, 
by  prayer  and  the  practice  of  virtue,  for  the  works  bPthO 
ministry,  and  for  appearing  before  tfieiT  neighbours.^ 
Bvery  feeling  of  zeal  istotto  be  tnUtOtf  Tfcfc  &&& 
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the  last  consequence  o£  the  pure  love  of  God,  and  em- 
braces within  itself  the  emanations  of  every  virtue.  Un- 
less your  zeal  be  of  this  character,  it  is  a dangerous  prin- 
ciple of  action.  * 

III.  Consider,.  3d.  When  they  had  arrived  at  the 
mount,  Christ  lifted  up  his  hands,  to  signify  the  fulness 
of  his  benediction,  and  blessed  them^  Then  raising  him? 
sgff  up,  by  his  own  inherent  power,  as  he  did  at  his  re- 
surrection, he  ascended  by  degrees,  until  a bright  cloud 
snatched  him  from  their  sight.  Imagine  how  the  disci- 
ples rejoiced  in  the  glory  of  their  Lord,  who  made  the 
eloud8  hi*  chariot , and  who  walked  on  the  wings  of  the 
Wind.  (Vid.  Ps.  103.  3.)  Let  it  be  said  of  you,  that  you  wish 
and  are  determined  to  ascend  with  ChristJ  and  that  is 
your  heart , you  are  disposed  to  ascend  by  steps . (Vid. 
Ps.  83.  6.)  Make  continual  progress  from  one  virtue  to 
another,  until  you  reach  the  mount  of  perfection. 


On  Christ’ 8 Ascension. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  / Consider,  1st.  Christ  being  out  of  the  sight  of  his 
disciples,  entered  heaven  in  a triumphant  manner.  He 
was  accompanied  by  an  infinite  multitude  of  .angels,  who 
had  come  forth  to  meet  him,  and  followed  by,  a nume- 
rous train  of  holy  fathers,  whom  he 'had  redeemed  from 
captivity.  Ascending  on  high , he  led  captivity  captive, 
(Eph.  4.  8.)  Contemplate  and  admire  his  solemn  entry 
into  heaven.  God  ascended  with  jubilee , and  the  Lord 
with  sound  of  trumpet , (Is.  46.  6.)  whilst  the  celestial 
spirits  invited  each  other  to  sing  his  praises.— Sing  to  the 
Lord , sing  ye  to  God , who  mounteth  above  the  heaven 

f heavens  to  the  east,  (Ps.  67.  33.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  Christ  appeared  before  the 
'tbrppe  of  his  eternal  Father;  he  presented  him  with 
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holy  captives,  as  spoils  taken  from  the  infernal  enemy. 
He  then  gives  him  an  account  of  his  mission>— / have 
glorified  thee  uflon  earth , I have  finished  the  work, 
which  tho'u  gdvest  me  to  do,  and  now,  glottfy  thou  m&h 
.0  Father , with  thyself.  I have  manifested  thy  name  tb 
men.  (Jno.  17.  4,  &c.)  The  Father  welcomes  his  Son’* 
return  to  his  eternal  throne,  united  to  another  nature.— 
Then  was  fulfilled  the  oracle  of  David,  The  Lord  sail 
to  my  Lord,  sit  thou  at  my  right  hand.  (Ps.  109. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  What  joy  existed  then  in  heaven^ 
The  holy  captives  were  enraptured  with  the  beatific  vi- 
sion; the  angels  rejoiced  in  their  company,  and  were  de- 
lighted, that  the  seats,  which  had  been  vacated  by  the 
apostate  angels  were  again  filled.  All  rejoiced  in  the 
humanity  of  the  second  person  of  the  Trinity,  which  they 
saw  honoured  according  to  its  merits.  With  loud  ac* 
claim,  they  all  united  and  sang,  Worthy  is  the  Lamb , that 
was  slain , to  receive  fiowcr , and  divinity , and  Wisdom, 
.and  strength , and  honour , and  glory , and  benediction . 
(Ap.~5.*  12.)  Join  your  weak  praises  with  theirs,  and 
rejoice,  that  you  have  so  powerful  an  advocate  with  the 
Father.  Fix  your  thoughts,  as  the  apostles  did,  wherj* 
their  head  and  youfs  is  gone. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  your  pledge  of  future  gloty. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

* 

The  Lord  will  give  grace  and  glory}  he  will  not  deprive  of 
good  things,  them  that  walk  in  innocence.— (P».  Uxxiii.  12.J 

SUNDAY  WITHIN  THE  OCTAVE  OF  THE 
ASCENSION. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  great  is  the  glory,  which  God 
communicates  to  his  elect  in  heaven;  hevf  noble  it  th& 
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habitation  of  the  just,  and  what  happy  union  and  harmo* 
tiy  exist  among  them.  Our  divine  Lord  promises  ui, 
that,  in  due  time,  we  shall  enjoy  this  glory  and  this  exalt- 
ed society,  and,  as  a pledge,  in  the  meanwhile  gives  us 
hjs  pwn  body  and  blood.  Hence,  the  church,  grateful 
for  the  favour,  cries  out,  O sacred  banquet,  in  which 
Christ  is  received , and  a pledge  cf  future  glory  given 
4 0 vs.  (O  Sac.  CoUviv.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  you  would  be  delighted,  were 
some  emperor,  who  had  it  in  his  power  to  realize  his 
^rord,  to  promise  you  a kingdom,  after  a certain  term  of 
years,  and  in  the  mean  time  were  he  to  give  you  his  only 
son  as  a pledge.  There  is  no  other  nation  so  great , 
that  hath  Gods  so  nigh  them , as  our  God  is  present  ts 
ult  our  petitions.  (Deut.  4.*7.)  He  is  now  present,  to 
nourish  us,  in  order  that  he  may  afterwards  reward  us. 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  This  divine  pledge  does  not  only 
give  ua  an  earnest  of  future  glory,  but  even  now,  if  not 
prevented,  it  produces  some  of  these  glorious  effects  in 
our  souls.  It  brings  with  it  the  lustre  of  habitual  grace, 
than  which  nothing  is  more»glorious  in  the  sight  of  God. 
It  renders  the  soul  in  some  respect  impassible,  that  is, 
not  subject  to  be  moved  or  disturbed  by  any  wotdly  ad- 
versity. It  gives  us  spiritual  agility  to  obey  the  com- 
mands of  God  with  promptness  and  fervour.  It  endows 
the  soul  with  a certain  degree  of  subtilty,  and  enables  it 
to  pass  through  every  difficulty.  Prepare  yourself, 
therefore,  to  receive  it,  and  bless  the  infinite  mercy  of 
God,  who  hath  given  the  .pledge  qf  the  spirit  in  our 
hearts . (2.  Cor.  1.  22.) 


On  the  Glory  qf  Heaven , considered  in  itge^f. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Speaking  of  his  ascensionv  Christ 
told  his  disciples,  J go  to  prepare  a place  for  you.  (Jno. 
\4.  2.)  Christ's  ascension , writes~tha  eloquent  St.  Loo> 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  THE  ASCENSION. 


is  our  promotion , so  that  where  the  glory  qf  the  head  i* 
gone  b^ore^  there  is  hope  that  the  rest  qf  the  body  wilt 
follow . fSer.  1.  de  Asc.)  Give  God  thanks,  for  hav* 
ing  vouchsafed  to  call  you  to  his  holy  service,  and  con* 
template  the  happiness  that  will  accompany  the  reward 
of  your  fidelity  to  that  service. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Heavenly  happiness , as  divine* 
observe,  from  Boethius,  is  a state  made  perfect  by  the* 
concurrence  qf  every  good . In  heaven,  no  evil  can  as* 
sail  you,  and  there  will  *be  nothing  wanting,  for  which 
you  can  possibly  wish.  u There,  (Writes  St.  Gregory,) 
there  will  be  light  without  eclipse,  joy  without  sighs, 
desire  without  pain,  love  without  sorrow,  satiety  with* 
out  cloying,  safety  without  danger,  life  without  death, 
health  without  impairment,  and  so  of  every  other  kind 
of  happiness,  without  the  mixture  of  any  evil,  from  which 
nothing  in  this  life  is  free.”  (Greg,  in  fin.  7.  Ps.  Penit.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  All  this  excess  of  happiness  will 

be  eternal  and  cannot  be  lost.*  After  uncounted  million* 
of  ages,  these  joys  will  be  equally  intense  and  equally 
new.  Your  joys , says  Christ,  no  man  shall  take  from 
you . (Jno.  16.  22.)  Reflect  how  different  ere  the  enjoy* 
ments  of  this  life ; how  full  of  fear,  how  mixed  with  sor* 
row,  how  surrounded  with  anxiety  and  danger,  and,  final* 
ly,  how  brief.  Of  earthly*joys,  St.  Bernard  writes, 
while  they  are  possessed , they  burthen  ; while  they  are 
loved , they  defile  ; and  when  they  are  passed , they  tor- 
ment. Examine  your  past  life,  and  see  if  this  be  not  an 
accurate  description  of  all  your  unlawful  enjoyments. 
If  it  be,  then  prefer  the  joys  of  heaven,  lo  aU  tljjft 
this  wretched  earth  can  give.  ^ v>  ’ 
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On  Heavenly  Glory,  in  relation  to  the  “place  aid 
' company. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Imagination  would  torture  itself  in 
vain  to  conceive  tbe  glory,  the  beauty,  and  the  happiness 
of  heaven.  O Itracl,  exclaimed  an  enraptured  prophet, 

O Israel , how  great  is  the  house  qf  Gody  and  how  vast 
is  the  place  qf  his  possession ! (Bar.  3.  23.)  This  is  that 
city,  which  St  John  describes  in  his  Apocalypse.~Its 
gates  are  pearl,  it  is  surrounded  by  walls  of  jasper,  and 
Its  foundations  are  of  the  most  precious  stones.  The  city 
itself  and  the  streets  are  of  pure  gold:  the  city  needeth 
not  the  sun , nor  the  moon  to  shine  in  it , for  the  Lamb 
U the  lamp  thereqf.  (21.  18,  &c.)  Cry  out  with  the 
psalmist,  How  lovely  are,  thy  tabernacles , *0  Ldrd  of 
hosts , my  soul  longeth  and  fainteth  for  the  courts  qf  the 
lord.  (Ps.  83.  2.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  company,  which  the  blessed 
*rill  enjoy,  will  be  a great  source  of  happiness.  There 
tptill  be  there,  a great  multitude , which  no  man  could 
number , qf  all  nations , qjtd  tribes , and  people , and 
tongues . (Ap.  7.  9.)  There  will  be  an  immense  num- 
ber, without  any  dissention;  distinction  of  degrees,  with- 
out envy;  free  communication,  without  confusion.  There 
ire  shall  enjoy  our  friends  in  perfection.  If  it  be  a plea- 
sure in  this  life  to  converse  with  learned,  amiable  and 
affectionate  companions,  how  much  greater  will  be  the 
eatisfaction,  to  associate  with  angelic  spirits,  endowed 
with  every  kind  of  science  and  virtue,  and  to  live  forever 
In  the  company  of  patriarchs  and  prophets,  of  apostles, 
martyrs,  confessors,  and  virgins,  and  all  the  other  saints 
•f  heaven? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  vile  and  contemptable  every 
earthly  object  appeared  to  the  apostles,  after  they  had 
seen  their  Lord  ascend  to  heaven.  So  should  they  ap- 
pear to  you.  Reflecting  on  heaven  as  the  term  of  your 
^ustonce,  jrou  should  bid  adieu  to  this  world  before^  ] 
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bids  adieu  to  you,  and  leave  nothing  undone  to  secure 
for  yourself  a place  in  those  heavenly^mansions. 


On  Heavenly  Glory,  in  regard  to  the  Soul. 
WEDNESDAY. 

■*  • 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  soul  will  be  completely  pene- 
trated with  God,  in  a more  perfect  degree,  than  heated 
iron  is  with  fire.  The  memory  will  be  constantly  em- 
ployed in  the  recollection  of  most  delightful  objects.— 
The  mind  cannot  be  diverted  from  the  present  happiness, 
which  it  enjoys.  They  shall  publish  the  memory  of  the 
abundance  qf  thy  sweetness,  and  shall  rejoice  in  thy 
justice . (Ps.  144.  7.) 

II.  • Consider,  2d.  The  understanding  will  be  en- 
tirely absorbed  in  contemplating  the  vision%of  God.  It 
will  instantly  behold  the  divine  nature,  the  trinity  of  per- 
sons, the  attributes  of  God,  and  other  objects,  which  are 
now  mysterious.'  Then  .it  will  see  the  profound  secret 
of  God's  decrees,  and  of  his  providence  crver  each  indi- 
vidual of  the  human  family.  We  see  now  through  a 
glass , in  an  obscure  manner , writes  St.  Paul,  but  then 
face  to  face . (1.  Cor.  13.  12.)  Exclaim  with  enraptur- 
ed David,  Thy  friends,  (XGod , are  made  exceeding  ho- 
nourable+ (Ps.  138.  17.) 

III.  Consider,  Sd.  The  will,  in  an  ineffable  manner 
will  adhere  to  God,  and  will  be,  as  it  were,  transformed 
into  him  by  love,  and  overflow  with  joy.  The  oracle  of 
the  royal  prophet  will  then  be  fulfilled,  They  shhll  be 
inebriated  with  the  plenty  of  thy  house,  and  thou  shalt 
make  them  drink  qf*the  torrent  of  pleasure.  (Ps.  35. 
9.)  Their  whole  occupation  will  be  to  contemplate,  love, 
and  enjoy  their  Creator;  to  praise,  bless,  and  thank  him; 
to  congratulate  with  him  for  his  perfections,  and  to  love 
•neanother.  Who  would  not  consent  to  suffer  not  only 
patiently,  but  willingly,  the  afflictions  of  this  life,  to  pur- 
chase such  a crown  ofvglory?  How  true  is  the  seoti- 
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ment  of  the  apostle  of  the  Centiles,  The  ex offerings  qf 
this  l\fe  are  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory 
to  come,  that  shall  be  revealed  in  us!  (Rom.  8.  18.) 


On  Heavenly  Glory,  in  regard  to  the  Body. 

THURSDAY. 

L Consider,  1st.  The  qualities  of  a glorified  body, 
are  clarity,  impassibility,  agility,  and  subtilty.  The  bo- 
dies of  the  glorified  just  will  possess  these  properties, 
after  their  souls  have  united  themselves  to  them. — Then 
shall  the  just  shine  as  the  sun  in  the  kingdom  qf  their 
Father.  (Mat.  13.  43.)  They  will  suffer  ho  more.  They 
shall  not  hunger  nor  thirst , says  the  author  of  the  Apo- 
calypse. (7.  16.)  Their  agility  will  be  perfect;  the  just 
shall  shine , and  shall  run  to  and  fro,  like  sparks  among 
the  reeds , ( Wisd.  3.  7,)  Like  pure  spirits,  they  will  be 

able  to  penetrate  other  bodies,  and  be  forever  freed  from 
the  necessities  belonging  to  a vegetative  life,  for  they 
will  be  as  the  angels  of  God , (Mat.  22.  30.)  / 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Each  of  the  senses  will  enjoy  its 
particular  gratification.  The  sight  will  be  delighted  in 
beholding  the  glorious  bodies  of  the  saints,  particularly 
of  Christ  and  his  blessed  mother.  I know , says  holy 
Job,  That  my  Redeemer  Ivveth,  and  in  my  flesh  I shall 
see  my  God . (19.  25,  26.)  Celestial  harmony,  such  as 
mortal  ear  has  never  listened  to,  will  regale  the  sense  of 
hearing.  The  odours  of  heaven  will  gratify  the  smell.-** 
Your  saints , 0 Lord , exclaims  a pious  and  learned  the* 
ologian,  will  flourish  as  the  lily , and  shall  be  with  yoq 
as  the  odour  of  balm . (Less,  de  S.  S.)  The  taste  wi# 
be  delighted  with  something  far  more  exquisite,  than  ipa- 
terial  food.—  The  Lord  will  make  them  drmk  qf  the  (or* 
rent  qf  pleasure . (Vid.  Ps.  35.  9.)  The  feeling,  ahQt 
trill  be  completely  gratified.  The  eye\  hath  not  seen 
St*  Paul*  mr  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it  entered &W 
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the  heart  of  man , what  things  God  hath  prepared  for 
them  that  love  him . (1.  Cor.  2.  9.)  ' 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  earnestly  you  ought  to  la- 
bour to  attain  this  great  reward.  The  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven , says  Jesus  Christ,  suffer  eth  violence.  (Mat.  11.  12.) 
t>ffer,  then,  to  your  will  and  passions  that*  necessary  vio- 
lence, for  none  but  the  violent  can  bear  away  this 
* prfee.  ^ 


On  the  Expectation  of  the  Holy  Ghost . 

PART  FIRST.  * 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  the  Apostles  had  witnessed 

the  ascension  of  their  Lord  and  master  into  heaven,  they 
returned  to  the  city,  and  assembling  in  one  room,  pre- 
pared themselves  by  continual  prayer  and  fervent  acts  of 
devotion,  for  the  reception  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  All  these , 
Says  St.  Luke,  were  fie r severing  with  one  mind  in  prayer 
with  the  women , and  Mary  the  mother  of  Jesus , and  his 
brethren . (Acts.  1.14.)  Learn  from  their  conduct,  that 
the  dispositions  requisite  for  the  receiving  of  the  Holy 
Ghotft,  are,  1st.  Retirement  from  noise  and  profane  com- 
pany. 2d.  Perseverance  in  prayer.  3d.  Concord,  and 
union  of  mind.  4th.  The  company  of  the  blessed  Vir* 
gin.  - 

II.  Consider,  2d.  If  Christ  wished  his  apostles  to 
prepare  themselves  in  this  manner  for  the  reception  of 
the  Holy  Ghost,  how  much  more  necessary  is  it  for  those, 
who  have  embraced  the  same  vocation,  to  remain  in  soli- 
tude and  retirement,  and  to  prepare  themselves,  by  the 
continual  contemplation  of  divine  things,  for  their  office, 
until  they  be  endiied  with  power  from  on  high?  (Vid. 
Luk.  24.  49.)  Imitate  the  fervour  of  the  apostles,  it* 
preparing  yburself  for  the  reception  of  the  divine  spirit* 
pray  with  the  royal  penitent,  Create  * clean  heart  in  me, 
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O God,  and  renew  a right  8 fiirit within  my  bowel*;  (Par. 
50.  12.)  and  be  convinced  that  no  one  can  be  saved) 
without  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  coming  of  the  divine  spirit 
was  delayed  ten  days,  in  order  that  we  might  learn  to 
expect  with  patience,  the  coming  of  the  Lord,  whose 
presence  in  our  souls,  though  of  short  duration,  will 
abundantly  recompense  every  delay.  God  by  delaying , 
observes  the  pious  St.  Augustine,  increase*  our  desire ; 
by  our  desiring , he  enlarges  our  hearts , and  makes  them 
more  capacious . (Epis.  5.  Fr.  ar.  4.) 


On  the  Expectation  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

PART  SECOND. 

PENTEtOST-EVE. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  causes,  which  induced  the 
Divinity  to  communicate  the  Holy  Ghost  to  mankind* 
The  first  was  the  infinite  goodness  of  God,  who  sojoved 
the  world , as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son . (Jno.  3.  16.) 
Although  the  world  had  treated  this  only  begotten  Son 
so  ill,  God  nevertheless  for  our  advantage  was  determin- 
ed to  send  the  Holy  Ghost  to  teach  us  all  truth . (Vid. 
Jno.  16.  13.)  The  second  cause  was  the  prayers  and 
merits  of  Christ,  I will  ask  the  Father , he  says,  and  he 
shall  give  you  another  Paraclete*  (Jno.  14.  16.)  The 
third  motive  was,  to  perfect  the  work  of  our  redemption 
by  bestowing  on  us  the  gifts  of  his  divine  grace*  thus  en- 
abling us  to  obtain  heaven. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Nothing  can  be  more  excellent  or 
diving  than  this  gift,  for  it  is  nothing  less  than  God  him- 
self. The^  charity  qf  God  is  poured  out  into  our  hearts^ 
by  the  Holy  Ghost , who  is  given  to  us.  (Rom.  5.  5.) 
With  himself,  therefore,  he  gives  us  ^ good  things;  for 
the  Holy  Ghost  is,  as  the  church  sings,  thS  bestower  of 
gifts , and  the  light  of  our  hearts.  (Seq.  in  Mis.)  He 
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that  believeth  in  me , ( as  the  scrifiture  saith J out  qf  his 
belly  shall  flow  rivers  qf  living  water.  Now  this  he 
said  of  the  sfiiritj  which  they  should  receive,  who  believ- 
ed in  him • (Jno.  7.  39.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  T o whom  is  this  divine  Spirit  given? 
First,  to  poor,  illiterate  fishermen;  for  God  is  the  Father 
of  the  poor,  and  his  communication  is  with  the  simfile. 
(Prov.  3.  32.)  Secondly,  he  is  given  to  all  faithful  souls, 
who  fervently  desire  this  gift.  I will  fiour  out  my  spi- 
rit ufion  all  flesh , says  Gpd,  by  the  prophet  Joel.  (2.  23.) 
Pray,  therefore,  with  a fervent  desire,  and  prepare  your- 
self worthily,  in  order  that  this  divine  guest  may  come 
and  abide  with  you  forever. 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a fire. 

#OB.NtNG  entertainment. 

Behold,  the  Lord  will  come  with  fire. — (Is  lxvi.  15.) 

* I.  Consider,  1st.  How  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  on 
the  apostle*,  in  the  appearance  of  fire,  and  thus  enligh- 
tened them,  inflamed  them,  and  transformed  them  into 
other  men.  Reflect  how  much  you  stand  in  need  of  this 
heavenly  fire,  since  you  are  in  the  service  of  God,  and  so 
covered  with  the  dross  of  earthly  affections.  You  stand 
ill  need  of  being  warmed  and  purified. — Thy  silver  is 
turned  into  dross — I will  turn  my  hand  to  thee , and  I* 
ibill  clean  fiurgc  away  thy  dross , and  I will  take  away 
thy  tin.  (Is.  1.  22,  25.)  Endeavour  to  merit  this  kind- 
ness from  your  Lord,  when  he  visits  you  in  the  sacra- 
ment. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  the  eucharist,  Christ  is  properly 
a fire,  in  regard  to  the  soul,  but  concealed  under  a cloud. 
The -Lord  thy  God , says  Moses,  is  a consuming  fre. 
It  consumes  the  chaff  of  earthly  affections,  purifies  the 
soul  from  its  dross,  expels  its  tepidity  and  enlightens  its 
darkness.  It  flurifies  the  souly  as  St.  Gregory  says, 
from  the  rust  of  sin . (5.  Horn,  in  Ezech.)  The  eu- 
charist is  like  the  hot  coal,  taken  from  the  altar,  that 
purified  the  lips  of  Isaias  and  endowed  him  with  the  spi- 
rit of  prophecy.  Be  convinced  that  II  will  produce  jp 
effect*  in  you,  if  you  he  properly  disposed* 
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III.  Consider*  3d.  These  dispositions,  as  has  been 
already  remarked,  in  regard  to  the  apostles,  were,  re- 
tirement, constant  prayer,  mutual  concord,  and  the 
company  and  protection  of  the  blessed  Virgin.  Imitate 
them  in  these  dispositions,  and  take  care,  that  after  hav- 
ing been  warmed  by  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  you 
do  not  return  to  you*  former  state  of  coldness  or  tepi- 
dity. 


On  tike  Descent  qfthe  Hoi#  Ghost  on  the  JLfos- 
ties. 


FART  FIRST. 

PENTECOST  MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  time  which  God  had  ordain- 
ed having  expired,  and  the  apostles  being,  duly  disposed 
by  prayer,  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  upon  them,  whilst 
they  were  all  together  in  the  same  filace . (Acts, 
2.  1.)  Learn,  hence,  to  be  constant  in  prayer,  to  be 
united  with  your  brethren,  and  to  avoid  singularity,  if 
you  wish  to  be  visited  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  Besides,  he 
came  suddenly,  because  his  visitations  have  no  fixed 
time,  and  therefore,  ought  to  be  sought  for  without  inter- 
mission,. and  to  be  waited  for  with  long  expectation. 

II.  Consider,  2d,  And  it  filled  the  whole  house 
where  they  were  sifting.  (IbtJ  Ponder  the  unbounded  li- 
berality of  the  divine  spirit,  which  left  nothing  void  in  his 
gifts.  The  earth  is  filled  with  l he,  knowledge  of  the 
Lord,  ao  the  covering  waters  of  the  sea.  (Is.  11.9.) 
Although  they  were , all  filled,  yet  one  received  more 
than  another  in  proportion  to  their  capacities.  Hence 
the  blessed  Virgin  received  more  than  all  the  rest  En- 
large, therefore,  your  heart,  that  you  may  deserve  to  re- 
ceive a large  proportion  of  his  divine  gifts.  Open  thy 
mouthy  he<  says  by*  the  royal  psalmist,  and  J will  fill 

t.  (act  .n.) 
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lit.  Consider,  3d.  And  there  appeared  sto  them 
eleven  tongues  as  it  were  of  Jin.  (Acts,  2.  3.)  Tbe 
Holy  Ghost  appeared  in  tbe  shape  of  fiery  tongues,  be- 
cause, as  St  Gregory  remarks,  those  whom  he  refUen - 
ishesy  he  renders  both  fervent  and  eloquent.  (Horn.  3. 
in  Evan.)  Desire  him  to  produce  both  effects  in  you* 
the  first  for  your  own  good,  and  the  second  for  the  bene- 
fit and  edification  of  others. 


On  the  Descent  of  the  Hohj  Ghost  on  the  Apos- 
tles. 

PART  SECOND. 

PENTECOST  TUESDAY. 

t.  Consider,  1st.  And  they  began  to  speak  with  di- 
verse tongues , according  as  the  holy  Ohost  gave  them 
to  speak . {Acts*  2.  4.)  Ponder  the  greatness  of  the 
miracle:  poor  ignorant  fishermen  begin  to  speak  the  lan- 
guages of  all' nations.  These  languages  were  not  employ- 
ed upon  trifles,  but  upon  the  great  wonders,  which  Christ 
had  performed  for  all  mankind.  In  the  same  manner, 
those  who  are  influenced  by  the  divine  spirit,  always 
speak  of  divine  things,  for  out  of  the  abundance  qf  the 
heart,  the  mouth  spedketh.  (Mat.  13.34.)  See,  therefore. 
Whether  or  not,  thy  speech  doth  discover  thee , (Mat.  22. 
?&.)  (as  his  did  the  timid  Peter,)  to  be  unpractised  u in 
the  things  of  feed-.” 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  multitude  came  together^ 
and  vkis  confounded  in  mind.  (Acts.  2.  6.)  Some  be- 
lieved in  the  doctrittek  of  the  apostles,  whilst  others  de- 
rided them,  and  said,  these  men  are  full  qf  new  wine. 
(Sup.)  There  will  never  be  wanting  those  in  the  worid, 
who  will  ridicule  good  actions;  but  not  on  that  account 
ought  you  to  desist  from  pursuing  the  career  of  virtue. 
Beseech  Our  Lord,  that  you  ttfdy  %h£be  tbe  seme  spirit 
which  the  apostles  did.  He  who  is  inebriattd  with  the 
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love  qf  God,  observes  St.  Bernard  know  the  relish  qf 
Jesus  Christ i 0 how  happy  is  that  man , whom  he  sati- 
ates: there  is  nothing  left  for  him  to  desire.  (Ber.  in 
Jubi.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  effects*  which  the  presence 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  produces  in  the  soul.  Be  filled * says 
Paul,  with  the  holy  spirit , speaking  to  yourselves  in 
psalms , and  hymns , and  spiritual  canticles , singing  and 
making  melody  in  your  hearts  to  the  Lord . (Ep.  5.18.) 
Excite  in  yourself  those  feelings,  which  prompted  that 
line  of  conduct  in  those,  to  whom  the  apostle  wrote. 


On  the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Giund. 

TAWF  FIRST* 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider*  1st  The  divine  Spirit,  who  does  not  stand 
in  need  of  our  exertions,  bestows  nevertheless  his  most 
precious  gifts,  on  those,  who  are  disposed  to  receive 
them.  “ These  gifts  are/’  as  the  angel  of  the  schools, 
(St.  Thomas  Ag.  1.  2.  q.  68.  a.  4.  c.)  teaches,  “certain 
habits,  which  enable  a man  to  follow  promptly  the  in- 
stinct of  the  Holy  Ghost,  chiefly  in  relation  to  noble  and 
heroic  actions.*9  These  gifts  are,  according  to  Isaias, 
chiefly  seven,  vize  the  following,  The  spirit  of  wisdoni and 
qf  understanding,  the  spirit  of  counsel  find  qf  fortitude , 
the  spirit  of  knowledge  and  of  godliness— and  the  ofoi- 
rit  of  the  fear  cf  oitr  Lord . (Is.  1 1.  2.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  These  gifts  supply  us  wkh  a spirit- 
tual  armour  to  protect  and  aid  us  in  all  our  infirmities. 
The  spirit , says  St.  Paul,  also  helfieth  our  infirmity. 
(Rom.  8.  26.)  Therefore , writes  St  Gregory,  he  gives 
us  wisdom , to  counteract  our  folly;  understanding , our 
dulness ; counsel , our  rashness ; fortitude , our  fear; 
knowledge , our  ignorance;  piety , our  indevotion;  and 
the  fear  of  God,  our  pride.  (Mor.  L.  2.  c.  27.) 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  How  frequently  you  are  subject 
to  all  these  infirmities;  how  frequently  you  prefer  time  to 
eternity;  how  sluggish  you  are  in  things,  that  relate  to  the 
service  of  God;  how  fearful  you  are  in  the  least  difficulty, 
how  rash  in  your  determinations;  how  ignorant  of  spiri- 
tual things;  and  how  indevout;  and  lastly,  and  how  little 
you  have  the  fear  of  God  before  your  eyes.  Beseech 
the  divine  Spirit  to  arm  you  with  this  shield  of  9even-fbld 
strength,  and  say  with  the  Church,  Come,  O divine  Spi- 
rit, and  send  Jorth  She  ray*  qf  your  light . (Vem  San- 
te,  &c.) 


On  the  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Gkoet. 

part  second. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  are  not  only  provided  with 
means  of  overcoming  our  infirmities  by  the  gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghbst,  but  these  same  gifts  provide  us  with  the 
power  of  performing  all  good  actions.  Wisdom  helps 
us  to  understand  the  perfections  of  God,  and  contem- 
plate them  with  feeling  affection.  Understanding , ena- 
bles us  to  penetrate  the  mysteries  of  faith,  and  ponder 
the  secrets,  that  are  concealed  in  them.  Knowledge  gives 
us  the  power  of  contemplating  with  profit  all  created 
things,  inasmuch  as  they  come  from  God,  and  lead  to 
him. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  We  are  helped  by  counsel  in  our 
doubts  and  anxieties;  for  the  thoughts  qf  mortal  men  are 
fearful , and  our  counsels  uncertain:  (Wis.  9.  14.)  and 
the  heart  fancieth  as  that  of  a woman  in  travail,  except 
it  he  a vision  sent  from  the  Most  High.  (Eccli.  34.  6.) 
And  because  it  is  dangerous  to  trust  to  ourselves,  by  the 
gift  of  counsel,  we  are  induced  to  suffer  ourselves  to  be 
governed  by  others,  especially  superiors  and  directors. 
Establish  within  thyself  a heart  of  good  counsels  for  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


WEEK. 


soul  of  a holy  man  discovert  th  true  things  more  than, 
seven  watchmen , who  ait  in  a high  place  towatch . (Ec- 
di.  17.  18.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  By  fortitude  we  are  encouraged  to 
undergo  every  difficulty,  which  stands  between  us  and 
heaven,  and  to  resist  those,  who  wish  to  make  us  deviate 
from  virtue,  even  to  death.  By  piety  we  are  taught  to 
act  as  children  towards  our  superiors,  as  mothers  towards 
our  inferiors,  and  as  brethren  towards  our  equals.  Lastly, 
the/ear  of  Qod  hateth  ervil,  (Prov.  8.  13.)  and  preserves 
us  from  every  sin,  because  he  that  feareth  God,  neglect • 
eth  nothing . (Eccli.  7.  19.)  Therefore,  beg  these  gifts 
of  God,  who  gtveth  to  all  abundantly.  (Junes,  1.  S.) 


On  the  Fruite  of  Hie  Holy  Ghost, 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  Holy  Ghost  resembles  a large 
tree,  whose  top  reaches  heaven,  and1  whose  branches 
extend  over  the  whole  world.  The  fruit  qf  the  divine 
spirit,  says  the  apostle,  i>  charity , joy,  peace , patience \ 
benignity , goodneaa , longanimity , mildness , fifth,  mo * 
desty,  continency , chastity . (Gal.  5.  22,  23.)  These 
are  the  effects,  which  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in 
the  soul  produces*  Admire  the  goodness  and  purity  of 
God,  who  does  not  disdain  to  make  poor  man  sensible 
of  his  presence,  by  producing  in  his  soul  these  fruits  of 
holiness. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Examine  whether  you  be  posses- 
sed by  the  spirit  of  God,  and  whether  you  partake  of  his 
fruits;  for  it  is  written  in  the  sacred  volume,  by  their 
fruits  you  shall  know^  them . (Mat.  7.  16i)  Examine, 
therefore,  how  charitable  you  are;  how  patient,  mild,  and 
modest.  If  you  be  destitute  of  these  virtues,  you  are  a 
stranger  to  the  Holy  Ghost.  Learn  to.  appreciate  these 
fruits,  and  beg  God  to  make  you  acquainted  with  them: 
Remember  the  admonition  of  St.  Paul,  if  we  live  In  the 

A a 2 


Digitized  by  Google 


PENTECOST 


*94 

spirit,  let  tie  alto  walk  in  the  spirit.  {Gal.  5*  25.)  The 
Holy  Ghost  cannot  exist  in  our  souls,  without  displaying 
himself  in  ouf  external  actions. 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  One  of  the  principal  dispositions 
requisite  lor  our  receiving  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  to  cherish 
a pure  intention  of  serving  God  in  all  things,  for  his  own 
sake,  and  not  from  worldly  respects;  for,  as  the  wise 
man  says,  the  holy  spirit  qf  discipline  will  flee  from  the 
deceitful.  (Wis.  1.  5.)  Endeavour,  therefore,  to  please 
God  hi  all  things,  and  conform  yourself  to  the  discipline 
requisite  for  your  calling  or  situation,  and  do  not  suffer 
this  conformity  to  be  an  effort  of  the  exterior  man  only, 
but  sanctify  it  with  purity  of  intention. 


On  the  kind  of  Ltfe,  which  the  Hell/  Ghost  in- 
spired the  first  Christians  to  lead. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  They  were  persevering  in  the  doc* 
trine  qf  the  apostles,  and  in  the  communication  qf  the 
breaking  of  bread , and  in  prayers.  (Acta,  2.  42.)  By 
these  three  means  is  our  spiritual  life  preserved  and 
nourished.  1st.  By  hearing  or  reading  the  word  of  God. 
2d.  By  frequenting  the  sacraments,  and  particularly  the 
sacrament  of  the  altar.  3d.  By  continued  prayer.— 
These  were  the  means,  that  the  first  Christians  employed 
to  increase  in  virtue  and  perfection,  and  by  these  alone 
can  you  hope  to  emulate  their  example. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  They  lived  in  common.  Ml  they 
that  believed  were  together , and  had  all  things  common . 
(Acts,  2.  44.)  Their  charity  and  mutual  concord  were 
most  exemplary.  The  multitude  of  the  believers  had 
hut  one  heart  and  one  soul.  (Sup.)  Their  evangelical 
poverty  was  most  extraordinary.  As  many  as  were  own* 
trs  qf  lands  or  houses , sold  them , and  brought  the 
price  qf  the  things  they  sold , and  laid  it  down  before 
iht  test  qf  .ihe  Apostles.  (Ib.  34.  35.)  Neither  did 
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any  one  qf  them  «ay,  that  qf  the  things,  which  Jtepos- 
eessed,  any  thing  was  his  own f hut  ait  things , were 
common  to  them . (Ib.  32.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  “They  were  continuing  daily  with 
one  accord  in  the  temple,  and  breaking  bread,  from 
boose  to  house,”  (as  well  the  eucbaristic  bread  in  com* 
muakro,  as  common-bread  in  hospitality,)  they  took  their 
meat  with  joy  and  simplicity  qf  heart , praising  God 
together , and  having  favour  with  all  the  people.  (Acts. 
2.  46,  47.)  Alas,  how  we  ought  to  blush,  when  we 
compare  our  manner  of  living,  and  general  conduct  with 
theirs;  let  91s  imitate  their  example,  for  we  have  the 
same  God  to  serve,  that  they  had,  and  we  hope  to  enjoy 
their  company  in  heaven. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  second  person  of  the  most  blessed 
Trinity. 

MOEfllWG  ENTERTAIKMEHT. 

Lon),  if  I have  found  favour  in  thy  tight,  paaa  not  away  from 
thy  servant— {Gea.  xviii  31] 

TRINITY  SUNDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  What  frith  teaches  us  regarding 
this  adorab'e  mystery,  to  wit,  that  three  persons  subsist 
in  one  single  and  indivisible  nature,  which  is  the  divine 
nature,  the  Father  unbegotten,  his  only  begotten  Son  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  which  proceeds  from  them  both.  This 
mystery  far  surpasses  human  understanding;  but  mys- 
teries are  necessary  for  religion.  If  we  could  compre- 
hend all  that  regards  God,  or  can  be  announced  of  him, 
then,  either  God  would  be  no  greater  than  ourselves, 
an  imperfect  being,  or  we  should  be  equal  to  God  and 
perfect.  Imagine  you  see  myriads  of  angels  and  saints, 
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prostrate  before  the  throne  of  the  divinity,  with  the  most 
profound  reverence  and  admiration,  and  hear  them  con • 
tinually.  singing  Holy , Holy , Holy  the  Lord  God  qf 
hosts . (Is.  6.  3.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  second  person  of  this  divme 
Trinity  will  visit  you  to-day,  and  with  him  the  Father 
and  the  Holy  Ghost,  who  being  of  the  same  nature  with 
the  Son,  are  also  in  a certain  and  special  manner  present 
in  the  eucharist.  Examine  what  entertainment  you 
ought  to  give  these  divine  guests.  If  you  think  it  too 
much  to  purify  your  soul  from  every  sin  and  every 
affection  to  sin,  to  renounce  effectually  whatever  you 
know  to  be  displeasing  to  these  divine  guests,  you  have 
a very  incorrect  and  a very  mean  idea  of  the  Holy 
Trinity. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  With  what  fervour,  humility,  and 
devotion  Abraham  received  the  three  angels,  who  were 
an  emblem  of  the  holy  Trinity.  He  received  three , but 
he  adored  only  oney  writes  St.  Augustine,  saying  Lordy 
\f  I have  found  favour  in  thy  eighty  ficus  not  away 
from  thy  servant . (Lib.  16.  c.  29.  de  civ.  Dei.)  He 
then  ran  to  his  herd,  took  one  of  his  best  calves,  boiled 
it  and  placed  it  before  them.  Act  you  in  the  same 
manner,  and  present  your  guests  with  the  best  gift  you 
can  make  them.  This  can  be  no  other,  than  your  heart 
warmed  and  inflamed  with  the  fire  of  charity.  Say  with 
the  church,  Blessed  be  the  holy  and  undivided  Trinity 
now  and  for  ever  and  ever. 


On  the  First  Person  of  the  Trinity. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  eternal  Father,  as  faith  teaches 
us,  is  the  fountain  and  origin  of  the  other  persons  of  the 
Trinity.  Knowing  himself  from  all  eternity,  in  the  most 
perfect  manner  by  intuitive  vision,  he  begets  from  all 
eternity  a perfect  image  of  himself,  the  image  qf  God 


Digitized  by  Google 


A 


SUNDAY.  ^ *87 

and  the  figure  qf  hie  9 ub stance.  (2.  Cor.  4.  4,  and 
Heb.  I.  3.)  This  image  is  the  eternal  Word,  distinct 
from  the  Father,  but  being  a perfect  image  of  his  sub- 
stance, is  of  the  same  nature.  These  two  perfect  be- 
ings of  the  same  nature,  are  necessitated  to  love  each 
other  from  all  eternity;  this  mutual  love,  which  they 
breath  towards  each  other,  is  the  divine  spirit.  Thus 
the  Father  communicates  to  the  Son  and  Holy  Ghost,  his 
entire  nature  without  division,  retaining  his  own  proper 
personality  uncommunicated,  while  the  Holy  Ghost  pro- 
ceeds from  them  both.  A dmire  and  adore  this  most  pro- 
found mystery,  exercise  your  faith  in  acts  upon  it,  and, 
acknowledge  the  weakness  of  the  human  intellect,  in 
attempting  to  comprehend  the  immensity  of  the  Divi- 
nity.—Say  with  the  apostle  of  nations,  O the  defith  of 
the  riches,  of  the  wisdom  and  of  the  knowledge  qf 
Gad!  (Rom.  11.  33.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Although  all  the  external  works 
of  God,  are  common  to  the  three  persons  of  the  Trinity; 
the  works  of  omnipotence,  nevertheless,  are  appropria- 
ted to  the  Father;  such  as  are,  creation,  preservation 
and  providence.  Hence,  you  should  learn  how  mueh 
you  ought  to  love  that  Being,  who  has  created  you,  who 
preserves  you,  and  who  for  your  sake  has  formed  this 
admirable  world.  Learn  too,  how  much  reason  you 
have  to  fear  that  Being,  that  can  destroy  both  body  and 
soul  in  hell.  (Mat.  10.  28.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  eternal  Father,  so  great  and 
incomprehensible  has  stooped  so  low  beneath  himself 
as,  for  love  of  his  poor  insignificant  vassals,  to  conde- 
scend to  make  us  his  adopted  children  and  heirs  of  hea- 
ven. The  Father  himsef  lovethyou , says  Christ.  (Jno. 
16.  27.)  Nay  more,  God  so  loved  the  world  as  to  give 
his  only  begotten  Son.  (Jno.  3.  16.)  Remember,  then, 
what  great  reason  you  have  to  love  and  reverence  with 
your  whole  heart,  so  loving  a Father.  You  cannot  love 
and  reverence  him,  unless  you  avoid  whatever  is  dis- 
pleasing to  him,  and  do  that,  which  is  agreeable  to  him; 
that  is,  unless  you  avoid  evil  and  do  good. 
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On  the  Second  Person  of  the  blessed  Trinity* 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  second  person  of  the  Trinity 
existed  from  all  eternity,  without  any  relation  to  time, 
equal  to  the  Father  and  consubstantial  to  him.  He  is 
coeternal  with  the  Father,  the  image  qf  God  and  the 
figure  of  hie  substance . He  is  properly  the  Word  (or 
idea)  of  the  divine  intellect  expressing  in  himself  the  sub- 
stance of  the  divine  nature.  This  Word  became  vocal 
by  the  mystery  of  the  incarnation,  and  declared  to  man- 
kind the  secrets  of  his  Father.  Who  shall  declare  his 
generation , exclaims  the  prophet  (Is.  53.  8.)  Neither 
the  angels  themselves,  nor  all  the  eloquence  of  earth-bom 
men  can  explain  his  mysterious  birth.  If  they  could, 
this  divine  Word  would  present  no  object  for  our  faith, 
because  our  understandings,,  which  would,  then,  be  ca- 
pable of  comprehending  his  divine  nature,  must  either 
be  infinite,  or  this  divine  Word  must  be  a limited  and  an 
imperfect  being.  Our  understandings  are  not  infinite, 
and  he  is  not  an  imperfect  being;  therefore,  we  cannot 
comprehend,  by  any  faculty,  of  which  we  are  possessed, 
this  mysterious  generation.  It  is  sufficient  for  us,  that 
we  adore  him  with  an  unshaken  faith,  and  rejoice  in  his 
glory,  which  is  substantially  equal  to  the  glory  of  hia  Fa* 
ther.  Learn  to  detest  that  pride,  which  prompts  igno* 
rant  man  to  ascend  to  heaven,  and  to  scan  the  power  and 
works  of  the  divinity. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  only  begotten  Son  of  God 
loved  the  world  to  such  a degree,  that  he  surrendered 
his  life  to  redeem  it  For  us  men , says  the  church  m 
the  Nicene  creed,  and  for  our  salvation , he  descended 
from  heaven^  and  was  made  man.  God  became  many 
writes  St  Augustine,  that  we  might  become  God , (Ser. 
9.  de  Nativ.)  and  the  eloquent  St  Leo  remarks,  Christ 
was  made  the  son  of  many  that  we  might  be  made  the  sons 
tf  God.  (Leo.  Ser,  a.  de  Nativ.)  O ineffable  and  »- 
•comprehensible  mystery. 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  How  arc  you  to  requite  so  much 
love  ? You  are  certainly  bound  to  reverence  his  divine 
person  with  the  most  tender  devotion  and  respect.  Love 
that  sacred  huhianity,  which  the  Son  of  God  assumed, 
and  which  was  nailed  to  the  cross  for  your  sake.  Say 
with  the  devout  St  Bernard,  The  more  vile,  this  Son  of 
God  has  become  for  my  sake , by  so  much  the  more  is 
he  dear  to  me . (Ser.  1.  Epiph.)  Do  not  alienate  his 
affections,  by  sinning  against  him.  Though  Jesus 
Christ  be  infinitely  good  and  infinitely  mercinil,  he  is 
still  infinitely  just. 


On  the  Third  Person  of  the  Blessed  Trinity • 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  Holy  Ghost  as  die  third  per- 
son of  the  holy  Trinity  proceeds  from'  the  Father  and  the 
Son,  but  is  coetemal  and  consubstanti&l  with  them  both,  of 
equal  power  and  wisdom  and  majesty.  For  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  church,  we  adore  a distinction  of  ftersons9 
an  unity  in  the  essence  and  an  equality  in  the  majesty. 
(Pref.  Trin.)  Honour  and  reverence  this  divine  person, 
and  join  your  voice  with  that  of  angels  and  saints,  crying 
out,  44  holy,  holy,  holy  Lord  God  ot  hosts.” 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  Holy  Ghost  appeared  over 
Christ  in  the  form  of  a dove,  both  to  teach  us  his  love, 
in  regard  to  those,  whom  Christ  came  to  redeem,  for 
the  dove  is  an  emblem  of  social  love,  and  to  inspire  us 
with  mildness  and  simplicity  of  life  and  action.  To  him 
likewise  are  attributed  the  works  of  justification,  the  dis- 
tribution of  graces  and  the  benefits  of  inspiration.  The 
sfiirit  breatheth  were  he  will:  and  thou  hearest  his  voice9 
but  thou  knowest  not  whence  he  cometh , or  whither  he 
goeth . (Jno.  3.  8.)  Pray  with  earnestness  and  fervour 
for  this  divine  grace,  for  without  it,  it  is  impossible  to  per- 
form a supernatural  meritorious  act. 
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III.  Consider)  3d.  The  Holy  Ghost  not  only  comma- 
nicates  his  grace  to  faithful  Christians)  but  in  a special 
manner  communicates  himself,  as  divines  teach,  to  the 
just.  Hence,  St.  Paul  writes  to  his  Corinthian  converts, 
Know  ye  not , that  your  member i are  the  temple  qf  the 
Holy  Ghost,  who  is  in  you , whom  you  have  from  God) 
and  ye  are  not  your  own ? (1.  Cor.  6.  19.)  Take 
care,  then,  that  you  never  profane  his  temple.  Beg  of 
hhn  by  continued  prayer,  that  he  would  wash  away 
what  is  unclean  in  you , water  what  is  dry9  heal  what 
is  wounded , bend  what  is  stubborn , warm  what  is  cold) 
and  correct  all  your  deviations . (Seq.  in  Miss.  S. 
Sane.) 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  Insdtutor  ogthe  holy  euchariit. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

He  hath  made  a remembrance  of  bis  wonderful  works,  be- 
ing a merciful  and  a gracious  Lord,  he  hath,  given  food  to 
them  that  fear  him*— -[Ps.  ex  4.] 

CORPUS  CHRISTI. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Under  what  obligations  you  are 
to  your  Saviour  for  his  institution  of  so  admirable  and 
beneficial  a mystery.  From  this  sacrament,  as  from  a 
fountain,  every  kind  of  good  flows.  It  is  the  proper  sa- 
crifice for  our  sins,  it  is  the  spiritual  food  of  our  souls, 
a lively  memorial  of  Christ’s  passion  and-  death,  and  the 
spring  and  fountain  of  all  grace  and  virtue.  His  bits • 
sing  hath  overflowed  like  a river . (Eccli.  39.  27.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  divine  Instituter,  who  has 
shown  himself  wonderful  in  all  his  works,  has  io  this  sin- 
gle action  employed  all  the  treasures  of  hjs  power  and 
wisdom.  For  in  the  eucharist  he  displays  ms  infinite 
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wisdom  in  inventing  such  admirable  food;  his  power  is 
manifested  in  the  transubstantiation  of  the  bread  and  wine; 
his  goodness,  in  communicating  himself  to  us;  and  his 
liberality  in  giving  himself  entirely  to  each  one,  who 
receives  him.  His  patience,  in  a particular  manner, 
manifests  itself  by  his  suffering  himself  to  be  handled  by 
the  wicked,  and  insulted.by  those,  who  receive  him  un- 
worthily. He  hath  made  a remembrance  of  hie  mar 4* 
vellous  works,  being  a merciful  and  a gracious  Lord, 
he  hath  given  food  to  them  that  fear  him.  (Sup.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  consequence  of  the  greatness 
of  the  favours  received  in  the  eucharist,  the  church  at 
this  time,  celebrates  the  memory  of  this  mystery  with 
pomp  and  ceremony.  If  the  ark  of  the  covenant  was 
formerly  carried  with  such  great  solemnity,  how  much 
more  honour  does  the  holy  eucharist  deserve.  Go 
forth,  therefore,  to  meet  your  concealed  God,  your  soul 
adorned  with  every  virtue,  praise,  honour,  and  thank 

«i  for  his  mercies.  At  least  do  what  you  are  able, 
ause  he  is  above  all  praise , and  you  cannot  praise 
him  sufficiently . (Seq.  in  Mis.) 


On  the  holy  Eucharist  compared  with  the 
Manna. 


PART.,  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

Nothing  in  the  ancient  law  or  history  of  the  Jewish 
nation  was  more  admirable  than  the  manna,  which  dur- 
ing forty  years,  together,  fell  from  heaven  to  feed  the 
people  as  they  journeyed  through  the  desert.  Hence, 
David  said  of  it,  He  has  made  a remembrance  cf  his 
marvellous  works,  he  hath  given  food  to  them  that 
fear  him.  There  were^ii^dve  admirable  properties  in 
the  manna,  but  they  exist  m a more  eminent  degree  in 
the  holy  eucharist 
B b 
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I.  The  manna  was  bread,  not  produced  from  grain, 
that  had  been  sown  in  earth,  that  had  been  cultivated, 
but  came  down  from  heaven;  so  it  is  of  the  holy  eucha- 
rist, which  is  the  bread  that  came  down  from  heaven . 
(Jno.  6.  59.)  And  the  sacred  body  of  Christ,  which  pro- 
ceeded not  frojn  human  generation,  but  from  the  pure 
Virgin  and  by  the  divine  influence  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

II.  The  manna  was  made  only  by  angels,  hence*  it 
was  called  the  bread  <f  angels . (Ps.  77.  25.)  And  the 
eucharist  is  consecrated  only  by  priests,  who  are  called 
the  angels  of  the  Lord  of  hosts.  (Vid.  Mai.  2.  7.) 

III.  The  manna  contained  in  itself  every  kind  of 
delight:  sq  does  the  eucharist  in  a more  eminent  degree, 
surpassing , as*  St.  Cyprian  observes,  all  delicacies  fire - 
pared  Jor  the  taste , and  all  the  dainties  of  sweat  meats. 
(Tract  de  coen.  Dni.) 

IV.  The  manna  contained  such  a variety  of  tastes 
in  itself,  that  it  had  a different  relish,  for  every  one,  that 
desired  it,  serving  every  man9s  willy  it  was  turned  to 
what  every  man  liked.  (Wisdom,  *16.  21 .)  In  like  man* 
ner  the  eucfiarist  supplies  every  one,  who  approaches  it 
with  proper  dispositions,  with  every  virtue  that  can  be 
desired.  To  some  it  is  a source  of  humility,*  whilst 
others  receive  from  it  the  virtue  of  chastity. 

V.  The  t sweetness  of  the  manna  was  concealed 
from  the  wicked,  and  only  enjoyed  by  the  just,  hence 
the  former  complained,  our  soul  now  loatheth  this  very 
light  food.  (Num.  21.  5.)  So  the  eucharist  to  sinners 
can  hardly  be  distinguished  from  ordinary  food,  and 
hence  it  is  called  a hidden  manna. 

VI.  Though  the  manna  were  divided  into  many 
parts,  each  part  retained  the  virtue  and  strength  of  the 
whole;  so,  although  the  eucharist  be  broken  into  a thou- 
sand pieces,  as  much  remains  iii  each  separate  part 
as  was  contained  before  in  the  whole.  (Seq.  in  Missa.) 
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On  the  holy  Eucharist  compared  with  the 

Manna. 

PART  SECOND.  , 

SATURDAY. 

VII.  The  manna  was  given  in  equal  measure  to 
every  one.  Neither  had  he  more , that  hath  gathered 
more , nor  did  he  find  less  that  had  provided  less.  (Ex. 
Id.  18.)  So  in  the  eucharist,  one  receives , a thousand 
receive , but  he  receives  as  much  as  they.  (Seq.  Mis.) 

VIII.  The  manna  was  to  be  gathered  early  before 
sun  rise,  or  it  melted  away,  although  when  it  had  been 
collected,  it  withstood  even  fire.  In  ordqj*,  that  it  might 
be  known , says  the  wise  man,  that  we  ought  to  prevent 
the  sun  to  bless  thee , O Lord . (Wis.  16.  28.)  In 
the  same  manner  the  eucharist  does  not  import  its  sweet 
advantages  to  the  indolent  and  the  slothful,  but  only 
to  the  fervent.  They  that  in  the  morning  early  watch 
for  me,  shall  find  me.  (Prov.  8.  17.) 

IX.  The  manna  in  equal  proportion  served  for  chil- 
dren as  well  as  men,  for  the  young  as  well  as  the  old;  in 
the  same  manner  the  eucharist  produces  different  ef- 
fects, according  to  the  capacity  of  those,  who  receive  it, 
and  the  dispositions  of  those,  who  approach  it. 

X.  When  the  manna  was  kept  even  until  the  next 
day,  from  a spirit  of  covetousness,  it  became  corrupted; 
but  when  laid  up  by  the  command  of  God  in  a vessel  of 
gold,  it  remained  uncorrupted  for  many  generations.  In 
the  same  manner  the  eucharist,  when  it  is  received  un- 
worthily tends  to  increase  the  corruption  of  the  criminal 
soul,  for  “ they  eat  and  drink  damnation  to  themselves, 
not  discerning  the  body  of  the  Lord.”  But  when  it  is 
received  in  the  golden  vessel  of  a pure  and  innocent 
heart,  it  becomes  the  seed  of  eternal  life. 

XI.  For  forty  ^ears*  whilst  the  children  of  Israel 
were  journeying  to  the  land  of  promise,  the  manna 
never  failed;  so  is  the  eucharist  the  constant  and  never 
failing  food  of  Christians,  during  their  pilgrimage 
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through  this  vale  of  tears.  Behold  I am  with  you,  says 
Jesus  Christ,  even  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

XII.  The  manna  fell  daily  without  intermission,  ex- 
cept on  the  Sabbath  day,  on  which  day,  the  Israelites 
lived  on  what  they  had  collected  the  day  before,  so  is 
the  eucharist  our  daily  food,  and  will  not  cease  to  be  so, 
until  the  Sabbath  of  eternal  repose  arrive,  when  we 
shall  live  forever  on  the  fruits,  which  we  have  collected 
during  this  life. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Con^der  the  Eucharist  as  a Banquet. 

FART  FIRST. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Come  eat  riy  bread  and  drink  the  wine,  which  I have  min- 
gled for  you^— [Prov-  ix.  5.] 

SUNDAY  WITHIN  THE  OCTAVE  OF  COR- 
PUS CHRISTI. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  the 
present  Sunday,  A certain  man  made  a great  tufifier. 
(Luk.  14.  16.)  This  man  is  Christ,  and  the  eucharist 
Is  the  great  supper,  to  which  all  mankind  are  invited. 
Come  to  me,  all  you  that  labour , qnd  are  heavy  laden> 
(says  Christ,)  and  I will  ref  reek  you . (Mat.  1 1.  28.) 
Never  since  the  commencement  of  the  world,  was  there 
a feast  so  sumptuous  and  magnificent,  as  that  which 
Christ  has  prepared  for  his  friends.  Prepare,  there- 
fore, your  soul  to  be  present  at  this  banquet,  and  pon- 
der the  admirable  effects,  which  you  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  it. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  banquet  is  not  prepared  for 
one  individual  only,  but  for  all  nations.  The  Lord  of 
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hosts  shall  make  unto  all  people  in  this  mountain,  a 
feast  of  fat  thing *,  a feast  of  wine . (Is.  25.  6.)  This 
feast  will  continue  to  the  end  of  time;  it  is  not  like  the 
feast  of  king  Assuerus,  which  lasted  only  “ for  some 
years/9  This  banquet  has  continued  nearly  eighteen 
hundred  years,  and  it  will  continue  until  the  church 
militant  be  transferred  to  heaven,  even  to  the  consum- 
mation of  the  world.  (Mat.  28.  20.)  It  contains  every 
variety  of  spiritual  taste,  possessing  as  the  wise  man 
says,  all  that  is  delicious  and  the  sweetness  qf  every 
taste.  (Wis.  16.  20.)  The  feast,  besides,  is  most  whole* 
Some,  for,  he  that  eateth  this  breads  shall  live  forever. 
(Jno.  6.  59.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  feast  is  most  delicious;  he 
fed  them  with  the  fat  qf  wheat  and  filed  them  with 
honey  out  of  the  rocky  and  the  rock  was  Christ.  (Ps. 
80.  17.  and  1.  Cor.  It).  4.)  The  flesh  and  blood  of  the 
Son  of  God  is  the  food,  which  the  Christian  receives. 
Approach,  therefore,  this  sacred  table  with  every  senti- 
ment of  piety  and  devotion,  and  say  with  the  church) 
C sacred  feasty  in  which  Christ  is  receivedy  the  memory 
qf  his  passion  renewedy  our  mind  filed  with  gracey 
and  a pledge  of  future  glory  given  nq.  (In  off.  Cor. 
Chr.) 


On  the  Eucharist  as  a Banquet. 

PART  SROOKD. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Every  thing,  that  accompanies  this 
divine  feast,  tends  to  increase  its  magnificence.  The 
dignity  of  the  guests,  the.  quality  and  number  of  waiters* 
and  the  sumptuousness  of  the  service,  recommend  an 
earthly  festivity.  In  this  feast  the  guests  are  the  three 
divine  persons  of  the  Trinity.  What  can  be  more  dig- 
nified or  sublime?  Jf  any  man  shall  hear  my  voicef 
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says  the  Redeemer  by  the  mouth  of  his  apostle*  and 
often  to  me  the  gate * I will  come  in  to  him , and  will  tuft 
with  him , and  he  with  me . (Apoc.  3.  20.)  And  again, 
Jf  any  one  love  me,  my  Father  will  love  him * and  we 
will  come  to  him , and  will  make  an  abode  with  him. 
(Jno.  14.  23.) 

II.  Consider*  2d.  The  waiters  are  angels*  the  most 
excellent  of  all  creatures  by  nature.  Thousands  of 
thousands  miniitered  to  him * and  ten  times  a hundred 
thousand  stood  before  him.  (Dan.  7.  10.)  They  as- 
sist their  Lord,  as  the  holy  fathers  teach*  during  the 
time  of  divine  service*  and  remain  with  you  as  long  as 
Christ  is  personally  present.  (Vid.  Chr.  de  sacerd.) 
Learn*  with  what  reverence  you  ought  to  be  present 
during  the  solemn  hour  of  sacrifice*  and  during  the 
time  of  holy  communion. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Though  the  celebration  of  the 

sacrifice  of  Mass*  may  appear  eternally  an  ordinary 
ceremony*  yet  in  reality  it  surpasses  all  the  powers  of 
nature.  The  food  of  life  is  handed  to  you  under  the  spe- 
cies of  bread,  which  species  are  miraculously  preserved 
without  their  proper  substances;  than  which  there  is  no 
miracle  so  great  in  nature.  Learn  from  all  these  consi- 
derations how  well  adorned  with  every  virtue  your  soul 
ought  to  be,  when  you  approach  the  holy  table.  Be  ye 
clean * exclaims  the  prophet,  that  carry  the  vessels  qf 
the  Lord . (Is.  52.  11.)  How  much  greater  reason 
have  you  to  purify  yourself*  since  you  carry  in  your 
breast  our  Lord  himself  2 . 


Digitized  by  Google 


OF  CORPUS  CHRISTI.  3O7 

On  the  Eucharist  compared  with  the  tree  of 
life  and  its  fruits, 

PART  FIRST. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  'the  tree  oflife,  that  grew  in  Para- 
dise, restored  the  decaying  forces  of  nature  and  preserv- 
ed man,  who  was,  then,  immortal,  in  continual  repair.  In 
his  apocalypse,  St  John  says,  that  the  tree  of  life  bore 
twelve  fruits.  (Vid.  Ap.  22.  2.)  The  eucharist  is  the 
bread  of  life,  so  called  by  Christ  himself,  because  by  the 
grace,  which  it  gives,  it  renders  us  immortal ; and  be- 
cause it  yields  twelve  kinds  of  fruit,  which  are  sovereign 
remedies  against  every  infirmity  to  which  man’s  nature 
is  subject  by  sin.  (Vid.  Opusc  S.  Thom : 58  c.  21.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  first  misery  arises  from  the 
assaults  of  the  devil,  who,  as  a roaring  liongoeth  about , 
seeking  whom  he  may  devour . (1.  Pet.  5.  8.)  The  ho- 
ly eucharist  arms  us  against  this  misery  by  supplying 
us  with  strength  to  resist  the  devil  and  drive  him  away. 
To  compare  great  things  with  small,  it  is  like  the  heart 
of  the  fish  of  Toby;  which  when  burnt,  the  smoke  thereof 
drrveth  away  all  kinds  of  devils . (Tob.  6.  8.)  The  se- 
cond evil,  to  which  man  is  subject,  is  the  rebellion  of  con- 
cupiscence, of  which  the  apostle  says,  I see  another  law 
in  my  members , fighting  against  the  law  of  my  mind . 
(Rom.  7.  23  ) This  law  is  the  concupiscence  of  sin,  in 
our  members,  such  as  the  desire  of  wealth,  the  inclination 
to  calumniate,  and  the  love  of  pleasure.  The  heat  of  this 
concupiscence  is  allayed  by  the  holy  eucharist.  Hence 
it  is  compared  to  the  manna,  which  lay  like  unto  the 
hoarfrost  on  the  ground.  (Ek.  16.  14.)  The  same 
Lord,  who  is  concealed  in  the  Eucharist,  says  by  his 
prophet,  I will  be  as  dew , Israel  shall  spring  up,  as  a 
lily.  (Ose  14.  16.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  third  misery  to  which  we  are 
subject,  is  the  corruption  of  the  heart,  for  there  is  no  just 
man  upon  earthy  that  doeth  good  and  sinneth  not . (Ec- 
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cles.  7.  21.)  This  corruption  the  eucharist  corrects,  and 
purifies,  as  the  burning  coal  taken  from  the  altar,  puri- 
fied the  lips  of  Isaias.  The  fourth  misery  is  the  anger 
of  the  Creator  against  his  sinful  creatures.  The  eucha- 
ristic  sacrifice  appeases  his  indignation  and  resembles  the 
gift,  of  which  the  wise  man  speaks,  A gift  in  the  bosom 
quencheth  anger . (Prov.  21.  14.)  There  is  no  gift  more 
acceptable  to  God,  than  his  only  Son,  who  is  received 
into  our  bosoms,  after  having  been  offered  to  his  eternal 
Father,  in  the  eucharistic  sacrifice. 


On  the  Eucharist  compared  with  the  treeqflife 
and  its  fruits, 

T AHTSBOOND. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  fifth  misery,  which  is  the  con- 
sequence of  original  sin,  is  ignorance.  Before  the  com- 
pletion  of  creation,  darkness  was  on  the  face  qf  the  deep* 
(Gen.  1.  2.)  So  does  darkness  overspread  the  heart  of 
.man,  when  it  is  not  enlightened  by  the  grace  of  God. 
Hence  the  prophet  observes,  The  heart  is  perverse  above 
all  things , and  unsearchable , who  can  know  it  ? (Jer. 
17.  19.)  The  eucharist  expels  this  darkness,  and  en- 
lightens the  understanding ; as  the  honey  opened  the 
eyes  of  Jonathas,  you  have  seen  yourselves,  he  said,  that 
my  eyes  are  enlightened,  because  I tasted  a little  of  this 
honey t.  (1.  Kings,  14.  29.)  The  sixth  evil  consequence 
of  original  sin  is  a want  of  the  love  of  God  rad  our 
neighbour,  for  where  iniquity  hath  abounded , the  cha • 
rity  qf  many  shall  grow  cold,  (Mat.  24.  12.)  Against 
this  evil  a remedy  is  provided  in  the  holy  eucharift 
which  inflames  the  heart  with  divine  love,  and  affords 
strong  motives  for  the  love  of  our  neighbour. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Another  consequence  of  origins! 
sin  is  an  indisposition  in  the  spiritual  appetite,  and  a want 
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•f  relish  for  spiritual  things,  for  the  sensual  man  per* 
ccrvcth  not  the  things  that  are  of  the  spirit  of  God . (1. 
Cor.  2*  14.)  The  man  who  continually  seeks  the  plea- 
sures and  happiness  of  this  life  alone,  will  soon  lose  eve- 
ry relish  for  the  things  of  God.  The*  holy  eucharist  re- 
medies this  evil  and  enables  the  devout  Christian  to  taste 
and  see,  that  the  Lord  is  sweet.  (Ps.  33.  9.)  Learn, 
then,  to  appreciate  the  advantages,  which  result  from 
a worthy  communion. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  eighth  bad  consequence  of 
original  sin  is  a want  of  fervour  in  the  prosecution  of 
good  works.  We  often  begin  well,  but  our  resolution 
soon  fails.  This  man  began  to  build,  but  was  not  able 
to  finish  itj.  (Luk.  14.  30.)  The  holy  eucharist  strength- 
ens us  in  our  resolutions ; it  is  like  the  bread,  which  the 
angel  brought  to  Elias,  who  walked  in  the  strength  of 
that  bread,  forty  days  and  forty  nights , unto  the  mount 
of  God,  Horeb.  (3.  Kings,  19.  8.)  Pray  to  God,  that  you 
may  partake  of  these  precious  fruits,  and  particularly, 
that  you  may  persevere  in  good  to  the  end.  Of  all  vir- 
tues, says  St.  Bernard,  fierseverance  alone  is  crowned . 


On  the  Eucharist  compared  with  the  treeoflife 
and  its  fruits. 

PART  THIRD. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  consequence  of  the  sin  of  our 
first  parents,  man  was  rendered  obnoxious  to  eternal 
death.  We  were  by  nature,  says  St.  Paul,  the  children 
of  wrath.  (Ephes.  2.  3.)  From  this  penalty  the  Eucha- 
rist delivers  us,  because  it  gives  eternal  life.  If  any  man 
eat  of  this  bread , he  shall  live  forever . (Jno.  6.  £2.) 
The  tenth  misery,  to  which  we  are  subject,  is  a continual 
decay  in  good,  and  a strong  inclination  to  evil.  For  the 
imagination  and  thoughts  of  man’s  heart,  are  prone  to 
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evil  from  his  youth . (Gen.  6.  21.)  Thfe  inclination  to 
evil  is  subdued  by  the  holy  eucharist,  and  this  spiritual 
decay  remedied.  The  virtuous  Christian,  then,  grows 
in  spiritual  life,  and  advances  in  the  career  of  perfection. 
For  he  that  abideth  in  me , says  Christ,  dnd  I in  Aim,  the 
same  beareth  much  fruit.  (Jno.  15.  5.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  eleventh  misery  of  man  in 
this  vale  of  tears  is  an  irksomeness  and  tediousness  in  our 
place  of  banishment.  Woe  is  me , said  royal  David, 
that  my  sojourning  is  prolonged.  (Ps.  1 19.  5.)  The 
eucharist  alleviates  this  tediousness,  it  is  our  viaticum, 
as  the  manna  was  to  the  Israelites,  whilst  we  journey 
through  the  desert  of  this  world,  and  until  we  arrive  at 
the  land  of  promise,  the  kingdom  of  everlasting  glory. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  twelfth  evil  is  a continual 
decay,  and  tendency  to  dissolution  in  our  bodies.  Dust 
thou  art , and  into  dust  thou  shalt  return . (Gen.  3.  19.) 
Thus*  according  to  the  course  of  nature,  this  body  of 
ours  would  perish  forever ; but  in  consequence  of  their 
corporal  participation*  with  Christ,  as  St>Thomas  teach- 
es, the  saints  will  rise  again  in  their  bodies,  which  wil  j 
be  more  glorious  than  the  sun.  He  that  eateth  my 
fleshy  and  drinketh  my  bloody  hath  l\fe  everlastingy  and  I 
will  raise  him  up  at  the  last  day.  (Jno.  6.  55.) 

Admire  the  efficacy  and  virtue  of  these  fruits  of  the 
holy  Eucharist,  and  give  God  thanks  for  the  powerful 
remedies;  which  they  afford  against  all  your  maladies. 
Say  with  the  prophet,  Bless  the  Lordy  0 my  souly  whs 
healeth  all  thy  diseases . (Ps.  102.  2 and  3.) 


On  ‘preparing  to  receive  the  holy  Eucharist  bj 
faith  and  purity. 


FRIDAY. 


I.  Consider,  1st.  How  necessary  it  is  to  prepare  be- 
forehand for  the  worthy  receiving  of  holy  communion; 
lest  by  approaching  with  a conscience  loaded  with  mor- 
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tal  guilt,  you  convert  the  food  of  life  into  poison,  or  by 
communicating  with  indevotion  and  tepidity,  you  re- 
ceive but  little  graee.  Fearful  of  these  evils,  St.  Paul 
exclaims  to  all  Christendom,  Let  a man  firove  himself, 
and  so  let  him  eat  of  that  drepd.  ( 1.  Cor.  1 1.  28. ) He 
that  presumes  to  come  to  the  marriage  feast  without  the 
wedding  garment,  will  be  cast  into  utter  darknesg.  (Mat. 
22.)  Admit,  then„  the  necessity  of  proper  preparation 
for  so  sacred  and  important  a duty. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  first  condition  requisite  for  a 
worthy  communion  is  a lively  faith.  Faith  is  the  ground* 
work  and  foundation  of  every  virtue,  and  of  every  merito- 
rious action.  Hence  the  apostle  says,  Let  U8  draw  near 
with  a true  heart  in  fulness  of  faith,  (Heb.  10.  22.)  Ex- 
cite, therefore,  a lively  faith  in  your  soul,  as  often  as  you 
frequent  this  holy  mystery;  reject  every  temptation  arising 
from  the  dictates  of  the  senses,  against  a firm  belief  in  the 
mystery,  tell  them  that  the  veracity  of  God  hitnself,  whose 
revelations  are  not  to  be  judged  at  the  tribunal  of  man’s 
weak  senses  and  limited  understanding,  is  pledged  for  its 
truth. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  second  preparation  requisite 
for  a worthy  coihmunion  is  purity  of  mind  and  conscience. 
In  proportion  to  the  perfection  of  this  purity,  will  you 
receive  the  benefits  of  the  sacrament.  Hence,  Isaias  ex- 
claims, Be  ye  clean , you  that  carry  the  vessels  qf  the 
Lord . (52.  I L)  The  church  recommends  the  same  pu- 
rity to  us;  hence  she  has  ordained  that  the  eucharist  shall 
be  consecrated  on  clean  corporals.  These  corporals, 
says  the  angelical  doctor,  are  first  washed,  then  wrung, 
and  lastly  dried  : so  he  who  approaches  the  sacrament, 
must  first  wash  away  his  sins  by  the  tears  of  penance;  he 
must,  then,  drain  from  his  soul  every  affection  to  sin  that 
may  linger  in  it,  by  mortification,  and  thirdly,  the  fire  of 
charity  must  expel  from  it  every  predisposition  to  relapse. 
Examine  if  these  be  your  dispositions  when  you  approach 
the  holy  table. 
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On  preparing  to  receive  the  holy  Eucharist  by 
desires  and  prayers. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  To  a lively  faith  and  purity  of  mind 
and  conscience  must  be  joined  an  ardent  desire  and  hun- 
ger of  this  heavenly  banquet.  To  such  as  these  only 
does  our  Lord  address  the  invitation:  Come  over  to  me , 
all  ye,  that  desire  me,  and  be  filled  with  my  fruits.  (Ec- 
cli.  24.  26.)  And  the  Psalmist  tells  us,  he  hath  satisfied 
the  empty  soul , and  hath  filled  the  hungry  soul  with  good 
things . (Ps.  106.  9.)  Excite  in  your  soul,  therefore,  this 
hunger  and  thirst,  as  often  as  you  approach  this  holy  ta- 
ble. Open  thy  mouth  wide , and  I will  fill  it , says  the 
Lord.  (Ps.  80.  11.) 

II.  Consider,  2d*  To  this  desire  must  he  added  ear- 
nest prayer,  for  God  bestows  his  blessings  on  those  who 
ask  them.  Therefore  king  David  said,  they  asked  and 
the  quail  came  and  he  filled  them  with  the  bread  of 
heaven.  (Ps.  104.  40.)  If,  therefore,  you  wish  to  he  sa- 
tisfied with  this  heavenly  food,  you  must  surrender  your 
soul  to  meditation  and  prayer.  I sat  down  under  his 
shadow , whom  I desired , says  the  spouse  in  the  canti- 
cles. (2.  3.)  I sat , that  is,  in  holy  meditation  and  con- 
templation; and  having  experienced  their  sweetness, 
the  spouse  immediately  adds,  and  his  fruit  was  sweet 
to  my  palate.  (Ib.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  must  not  wonder,  if  after  di- 
Jigent  preparation  on  your  part,  you  do  not  immediately 

discover  the  sweetness  of  this  heavenly  food.  Asa  skil- 
ful physician  sometimes  prescribes  medicine,  which  is 
disagreeable  to  the  palate,  and  sometimes  that  which  is 
agreeable,  so  does  God  temper  the  sweetness  of  this  di- 
vine food,  that  some  feed  on  it  with  sensible  devotion, 
whilst  others  only  relish  it  by  the  knowledge  and  satisfac- 
tion, which  they  receive  of  its  great  benefits.  Submit 
yourself,  therefore,  to  this  heavenly  physician,  and  beg  of 
him  to  give  you  that  relish  of  this  holy  bread,  which  he 
knows  to  be  most  for  your  benefit. 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a shepherd,  seeking  after  one  of  his 
strayed  sheep.  (Luk.  15.  4.) 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I have  gone  astray  like  a sheep,  that  is  lost,  seek  thy  servant. 
[Ps.  cxviii.  176.] 

^THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  shepherd  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, having  lost  one  of  his  hundred  sheep,  went  to  seek 
it.  This  shepherd  is  Christ.  Remark  his  great  anx- 
iety and  care  for  his  wandering  sheep.  He  leaves  his 
ninety-nine  others,  that  is,  the  innumerable  angels  in 
heaven,  to  go  in  quest  of  the  one  that  was  lost.  He 
stood  not  in  need  of  it,  in  any  possible  point  of  view;  yet 
he  spares  neither  pain  nor  labour,  in  endeavoring  to  find 
it.  When  he  has  found  it,  he  neither  chastises  nor  re- 
proaches it,  but  laying  it  upon  his  shoulders,  brings  it 
home  again  to  the  fold.  What  is  man , O God,  that  thou 
* houldst  magnify  him ? or  why  dost  thou  set  thy  heart 
upon  him ? (Job.  7.  17.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Your  soul  is  in  a particular  man- 
ner, this  strayed  sheep.  You  have  hitherto  wandered  up 
and  down  “ through  the  ways  of  your  own  inventions,” 
deviating  from  the  boundaries  of  that  virtue  and  perfer- 
fection,  to  which  God  has  called  you.  You  have  refus- 
ed to  devote  to  him  your  external  and  internal  actions. 
You  take  no  longer  delight,  in  the  rich  pastures,  in  which 
God  wishes  you  to  dwell,  but  you  have  sought  for  satis- 
faction and  pleasure  in  the  things  of  the  world.  All  we, 
like  sheep , have  gone  astray , every  one  hath  turned 
aside  into  his  own  way . (Is.  53.  6.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  loving  shepherd  will  visit 
you  to-day,  in  order  to  bring  you  back  again  to  the  right 
way.  Beg  pardon  for  all  the  errors  of  your  understand- 
ing and  your  heart ; and  for  your  frequent  neglect  of 
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God’s  holy  inspirations.  Promise  him,  that  for  the  fu- 
ture, you  will  give  him  all  your  actions,  both  internal  and 
external,  and  say  with  the  prophet,  I have  gone  astray  f 
like  a sheep  that  is  lost , seek  thy  servant , because  I have 
not  forgotten  thy  commandments.  (118.  176.) 


Meiitationa  on  the  Life  and  Doctrine  of  Jesus 
Christ  from  his  Baptism  to  his  Passion. 

The  life,  which  the  Redeemer  led,  and  the  doctrine 
Which  he  taught  to  mankind,  affqrd  plentiful  matter  for 
meditation.  But  since  we  cannot  examine  every  pas- 
sage relating  to  these,  we  will  insist  upon  the  chief,  and 
in  that  we  shall  not  so  much  follow  the  order  of  the  his- 
tory, as  the  connection  and  similitude  of  actions  and  doc- 
trine. Most  other  ascetic  writers  have  followed  this 
plan  before  us. 


On  the  Preaching  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  those  days , came  John  the  Bap* 
tist; preaching  in  the  desert  qf  Judea.  (Mat.  3.  1.)  The 
preaching  of  the  Baptist  preceded  that  of  Jesus  Christ, 
as  the  dawn  of  the  morning  precedes  the  rising  sun.  Of 
him  it  is  said,  Behold  I send  my  angel  before  thy  face , 
who  shall  prepare  the  way  before  thee . (Mark,  1.  3. 
Mai.  3.  1 .)  John  was,  therefore,  an  angel  both  as  to  hi* 
office  and  the  innocence  of  his  life.  Such  ought  to  be 
all  priests,  who  are  frequently  in  the  scriptures  called 
angels.  Such  ought  to  be  the  life  of  every  faithful  Chris- 
tian, for,  of  all  Christians,  St.  Paul  writes,  “ you  arc  a 
royal  priesthood.” 


Digitized  by  Google 


AFTER  PENTECOST. 


815 


II.  Consider,  2d.  More  in  particular  the  admirable 
virtues  of  this  holy  precursor.  His  austerity  of  life,  was 
eminently  great,  for  the  evangelist  remarked  of  him, 
John  had  his  garment  of  camel9 8 hair , and  a leathern 
girdle  about  his  toms , and  his  food  was  locusts  and  wild 
honey . (Mat.  3.  4.)  His  lodging,  without  doubt,  was 
answerable  to  his  apparel.  His  bed  must  have  been  the 
bare  ground,  and  a cave  must  have  been  his  only  de- 
fence  against  the  heat  of  summer  and  the  cold  of  winter. 
Reflect  how  far  inferior  you  are  to  this  great  preacher ; 
you  who  are  not  content  with  those  conveniences,  which 
your  condition  and  state  of  life  afford  you. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  austerity  of  life  was  accom- 
panied with  the  continued  contemplation  of  heavenly 
things,  in  which  he  spent  his  life,  until  the  thirtieth  year  of 
his  age.  Admire  his  constancy  in  so  long  a warfare,  for 
during  the  whole  of  that  time,  he  must  have  had  fre- 
quent conflicts  with  the  enemy  of  man’s  salvation.  Pon- 
der his  incomparable  innocence  of  life,  for  he  did  not  com- 
mit the  least  venial  sin,  as  most  divines  are  of  opinion ; 
and  at  the  same  time  that  you  admire,  imitate,  as  nearly 
as  possible,  this  excellent  model  of  all  virtue. 


On  the  Preaching  of  St.  John  the  Baptist* 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Penance  was  the  constant  subject 
of  the  Baptist’s  preaching  and  discourses.—- Do  pen- 
ance, he  cried  out,  for  the  kingdom  <f  heaven  is  at  hand . 
(Mat.  3.  2.)  He  exhorts  his  auditory  to  penance  by  pro- 
ppsing  to  them  the  hopes  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and 
then  die  fear  of  God’s  severer  judgments.  He  repre- 
sents him  as  coming  with  the  fan  in  his  hand,  to  separate 
die  chaff  from  the  wheat  Reflect  how  much  you  stand 
in  need  of  this  penance,  and  examine  whether  you  be 
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wheat  or  chaff.  If  you  find  yourself  to  be  the  former, 
take  care  you  do  not  degenerate,  and  remember  the 
advice  of  St.  Paul,  “ he  who  stands  let  -him  take  heed 
lest  he  fall;”  if  you  find  yourself  to  be  the  latter,  endea- 
vour, by  the  divine  assistance,  to  reform  your  conduct, 
and  commence  a serious  conversion.  If  you  do  not,  you 
will  be  cast  into  the  unquenchable  fire, 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Every  tree,  that  yieldeth  not  good 
fruit , shall  be  cut  down , and  cast  into  the  fire.  (Ib.  v. 

10.)  It  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  any  kind  of  fruit; 
the  fruit  must  be  solidly  good.  Examine  your  works, 
whether  they  be  good,  solid  and  perfect,  or  not  rather 
counterfeit  and  fair  in  appearance  only,  or  at  least,  im- 
perfect and  not  of  full  growth  and  maturity.  Tremble 
at  the  complaint,  which  God  utters  by  the  mouth  of 
Isaias,  I looked , that  it  should  bring  forth  grafies,  and 
it  hath  brought  forth  wild  grafies.  (Is.  5.  4.)  Tremble 
too,  at  his  terrible  sentence,  Cut  it  down,  why  doth  it 
take  ufi  the  ground.  (Luk.  1 3.  7.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Baptist  did  not  commence 
his  preaching,  until  he  had  arrived  a^  a mature  age,  and 
prepared  himself  by  prayer  and  mortification  for  his  holy 
office.  But  then,  however,  impelled  by  the  divine  spirit, 
by  whose  inspiration  he  had  retired  into  solitude,  he  enters 
upon  his  office  with  invincible  courage.  The  Holy  Ghost 
is  accustomed  to  employ  those,  whom  he  has  render- 
ed perfect,  in  procuring  the  perfection  of  others.  Let  your 
desert  be  that  private  life  or  station,  in  which  God  has 
placed  you,  and  endeavour  to  sanctify  it  by  prayer,  re- 
tirement and  mortification.  Saints  have  been  found  in 
every  station  and  profession  of  life,  but  no  one  was  ever 
a saint,  or  ever  will  be,  who  was  not  addicted  to  prayer, 
retirement  and  mortification. 
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On  the  Jews ’ Message  to  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

. PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY.  * 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Moved  by  the  sanctity  of  the  Bap- 
tist, a great  number  of  Jews  resorted  to  him,  so  that  not 
only  the  common  people,  but  also  the  chief  magistrates, 
began  to  doubt  whether  or  not,  he  were  the  Christ.  There- 
fore, the  Jews  aent  from  Jerusalem  priests  and  levites 
to  him  to  ask  him:  Who  art  thou?  (Jno.  I.  19.)  Re- 
flect what  influence  innocence  of  life  possesses  over  the 
minds  of  men,  and  how  truly  St.  Bernard  remarks,  that 
the  voice  of  works  is  louder  than  that  of  words . (^er. 
55%  in  Cant.)* 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Upon  this  occasion,  St.  John  ex- 

ercised many  acts  of  humility.  He  was  held  in  such  es- 
teem by  the  Jews,  as  to  be  taken  for  the  Messias,  but 
he  did  not  therefore  pride  himself  upon  his  reputation, 
as  wordly  people  are  accustomed  to  do,  in  similar  cir- 
cumstances. * He  confessed  and  did  not  deny>  and  he 
confessed  I am  not  the  Christ . (Sup.)  The  first  degree 
of  humility,  consists  in  disowning  what  does  not  belong  to 
a persofy  and  of  bestowing  it  yrhere  it  is  due.  Examine 
.whether  you  d d not  often  act  otherwise,  by  raising  your- 
self above  your  proper  level,  and  by  concealing  whtit  you 
are  in  reality.  - rt  ' 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Jews  aftei^rards  inquired 
whether  he  were  not  Elias  or  some  one  of  the  prophets, 
and  he  answered,  No.  He  might  have  suffered  him- 
self to  be  called  Elias  in  spirit,  and  a prophet,  and  more 
than  a prophet  in  fact,  as  he  was  styled  by  the  angel,  and 
by  Christ  himself.  Bu^he,  who  is  truly  humble,  not  on- 
ly refuses  ‘the  praise  to  which  he  is  not  entitled,  but  as 
flu*  as  truth  will  permit,  diminishes  that,  which  is  his 
jOstest  due.  He  never  commends  himself,  but  rather, 
as  St.  Bernard  remarks,  as  much  as  he  can , prevents 
his  good  qualities  f^n  being  known . (Epis.  87.)  Blush 
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at  your  folly  in  seeking  the  applause  of  men*  and  in  at- 
tempting to  magnify  your  own  merits*  and  pretensions. 


On  the  Jew t?  Message  to  St. 'John  the  Baptist. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 


L Consider,  1st.  The  Jews  still  urging  St.  John  to 
giye  some  account  of  himself,  he  said,  I am  the  voice 
qf  one  crying  in  the  wilderness , Make  straight  the  way 
qf  the  Lord . (John,  1.  23.)  He  makes  no  boast  of 
his  parentage  or  priesthood,  as  worldly  men  are  ac- 
customed to  do.  He  calls  himself  a voice , expressive 
of -Ills  office  of  precursor, . and  acknowledges  that  what- 
ever he  was,  or  whatever  he  possessed  belonged  to 
another^  to  wit,  to  GocJ,  whose  instrument  in  speaking 
he  wasr  This  is  an  exercise  of  the  third  degree  of  Hu- 
mility. It  consists  in  this,  that  when  we  are  forced  to 
discover  something  good  belonging  to  ourselves,  we  feel 
and  acknowledge  that  it  is  purely  a gift  of  God,  and  not 
our  own. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they  asked  him  afid  said 
him:  Why  then  dost  thou  bafitize,  if  thou  be  not  Christ f 
(ib.  i.  25.)  The  Jews  accuse  him  of  .presumption  in 
assuming,  by  his  private  authority,  the  office  of  baptizing. 
St.  John  however,  did  not  attempt  his  own  justification* 
nor  make  any  apology,  but  leaving  the  matter  to  the 
providence  of  God,  he  continues  to.  speak  to  his  own 
disadvantage,  I bhfitize,  he  said  in  water:  but  there 
hath  stood  one  in  the  midst  of  you^  whom  you  know  not% 
the  latchel  of  whose  shoe,  I am  not  worthy  to  loose. 
([Slip.)  It  is  an*  exercise  of  the  fourth  degree  of  humil^ 
ity  to  be  backward  in  excusing  one’s  self.  'Would  to 
God,  that  we  all  practised  this  virtue  as  well  as  the 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Jews  sent  their  message  to 
the  precursor,  instead  of  sending  it  to  Chris},  by  whom 
they  might  have  been  much  better  informed.  So  we 
often  seek  comfort  from  creatures  instead  of  the  crea- 
tor. Observe  moreover  the  blindness  of  these  Jews, 
who  although  they  heard  that  Christ  was  among  them, 
neglected,  notwithstanding,  to  inquire  for  him.  For  your 
part,  use  all  diligence  m discovering  the  will  of  God,  in 
your  regard,  and  when  you  have  succeeded,  be  faithful  in 
putting  it  into  execution. 


On  Christ’s  Baptism. 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

\ 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  first  act  of  Christ’s  public 
lifo  was  to  present  himself  to  be  baptized  by  his  precur- 
sor, t6  teach  us,  that  those,  who  are  employed  in  the 
work  of  God,  should  carry  with  them  a pure  and  un- 
corrupted  heart.  He,  therefore,  takes  leave  of  his  di- 
vine mother,  who,  although  she  grieved  at  the  absence 
of  * such  a son,  rejoiced  that  the  redemption  of  Israel 
was  at  hand.  He  takes  a long  journey  to  the  Baptist. 
The  Lord  goes  to  the  servant  to  be  baptized  by  him  as 
a commonsinner,  among  publicans  and  soldiers,  and  the 
lowest  order  of  the  vulgar.  Admire  the  humility  of  the 
Son  of  God,  and  convince  yourself  that  humility  is  the 
best  preparation  for  great  works.  That  which  shall  be 
*ave(T qf  the  house  of  Judah , and  which  is  left , shall 
take  root  downward , and  shall  bear  fruit  ufiward . 
(Is.  37.  3*1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  John  by  divine  revelation  knew* 
our  Lord  at  his  approach,  and  modestly  refused  to  bap* 
tize  him.  I ought  to  be  bafitized  by  thee , he  says,  and 
comest  thQt^tfne?  (|fat.  3.  14.)  Think  what  affecr 
lions  of  joy^JBverence,  and  submission,  the  holy.  Baptist 
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experienced  in  his  heart,  when  he  saw  the  creator  hum- 
bling himself  so  low,  as  to  receive  baptism  from  his 
creature.  Excite  the  same  affections,  when  he  visits 
you  in  the  sacrament. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  answers,  Suffer  it  note, 
for  80  it  becometh  us  to  fulfil'all  justice.  (Sup.)  Pon- 
der the  import  of  the  words  all  justice  j'sxid  learn  to  omit 
nothing  in  the  way  of  virtue,  that  may  be  beneficial  to 
yourself,  or  give  edification  to  your  neighbour.  Ex- 
amine yourself  whether  or  not  you  do  so,  whether 
you  put  in  practice  the  lessons  and  advice,  which  you 
give  to  others,  for  as  St.  Ambrose  observes,  that  fiastor 
fulfils  justice , who  makes  good  by  deedsy  what  he^ 
teaches  by  horde.  (In  3.  Luc.) 


On  Christ’s  Baptism. 

PART  SECOND. 

. I 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  being  b a fitized  and  praying,  I 
heaven  was  ofiened , and  the  Holy  Ghost  descended  in  a j 
bodily  shape , as  adove  upon  him.  (Luk.  3.  21.  22.)  God 
always  exalts  the  humble.  Christ  is  therefore  honour- 
ed here,  1st.  By  the  opening  of  the  heavens,  to  show 
mankind,  that  by  his  means  the  gates  of  heaven  were 

to  be  thrown  open  to  them . 2d.  By  the  descept  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  express  the  fulness  of  grace  and  heavenly  | 
gifts,  which  he  possessed,  and  which  were  to  be  derived  | 
to  mankind.  3d.  He  is  proclaimed  the  Son  of  God  by  | 
nature,  and  deserving  of  every  homage  from  his  crea- 
tures. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  Holy  Ghost  appeared  in  the  i 
form  of  a dove,  to  show  mankind,  what  kind  of  & life  , 
those  ought  to  lead,  who  are  baptised:  In  order,  that 
every  one  may  understand , wiles  St  dMBP&tine,  that 
if  he  be  possessed  qf  the  simple  spirit  of  ^ftth  and  ain- 
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Gerity,  he  mutt  be  like  a doves  mv*t  be  at  peace  with 
bis  brethren , which  is  represented  by  the  affectionate 
endearments  of  doves , and  lastly  that  he  must  hurt  no 
one , as  . doves  hurt  no  living  creature . (Tract.  6.  in 
loan.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  divine  effects  of  baptism  are 
expressed  in  the  baptism  of  Christ.  Baptism  opens 
the  gates  of  heaven,  it  reveals  the  divine  mysteries  to 
us,  it  remits  all  sin,  it  gives  us  the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  and  it  renders  us  the  adopted  children  of  God. 
Frequently  renew  your  baptismal  engagements;  give 
God  thanks  for  the  benefits  received  by  means  of  this 
sacrament,  and  since  you  are  now  an  adopted  son  of  God, 
raise  your  thoughts  and  affections  to  your  heavenly  habi- 
tation, whose  gates  are  now  opened  for  you,  and  say 
with  the  prophet,  Who  will  give  me  wings  like  a dove 
tend  1 will  Jly  and  be  at  rest.  (Ps.  54.  7.) 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  director  of  your  actions. 

. MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Conduct  me,  O Lord,  direct  me  in  thy  sight- — [Ps.  v.  9*3 
FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  read  in  the  gospel  of  this  pre- 
sent Sunday,  that  the  disciples,  who  were  fishing  told 
Christ,  Muster , we  have  laboured  all  the  nighty  and 
have  taken  nothing . (Luk.  5.  5)  We  all  live  in 
moral  darkness  and  ignorance,  without  knowing  what 
to  do,  which  will  prove  hurtful  to  us,  unless  we  be  di- 
rected by  divine  light.  We  may  justly  say  with  king 
Josophat,  But  as  we  know  not  what  to  do , we  can  only 
turn  our  eyes  to  the & (2.  Par.  20.  12.)  Neither  does 

God,  on  the  other  hand,  refuse  the  office  of  being  our 
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director,  for  it  is  recorded  of  Joseph  in  Egypt,  The 
Lord  was  with  him , and  made  all  that  he  did  to  prosper . 
(Gen.  39.  23.) 

II.  Consider  2d.  Christ,  as  is  read  in  the  gospel, 
directed  his  apostles,  who  were  fishing,  and  they  imme- 
diately  caught  a great  quantity  of  fish.  He  will  visit 
your  soul  to-day,  to  direct  your  spiritual  concerns,  so 
that  you  have  great  reason  to  hope  for  much  spiritual 
profit,  if  you  will  follow  his  directions  and  obey  his  divine 
inspirations. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  You  must  prepare  your  heart  to 
receive  your  heavenly  director  m a proper  manner. 
You  must  first  divest  it  of  all  sinful  affections,  and  there- 
fore St.  Peter  says  in  the  gospel,  Depart  from  me,  0 
Lord,  for  lam  a sinful  man, (Sup.  v.  8.)  knowing  that 
Christ  could  have  no  connection  with  sin.  You  must  in 
the  second  place  earnestly  entreat  him  to  do  you  the 
favour  of  remitting  your  sins,  and  directing  you  in  the 
way  of  virtue,  for  of  King  Ozias  it  is  written,  and  when 
he  sought  the  Lord,  he  directed  him  in  all  things . (2. 
Paralip.  26.  6.)  Wherefore  say  with  the  prophet,  Look 
upon  thy  servants , and  upon  their  works:  and  direct 
their  children , and  let  the  brightness  of  the  Lard  our 
God  be  upon  us,  and  direct  thou  the  works  qf  our 
hands  over  us9  yea  the  work  cf  our  hands  do  thou 
direct . (Ps.  89.  16,  17.) 


On  Christ’ 8 retiring  into  the  Desert.— {Mat. 
4>.  Mark,  1.  Luk.  4.) 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  re- 
turned from  the  Jordan  and  was  led  by  the  spirit  into 
the  desert . (Mat.  4.  1.)  Learn  from  this  fact,  that  the 
soul,  which  is  once  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  is  always 
led  to  prayer,  contemplation  and  solitude.  Besides  our 
Lord  retired,  to  avoid  the  applause  of  the  people,  which 
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was  the  natural  consequence  of  the  wonderful  signs, 
which  had  been  seen  at  his  baptism.  Before  he  com- 
menced his  preaching  he  retired  forty  days  from  the 
conversation  and  ways  of  men,  to  teach  you  to  love  soli- 
tude and  retirement,  and  when  you  .have  it  in  your 
power  to  separate  yourself  from  your  ordinary  occupa- 
tions, and  for  a short  time  at  least,  to  enter  into  spi- 
ritual retreat,  to  converse  with  God  on  the  important 
affair  of  salvation. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  is  said  after  his  baptism  to 
have  followed  the  conduct  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  intimat- 
ing, that  all,  who  are  baptized  ought  to  follow  the  direc- 
tion of  the  divine  spirit,  and  not  their  own  judgments. 
Examine  what  spirit  guides  you  in  your  actions,  whe- 
ther it  be  the  spirit  of  perfection,  or  of  vanity.  If  you 
be  a child  of  God,  you  must  be  led  in  every  thing  by 
the  divine  spirit,  for  according  to  the  apostle,  whosoever 
are  led  by  the  spirit  of  God,  they  are  the  sons  of  God. 
(8.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  St.  Mark  says  of  Christ,  And 
he  was  with  beasts . (Mark.  1.  13.)  Admire  the  hu- 
mility of  the  Son  of  God,  who,  although  he  were  creator 
of  all  things,  did  not  disdain  for  forty  days,  to  live  among 
brute  beasts.  He  might  truly  have  said  with  Job,  I 
was  the  brother  of  dragons , and  companion  of  ostriches . 
(30.  29.)  Be  confounded  at  your  want  of  virtue,  when 
you  cannot  live  contentedly  except  with  companions  of 
your  own  choice  and  humour.  Learn  to  bear  patiently 
with  the  crosses  arising  from  troublesome  associates,  for 
as  the  great  St.  Gregory  says,  No  one  is  perfect,  who  is 
impatient  among  bad  or  troublesome  neighbours . (In 
cap.  30.  Job.) 
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On  Christ? 8 fasting. — (Mat.  4.  Luk.  4.)  . 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  when  he  had  /lasted  forty 
days  and  forty  nights , he  was  afterwards  hungry . (Mat 
4. 2.)  Christ  joins  fasting  and  mortification  to  his  prayer  in 
the  desert,  for  prayers  and  mortification  are  two  sisters, 
that  wish  never  to  be  separated.  Prayer  excites  morti- 
fication and  mortification  refines  prayer*  as  fire  refines 
gold.  In  this  manner,  Christ’s  prayer  ascended  from 
the  desert,  like  a pillar  of  smoke  oj  aromatical  spices , 
of  myrrh  and  frankincense.  (Vid.  Cant!.  3.  6.)  Endea- 
vour to  pray  in  such  a manner  that  your  prayers  may 
ascend  in  so  grateful  a manner  to  the  throne  of  God. 
Remember  that  prayer  is  good  with  fasting  and  alms. 
(Job.  12.  18.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  Lord  observed  this  rigorous 

fast,  at  the  commencement  of  his  preaching,  tp  teach  his 
followers,  that  the  first  act  of  a spiritual  life,  much  more 
of  an  apostolical  life,  is  to  tame  and  subdue  the  sensual 
appetites.  Hence,  the  ancient  fathers  ordained,  as  Cas- 
sian  informs  us,  that  the  taming  of  these  appetites  should 
be  the  first  lesson  which  was  to  be  given,  for  he,  who  can- 
not master  the  palpable  and  grosser  vices,  will  not  be 
able  to  subdue  those  which  are  of  a more  subtile  and 
secret  nature.  Examine  your  conscience  on  tills  point, 
and  ponder  the  expressions  of  the  wise  man,  Ar  that  lov- 
eth  good  cheer  shall  be  in  want ; he  that  loveth  wine  and 
fat  things , shall  not  be  rich . (Prov.  21.  27.)  The  man 
who  does  not  subdue  his  sensuality  will  always  be  spiri- 
tually poor.  # 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  fruits  of  fasting  are  so  nume- 
rous and  so  beneficial,  that  you  ought  to  practise  it,  as 
far  as  your  health  will  permit.  1st.  It  tames  the  rebel- 
lions of  the  flesh.  2d.  It  purifies  the  mind  and  renders 
it  capable  of  heavenly  contemplation.  3d.  It  appeases 
God’s  wrath  and  indignation.  4th.  It  atones  for  sin.  5th.  It 
is  meritorious  of  eternal  life.  6th.  It«5btainsribr  us  tem- 
poral blessings.  7th.  It  is  t&Nfeod  and  nourishment  of 
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all  virtues.  Embrace  a practice  which  is  attended  with 
so  many  benefits. 


^ On  Christ’s  Temptation  in  the  desert. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had  fasted  forty  days 
in  the  desert,  he  suffered  himself  to  be  tempted  by  the 
devil  to  gluttony,  vain  glory,  ambition  and  avarice.  He 

, suffered  this,  in  order  that  he  might  learn  by  his  own  expe- 
rience, to  have  comfiassion  on  our  infirmities.  (Heb.  4. 
15.)  For  in  that , wherein  he  himself  hath  suffered  and 
been  tempted,  he  is  able  to  succour  those  also , who  are 
tempted.  (Heb.  2.  15.)  He  suffered  these  temptations, 
besides,  that,  like  a good  commander,  he  might  in- 
struct us  how  to  fight  and  conquer,  in  this  spiritual 
warfare.  Thank  him  for  giving  you  so  perfect  an 
example  of  iiumility,  and  say  with  the  prophet,  blessed  be 
the  Lord  my  God,  who  teacheth  my  hands  to  fght,  and 
my  fingers  to  war.  (Ps.  143.  1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  No  one  in  this  life,  however  great 
may  be  his  sanctity,  is  free  from  temptation.  This  is 
evident  from  the  life  of  Christ  and  his  saints.  The  more 
perfect  a man  is,  the  more  fiercely  is  he  assaulted  by  the 
devil,  who  is  most  fileased , as  St.  Hilary  says,  with  vic- 
tory over  saints.  Be  not  therefore  alarmed  or  discon- 
certed, when  you  find  yourself  attacked  by  any  tempta- 
tion, but  remember  the  saying  of  the  wise  man,  Son , when 
thou  comest  to  the  service*  of  God , prepare  thj  soul  for 
temfitaiion.  (Eccli.  2.  1.)  But  do  not  lose  courage,  for 
we  know,  as  St.  Bernard  writes,  that  the  devil  can  over - 
come  none , but  those  who  wish  to  be  overcome. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Temptations  come  directly  from 
the  devil,  and  are  permitted  by  Almighty  God.  The  de- 
vil wishes  our  ruin,  but  God  intends  the  increase  of  our 
merit  and  our  riory.  Thus  he  wished  to  try  Abraham, 
thus  he  tries ^|jY  his  friends,  gecause  thou  wast  acceft - 
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table  to  God , said  the  angel  to  Tobias,  it  % mo  necessary 
that  temptation  should  prove  thee . (Tob.  12. 13.)  Hence* 
the  Apostle  admonishes  us  to  rejoice  in  temptation  and 
to  confide  in  God,  For  God  is  failhfuly  who  will  not  suf- 
fer you  to  be  tempted , above  that  which  you  are  abley 
but  will  make  also  with  temptation  issue  that  you  may 
te  able  to  bear  it.  (1.  Cor.  10.  13.) 


On  Christ’s  First  Temptation. — ( Mat.  4s.  J 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  And  the  tempter  comingy  said  to 

himy  tf  thou  be  the  Son  of  Gody  command  that  these 
stones  be  made  bread . (Mat  4.  3.)  The  devil  attacks 
Christ  with  the  same  weapons,  that  he  employed  against  { 
Adam  in  paradise,  (Greg.  Horn.  6.  in  Evan.)  and  by 
which  he  subdued  him.  He  naturally  conceived  that  3 

Christ  must  suffer  hunger,  in  consequence  of  his  long  I 

and  severe  fast;  he  therefore,  tempts  him  to  gluttony.  " 
Observe  how  craftily  he  commences  his  attack,  against 
the  post,  which  he  conceives  to  be  the  weakest.  Our 
spiritual  enemies  are  more  anxious  to  destroy  us,  than 
we  are  to  save  our  souls.  Guard  against  them;  ex- 
amine yourself;  discover  your  weakest  points,  for  against 
these,  the  devil  will  direct  his  most  severe  assaults. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Man  may  be  guilty  of  gluttony,  m 
five  several  ways.  1st.  By  eating  before  die  proper 
time.  2d.  By  studiously  seeking  the  most  costly  and 
exquisite  fore.  3d.  By  too  touch  curiosity  and  anxiety 
in  dressing  even  ordinary  food.  4th.  By  exceeding  the 
just  measure.  5.  By  too  much  greediness  in  eating  and 
drinking.  Examine  yourself  on  u these  points,  and  re- 
member what  St.  Isidore  remarks,  no  man  can  attain  die 
perfection  of  virtue,  who  has  not  first  learnt  to  master 
his  appetite.” 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  answer,  which  Christ  made 
tq  the  tempter,  Man  livethjiot  by  bread  Malone,  bdt  bf 
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ropery  wordy  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  God . 
(Sup.)  By  this  he  teaches  us,  that  we  ought  not  to  be 
too  solicitous  in  regard  to  corporal  food,  for  the  kingdom 
of  Gody  says  St.  Paul  is  not  meat  and  drink.  (Rom. 
14.  17.)  We  ought  to  be  much  more  anxious  for  spi- 
ritual things,  for  these  secure  our  eternal  life.  We 
are  not  therefore  to  expect  to  be  supplied  with  food  by 
a miracle,  but  we  must  commit  these  cares  to  God’* 
ordinary  providence,  who  giveth  to  beasts  their  food, 
and  to  the  young  ravens  that  call  upon  him.  (Ps. 
146.  9.).  Learn,  hence,  to  cut  off  all  superfluous 
thoughts  and  conversations  on  these  subjects,  and  throw 
yourself  entirely  on  the  kind  providence  of  your  good 
and  merciful  Father. 


On  Christ *s  Second  Temptation. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Then  the  devil  took  him  up  into 
the  holy  city , and  set  him  on  the  pinnacle  qf  the  temple. 
(Mat  4.  5.)  The  enemy  imagined,  says  St.  Cyprian, 
that  he,  whom  he  could  not  overcome  by  gluttony,  might 
yield  to  the  temptation  of  vain  glory.  He,  therefore,  was 
permitted  to  carry  Christ  through  the  air,  and  to  place 
him  on  the  top  of  the  temple  of  Jerusalem.  He  then  at* 
tempted  to  persuade  him  to  cast  himself  down  and  pre- 
vent himself  from  being  injured,  in  order,  that  those, 
who  were  below,  being  astonished  at  the  miracle,  might 
begin  to  know  and  honour  him.  Ponder  how  subtle 
and  dangerous  a temptation  this  is,  because  man  is 
naturally  covetous  of  praise  and  honour,  and  examine 
whether  vain  glory  do  not  sometimes  insinuate  itself  into 
your  actions. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Cast  tkysetf  downy  (lb.)  said  the 
tempter  tp  Christ;  and  such  is  the  language,  which  he 
addresses  to  all  sinners.  For  to  sin  is  really  to  foil 
down.  He  endeavours  to  persuade  all  men  to  cast 
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themselves  down,  that  is,  to  bend  their  thoughts  and 
cares  and  affections  to  the  things  of  this  earth,  and  to 
immerse  themselves  mthera.  Examine  in  general,  by 
what  temptations  you  are  assaulted,  and  how  you  resist 
them.  Do  not  listen  to  him,  but  rather  attend  to  the 
words  of  the  apostle,  Seek  the  things  that  are  above, 
mind  the  things , that  are  above,  not  the  things , that 
are  on  the  earth.  (CoL  3.  1,  2.) 

lH.  Consider,  3d.  How  resolutely  Christ  resists 
this  temptation  to  vain  glory,  and  by  his  reply  disconcerts 
his  adversary.  Thou  shalt  not'temfit  the  Lord  thy 
God.  (Mat  4.  7.)  We  must  not  tempt  God,  that  is, 
we  must  not  expect  miracles  from  God,  when  we  can 
gain  the  object  by  employing  human  means,  Lears, 
therefore,  both  to  contemn  the  applause  and  esteem  of 
the  world,  and  not  to  expect  extraordinary  favours,  visi- 
tations, or  illustrations  from  God.  These  wishes  are 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  humilky  and  every  firoud 
man  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord . (Prov.  16.  5.) 


On  Christ’ a Third  Temptation. — (Mat.  4 .) 

. SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Again , the  devil  took  him  ufi  into 
a very  high  mountain  and  shewed  him  all  the  king- 
doms qf  the  world  and  the  glory  ef  them.  (Mat  4.  8.) 
This  is  the  third  device  of  the  devil,  and  the  most  forci- 
ble of  all;  for  by  these  means  be  overcomes  most  men, 
whom  he  attacks.  For  the  promise  of  wealth  and  hon- 
our, seduces  thousands.  Gold  and  silver  htvf  destroy - 
*d  many.  (Ecdi  8.  3.)  The  tempter,  however,  as  he 
always  acts  in  regard  to  the  children  of  pride  and  pomp, 
offers  more  than  he  can  perform.  All  these , he  says, 
will  I give  thee,  if  falling  down , thou  wilt  adore  me. 
(Ib.  10.  v.)  In  the  same  manner,  the  devil,  when  be 
wishes  to  lead  us  into  sin,  promises  us  happinesq,  hon- 
our, ami  enjoyment;  but  those,  who  listen  to  him,  are 
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universally  and  uniformly  deceived  and  disappointed. 

II.  Consider)  2d.  Christ  resisted  the  temptation 
with  constancy  and  resolution,  and  taught  us  by  his  ex- 
ample, that  we  ought  not  to  commit  any  sin,  even 
" to  gain  the  whole  world/*  And  yet  hpw  many  thou- 
sands rush  headlong  into  hell,  for  a more  trifling  grati- 
fication, than  the  enjoyment  of  the  whole  world  ? Be- 
gone Satan , for  it  is  written , the  Lord  thy.  God  thou 
shalt  adore , and  him  alone  shalt  thou  serve . (Sup.  v. 
10.)  Examine  whether  you  serve  and  adore  the  Lord 
your  God,  as  you  ought,  or  whether  you  do  not  rather, 
follow  your  inordinate  desires,  and  by  sacrificing  your 
duty  to  them,  virtually  adore  the  enemy  of  your  salvar 
tjon.  1 For  by  whom  a man  is  overcome , writes  St.  Pe- 
ter, of  the  same , also  is  he  a slave.  (2.*  Pet.  2.  19.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  After  the  third  repulse,  the  devil 
lift  him , and  behold  angels  came  and  ministered  to  him. 
(Mat.  4.  11.)  Think  with  what  alacrity  those  heavenly 
spirits  come,  sent  by  the  eternal  Father,  and  with  what; 
reverence  they  serve  their  Lord,  Those,  who  serve  or 
help  others,  even  in  the  meanest  offices,  serve  Christ  in 
his  little  ones.  Recollect  the  remark  of  St.  Luke,  when 
all  the  temfitation  was  ended,  the  devil  departed  from 
him  for  a time . (Mat.  4.  11.)  Do  not  therefore  con- 
sider yourself  secure  from  the  attacks  of  your  spiritual 
enemies,  although  you  may  have  several  times  repulsed, 
them.  It  is  necessary , writes  the  eloquent  St.  Chrys- 
ostom, that  we  should  employ  great  vigilance,  because 
we  are  in  continual  wary  and  enjoy  no  peace.  (Horn.  3/ 
in  Gen.) 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a sacrifice. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

I will  go  unto  thy  house,  with  burnt  offerings,  I will  pay  thee 
my  vows  which  my  lips  have  uttered.— [Ps.  lav.  13.] 

FIFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST." , 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, If  thou  offerest  thy  gift  at  the  altary  and  there 
shalt  remember^  that  thy  brother  hath  any  thing  against 

''  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift  before  the  altar,  and  fret  go 
to  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother , and  then  come  and  qft 
fer  thy  gift.  (Mat.  5.  24.)  The  eucharist  is,  of  all 
others,  the  most  excellent  offering  that  can  be  made  to 
God,  as  a propitiation  for  the  living  and  the  dead.  Christ 
• hath  loved  us,  and  hath  delivered  himself  for  us,  an  ob- 
lation and  a sacrifice  to  God  for  an  odour  of  sweet- 
ness. (EphL  5.  2.)  What  a treasure  we  possess  in  this 
sacrifice. 

II.  Consider*  2d.  This  divine  sacrifice,  possesses 
three  excellences  and  advantages  above  all  the  excel- 
lences and  advantages  of  the  sacrifices  of  the  old  law. 
1st.  In  its  exterior  decorum,  for  it  is  more  decent, 
and  is  performed  without  the  revolting  sight  of  burn- 
ing or  the  effusion  of  biood.  2d.  In  its  interior  worth 
and  dignity,  it  far  excels  the  sacrifices  of  the  Old  law, 
for  in  these,  only  beasts  were  immolated,  but  in  that  the 
Son  of  God  is  offered.^  3d.  As  to  the  effects;  for  this 
sacrifice  possesses  a virtue  and  efficacy,  which  are  be- 
neficial to  the  living  m this  world,  to  the  suffering  souls 
in  purgatory,  and  productive  of  increasing  glory  to  die 
eaints  in  heaven. 

HI.  Consider,  3d.  In  order  to  offer  this  sacrifice  wMi 
advantage,  singular  piety,  in  the  first  place,  is  requisite. 
God  requires,  in  a moral  sense,  what  he  required  from 
4be  priests  of  the  old  law  in  a physical  potat  of  view. 
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If  any  one  of  the  descendants  of  Aaron  was  deformed 
in  body,  he  might  eat  of  the  food,  which  had  been  of- 
fered, yet  90j  that  he  enter  not  within  the  veil , nor  aft - 
firoach  the  altar)  because  he  hath  a blemish  and  he  must 
not  defile  my  sanctuary . (Lev.  21.  23.)  The  next  re- 
quisite is  fraternal  charity,  and  brotherly  union.  If  thou 
offer  thy  gift)  \ffc.  first  go  to  be  reconciled  to  thy  bro- 
ther. (Sup.)  This  was  required  in  all  sacrifices,  but  it  is 
ehiefty  in  that  of  the  holy  eucharist,  which  was  institut- 
ed to  unite  ns  all  together,  as  members  of  the  same  bo- 
dy, under  the  same  head.  Hence  it  is  called,  in  the 
language  of  the  council  of  Trent,  the  seal  of  unity , the 
bond  of  charity , and  the  symbol  of  concord.  (Con.  T. 
sess.  13.  c.  8.) 


On  the  First  Vocation  of  the  Apostles^ 

( Jno . 1.  36.^ 

TART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  Christ  had  determined  to 
choose  his  apostles,  as  agents  to  spread  his  gospel  over 
the  whole  world,  he  did  not  go  to  Jerusalem,  to  Rome, 
nor  Athens,  in  order  to  select  the  wise,  the  rich  and  the 
noble,  Vhom  he  might  have  as  easily  drawn  to  himself, 
as  he  did  the  Magi  at  his  birth ; but  he  chose  such  as 
were  poor,  simple  and  contemptible  in  this  world.  O 
the  depth  qfthe  riches  qf  the  wisdom)  and  of  the  know - 
ledge  qf  God.  (Rom.  II.  33.)  Who,  in  our  days, 
would  have  made  such  a selection  ? Jesus  Christ  made 
this  choice  for  two  reasons.  4st.  In  order  to  show  his 
esteem  of,  and  consequently,  the  value  of  humility;  a vir- 
tue essentially  necessary  for  his  apostles  and  their  suc- 
cessors. 2d.  He  chose  these  men,  in  order  to  display 
more  effectually  the  power  of  God,  in  producing  great 
effects  by  the  means  of  weak  instruments.  The  foolish 
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things  of  the  world  hath  God  chosenythat  he  may  con- 
found the  wise . (1.  Cor.  1.  27.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  These  men  were  not  chosen  from 
among  the  assembled  people,  which  would  seem  to  be 
necessary  to  give  authority  to  their  preaching ; but  they 
were  selected  as  it  were  by  chance,  and  without  any  no- 
toriety. Thus,  when  two  of  John  the  Baptist’s  disci- 
ples heard  their  master  speak,  in  commendation  of  Christ, 
Behold  the  Lamb  of  God,  (Jno.  1.  $6.)  they  followed 
him,  and  Christ  turning  around,  courteously  asked  them, 
What  seek  you  ? and  having  conducted  them  home,  in- 
vited them  to  a farther  acquaintance.  Learn  to  be  cour- 
teous and  obliging  to  all,  to  conduct  your  affairs  solidly 
well,  and  without  noise  and  ostentation. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  One  of  these  disciples  was  St: 
Andrew,  who  being  himself  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
God,  immediately  wishes  to  impart  the  same  feeling  to 
others.  Finding  therefore,  bis  brother  Peter,  he  brings 
him  to  Christ,  and  says  to  him,  We  have  found  the  Mes - 
sias.  By  a special  act  of  divine  mercy  you  have  found 
the  Messias,  in  preference  to  so  many  others,  who  re- 
main in  the  spiritual  darkness  of  heresy,  infidelity,  or 
schism.  Be  gratefhl  for  the  favour,  and  endeavour  by 
every  means,  which  your  state  of  life  aflbnls,  to  bring 
others  to  “ the  way,  the  truth  and  the  light.”  For  God 
has  given  to  every  one  a commandment  concerning 
his  neighbour.  (Vid.  Eccli.  17.  12.) 


On  the  First  Vocation  of  the  •Apostles. 

PAST  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

E Consider,  1st  On  the  following,  4^,  he 
into  Gal  tile  t ^ and  he  Jindeth  Philip.  (John,  1.  43.J 
Christ  found  many  others  on  the  road,  hut  he  fouiMfc 
Ph%,»  » special  nwwiCEt  aqlectiaft  t&ftfer  am - 
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nal  life,  sai & follow  me.  Philip  immediately  obeyed  the 
divine  call.  Reflect  how  many  thousands  of  able  and 
renouned  characters  God  has  suffered  to  perish  in  their 
errors,  and  has  selected  you  like  another  Philip,  and 
has  made  you  as  a chosen  arrow  in  his  quiver  ; he  hath 
hidden  you.  (Vid.  Is.  49.  2.)  Take  care,  that  you  fol- 
low the  Lord  as  Philip  did,  and  do  not  undervalue  so 
great  a favour. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Philip.  findeth  Nathaniel  and  said 
to  him , we  have  found  him,  of  whom  Moses  in  the  law , 
.and  the  prophets  did  writey  Jesus  the  son  of  Joseph  of 
Nazereth . (Jno.  1.  46.)  The  love  qf  God,  says  St. 
Gregory,  is  not  idle . Philip,  as  soon  as  he  discovered 
. Christ,  iiftmediately  hastened  to  bring  others  to  him.— 

Ponder  the  words  of  Christ,  Behold  an  Israelite  in- 
deed, in  whom  there  in  no  guile.  (Sup.)  Examine  if 
your  conduct  entitle  you  to  such  an  honourable  testimony; 
endeavour  at  least  to  merit  it.  Constantly  preserve  pu- 
rity of  intention,  for  a heart  that  goeth  two  ways,  shall 
not  have  success.  (Eccli.  3.  28.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Jesus  said  to  Nathanael,  Before 

that  Philip  ealied  thee , when  thou  wast  under  the  fig 
tree , I saw  thee.  (Sup.)  Convince  yourself  practically 
that  every  thing  is  exposed  to  the  eyes  of  God,  that  the 
most  secret  of  your  actions  cannot  escape  him,  and  that 
he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  every  one  of  your 
thoughts  in  all  their  bearings,  and  every  one  of  your 
most  private  intentions.  «Take  care  to  present  to  him 
in  yourself,  an  object  worthy  of  his  approbation.  ' Pon- 
der also  the  noble  confession  of  Nathanael:  Rabbit  thou 
art  the  Son  qf  God , thou  art  the  King  qf  Israel.  (Jno. 
1.  49.)  ' 
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On  ike  Second  Vocation  of  SS.  Peter  ant 
Andrew. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Jesus  walking  by  the  sea  qf  Gal* 
lilee  saw  two  brothers . (Mat  4.  18.)  The  fiyst  call- 
ing of  these  two  apostles,  says  Augustine,  was  only 
to  a familiarity,  and  they  afterwards  returned  to  their  or- 
dinary occupation  of  fishing.  The  second,  was  to  leave 
all  to  follow  him,  and  to  become  his  apostles.  Thus  a 
soul  is  disposed  by  degrees  to  perfection.  Ponder 
the  import  of  these  words,  Come  after  me,  apd  I will 
make  you  fishers  qf  men . (Ib.  1$.)  You  must  follow 
the  footsteps  of  Christ,  if  you  wish  to  be  a fisher  of 
men. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  great  is  the  dignity  of  a 
fisher  of  men.  Qf  all  divine  things  the  most  divine  is, 
to  cooperate  with  God  for  the  salvation  qf  men . (St 
Dion:  de  Ecc.  hier.)  Examine  how  you  can  concur  to  this 
noble  work  according  to  your  state  of  life  and  vocation* 
It  was  the  salvation  of  souls  that  called  Jesus  Christ 
down  from  heaven,  from  the  throne  of  his  glory,  and  in- 
duced him  to  undergo  so  many  labours  and  ultimately  to 
surrender  himself  to  pains  and  torments  on  the  bloodv 
cross.  Endeavour  as  far  as  you  can  by  prayer,  counsel, 
and  particularly  by  good  example,  to  assist  the  Redeem- 
er in  his  holy  design. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  they  immediately  leaving 
their  nets , followed  him . (Ib.  v.  20.)  Mark  their 
prompt  obedience;  they  neither  excuse  themselves,  nor 
plead  incapacity,  nor  poverty.  Such  ou^ht  to  be  your 
obedience  to  God,  and  to  his  holy  inspirations,  to  su- 
periors, and  those  who  are  in  your  regard,  the  Represent ar 
tives  of  God,  without  any  complaint,  murmur  or  excuse. 
Worldly  cares  and  business  are  the  nets  that  entangle 
and  hinder  man  from  surrendering  himself  without  re- 
serve to  God.  You  must  therefore  leave  all,  if  you  wish  to 
follow  Christ  and  lead  an  apostolical  life.  For  no  man 
can  serve  two  masters . (Mat.  6*  24.) 
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On  ike  Vocation  of  SS.  James  and  John, 
(Mat.  4 J 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Going  on  from  thence , he  taw  two 
other  brother 8)  Jamet  the  ton  of  Zebedee  and  John  hit 
brother . (Mat.  4.  21.)  Observe  how  Christ  first  call- 
ed to  the  apostleship,  two  brothers,  Peter  and  Andrew, 
and  then  James  and  John,  in  order  that  on  these,  as  on 
four  pillars,  he  might  build  Ids  church.  He  also  wished 
to  teach  us,  that  his  disciples  ought  to  be  well  ground- 
ed in  fraternal  affection,  according  to  his  own  expres- 
sions, used  afterwards,  By  thit  thali  all  men  know , that 
you  are  my  ditcifilet,  tf  you  have  love  one  Jor  another . 
(Jno.  13.  35.)  Examine  yourself,  therefore,  most  seri- 
ously upon  this  point,  and  remember,  that  fraternal  cha- 
rity is  an  essential  characteristic  of  Christianity. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they  immediately  left  their 
nett  and  their  father,  and  followed  him . (Sup.)  Those 
who  aspire  to  the  perfection  of  a religious  life,  or  who 
who  wish  to  lead  an  apostolic  life,  must  not  only  re- 
nounce their  worldly  possessions,  but  even  their  pa- 
rents, for  Christ’s  sake.  They  must  convert  their  hu- 
man affections  into  spiritual  love,  and  make  them  sub- 
ordinate to  the  divine  service.  Examine  whether  your 
human  affections  do  not  sometimes  prevent  you  from 
aspiring  to  higher  perfection  and  from  leading  a more 
virtuous  and  regular  life. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  word  immediately  is  riot 
inserted  in  the  text  by  the  sacred  writer,  without  myste- 
ry. The  two  brothers  were  mending  their  nets  with 
their  aged  parent,  but  as  soon  as  Christ  called  them, 
they  left  their  nets  as  they  Were.  The  age  of  their  fa- 
ther, his  probable  wants,  and  the  need  that  he  might 
have  of  their  services,  presented  no  opposition  to  their 
calling.  They  knew  that  the  God,  whom  they  followed, 
when  they  left  their  parent,  would  in  his  kind  providence 
protect  him ; and  that  he  would  take  better  care  of  him 
than  they  could  do.  Their  obedience  was  prompt  and  per- 
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feet.  Let  your  obedience  be  like  their*;  avoid  making 
excuses  when  God  calls  you,  or  the  voice  of  obedience 
speaks. 


On  the  Vocation  of  St*  Matthew. 

FRIDAY. 

l 

I.  Consider9  1st.  And  when  Jesus  passed  on  from 
thence,  he  saw  a man  sitting  in  the  custom  house, 
named  Matthew , and  he  saith  to  him,  follow  me.  (Mat. 
9.  9.)  Great  was  the  force  of  this  call,  which  was  able 
to  withdraw  a man  from  his  riches ; and  yet  the  same 
call,  perhaps,  would  not  be  forcible  enough  to  with- 
draw you  from  smaller  impediments.  Who  can  des- 
pair of  salvation,  when  he  $ees  public  sinners  taken 
out  of  a custom  house,  assumed  not  only  to  the  friend- 
ship of  God,  but  raised  to  the  highest  dignity  of  the 
apostleship.  Truly,  hie  tender  mercies  are  over  all  his 
Works.  (Ps.  144.  9.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  did  not  refuse  to  eat  with 
Matthew  and  other  publicans,  in  order  that  he  might  gain 
them,  although  the  hypocritical  Pharasees  murmured  at 
it.  Learn  from  hence,  that  there  is  nothing  so  holy,  as 
to  escape  the  censures  of  the  wicked.  Hfcnce,  if  on  any 
occasion  it  be  your  fate  to  suffer  reprehension  or  slander 
for  having  performed  good  actions,  remember  that  w the 
scholar  is  not  above  the  master." 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  mild  reply  which  Christ 
made  to  his  calumniators,  they  that  are  in  health  need 
not  a physician , but  they  that  are  sick;  for  lam  not  come 
to  call  the  just  but  sinners.  (Mat.  9.  12.)  Since  Christ 
presents  himself  to  your  consideration  as  a physician,  re- 
veal your  distress,  wounds  and  diseases  to  him : for, 
as  St.  Augustine  observes,  Wo  disease  is  incurable  to 
the  omnipotent  physician  ; only  permit  yourself  to  be 
cured  by  him  ; do  not  hinder  his  hand , he  know a what 
he  is  doing ; but  content  not  anly  when  he  stroke t you, 
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but  alto  when  he  employs  the  lancet.  (Aug.  in  Ps. 
102.)  ‘ 


On  the  Vocation  of  St.  Paid. 

SATURDAY. 

• - 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  Saul  aa  yet  breathing  out 
threateninga  and  slaughter  againat  the  diacifilea  of  the 
Lord , (Acts.  9.  1.)  made  every  exertion  to  destroy  the 
infant  church.  Ponder  the  infinite  mercy  of  God,  in  re- 
gard to  Saul.  He  was  employed  in  persecuting  the 
feithful,  and  crushing  the  rising  spirit  of  Christianity, 
when  our  Lord,  on  the  contrary,  not  seeking  revenge, 
but  intending  thoughta  of  peace , mercifully  prevents 
him,  and  brings  him  to  a sense  of  his  duty.  In  the  full 
career  of  his  persecution,  he  casts  him  from  his  horse, 
and  calls  upon  him,  Sauls,  Sauly  why  doat  thou  perae- 
cute  me?  (Acts, ’9.  6.)  Learn  to  reverence  Christ  in 
your  neighbours,  and  remember  that  injuries  done  to 
theni,  are  done  to  Christ  himself. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Lord  what  wilt  thou  have  me  to  do? 
(Sup.)  Ponder  Ids  admirable  resignation  to  the  divine 
will.  So  you  ought  to  resign  yourself  to  the  divine  will, 
and  to  offer  up  your  prayers  to  him.  You  ought  to  be 
ready  for  his  every  dispensation,  and  do  all  you  can 
to  know  his  will  in  all  things.  When  you  have  discover- 
ed it,  no  earthly  consideration  whatsoever  ought  to  pre- 
vent you  from  putting  it  into  execution. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Ariacy  and  go  into  the  city , and  . 
there  it  ahall  be  told  theer  what  thou  muat  do . (Sup*) 
Although,  our  Lord  in  a miraculous  manner,  prostrated 
Saul  on  the  ground,  yet  he  would  not  instruct  him  himself 
but  sent  him  to  Ananias  to  learn  his  divine  will.  Learn 
to  reverence  and  acknowledge  God  in  your  superiors 
and  his  will  in  theirs.  Observe,  also,  how  Saul  spent 
thee  whole  days  in  prayer,  without  either  eating  or 
drinking,  before  he  had  his  sight  restored  to  him. 

Ec 
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Fasting  and  prayer  are  the  best  dispositions  for  the  re- 
ceiving of  spiritual  sight.  Lastly,  until  Ananias  had  im- 
posed his  hands  upon  him,  his  eye s being  often  he  saw 
nothing.  (Ib.)  This  represents  the  state  of  a sinner, 
whence  it  is  said,  Blind  the  heart  qf  this  fieoftle , that 
seeing  they  may  not  see,  and  hearing  they  may  not  un - 
derstand.  (Is.  6.  10.  and  Luk.  8.  10.) 


On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  your  viaticum  during  your  pilgrim- 
age. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Arise  and  eat,  for  thou  hast  a great  way  to  go. — [3  Kings,  xix.  7\] 

SIXTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  is  recorded  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, that  Christ  fed  the  multitude  that  followed  him  into 
the  desert,  by  the  miraculous  multiplication  of  bread 
and  fishes,  tf  l send  them  away  fastings  to  their  own 
houses,  he  said,  they  will  faint  in  the  way.  (Mark,  8.  3.) 
We  are  all  travelling  through  the  desert  ot  life,  to  our 
own  country:  whilst  we  are  in  the  body , we  are  absent 
from  the  Lord.  (2.  Cor.  5.  6.)  We  must,  therefore, 
be  provided  with  necessary  food  for  our  long  journey, 
lest  we  fail  in  the  way,  or  linger,  through  weariness,  in 
this  contemptible  world,  instead  of  passing  on  to  our . 
heavenly  country.  Therefore,  as  the  Father-in-law  said 
in  the  book  of  Judges,  Taste  first  a little  bread , and 
strengthen  thy  stomach,  and  so  thou  shalt  defiart. 
(Jud.  19.  5.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  strengthening  food  is  pro- 
perly the  holy  eucharist,  and  hence  it  is  communicated 
to  us  in  the  form  of  bread.  This  bread  enables  us  to 
proceed  on  our  journey  with  alacrity,  to  overcome  its 
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toils  and  labours,  and  to  resist  our  spiritual  enemies 
that  attempt  to  impede  us  on  our  passage.  The  bread, 
which  the  angel  gave  to  Elias,  was  a lively  figure  of  this 
bread.  He  walked  in  the  strength  of  that  food  forty 
days  and  forty  nights , unto  the  mount  of  God,  Horeb. 
(3.  Kings,  19.  8.) 

. III.  Consider,  3d.  Though  this  food  be  in  itself 
most  exquisite  and  strengthening,  nevertheless,  it  does 
not  produce  its  good  effects  except  in  a well  regulated 
and  healthy  stomach.  If  it  be  foul,  this  food  overcharges 
and  weakens  it  the  more.  Therefore , says  St.  Paul, 
are  there  many  irfirm  and  peak  among  you,  because 
they  receive  Christ’s  body  and  blood  unworthily.  Pre- 
pare therefore  your  soul,  and  purify  it  from  all  disorder- 
ly affection,  and  then  this  heavenly  food  will  enable  you 
jto  run  on  cheerfully  in  the  way  of  God’s  command- 
ments, according  to  the  oracle  of  the  psalmist,  I have 
run  the  way  qf  thy  commandments  when  thou  didst 
enlarge  my  heart . (Ps.  118.  32.) 


Oh  the  Three  Classes  of  Persons  who  foiUow 
Christ. 

PART  FIRST. 

* MONDAY. 

4 I.  Consider,  1st.  Whilst  Christ  was  walking  by  the 
sea  of  Tiberias,  with  multitudes  around  him,  a certain 
scribe  came  and  said  to  him.  Master , I will  follow  thee 
whithersoever  thou  shalt  go . (Mat.  8.  19.)  This  was 
in  appearance  a liberal  oblation  of  himself;  but  Christ 
did  not  accept  of  him.  The  holy  Fathers  are  of  opin- 
ion, that  this  man  wished  to  follow  Christ  only  for  gain, 
because  be  thought  in  consequence  of  his  miracles  and 
the  concourse  of  the  people,  he  must  collect  consider- 
able sums  of  money.  (Vid.  S.  S.  Hieron,  and  Aug. 
apud  Barrad.)  Others  say,  that  the  scribe  wished  to 
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follow  Christ  out  of  ostentation,  because  he  thought  that 
Christ  would  give  him  the  power  of  working  miracles- 
Oh,  how  many  in  the  world  pretend  to  follow  Christ, 
who  in  reality  seek  their  own  ends ! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  answer,  which  Christ  gave 
the  scribe,  The  foxes  have  holes , and  thebirds  of  the 
air  nests,  hut  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  whereon  to  lay 
his  head.  (Ib.  20.)  As  if  he  wished  to  insinuate  this 
sentiment,  why  should  you  wish  to  follow  me  for  worldly 
wealth,  when  I have  no  lodging  of  my  own,  being  less 
provided  than  the  very  beasts  of  the  field  and  the  birds 
of  the  air.  O wonderfol  poverty  of  this  sovereign  King 
This  poverty,  however^  is  of  such  immense  value,  as  to 
be  able  to  purchase  the  kingdom  of  heaven;  Blessed 
are  the  floor  tn  spirit,  for  theirs  is  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven. (Mat*  5.  3.) 

III . Consider, ' 3d.  The  true  disciplhs  of  Jesus  Christ, 
ought  like  their  master  to  have  no  coffcr*  in  which,  to 
hoard  their  treasures,  (as  foxes  have  their  hates,)  (Mat. 
8.  20;)  and  they  ought  not  to  be  like  birds,  who  build 
their  nests  on  high,  that  is,  they  ought  not  to  seek  high 
and  dignified  employment,  but  court  humility  and  ob- 
scurity. Their  Master  was  poor  and  in  labaurs  from 
his  youth.  (Vid.  Ps.  87;.  16.)  Ponder,  the  import  of 
the  prophet’s  words,  though  thou  be  exalted  as  an  eagle, 
and  though  thou  set  thy  nest  among  the  stars,  thence 
will  I bring  thee  down  saith  the  Logd.  (Abd.  4.) 


Of  ths  Three  Claeses  tif  Pertoms  trfco  feUete 
Christ. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I*  Consider,  1st.  Christ  said  to  another,  follow  me, 
and  he  said , Lord,  suffer  me  first  to  go  and  bury  my 
Father.  (Luk.  9.  59.)  This  vocation  was  a great 
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mercy  and  ftvour  on  the  part  of  God,  and  yet  the  disci- 
ple wished  not  to  accept  of  it,  without  making  his  own 
conditions.  He  wished  first  to  bury  his  father,  who 
was  dying,  or,  as  others  explain  the  passage,  he  wished 
to  take  care  of  him  until  he  died,  and  then  enter  seri- 
ously into  the  service  Of  God.  Thai,  many  wish  to  serve 
God,  but  according  to  their  own  ideas,  and  after  they 
have  gained  iotne  desired  object  in  die  world,  enjoyed 
some  of  its  pleasures,  er  gratified  some  favourite  feeling. 
When  this  is  accomplished,  they  sire  willing  to  sorren- 
de»  their  old  age,  when  life  can  no  logger  be  ceupled  with 
pleasure,  to  God,  to  virtue  and  rraghn;  How  often 
are  such  characters  disappointed! 

II.  Consider,  3d.  Our  Lord  answered,  let  the  dead) 
bury  their  dead , but  go  thou,  and  preach  the  kingdom 
9f  God.  (Ib.  60.^  Thus  he  teaches  us  to  prefer  God 
to  our  parents,  friends  and  kindred*  He  does  not  forbid 
us  to  love  them,  nor  to  perform  our  duty  towards  them, 
but  he  wishes  natural  affection  to  he  postponed  to  the 
divine  service.  He  withes  his  disciples  to  throw  off  a& 
carnal  affection;  and  hence  he  says  in  another  place, 
Jf  any  man  come,  to  me,  and  hate  not  hie  father  and 
mother,  and  wffe  and  children,  and  brethren  and  eietere , 
(that  is,  love  them  leee  than  the  service  of  God)  he  can- 
not be  mydieciftle . (Luk.  14.  36.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  calls  those  dead,  who  live 
for  the  world  and  in  sin.  There  are  two  kinds  of  death, 
one  of  the  body  and  the  other  of  the  soul.  The  body 
dies,  When  the  soul  is  separated  from  k,  and,  the  sold 
dies,  when  k is  separated  from  God,  by  sin.  Christ 
therefore 'soys,  let  those  that  are  dead  to  God,  take  care 
of  those  that  are  dead  to  the  worlds  But  do  you  take 
care  to  preserve  the  life  of  your  soul,  lest  you  fell  into 
ski,  and  he  cast  off  from  foe  face  of  God.  She  that 
Uveth  in  ftleaeuree  ie  dead)  while  ehe  ie  living . (1. 
Tan.  5.  6.) 


Bed 
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On  ike  Three  Clowes  qf  Persons  whofoUov 

Christ. 

PART  THIRD. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider*  l*h  A third  Came  to  Christ  and  of- 

fered himself  to  foUo w him;  bp*  begged  that  he  might 
first  return  homo,  apd  dispose  of  hjs  affah^  ftnd  take 
leave  of  his  father  and  friends.  I.wiltfoUo#  thee  Lord, 
but  let  me  first  take  my  leave  ofthetn  tha^areat  my 
house.  (Luk.  9.  61.)  This  request  was,  in  appearance* 
very  reasonable*  but  Christ  did  not  grant  it.  Every 
dangerous  delay  in  the  service  of  God  ought  lobe  care- 
fully avoided.  Delay  not  to  be  converted  to  the  Lord) 
and  defer  it  notfroip  day  to  day . (Eecii.  5.  : , 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  replies,  Ah  man  putting  hie 

hand  to  the  plough , and  looking  bapk,  left  for  the  kiwgf 
dom  oj  God.  (Luk.  19.  62.)  The  ploughmen*  who  has 
Ids  hahds  on  the  plough*  and  looks,  the  contrary  way*  is 
incapable  of  ploughing;  in  the  sam^  manner*  he  who 
intends  to  be  a disciple  of  Christ,  and  turns  round  ta 
look  on  worldly  affairs  is  pot  m to  preach  the  gospel. 
The  ploughman  must  see  what  is  before  him,  so  must 
Christ's  disciples,  forgetting  the  thing*  that  are  behind 
and  stretching  forth  to  those  that  are  before.  ( Vid.  E*hiL 
3.  13.)  < 

UL  Consider,  3d.  In  this  reply  we  ape  adeaonished 
to  be  constant  and  persevering  in  the  service^  God 
A holy  man  contmueth  in  wisdom  as  the  *un,byt  a fool 
is  changed  as  the  (Eccli  27. 12.)  Examine  your- 

self how  constant  ypu  are  in  your  gpid  purposes,  whe- 
ther you  retain  the  first  fervour  of  yopr  conversion,  or 
such  as  you  remember  you  have  felt  on  formerocc&aions, 
Be  steadfast  in  the  way  of  the  Lordy  (Eccli.  5.  12.1 
and  if  you  discover  that  your  devotion  has  grown  cola* 
do  penance  and  do  the  first  works.  (Apoc.  2.  5.) 
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On  the  Vocation  of  the  rich  young  Man. 

PART  PIRST. 

THURSDAY. 

• 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  Christ  was  passing  through 
Judea,  A certain  ruler  asked  him , saying , good  Master 
what  shall  I do  to  possess  everlasting  life  ? (Luk.  1 8. 

18.  Mark,  10.  17.)  Such  ought  to  be  your  thoughts 
'and  cares  ; they  ought  to  have  for  their  object  not  the 

transitory  and  miserable  goods  of  this  life,  which  vanish 
K tike  a vision  of  the  night,”  but  the  permanent  and  so- 
lid enjoyment  of  a happy  eternity.  Excite  yourself  to 
a feeling  desire  of  these  enjoyments,  and  often  ask  yOur- 
self  this  all-important  question,  “ what  shall  I do  to  pos- 
sess everlasting  life  ?”  • 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  first  answered,  Keep,  the 

Commandments.  (Mat.  19.  17.)  This  is  necessary 
for  all  men,  and  it  will  not  be  sufficient  to  keep  one  or 
more  of  them  only,  but  you  must  observe  them  all,  for, 
whosoever  offendeth  in  one  point  is  become  guilty  of 
all.  (Jam.  2.  10.)  Examine,  therefore,  how  you  keep 
these  commandments  ; your  observation  of  them  ought 
to  be  exact  and  perfect  according  to  the  expression  of 
the  royal  psalmist,  thou  hast  commanded  thy  command - 
ments , to  be  kept  most  diligently . (Ps»*  1 18.  4.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  young  man  having  answered, 
that  he  had  kept  all  the  commandments  of  the  law 
from  his  youth,  Jesus  looking  on  him>  loved  him , and 

to  Atm,  sell  whatsoever  thou  hast  and  give  to  the 
jtoor,  and  come  and  follow  me;  (Mark,  10.  21.)  or  as 
St.  Matthew  records  it,  If  thou  wilt  be  perfect , go 
sell  what  thou  hasty  and  give  to  the  poor , and  thou  shalt 
have  treasure  in  heavenrand  come  and  follow  me.  (Mat. 

19.  21.)  It  is  therefore  a sign  and  effect  of  God’s  love 
to  a person,  when  he  invites  him  to  renounce  all  things, 
and  follow  Christ  by  embracing  poverty.  Examine 
what  God  requires  of  you  in  this  point,  and  endeavour 
at  least  to  be  poor  in  affection,  in  order  that  you  may  the  - 
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more  easily  follow  your  Master,  who  being  rick,  became 
poor^for  your  take*,  that  through  hie  poverty , you 
might  be  made  rich . (2.  Cor.  S.  9.)  ' 


On  (he  Vocation  qf  the  rich  young  Jdan. 

MET  »com>. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Comider,  1st  When  the  young  mm  had  heard 
this  word , (go  sell  all  thou  hast.)  he  went  away  sorrow- 
ful , for  he  had  great  possessions . (Mat.  19.  22.)  It 
frequently  happens  with  us,  that  we  make  resolutions 
of  doing  great  thlbgs  for  God,  and  wish  for  occasions  of 
suffering  for  him,  hut  when  the  occasion  offers,  we  fail 
and  feel  a melancholy  apathy.  Remark,  that  this  young 
man  refused  to  obey  Christ’s  call,  because  he  was  rich. 
If  God  had  not  bestowed  riches  upon  him*  he  would  pro- 
bably have  been  a favourite  disciple.  If,  therefore,  God 
have  removed  this  impediment  from  you,  be  grateful 
for  the  favour : for  otherwise  being  entaogled  with  the 
cares  of  this  world,  and  hind  red  by  them  from  obeying 
the  call  of  God,  you  might  have  been  lost. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  observation  which  Christ 
made  after  the  young  man’s  departure,  How  hakdly 
shall  they  that  have  riches  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God ; for  it  is  easier  for  a camel  to  pass  through  the 
eye  of  a needle , than  for  a rich  man  to  enter  the  king* 
dom  qf  God.  (Luk.  18.  24.)  If  therefore  you  wish  to 
enter  heaven  with  ease,  divest  yourselves  of  all  super- 
fluities, and  of  every  inordinate  inchnadoo  for  riches? 
and  the  conveniences  which  they  procure;  for  they 
who  would  become  rich , writes  St.  Paul,  fall  into  temp* 
tation  and  the  snare  qf  the  devil.  (Tim.  6.  9.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  expression  of  St  Peter  o» 
this  occasion,  Behold  we.  have  left  all  things  and  follow 
cd  thee . (Mat  sup.  27.)  Hence  the  holy  Father*  infer. 
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♦hat  the  Apostles  had  made  a vow  of  poverty,  and  left 
every  thing,  not  only  what  they  had,  but  what  they  might 
have,  and  even  the  desire  of  having.  Ponder  the  great- 
ness of  the  reward,  which  Christ  promises  to  all  those 
who  make  these  sacrifices  for  his  sake.  They  shall  re - 
f eive  a hundred  times  as  much  now  in  this  time , and 
in  the  world  to  come , l\fe  everlasting . (Mark.  10.  30.) 
O incomparable  purchase ! Prefer  eternal  life  to  eve- 
ry earthly  possession. 


On  Vocation  in  general  to  follow  Christ . 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  has  prescribed  certain  l^ws  to 
all  those,  wljo  wish  to  be  members  of  his  school.  The 
most  important  of  these  laws  are  recorded  in  St.  Luke, 
He  said  to  all , “ If  any  man  will  come  after  me , let  hint 
deny  himself  take  ufi  his  cross  daily  and  follow  me." 
(Luc.  9.  23.)  These,  therefore,  are  the  general  laws 
of  his  school,  viz.’ Self-abnegation,  daily  carrying  one’s 
cross,  and  imitation  of  Christ  in  all  things.  Examine 
yourself  on  these  subjects,  for  without  a faithful  practice 
of  these  virtues,  and  without  an  observance  of  these 
laws,  you  cannot  be  a disciple  of  Christ 

II.  Consider,  2d.  More  in  particular  what  it  is  to 
deny  one's  self.  Self-denial,  properly  Consists  in  aban- 
doning one’s  own  will,  Stripping  yourself  of  the  old 
man , ihith  his  deeds . (Colos.  3.  9.)  Think  how  neces- 
sary this  is,  and  on  the  contrary*  how  danrerous  it  is  to 
follow  one’s  own  will  and  judgment.  Examine  your 
Conscience  on  this  subject,  and  see  how  you  may  im- 
prove in  this  self-abnegation  to  the  greater  glory  of  God. 
Without  self-denial  there  can  be  no  true  religion  or  vir- 
tue on  earth,  because  the  human  will  is  naturally  prone 
to  evil,  and  if  not  denied  it  will  certainly  prefer  vice  to 
virtue,  and  because  no  one  can  be  religious  or  vir- 
tuous without  imitating  the  suffering  Redeemer. 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Apostle  exhorts  us  to  carry 
our  cross  daily,  in  these  words,  Always  bearing  about  in  ' 
our  body , the  dying  of  Jesus.  (2.  Cor.  4.  10.)  No 
day,  therefore,  ought  to  pass,  in  which  the  disciple  of 
Christ  does  not  make  some  progress  in  mortification* 
Hence,  the  learned  St.  Augustine  remarks,  The  whole 
life  of  a Christian , if  he  live  according  to  the  gosfiel^ 
is  a cross  and  a martyrdom.  Embrace,  therefore,  your 
eross  willingly,  and  whatever  is  disagreeable  to  flesh 
and  blood,  for  the  cross  will  be  a passport  to  ever-, 
lasting  life  of  happiness. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a good  treq. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT.  * 

Let  my  beloved  come  into  his  garden  and  eat  of  the  fruit  of 
ins  apple  trees.— {Cant.  v.  l.J 

SEVENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st  It  is  recorded  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, that  every  good  tree  yieldeth  good  fruit.  (Mat.  7. 
17.)  Christ  above  all  others,  is  the  good  tree,  and  is 
often  compared  in  the  scripture  to  several  kinds  of  trees. 
We  read  in  the  canticles,  as  the  afifUc-trccj  among  the 
trees  of  the  wood,  so  is  my  beloved  among  the  none. 
(Cant.  2.  3.)^  Other  men  are  trees  of  the  wood,  and 
produce  no  other  than  wild  and  sour  fruit,  to  wit,  sin. 
Christ,  alone  in  the  sense  of  the  canticles,  > is  the  apple- 
tree,  which  brings  forth  delicious  fruit;  and  as  the  apple 
by  its  juice  gives  both  food  and  liquid,  so  Christ  by  giv- 
ing us  his  precious  body  and  blood  in  the  eucharist,  is 
both  the  meat  and  drink  of  our  souls.  . 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Your  soul  is  a garden  planted  by 
God’s  own  hands,  according  to  the  prophet,  their  soul 
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shall  be  as  a watered  garden . (Jer.  31.  12.)  In  this 
garden  will  be  planted  to  day,  that  heavenly  tree,  the 
tree  of  life.  This  tree  yields  twelve  fruits,  which  are 
according  to  the  Apostle,  charity , joy,  peace , patience , 
benignity , goodness,  longanimity , mildness , faith,  mo- 
desty, continency,  chastity . (Gal.  5.  22.)  Oh,  how  you 
ought  to  long  for  the  hour  when  your  beloved  will  come 
into  his  garden,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  his  apple  trees , 
that  is  of  good  works,  which  he  will  co-operate  with  you 
in  producing  in  your  soul. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  If  you  wish  to  enjoy  the  advanta- 
ges of  this  fruit,  you  must  suit  yoursell  under  the  sha- 
dow of  the  tree,  by  attentively  contemplating  its  good 
qualities,  and  excellence.  Thus  did  the  spouse  in  the 
Canticles,  I sat  down  under  Jiis  shadow,  whom  I de- 
sired, and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my  palate . (Cant.  2. 
3.)  Prepare  yourself  therefore  by  holy  desires,  and  you 
will  be  permitted  to  taste  and  see,  that  the  Lord  is 
tweet.  (Ps.  33.  9.) 


On  the  Marriage  Feast  of  Cana  in  Gallilee. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  there  was  a marriage  in  Cana 
qf  Gallilee , and  the  Mother  of  Jesus  was  there,  and 
Jesus  also  was  invited  and  his  disciples  to  the  Mar- 
riage. (Jno.  2.  1.)  Our  kind  Lord  did  not  refuse  to 
be  present  at  the  marriage  feast,  because  he  wished  to 
do  good  to  many,  and  besides  to  confirm  his  disciples  in 
their  faith.  Observe  with  what  gravity  and  modesrv  he 
behaves  himself  on  the'  occasion,  and  learn  moderation 
in  days  of  mirth  and  festivity.  Let  the  just  feast  and 
rejoice,  says  the  Psalmist,  but  it  must  be  before  God . 
(Ps.  67.  4.) 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  The  wine  began  to  fail,  and  the 
bles-ed  Virgin  of  her  own  accord,  without  being  asked, 
is  anxious  to  relieve  their  necessity,  in  requital  for  their 
kind  invitation,  and  therefore  she  tells  her  son,  they  have 
no  wine . How  much  more  anxious  is  this  holy  Virgin, 
in  regard  to  the  spiritual  necessities  of  those,  who  are 
devoted  to  her.  “ By  how  much  she  is  more  holy  than 
the  other  saints,  says  St.  Augustine,  by  so  much  is  she 
more  anxious  for  our  good.”  Beseech  her  to  intercede 
with  her  blessed  son  in  your  behalf,  for  you  stand  much 
in  need  of  the  wine  of  charity  and  devotion. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  replies  to  her,  with  seem- 
ing harshness,  Woman  what  is  that  to  me  and  to  thee . 
(Jdo,  2.  4.)  By  this  answer  he  teaches  his  followers, 
not  to  appoint  God  a time  in  which  he  must  help  us,  as 
those  did,  who  were  reprehended  by  Judith,  you  have  set 
a time  for  the  mercy  oj  the  Lord)  ond  you  have  appoint- 
ed  him  a day , according  to  your  pleasure.  He  wishes 
to  teach  us  also,  that  in  the  service  of  God,  we  must 
divest  ourselves  of  all  carnal  affections.  In  order  to 
inculcate  this  lesson  more  deeply,  Christ  is  never  read  to 
address  the  Blessed  Virgin,  by  the  tender  name  of  Mo- 
ther, not  even  when  he  was*  hanging- .on  the  cross. 
Hence,  Moses  speaking  of  the  Levites  says.  He  who 
hath  said  to  his  father  and  mother , I do  not  know  you^ 
and  to  his  brethren  I know  you  not . These . have 
kept  thy  word  and  observed  thy  covenant.  (Deut.  33. 9, 
See.) 


On  the  Marriage  Feast  of  Cava  in  Gallilee. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  His  mo  the  f saith  to  the  waiters' 
whatsoever  he  shall  say  to  you , do  ye.  ^Jno.  5.) 
Admire  the  confidence,  which  the  blessed  vVgin  repo- 
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Scd  in  her  divine  son,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  as* 
perity  of  his  answer.  She  speaks  to  the  servants  as  if  she 
were  certain,  that  her  request  had  been  granted.  Ob- 
serve that  the  confidence  of  obtaining  'what  was  asked, 
was  grounded  on  an  exact  compliance,  with  what  our 
Lord  should  enjoin.  If  you  remain  in  me , and  my 
worsis  remain  in  you9  you  shall  ask  whatever  you  will , 
and  it  shall  be  done  to  you.  (Jno.  15.  7.)  Be  care- 
ful, therefore,  to  fulfil  whatever  God  commands  you, 
either  by  himself,  or  by  your  superiors  and  directors. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  injunction  of  Christ,  Jill  the 
water  pots  with  water.  (Jno.  2.  7.)  It  was  wine  that 
was  wanted,  and  he  bids  them  to  fill  the  vessels  with  wa- 
ter. He  could  as  easily  have  created  wine  in  them,  as 
have  changed  the  water  into  wine.  But  God  frequent- 
ly  commands  things,  - which  seem  to  have  little  connex- 
ion with  the  desired  effect,  in  order  to  try  our  obedience. 
Besides,  he  wishes,  that  we  should  concur  with  him,  in 
the  work  of  our  salvation.  He  who  created  you , says 
St.  Augustine,  without  your  own  exertions , will  not 
save  you  without  them. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  perfect  example  of  obedience 
given  by  the  servants.  They  make  no  reply;  they  in- 
quire for  no  reason  for  the  command,  but  instantly  fill 
the  vessels  completely.  Thus  ought  we  to  fulfil  the 
commands  of  God,  and  the  injunctions  of  his  vicege- 
rents, readily,  entirely  and  fully.  Almighty  God  will 
have  nothing  maimed  or  imperfect  offered  to  him  in 
sacrifice.  Take  care  that  your  works  are  full  and  per- 
fect, lest  you  hear  the  complaint  of  God,  I find  that  thy 
works  are  not  full  before  God.  (Apos.  3.  2.) 
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On  (he  Marriage  Feast  of  Coma  in  GaXHlee. 

PART  THIRD. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  greatness  of  the  miracle ; "the 
creature  obeyed  the  will  of  Christ,  and  the  water  was 
immediately  changed  into  wine.  Imagine  the  joy  which 
the  Virgin  experienced  on  this  occasion ; how  the  apos- 
tles were  strengthened  in  their  faith,  and  how  all  the 
guests  were  astonished.  Mark  the  efficacy  of  the  holy 
virgin’s  intercession;  by  her  means  he  wrought  his 
precursor’s  sanctification  and  performed  his  first  mira- 
cle. Learn  hence,  that  all  blessings,  spiritual  and  tem- 
poral, are  derived  through  her. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  words  of  the  chief  steward : 
Every  man  at  first  setteth  forth  good  wine , then  that 
which  is  worse.  (Jno.  2.  10.)  Thus  the  world  ever  acts 
with  its  votaries ; at  first  it  presents  them  the  cup  of  joy, 
allurements  and  pleasures.  Let  us  crown  ourselves 
with  roses,  it  says,  before  they  be  withered.  Let  no 
meadow  escape  our  riot . Let  none  of  us  go  without 
his  fiart  in  luxury.  Let  us  every  where  leave  tokens 
of  joy.  (Wis.  2.  8.)  But  afterwards  it  plunges  the  poor  . 
soul  into  vexation,  and  trouble,  and  distress.  Its  happi- 
ness goeth  m pleasantly : but  in  the  end  it  will  bite  like 

a snake , and  will  spread  abroad  poison  like  a basalisk . 
(Prov.  23.  31.)  Their  grapes  are  grapes  of  gall , and 
their  clusters  most  bitter.  (Deut.  32. 32.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  conduct  of  God  is  perfectly 
opposite  to  this.  He  keeps  his  good  wine  for  the  last. 
He  first  afflicts  and  tries  his  friends,  and  then  comforts 
and  drowns  them.  Thou  hast  shown  thy  people  hard 
things , thou  hast  made  us  drink  the  wine  <f  sorrow . 
(Ps.  59.  5.)  But  afterwards^lAfy  shall  be  inebriated 
with  the  plenty  of  thy  house , and  thou  shalt  make  them 
drink  of.  the  torrent  qf  pleasure.  (Ps.  35.  9.)  Christ 
did  not  change  the  water  into  wine,  until  that  of  his  en- 
tertainers had  foiled,  for  spiritual  comfort  is  not  found 
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until  sensual  pleasures  are  abandoned  and  contemned. 
Thus  the  manna  did  not  fall  from  heaven,  until  the  food 
which  the  Israelites  had  brought  from  Egypt  had  failed, 
and  afterwards  again,  Manna  ceased  qfter  they  ate  of 
the  com  of  the  land . (Josue,  5.  12.) 


Christ  drives  the  Buyers  and  Sellers  out  of  the 
Temple. 

PART  FIRST. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Jesus  entering  the  temple  fowuLin 
it  those  that  sold  oxen , and  sheep,  and  doves , and  the 
changers  of  money  sitting . (Jno.  2.  14.)  These  were 
sold  and  bought  for  the  sacrifices,  yet  our  divine  Masr 
ter  was  displeased,  that  traffic  should  be  carried  on  in 
the  house  of  God.  Learn  from  hence,  to  respect  the 
sacredness  of  churches,  and  to  be  present  in  them 
with  external  modesty  and  silence,  accompanied  by  in- 
ternal devotion  and  humility.  If  David  could  say  of  the 
ancient  temple,  holiness  becomes  thy  house , 0 Lord , 
unto  the  length  of  days9  (Ps.  92.  5.)  with  how  much 
more  propriety  may  it  bo  said  of  Christian  churches  ? 

IL  Consider,  2d.  Christ  inflamed  with  zeal,  and 
anxious  “ to  do  away  with  this  pollution9’  of  his  Father’s 
house,  when  he  had  made , as  it  were$  a scourge  of  little 
cords , he  drove  them  all  out  of  the  temple9  the  sheep 
also  and  the%oxen9  and  he  poured  out  the  changers*  mo- 
ney 9 and  the  tables  he  overthrew.  (Jno.  2.  1 5.)  He  re- 
peated the  same  action  a little  before  his  passion.  This 
meek  and  humble  lamb,  when  his  Father’s  honour  was 
concerned,  assumed  the  character  of  a lion,  fulfilling  the 
expression  of  the  prophet,  The  zeal  of  thy  house  hath 
eaten  me  up.  (Ps*  68.  10.)  With  such  zeal  ought  all 
those  to  be  inflamed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  prevent  the  sins 
of  thetf  neighbours.  
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HI.  Consider,  3d.  This  zeal  for  his  glory  is  most 
pleasing  to  God : he  reproaches  some  of  his  prophets, 
You  have  not  gone  ufi  to  the  face  of  the  enemy , nor  have 
you  eet  ufi  a wall  for  the  houee  of  Israel . (Ez.  13.  5.) 
Bence,  St.  Gregory  writes,  There  is  no  sacrifice  more 
fileasing  to  God,  than  zeal  of  souls . (Horn.  1 7,  in  Evan.) 
True  zeal  consists  in  this,  that  you  endeavour  to  correct 
every  thing  you  see  wrong  in  others,  by  proper  means; 
and  if  you  cannot  succeed,  to  bear  it  with  patience,  and 
pray  for  them.  Observe  how  cold  you  are  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  if  like  another  Cain,  you  were  not  your  brother's 
keeper. 


Christ  drives  the  Buyers  and  Setters  out  of  the 

Temple. 

PART  SECOND. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Imagine  you  hear  the  words  of 
Christ,  Make  ndt  the  house  of  my  Father  a house  qf 
traffic*,  (Jno.  2.  16.)  and  at  another  time,  a little  before 
his  passion,  my  house  shall  he  called  a house  of  firayer , 
but  you  have  made  it  a den  qf  thieves . (Mat  21.  13.) 
Hence,  we  are  taught  to  exercise  due  reverence,  both 
external  and  internal,  in  God’s  church.  Examine  whe- 
ther you  make  it  a house  of  prayer,  or  do  not  rather 
think  there  of  your  temporal  affairs. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  According  to  the  apostle,  your 
soul  is  a temple  of  God;  Know  you  not , that  you  are  the 
temfile  cf  God , and  that  the  spirit  of  God  dmelleth  in 
you  ? (1  Cor.  3.  16.)  Hence,  the  terrible  sentence 
which  follows,  but  if  any  man  violate  the  temfile  of  God, 
him  shall  God  destroy . (Sup.)  Examine,  therefore, 
whether  your  soul  be  a house  of  prayer,  that  is,  whether 
your  mind  be  frequently  raised  to  God,  or  whether  it  be 
not  rather  deyeted  to  worldly  concerns  ^nd  ^earthly 
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things.  If  this  be  unfortunately  the  case,  drive  from 
thence  all  these  undue  affections  and  attachments;  offer 
violence  to  yourself,  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffer  eth 
violence , and  the  violent  bear  it  away . (Mat.  1 1.  12.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  did  not  bring  the  scourge 
into  the  temple,  but  made  it  of  the  cords,  which  he 
found  there.  Thus  our  Lord  does  not  carry  with  him  a 
scourge  against  us,  but  makes  one  of  our  sins.  Sin  is 
its  own  worst  punishment,  for  what  can  be  equal  in  tor- 
ture to  the  reproaches  of  a lacerated  conscience,  or,  if 
the  sinner’s  state  be  yet  more  deplorable  what  can  be  a 
greater  curse  than  the  silence  of  an  obdurate  heart  ? 
Divest  yourself,  then,  of  all  sin,  and  God  can  find  no  in- 
strument of  punishment  against  you.  You  can  find  no 
real  gratification  in  sin,  and  by  seeking  for  it  there,  you 
'Only  increase  your  misery. 


On  Christ’s  Discourse  with  Nicodemus. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Nicodenhus  being  a man  of  high 
character,  among  his  fellow  citizens,  and  afraid  of  the 
censures  of  the  world,  came  during  the  night,  for  in- 
structions to  Christ.  He  came  in  this  private  manner, 
for  fear  of  the  Jew «,  for  his  mind  probably  revolted  at 
the  idea  of  appearing  among  the  unlettered  and  poor 
disciples  of  the  Man-God.  How  many  thousands  have 
lost  their  immortal  souls  by  indulging  this  feeling!  How 
many  at  this  moment  indulge  it ! Do  not  imitate  their 
example,  but  say  with  St.  Paul,  I am  not  ashamed  of 
thegosficL  (Rom.  1.  16.)  Confess  God  both  confi- 
dently, and  openly,  for  Christ  says,  whosoever  shall  be 
ashamed  of  mey  and  of  my  words , of  him  shall  the  Son 
Of  man  be  ashamed , when  he  shall  come  in  his  majesty  K 
(Luk.9.26.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  an  affectionate  master,  Christ 
accommodated  himself  to  the  weakness  of  his  disciple, 
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and  instructed  him  in  many  important  points.  He  m- 
formed  him  of  the  necessity  of  baptism;  of  the  causes 
of  his  coming  into  the  world;  of  his  passion,  that  was  to* 
ensue:  and  of  the  necessity  of  faith  for  salvation.  Give 
God  thanks  for  this  information,  which  is  equally  com- 
municated to  you,  and  ponder  in  a particular  manner, 
the  benefit  of  spiritual  regeneration.  You  must  be  bom 
again . (Jno.  3.  7.)  Consider* . also,  the  greatness  of 
God’s  love  for,  the  world, ./or  Godso  loved  the  world , 
as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son , that  whosoever  be - 
lievfith  in  himf  may  not  perish*  but  may  have  Ijfe  ever* 
lasting . (Sup.) 

. 111.  Consider,  3d.  The  light  is  come  into  the  world , 
and  men  loved  darkness , rather  than  the  light . O, 
shameful  neglect,  examine  yourself  whether  in  your 
actions  you  love  darkness,  rather  than  light,  for  every 
one , that  doeth  evil , hateth  the  light , (Sup.)  Do  you 
do  nothing  in  private,  whi^h  you  would  be  ashamed  of 
in  public:  Beware  of  this,  for  there  is  nothing  hidy 

that  shall  not  bf  repealed*  AO  secret,  that  shall  not  be 
known, . (Mat.  TO.'  26.) 


On  BqI y Communion. 

Consider  Christas  coming  to  exact  an  account  of  your 
Stewardship. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Render  an  account  of  thy  Stewardship.— [Luke,  xvi.  2.J 

EIGHTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  words  of  the  gosple,  there  was 
a certain  rich  many  who  had  a steward  (Sup.)  Ima* 
gine  yourself  to  be  this  steward,  whom  our  Lord  has  in- 
trusted with  several  important  things,  external  and  inter- 
lude supernatural  as  well,  as  natural.  What  advantage 
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have  you  taken  of  them?  As  yet  but  little,  it  is  to  be  fear- 
ed, has  been  done.  Examine  yourself  thoroughly,  and 
you  will  probably  find  many  things  out  of  order.  You 
have  slept  out  your  sleep  of  tepidity  and  now  you  find 
nothing  in  your  hands;  and  therefore,  you  are  a disgrace 
to  your  employer,  because  you  have  squandered  away, 
not  your  own  goods,  for  you  have  nothing,  but  those, 
which  belpng  to  him. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  Lord,  as  your  employer,  will 

wish  to-day,  to  exact  from  you  an  account  of  the 
goods,  with  which  he  has  intrusted  you.  At  present  his 
visitation  will  be  conducted  with  mercy  and  commisera- 
tion 9for  as  holy  Job  remarks,  he  doth  not  now  bring  on 
his  furyy  neither  doth  he  revenge  wickedness  exceeding* 
ly . (35.  15.)  He  will  rather  supply  your  defects,  for- 

give you  your  debts,  and  restore  to  you  by  this  holy 
grace,  the  goods,  which  you  have  misspent.  Hereafter 
he  will  come  with  an  iron  rod,  “ to  do  judgment  and 
justice,  and  to  search  Jerusalem  with  lamps.”  Endea- 
vour, therefore,  now  to  please  him,  by  an  exact  per- 
formance of  your  duties,  for  by  no  other  means  can  you 
make  him  any  atonement  for  youi*  past  carelessness. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  duties  which  you  have  to  per- 
form are,  1st.  That  you  should  humbly  beg  his  par- 
don, according  to  St.  Matthew,  I forgive  thee  all  the 
debt , because  thou  besoughtest  me . (18.  32.)  2dly.  JYe- 
quent  and  constant  love  are  required,  Many  sins  are  for- 
given hery  sayst  Christ  of  penitent  Magdalene,  because 
she  hath  loved  much . (Luke,  7.  .47.)  3dly.*  You  must 
forgive  from  your  heart,  all  offences  and  injuries  done 
against  you  by  others  •>  forgive  and  you  shall  be  forgiven 
(Luke,  6.  37.)  With  these  affections  introduce  yous 
God  into  the  closet  of  your  heart,  and  adopt  the  words 
of  the  psalmist,  Enter  not  into  judgment  .with  thy  ser - 
•vanty  but  look  ufion  me9  according  to  the  multitude  (f 
thy  mercies . (Ps.  142.  2 & 68.  17.) 
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On  Christ’s  Sermon  on  Ike  Mountain, 

PAST  PIE8T. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Con8)dert  1st.  Seeing  the  multitudes , he  went  up  in - 
to  a mountain , and  opening  his  mouth , he  taught  them 
(Luk.  5.  1.  2.)  Reflect  deeply  on  the  circumstances, 
that  attended  this  memorable  sermon  on  the  mountain. 
The  uncreated  Wisdom  of  God  was  the  preacher,  his 
pulpit  was  the  bare  ground,  his  auditors  were  his  disci- 
ples and  other  unlettered  men,  and  he  discoursed  of 
true  happiness.  Accompany  the  multitude,  and  seat- 
ing yourself  in  spirit  at  the  feet  of  so  great  a master,  lis- 
ten attentively,  to  his  instruction ; say  with  young  Sam- 
uel, speak  Lord)  for  thy  servant  heareth.  (1  Kings,  3. 
10.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  this  sermon,  Christ  performed 
not  only  the  office  of  ateacher,  but  also  that  of  a law-giver, 
for  he  explained  the  ancient  and  published  the  new  law. 
It  was  said  to  them  of  old , thou  shall  not  kill , but  Isay 
90  you , that  whosoever  is  angry  with  his  brother , shall 
be  guilty  of  the  judgment . (Mat.  5.  21.)  Reverence, 
then,  this  divine  lawgiver,  and  thank  him  for  his  sub- 
lime precepts.  Entreat  him  to  imprint  his  holy  law  in 
your  heart;  and  say  with  David,  Set  before  me  fora  lam, 
the  way  qf  thy  justifications , 0 Lord , and  I will  always 
seek  after  it.  (Ps.  118.  33.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  He  acted  also  as  a counsellor,  by 
exhorting  his  hearers  to  aspire  to  the  greatest  perfection, 
even  beyond  the  obligation  of  the  law.  Such  pomts  of 
counsel  were,  to  turn  the  other  cheek  to  the  striker  ; to 
suffer  the  marrthat  takes  the  coat,  to  take  the  cloak  also; 
and  to  go  two  miles  with  the  person,  who  forces  you  to 
go  one.  Reflect  on  the  justice  of  these  counsels.  They 
are  given  by  him,  in  whom  are  hidden  all  the  treasures 
of  wisdom  and  knowledge.  (Colos.  2.  3.)  and  who 
is  pronouced  by  Isaiah  to  be  the  counsellor  by  excel* 
knee , (9.  6.) 
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On  Christ's  Sermon  on  the  Mountain. 

* 

PAHT  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Every  human  being  is  continually 
panting  for  happiness,  the  good  and  the  wicked  are  alike 
desirous  of  gaining  it : But  they  seek  for  it  by  differ- 
ent means.  Christ,  therefore,  commences  his  sermon 
by  this  subject*  as  if  he  were  to  say,  you  all  desire  to  be 
happy,  listen  then,  and  I will  point  out  the  ways  that 
lead  to  felicity.  Do  you,  therefore,  take  care  t*  set  your 
affections  on  this  true  happiness,  and  seek  for  it  by  the 
means,  which  Christ  shall  point  out. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  contrary  are  the  ways  of  God 
to  the  ways  of  man,  and  his  judgments  to  those  of  the 
world.  The  world  believes  that  happiness  exists  in  hon- 
ours, riches,  and  pleasures,  and  freedom  from  pain  and 
grief  They  have  called  the  fie  o file  hafifiy , that  hath  these 
things.  (Ps.  143.  15.)  On  the  contrary,  Christ  pro- 
nounces those  happy,  who  are  poor,  meek,  and  hum- 
ble, who  hunger  and  thirst  after  justice,  and  who  suffer 
reproaches  and  torments.  As  the  heavens  are  exalted 

* above  the  earthy  so  are  my  ways  above  yoursf  (Is.  55, 
9.)  says  the  Lord.  Examine  to  which  of  these  clas- 
ses you  belong;  whether  you  follow  the  principles  of 
Christ,  or  the  principles  of  £he  world. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  honoured  eight  virtues, 
which  are  contemptible  m the  eyes  of  the  world,  with  the 
tide  of  beatitudes.  He  has  made  these  so  many  steps, 
by  which  we  may  ascend  to  heaven,  in  order  to  enjoy 
our  ultimate  and  everlasting  happiness.  These  are  po- 
verty of  spirit,  meekness,  sorrow  for  sins,  hunger  and 
thirst  after  justice,  mercy,  purity  of  heart,  the  making  of 
peace  both  with  God  and  men,  and  the  suffering  of  per- 
secutions for  Christ’s  sake.  You  must  ascend  these 
steps,  if  you  wish  to  enter  into  the  joys  of  your  Lord.— 
Blessed  is  the  many  whose  help  is  from  thee ; in  his 
heart  he  hath  disposed  to  ascend  by  steps . (Ps.  83.  6.) 
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On  ike  Firet  Beatitude. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Slewed  are  the  floor  in  sfiirit. — . 
(Mat.  5. 3.)  Ponder,  in  each  particular  virtue,  its  acts, 
Christ’s  example,  and  Rs  rewards.  The  proper  acts  of 
poverty  are  considered  to  be  five.  1st.  He  is  poor  in 
spirit,  who,  in  affection  is  ready  to  lose  all  rather  than 
offend  God.  2d.  He  who  actually  leaves  all  for  God’s 
sake.  3d.  He  who  never  aspires  to  things  above  him- 
self, and  does  not  presume  in  himself,  and  does  not  court 
the  praises  of  men.  4th.  He  who  denies  his  own  will 
and  judgment,  and  submits  hhnfcelf  to  others.  5th.  He 
who  acknowledges,  that  every  thing,  which  he  has,  comes 
from  God,  and  who  is  intimately  convinced  of  his  own 
nothingness,  acknowledging  with  the  prophet,  my  sub- 
stance is  as  nothing  before  thee . (Ps.  38. 6.)  Though 
not  bound  to  practise  all,  every  Christian  is  bound  to 
pracstie  some  of  the  above  acts. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  has  given  us  admirable  ex- 
amples of  poverty  of  spirit,  throughout  the  whole  course 
of  his  life,  but  principally  in  his  crib,  hi  banishment,  in 
his  parents’  house,  and,  lastly,  on  the  cross.  Besides, 
he  debased  himself,  as  St.  Paul  writes,  (PhiL  2.  7.)  be-  ■ 
coming  obedient,  not  only  to  his  eternal -Father  and  his 
earthly  parents,  but  also  to  his  tormentors,  even  to  death 
itself.  Of  his  doctrine*  he # publicly  asserted,  my  doc- 
trine  is  not  mine , but  <f  him  that  sent  me . (Jno.  7.  16.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  has  promised  to  reward 
the  professors  of  poverty  of  spirit,  with  the  possession  of 
heaven;  theirs , he  says,  is  the  kingdom  if  heaven - 
(Sup.)  Reflect  how  advantageous  it  is,  to  obtain  tho 
kingdom  of  lieaven,  with  its  eternal  happiness,  by  the 
exchange  of  some  few  transitory  enjoyments  oi  this 
world.  Ponder  the  excellence  of  tins  kingdom,  its  rich- 
es, glory,  and  perpetuity.  The  eye  hath  not  seen , nor 
ear  heard , neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart  of  man, 
what  things  God  hath  firefiared  for  them  that  love  him. 
(1.  Cor.  2.  9.)  Hence,  St.  Gregory  Nazianxen  had 
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reason  to  say,  “ Happy  is  he,  who  buys  Christ,  though 
the  purchase  cost  him  all  his  goods  and  fortune/9  (De 
vit.  rel.)  • 


On  the  Second  Beatitude, 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Blessed  are  the  meek . (Mat.  5. 
4.)  After  poverty  of  spirit,  that  is,  contempt  of  the 
world  and  its  desires,  follows  meekness,  as  a child  does 
its  parent.  The  acts  of  this  virtue  are  chiefly  three.  1st. 
The  first  is  to  bridle  the  passions  of  anger  and  revenge; 
and  when  it  is  your  duty  td  display  zeal,  to  do  it  with- 
out any  perturbation  either  exterior  or  interior.  2d.  The 
second  is  to  be  afiatye  to  all,  and  troublesome  to  none, 
neither  in  word  nor  action.  3d.  The  third  act  of  meek- 
ness is,  not  to  oppose  or  resist  injuries  with  violence, 
even  when  you  may  lawfully  do  so,  but  to  suffer  your  own 
contempt  with  peace  and  tranquility  of  mind.  Exa- 
amine  yourself  on  these  heads,  and  reform  whatever 
stands  in  need  of  Correction. 

IX.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  has  given  the  world  most 
brilliant  examples  of  meekness.  Speaking  of  the  fu- 
ture Mesias,  the  prophet  says,  he  shall  not  contendf 
nor  cry  out,  neither  shall  any  man  hear  his  voice  in  the 
street s,  the  bruised  reed  he  shall  not  break  and  smoak - 
ing  Jlax  he  shall  not  extinguish,  (Mat.  12.  19.  Is. 
41.  2.)  Me  shall  not  be  sad , nor  turbulent . St. 
Peter  speaking  of  him  observes,  when  he  was  reviled , 
he  did  not  revile ; when  he  suffered , he  threatened  not  : 
but  delivered  himself  to  him  that  judged  him  unjustly . 
(1.  Pet.  2.  23.)  And  he  says  of#himself,  Learn  of  me, 
because  I am  meek  and  humble  of  heart . (Mat.  1 1.  29.) 

IIL  Consider,  3d.  Christ  promises  the  meek,  that 
they  shall  ftossess  the  land . (Sup.)  They  will  pos- 
sess their  own  hearts,  that  is,  they  will  be  masters  of  their 
own  passions.  They  will  also  possess  the  hearts  of 
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others,  according  to  the  author  of  Ecclesiasticus,  My 
son  do  thy  works  in  meekness)  and  thou  shajit  he  belov- 
ed above  the  glory  qf  men . (3.  19.)  Lastly;  they  will 
possess  the  land  of  promise,  as  their  eternal  inheritance, 
The  meek  shall  inherit  the  land)  and  delight  in  the  abun- 
dance qf peace.  (Ps.  36.  11.)  Adopt,  then,  thismeek- 
, ness  in  your  conduct  and  conversation,  in  order  that  you 
may  delight  in  the  abundance  of  peace,  as  wellj  in  re- 
gard to  God,  as  yourself  and  your  neighbour. 


On  the  Third  Beatitude-. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Blessed  are  they  that  mourn . (Mat. 
56.)  We  have  three  motives  for  fpouming.  1st  We 
ought  to  indulge  compunction  for.  our  sifts  accordmg  to 
the  examples  of  David  and  St.  Peter.  2d.  We  should 
mount  for  the  sins  of  others,  and  feel  compassion  for 
them.  3d.  We  have  reason  to  grieve  at  our  banish- 
ment in  this  world,  and  our  separation  from  God;  Wo  is 
mey  that  my  sojourning  is  prolonged.  (Ps.  119.5.) 
This  spiritual  mourning  does  not  entirely  consist  in  af- 
fliction of  the  mind,  but  also  in  refusing  those  things, 
which  bring  pleasure  along  with  them.  Hence  the  wise 
man  says,  laughter  I counted  error)  and  to  mirth  I said) 
why  art  thou  vainly  deceived  ? (Eccle.  2.  2.)  Re- 
flect how,  on  the  contrary,  you  are  continually  seeking 
your  own  satisfaction  and  enjoyment,  and  how  to  these 
you  frequently  sacrifice  your  content. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  example  of  Jesus  Christ,  on 
this  subject  St  Chrysostom  writes*  you  will  often  fend 
Christ  weeping)  but  r^erver  laughing.  (Chr.  Horn.  6. 
in  Mat)  And  Solomon  remarks,  the  heart  qf  the  wise 
is  where  there  is  mourning , and  the  heart  qf  fools  where 
there  is  mirth.  (Eccles.  7.  5.)  Reflect  what  reasons 
you  have  to  imitate  the  example  of  so  great  a master, 
and  rank  yourself  with  the  wise,  rather  than  the  foolish. 
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HI.  Consider,  3d.  The  reward  attached  to  mourning, 
They  shall  be  contorted,  (Sup.)  in  this  life  with  divine 
illustrations  and  the  testimony  of  a good  conscience,  and 
in  the  next,  they  shall  be  inebriated , O God,  with  the 
jtlenty  qf  thy  house  : and  thou  shalt  make  them  drinks 
the  torrent  of  filtasure.  (F%.  35.  0.)  Lament, 
therefore,  your  own  and  your  neighbours*  sins,  for  they, 
who  sow  in  tears,  shall  reap  in  joy.  On  the  contrary, 
wo  to  youj  that  laugh  now,  for  you  shall  mourn  and 
veefi,  (Luke,  6.  25.)  as  it  is  written  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, As  much  as  she  hath  glorified  herseffi  and  hath 
been  in  delicacies,  so  much  torment  and  sorrow  give 
unto  her . (18.  7.) 


On  the  Fourth  Beatitude. 

• SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Blessed  are  they , that  hunger  and 
thirst  after  justice , (Sup.)  These  pious  souls  de- 
sire every  thing,  without  exception,  to  be  fulfilled,  which 
justice  and  our  obligations  to  God,  as  well  as  to  our  neigh- 
bours require.  They  desire  to  make  continual  pro- 
gress in  virtue  and  perfection.  * They  wish  perfect 
justice  to  exist  among  all  mankind,  and  do  all  in  their 
power  to  g&in  that  object.  Finally,  they  hunger  and 
thirst  after  Christ  our  Lord,  who  is  our  justice  and  sanc- 
tification, (1.  Cor.  1.  30.)  by  a lively  faith  and  interi- 
or relish  of  his  presence.  Examine  yourself  on  these 
points,  and  discover  whether  you  do  not  rather  loathe 
justice,  than  hunger  and  thirst  after  it,  and  ardently,  seek 
those  things  only,  which  the  world  loves  and  admires. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  During  the  whole  of  his  life  Christ 
sought  nothing,  but  the  accomplishment  of  his  Father's 
will.  My  foody  he  says,  is  to  do  the  will  of  himy  that 
etnt  me.  (Jno.  4.  34.)  When  he  hung  upon  the  cross, 
he  exclaimed,  I thirsty  (lb.  19. 28.)  that  is,  for  the  sunc- 

' t&catkm  and  salvation  of  all  mankind,  for  whom  he  died. 
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Such  ought  to  be  your  hunger  and  thirst,  and  not  the 
appetite  of  the  wicked,  “whose  God  is  their  belly.” 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  reward  of  those,  who  Iran- 

grand  thirst  after  justice,  they  •kali  be  filled.  (Sup.) 

od  will  bestow  special  graces  and  spiritual  comforts  on 
them  during  this  life;  and  in  the  neat,  they  will  enjoy  the 
beatiOc  vision.  I shall  be  satisfied)  says  the  psalmist, 
’when  thy  glory  shall  appear . (16.  15.)  Reflect  how  this 
heavenly  satiety  ought  to  be  desired.  It  never  days, 
and  endures  for  aH  eternity.  Examine  your  dispositions^ 
whether  you  would  rather  enjoy  yourself  in  this  world 
or  in  the  next ; you  cannot  enjoy  the  happiness  of  both. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a merciful  Lord. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Hear  me,  O Lord,  for  thy  mercy  is  kind. — [Pa.  Ixviii.  17.] 

NINTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  is  recorded  in  the  *gospel  of  to- 
day, that  Christ  wept  over  the  city  qf  Jerusalem . (Luk. 
19.  41.)  God  is  sensible  of  our  miseries,  and  com- 
passionates us;  hence  he  is  styled  by  the  Apostle, 
the  Father  of  mercies  and  the  God  of  all  consolation . 
(2.  C6r.  1.  3.)  And  again  he  Says,  we  have  not  a high 
priest,  who  cannot  have  compassion  on  our  infirmities, 
-(Heb.  4;  15.)  You  may,  therefore,  justly  comfort 
yourself  wkh  this  thought,  that  the  same  merciful  God, 
will  visit  you  to-day,  to  bestow  on  your  souls  the  riches 
^ef  his  mercy. 

II.  Consider,  3d.  Tie  mercy  of  God  in  regard  to 
man  never  shone  more  conspicuously,  than  in  the  da- 
sfitutfon  of  the  holy  eucharist.  Well  may  the  pro- 
phet cry  out,  he  made  a remembrance  qf  his  wontktful 
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works , being  a merciful  and  a gracious  Lord,  he  hath 
given  food  to  them  that  fear  him (Ps.  1 10.  4.  5.) 
Reflect  what  a mercy  it  is  m hun  to  give  you  his  own 
body  and  bipod  for  your  meat  and  drink.  Whoever 
did  so  much  lor  his  greatest  friend  ? Expose,  there* 
lore,  before  him,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  the  mise- 
ries of  your  soul,  when  he  visits  you,  and  beseech  him 
to  remedy  them. 

. III.  Consider,  3d.  Above  all  things  beware,  when  he 
tilers  your  soul,  of  .giving  him  cause  to  weep  over  you, 
as  did  unhappy  Jerusalem.  . Addressing  himself  to  that 
obstinate  city,  he  foretold  its  evils,  and  said,  they  would 
happen,  because  it  did  not  know  the  time  of  its  visita- 
tion. (Vid.  I*uk.  19.  44.)  He  frequently  visits  us  by 
holy  inspirations,  good  books*  and  the  like,  and  by 
these  aminates  us  to  aspire  to  perfection.  Examine 
how  you  eorrespeud  with  these  graces,  lest,  he  may 
have  reason  to  $ay  pf  you,  for  the  day.  shall  come  upon 
theey  and  thy  enew^ksahall  cast  a trench  abouutheey  and 
beat  thee  fit  4o  the,  ground*  (lb.  43*  44.) 


On.  the.  itfifth  Beatitude. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  IsU  Blesued  are  the  merciful.  (Mat.  5. 
7.)  There  are  seven  acts  of  spiritual  mercy,  and  seven 
works  of  mercy  corporcdr^These  are  known  to  every 
one,  who  is  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  his  religion. 
These  works  bfr.  accompani- 

ed with  three  conditions  to  render  them  perfect  and  ac- 
ceptable to  God.  1 s £/  They  pj^t  extend  themselves  to 
all  without  exception,  even  to  our  enemies.  2d.  We 
must  take  advantage  of  every  opcasiqn  of  doing  good, 
in  every  species  of  distress  ^and  exert  purselves  to  the 
extent  of  our  abilities.  • They  must ‘be  accompani* 
*4  with  internal  motives  and  internal  devotion.  Exam- 
ine you*$eJf  on  jftjft  subset,  and  remember,  that  a good 
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intention  alone,  can  sanctify  an  action,  Which  might  other* 
wise  be  only  good. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  On  this  subject,  as  well  as  the  oth- 

er beatitudes,  Christ  has  given  us  the  most  perfect  ex- 
amples. He  addressed  himself  to  ail  mankind,  when 
in  his  mercy  he  said,  Corns  to  me , all  you  that  labour 
and  arc  hcaroy  laden , and  I will  refresh  you.  (Mat.  II, 
28.)  He  took  advantage  of  every  occasion  of  doing 
good,  therefore,  he  was  teaching  daily  in  the  temfile . 
(Luke.  19.  47.)  And  he  went  about  doing  goody  and 
Healing  ally  that  were  ofifircssed  by  the  devil . (Acts,  lO. 
38.)  He  performed  all  these  works  of  mercy  with  the 
most  tender  affection,  for  he  acted  like  the  good  Sa- 
maritan, who  bound  uft  hie  wounds,  that  fell  among 
robbers.  ' (Luke,  10.  30.)  Therefore** go  you  and  dio 
in  like  manner/*  (37.)  i . 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  reward  Attached  to  works  of 

mercy.  shall  obtain  mercy 2 {This  mercy  will 

accompany  them  in  this  life,  H will"  extend  to  both  body 
and  soul,  and  it  wiH  be  then*  reward  in  the  next  life. 
With  the  same  measure , that  you  shall  mcaeurcy  it  shall 
be  measured  to  you  again.  (Luke,  6.  38.)  Reflect 
how  much  you  stand  in  need  of  God’amercy,  and  what 
your  case  would  have  been;.  had)Ged>d*Ait  with  you  ac- 
cording to  your  deserts  ? Be  merciful,  therefore,  to  oth- 
ers, that  you  may  obtain  merfey,  , Meditate  on  the  sen- 
tence of  St.  James,  judgment  without  mercy  to  Aim, 
that  hath  not  dons  mercy*  {>2*  13.)  • > 


On  the  Sixth  BeaMtxd*. 

-TUESDAYS'*  • 

I.  Consider,  ;1M;  'Bteised  are  the  clean  of  heart. 
(Mat.  5.  8.)  ' Thh  Christian^  Whose"  heart  is  dean,  is 
free  from  all  sin,  both  mortal  and  venial;  his  mind4s 
frequently  exercised  with  pious  and  holy  thoughts,' 'mid 
all  his  actions  are  accompanied  with  a ri^h^  Mention. 
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He  does  nothing  to  gain  the  applause  of  mankind.  Hence 
Che  apostle  requires  from  all  Christians,  charity  from  a 
pure  heart  and  a good conscience,  and  an  unfeigned 
faith.  (1.  Thu.  1.  5.)  Examine  the  state  of  your  mind 
on  these  subjects. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  was  a perfect  model  of  this 

virtue,  for  he  did  no  sin , neither  was  guile  found  in  his 
mouth . (1.  Pet  2.  22.)  Hence  he  is  the  brightness 

of  eternal  light , and  the  unspotted  mirror  qf  God's  ma- 
jesty, and  the  image  qf  his  goodness . (Wisdom,  2,  26.) 
He  frequently  reproved  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  be- 
cause their  conduct  was  so  opposite  to  bis  own.  Wo  to 
you , Scribes  and  Pharisees , hypocrites , because  you 
make  clean  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  of  the  dish,  but 
within  you  are  full  of  extortion  and  uncleanness . 
(Mat.  23.  25.)  Let  your  conduct  be  modelled  after  that 
of  Christ,  and  avoid  the  example  of  these  hypocritical 
Jews. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  They  shall  see  God . Such  is  the 
reward  of  the  clean  of  heart.  O what  a happiness  will 
it  be  to  see  God!  Labour,  therefore,  to  obtain  this  purity 
of  heart.  The  greater  it  is,  the  more  perfect  will  be  your 
vision  of  God,  and  your  essential  happiness.  Even  in  this 
life  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  divine  things  increases 
b proportion  to  the  purity  of  our  hearts.  On  the  contra* 
Ty,  wisdom  will  not  enter  into  a malicious  soul,  nor 
dwell  in  a body  that  is  subject  to  sin , (Wis.  1.  4.)  and 
the  holy  spirit  of  discipline  will  fee  from  the  deceitful , 


On  the  Seventh  Bentitude. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers . (Mat* 
5.  8.)  The  character  of  a Christian  requires,  that  he 
make,  in  the  first  place,  domestic  peace,  that  is,  that  he 
subject  the  flesh  to  the  spirit,  and  the  sensual  appetite  to 
reason.  He  is  bound  to  keep  |te&ce  also  with  others, 
G g 2 
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to  giro  no  one  occasion  of  complaining  ttainat  hoof,  and 
to  excite  no  angry  thoughts  mothers.  He  is  obliged, 
besides,  to  do  what  he  can  to  reconcile  those,  who  are 
at  variance  with  one  another.  But  the  most  perfect  act 
of  this  virtue  is  to  reconcile  sinners  to  their  offended  ere* 
ator. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  descended  from  the  throne 
of  his  eternal  Majesty,  that4ie  might  be  the  Mediator  of 
peace  between  God  and  his  creatures.  Hence  he  is  call- 
ed the  prince  qf  peace , (Is.  9.  6.)  At  his  birth  the 
angels  sang  to  the  shepherds,  that  their  Redeemer  had 
Come,  to  bring  peace  to  men  of  good  will.  (Luke.  2. 
14.)  And  when  this  divine  peace-maker  leftthe  world, 
he  said,  Peace  Heave  with  you,  my  peace  I give  to  you9 
(Jnor  14.  27.)  He  wished  that  the  common,  salutation 
of  his  disciples  should  be  the  watch- word  of  peaces 
hence,  after  his  resurrection  he  more  than  once  addres- 
sed  them  in  the  memorable  words,  Peace  he  to  you . 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Peace-makers,  ska**  he  tailed 

the  Children  of  God . (Sup*)  Reflect  what  a dignity 
it  is  “ to  be  called  and  to  be’*  the  child  of  God.  If 
worldly  men  conceive  themselves  elevated,  if  they  hap- 
pen to  be  the  descendants  of  some  earthly  potentate, 
and  pride  themselves  on  their  accidental  prerogative, 
how  much  greater  is  the  dignity  of  being  hy  real  adop£ 
lion  a son  of  God?  Your  Lord  loves  in  a special  manner 
all  peace-makers;  he  treats  them  as  his  favourite  children, 
and  cherishes  them  with  more  than  paternal  affection. 
Examine  how  you  practise  this  heavenly  virtue,  and  se- 
cure to  yourself  the  peace  qf  Gody  which  surpasseth 
all  understanding . Keep  your  hearts  and  minds  in 
Christ  Jesus.  (Phil,  4.  7.)  9 
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On  the  Eighth  Beatitude, 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Blessed  are  they } that  suffer  per- 
secution. (Mat.  5.  10.)  Under  the  term  persecution, 
are  comprehended  all  kinds  of  injuries,  afflictions  and 
inconveniences,  in  relation  to  fortune,  honour,  or  life. 
These  are  caused  by  the  devil  or  his  ministers,  some- 
times, also,  by  mistake,  God  so  permitting,  by  the  just 
themselves.  They  are  suffered  for  justice  sake,  when 
they  are  borne  with  patience  and*  accompanied  with  the 
exercise  of  virtue,  and  in  compliance  with  our  duty 
towards  God  and  men.  They  ought  not  to  be  suffered 
with  patience  only,  but  with  joy  at  die  greatness  of  the  re- 
ward; therefore,  St.  Peter  says,  Let  none  of  you  suffer 
as  a murderer , or  o thief  or  a railer , or  as  coveting* 
the  goods  of  other s,  but  if  as  a christianr  let  him,  not 
be  ashamed , but  let  him  glorify  God  in  that  name . (1. 
Pet.  4.  15.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  suffered  all  kinds  of  injuries 
and  inconveniences  in  his  honour,  in  his  goods,  and  in 
his  person,  for  a cause,  which  on  his  part  was  perfectly 
just.  He  suffered  in  consequence  of  his  publishing  his 
divine  law  and  endeavouring  to  bring  man  back  again 
from  vice  and  folly,  into  the  way  of  their  eternal  salva- 
tion. Therefore,  Look  and  make  it  according  to  the 
pattern.  (Ex.  25.  40.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  reward  attached  to  the  suffering 
for  justice  sake,  is  no  less  than  the  kingdom  of  heaven * 
(Sup.  Mat*)  When  you  suffer,  then,  with  joy  and  pa- 
tience, Rejoice  and  be  exceeding  glad , because  your 
reward  is  very  great  in  heaven.  (Ib.  12.)  Ponder  deep- 
ly, therefore,  the  greatness  of  the  reward,  and  the  truth 
of  the  apostolic  oracle,  The  sufferings  of  this  present 
time  are  not  worthy  to  be  compatred  with  the  glory  to 
coma,  that  shall  be  revealed  in  us.  {Rom*  8.  18.) 
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On  the  words  of  Christ,  “Yon  taw  Ike  salt  of 
the  earthy — ■{ Mat.  5.  18 .) 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  As  salt  preserves  from  corruption 
and  putrefaction,  so  is  it  the  part  of  all  apostolical  men, 
to  preserve  souls  from  the  corruption  of  sin,  and  to  ren- 
der the  exercise  of  virtue  palatable  and  agreeable  to 
them.  These  men,  then,  ought  to  be  pure  and  refined 
from  all  the  dross  and  alloy  of  earthly  passion  by  the  in- 
fluence of  divine  charity,  in  order  that  they  may  be  sueh 
themselves  as  they  wish  to  make  others. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  effectually  did  Christ  our  Re- 
deemer  and  Saviour  produce  the  effect  of  salt  on  us  ; 
to  purge  us  and  preserve  us  from  sin,  he  spent  himself 
entirely  on  us,  and  melting  away  like  salt,  he  commu- 
nicated to  our  actions  (which  of  themselves,  were  in- 
sipid,) the  divine  flavour  of  his  precious  merits.  Be- 
sides, by  his  example  and  doctrine,  he  has  rendered 
trials  and  crosses  and  persecutions,  which  of  themselves 
are  difficult  to  be  supported,  agreeable  and  palatable. 
Season  all  your  actions  with  this  salt;  apply  the  words 
of  Leviticus  in  a spiritual  sense,  Whatsoever  sacrifice 
thou  off  ere  st,  thou  shalt  season  it  vnth  salt,  (2*  13.) 
that  is  with  the  merits  and  example  of  Christ 

III.  Consider,  3d.  But  if  the  salt  lose  its  savour , it 
is  then  good  for  nothing,  but  to  be  cast  vut,  and  to  be 
trodden  on  by  men . (Mat.  5.  13.)  In  this  manner 
will  God  treat  those,  whose  duty  it  is,  to  watch  over  the 
morals  of  others  and  teach  them  virtue J if  they  neglect 
their  duty.  Their  example  and  doctrine  should  have  a 
divine  efficacy  to  season  die  lives  of  others,  but  pride, 
vain  glory  and  love  of  the  world  have  destroyed  it*  They 
became  vain  in  their  thoughts,  says  the  - apostle,  and 
their  foolish  heart  was  darkened.  (Rom.  1.21.)  Be- 
ware of  abusing  the  means,  which  you  • have  in  your* 
power  of  being  beneficial  to  others.  Every  individual  of 
the  Christian  family  is  bound  to  edify  by  good  example; 
in  tins  sense  every  one  is  the  salt  iff  the  earth . 
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On  the  words  of  Christ , “You  are  the  light  of 
the  world.” — (Mat.  5.  1 5.J 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Apostolical  .men  ere  not  only  the  salt 

6/  the  earth , to  purge  the  hearts  of  men  from  sin,  but  al- 
so the  light  of  the  world  to  enlighten  others  and  direct 
them  in  the  ways  of  virtue.  “ It  is  the  most  divine  of 
all  divine  offices,”  writes  a holy  father,  w to  co-operate 
with  Christ  for  the  salvation  of  souls.”  Hence  it  is 
most  acceptable  to  God,  aorordmg  to  the  expression 
of  the  prophet,  They  that  are  learned , shall  shine  a* 
the  brightness  of  the  firmament , and  they  that  instruct 
many  unto  justice , as  stars  for  all  eternity . ("Dan.  12. 
3.)  It  is  a property  of  light  to  warm  and  enlighten. 
Examine  yourself  how  you  perform  your  duty  on  this 
subject,  and  seize  every  opportunity  of  being  beneficial 
to  your  Neighbours,  particularly  by  u letting  the  light 
of  your  example  shine  before  them.”  All  instruction  is 
cold,  unless  it  be  accompanied  and  enforced  by  exam- 
ple. * 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  was  the  true  light , which 
enlighteneth  every  ?nan,  that  cometh  into  this  world * 
(Jno.  1.  9.)k  He  communicated  a divine  system  of  doc- 
trine to  mankind,  illustrated  and  enforced  it  by  his  ex- 
ample, and  gives  his  followers  grace  to  profit  by  it,  to. 
glorify  him  and  secure  the  end  of  their  creation.  When 
light  passes  through  loathsome  or  infected  places,  it 
emerges  as  pure  and  uncontaminated  as  it  entered;  thu6 
Christ  and  his  apostolic  followers,  although  they  con- 
verse and  treat  with  sinners,  do  not  partake  of  their  un- 
deanneas.  Hence,  no  one,  whose  duty  it  is  to  reclaim 
sinners,  ought  to  fear  the  danger  of  corruption,  if  he 
act  in  obedience  to  God,  and  follow  the  example  of 
Christ  and  his  apostles. 

III.  Consider.  3d.  Christ  says,  that  db  one  puts«i 
light  under  a bushel.  Thus  he  reprehends  those,  who 
do  not  employ  the  talents,  which  they  have  received,  in 
enlightening  their  neighbours,  but  bide  their  light,  from 
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pusillanimity  or  sloth.  They  ought  to  imitate  the  stars 
at  their  creation,  of  which  Baruch  speaks  in  the  sublim- 
est  strains.  They  were  called  by  the  Almighty,  says 
the  prophet,  and  they  said,  here  we  are,  and  with  cheer - 
fulness  they  have  shined  forth  to  him,  that  made  them, 
(3.  25.) 


On  Holy  Communion ♦ 

Consider  Chnst  fts  our  Propitiation* 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT . 

With  thee,  there  is  merciful  forgiveness:  and  by  reason  of 
thy  law,  I have  watted  for  thee,  O Lord. — [Ps.  cxxix.  4.) 

TENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Conceive  yourself  to  be  that  publi- 
can, who  is  mentioned  in  the  gospel  of  to-day:  for  in 
consequence  of  your  sins,  you  ought  to  deem  yourself 
unworthy  of  raising  up  your  eyes  to  heaven,  and  only 
deserving  of  the  privilege  of  striking  your*breast  and 
crying  out  continually,  O God  be  merciful  to  me  a sin* 
ner.  (Luk.  18.  13.)  Call  to  mind  the  sins  of  your 
past  life,  and  you  will  readily  discover,  with  what  great 
propriety  you  may  employ  the  publican’s  prayer; 

II.  Consider,  2d.  You  ought  to  deem  it  a motive  of 

great  confidence,  that  after  your  repeated  sins  and  trans- 
gressions, you  have  for  your  advocate  the  Judge’s  Son* 
and  besides,  that  Christ  himself  is  your  propitiation.  For, 
he  ia  the  propitiation  for  our  sins,  and  not  for  ours 
only,  but  also,  for  those  of  the  whole  world . (1.  Jno. 

2.  2.)  Although  he  be  always  and  every  where  mercfc 
ful,  yet  he  is  never  more  so,  than  in  the  holy  eucharist, 
m which,  in  order  that  he  might  be  more  propitious  fo 
us,  he  condescends  to  be  incorporated  with  us.  That 
which  covered  the  ark  of  the  covenant  in  the  old  law* 
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was  called  the  propitiatory;  with  much  more  reason, 
therefore,  may  the  eucharist  claim  that  name,  for  it  con- 
tains and  conceals  the  living  ark  of  the  true  covenant 
between  God  and  man. 

. 111.  Consider,  3d.  The  Jews  were  forbidden  to  do 
any  servile  work  on  the  day  of  propitiation.  You  shall 
do  no  servile  work , in  the  time  of  this  dayy  because  it  is 
a day  of  propitiation . (Lev.  23.  28.)  Sm  is  properly 
a servile  work.  Ament  Amen,  I say  unto  you,  that  who- 
soever commit teth  am,  is  the  servant  qf  sin . (Jno.  8. 
34.)  Abstain,  therefore,  from  sin,  even  from  the  least 
fruit,  especially  on  days  of  communion;  say  to  your  Lord, 
when  he  enters  your  soul,  For  thy  name  sake , O Lord , 
thou  wilt  pardon  my  sin , for  it  is  great . (Ps.  24.  11.) 


On  the  Lord’ 8 Prayer. 

PART  FIRST. 

t • , 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  As  a perfect  master  of  spiritual 
Mfe,  Christ,  whilst  he  was  teaching  on  the  mountain,  did 
not  omit  to  inform  his  disciples,  how  they  ought  to  pray. 
The  prayer,  which  he  taught  them,  we  repeat  daily;  and 
in  consequence  of  this,  and  because  it  is  the  best  of  all 
prayers,  since  God  is  its  author,  we  shall  do  well  to  pon- 
der each  word  of  this  important  document.  To  pray 
well  is  an  object  of  vital  concern  in  a spiritual  life. 

Qur  Father , who  art  in  heaven.  (Mat.  6.  9.)  In 
the  Old  Testament,  God  was  generally  called  the  Lord, 
but  in  the  new  law,  he  is  pleased  to  be  called  our  Fa- 
ther, and  even  by  his  own  vassals.  He  is  our  Father 
by  the  titles  of  creation,  of  preservation  and  adoption. 
Take  care,  then,  that  you  prove  yourself  to  be  worthy 
of  such  a Father.  You  are  taught  to  say,  our  Father 
and  .not  my  Father,  because  you  must  acknowledge 
that  God  is  the  universal  Father  oi  all;  that  every  one  is 
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your  brother,  and  that  you  ought  to  love  every  one.  This? 
Father  of  ours  h in  heaven , as  in  the  seat  of  his  majes- 
ty, (though  he  be  actually  every  where  present)  in  order 
that  you  may  always  raise  your  thoughts  to  heaven,  as 
to  your  native  country  and  ultimate  destination.  * 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Hallowed  be  thy  name.  We  ought 
to  seek,  in  the  first  place,  and  in  all  our  actions,  the 
honour  and  glory  of  God,  and  do  all  that  we  can,  to  in* 
duce  mankind  tef  honour  and  worship  him.  We  must 
begin  with  ourselves:  we  must  love  him  and  glorify  him 
by  the  sanctity  of  our  lives.  Often  excite,  therefore, 
these  affections  in  yourselves,  and  say  with  the  seraphim, 
Holy^  holy , holy  Lord  God  of  hoot a,  (Is.  6^  30.)  rad 
with  David,  not  to  usy  0 Lord , not  to  us,  but  to  thy 
name,  give  glory.  {Ps.  113.  9.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Thy  kingdom  come . By  this  pe- 
tition we  pray,  that  his  kingdom  may  be.  increased 
in  this  world  by  his  grace,  and  in  the  next  by  his  glory. 
God  reigns  in  the  souls  of  his  just,  by  his  grace, 
according  to  the  expression  of  the  Saints  in  the  Apoca- 
lypse, thou  hast  Hade  us  to  our  God  a kingdom 
(5.  10.)  Examine  whether  God  or  the  world  reign  in 
your  soul. 


On  the  Lori’ 8 Prayer. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

a 

1.  Consider,  1st.  Thy  will  be  doney  on  earth  as  it  is 
in  heaven . The  will  of  God  displays  itself  in  two  differ- 
ent ways,  viz.  by  counsel  and  by  precept.  By  this  pe- 
tition, then,  we  pray,  that  all,  whom  he  Galls  to  a reli- 
gious state  of  life,  may  obey  his  counsels,  and  holy  in- 
spirations, and  that  every  one  may  observe  his  com- 
mandments. Give  us  this  dayy  our  daily  bread . By 
this  we  pray  for  both  corporal  and  spiritual  food,  but 
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particularly  for  the  latter,  because  by  it  the  soul  is  pre- 
served from  spiritual  death.  Man  liveth  not  by  bread 
alone , but  by  every  word , that  firoceedeth  out  of  the 
* mouth  of  God . (Mat.  4.  4.)  As  you  take  corporal 
pfood  every  day,  so  ought  you  to  pray  for  dailj^piritual 
pfood. 

II.  Considej,  2d.  And  forgive  ub  our  trespasses  as 
we  forgive  them,  that  tresfiaes  against  us . You  must 
first  forgive  those,  who  have  in  any  way  offended  you, 
before  you  can  expect  food’s  forgiveness  of  your 
offences.  You  are  infinitely  indebted  to  God,  and  in 
comparison  to  your  offences  committed  against  him, 
your  brothers’  injuries  against  you  are  less  than  trifles* 
Forgive,  therefore,  the  less  debt,  that  the  greater 
may  be  remitted.  Forgive , and  you  shall  be  forgiven. 
(Luk.  6.  37.) 

III.  Consider, <3d.  And  lead  us  mot  into  temptation , 
but  deliver  us  from  evil , Amen . By  this  we  pray  that 
we  may  have  efficacious  grace  to  surmount  every  temp- 
tation. It  is  not  in  the  dispensation  of  Providence,  that 
we  should  never  be  assailed  with  temptations,  for  our  vir- « 
tue  must  be  tried  and  improved;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  re- 
sist them,  and  overcome  them.  By  the  last  words  we 
pray,  that  we  may  be  delivered  both  from  the  guilt  and 
punishment  of  sin,  from  all  evil,  present  and  to  come,  and 
ultimately,  that  we  may  enjoy  everlasting  happiness  in 
the  next  life.  Remember  the  purport  of  this  divine 
prayer  whenever  you  pronounce  it. 


On  the  other  Lessons,  which  Christ  gave  on  the 
* mountain. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  his  sermon  on  the  mount,  Christ 
speaks  in  the  most  emphatical  language  against  enmity 
to  our  brethren.  (Mat.  5 Sc  6.)  There  are  three  de- 
gress of  anger;  the  first  is  of  thought,  the  second  of  word, 
♦ Hh 
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and  the  third  of  action.  Reflect  on  the  evils,  which  are 
the  consequences  of  anger.  It  blinds  reason,  it  expo- 
ses man  to  grievous  crimes,  and  ultimately  to  the  pun- 
ishments of  hell.  Examine  yourself  on  this  very  impor- 
tant subjoDt,  and  reform  what  ought  to  be  corrected.  ; 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  this  memorable  discourse  our  di- 
vine legislator  forbids  us  to  swear.  Let  your  speech  be, 
yea , yea , and  no,  no.  (Mat.  5.  37.)  Thehabit  of  swear- 
ing, and  of  every  thing,  which  approaches  this  vice, 
is  detestable  in  the  sight  of  God.  It  is  unworthy  of  the 
man,  who  believes  in  the  existence  of  God,  and  much 
more  of  the  Christian.  A man  that  sweareth  much , 
ahall  be  filled  with  iniquity , and  a scourge  shall  not  de- 
part from  his  house.  (Eccles.  23.  13.)  Examine  wheth- 
er you  speak  of  God,  and  things  that  belong  to  God, 
with  respect  and  veneration ; if  you  be  guilty,  you  do 
not  love  God  as  you  ought. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Take  heed , that  you  do  not  your 
justice  before  men,  that  you  may  be  seen  by  them . 
(Mat.  6.  1.)  Our  divine  teacher  wishes  us  to  avoid 
vain-glory,  and  not  to  pride  ourselves  on  our  own  good 
works.  If  we  do,  we  shall  receive  no  reward  in  heaven. 
Let  your  light  so  shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father,  who  is  in 
heaven . {&lat  5.  16.)  You  must  not,  however,  per- 
form virtumis  actions  from  the  exclusive  motive  of  edi- 
fying your  brethren.  St.  Gregory  gives  us  excellent 
directions  on  this  subject,  when  he  says,  Let  your  ac- 
tions be  so  performed  in  public,  that  the  intention,  by 
which  you  wish  to  please  God  alone , be  kept  in  private . 
(Horn.  11.  in  Evan.) 


Digitized  by  Go  ' s 


AFTER  PENTECOST. 


875 


Christ  sends  his  Apostles  to  Preach. 
(Mat.  10.  Link.  10 .) 

PART  FIRST. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  Redeemer  beholding  the  spir- 
itual distresses  of  the  Israelites,  told  his  apostles,  The 
harvesty  indeed  is  greaty  but  the  labourers  are  few . 
Pray  yey  thereforey  the  Lord  of  the  harvesty  that  he  send 
labourers  into  his  harvest.  (Luk.*  10.  2.)  The  elect 
constitute  the  harvest  of  the  Lord;  these  expect  the 
preaching  of  his  gospel,  and  the  benefit  of  his  sacraments. 
There  are  many  of  these  in  this  country,  for  whose  wel- 
fare you  ought  to  be  concerned.  Pray  at  least,  that  God 
may  send  zealous  workmen  into  this  vineyard,  and  such 
as  are  calculated  to  reap  much  fruit.  According  to 
your  state  and  condition ; spare  no  pains  in  promoting 
the  salvation  of 'souls.  4<  Of  all  divine  occupations  it  is 
the  most  divine,  to  co-operate  with  God  for  the  salvation 
of  souls.” 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  sent  his  disciples  two  and 
twoy  (Sup.)  to  recommend  that  charity,  which  ought  to 
exist  among  ministers  of  the  gospel.  A brother  that  is 
helped  by  his  brother  is  like  a strong  city.  (Prov.  1 8. 
19).  Reflect  how  necessary  this  union  is  among  those, 
who  are  engaged  in  assisting  their  neighbours.  What 
one  collects,  another  ought  not  to  scatter,  and  that  which 
one  builds  up,  another  ought  not  to  pull  down.  Excite 
yourself  to  an  universal  and  apostolical  charity  for  all 
mankind.  Observe  also,  that  these  workmen,  who  are 
to  be  employed  in  the  harvest,  are  to  be  called  and  sent, 
by  Christ  or  his  legitimate  authority,  and  not  to  in- 
trude themselves  into  it  without  authority,  or  by  their 
own  private  act. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  gives  four  commands  to  his ' 
disciples,  whom  ne  sends  to  preach  his  gospel.  1st.  He 
takes  away  from  them  every  excuse  for  avarice.  Gratis 
you  have  received } gratis  give.  (Mat.  10. 8.)  2d.  He  or- 
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ders  them  to  avoid  superfluities.  Do  not  posse ss  gold , 
nor  silver,  nor  money  in  your  purses.  (Sup.)  3d.  In 
conveniences)  he  wishes  them  to  perfer  only  such  as 
are  necessary.  Carry  neither  purse , nor  scrips  nor 
shoes.  (Sup.)  4th.  Even  in  ordinary  necessaries  he, 
expresses  his  wish  that  they  should  confide  in  God  alone, 
and  feed  on  what  is  placed  before  them  without  seek- 
ing what  is  extraordinary  and  particular,.  eating  and 
drinking , such  things  as  they  have.  (Luk.  10.)  Me- 
ditate on  each  particular,  and  reflect  how  perfect  God 
wishes  his  servants  to  be. 


Christ  sends  his  Apostles  to  Preach. 

?A£T  SECOND. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Behold,  says  Christ*  I send  you  as 
sheep  in  the  midst  of  wolves.  (Mat.  10.  16.)  It  is 
certainly  an  unheard  of  kind  of  warfare,  that  sheep  should 
be  sent  to  combat  wolves.  How  true  it  is,  that  the  weak 
things  of  this  world  hath  God  chosen,  that  he  may  con - 
found  the  strong.  (1.  Cor.  1.  27.)  He,  moreover,  ad- 
monishes his  ministers  to  be  harmless  and  meek  as 
sheep,  not  returning  evil  for  evil,  but  employing  them- 
selves entirely  for  the  benefit  of  their  neignbours. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Be  ye,  therefore,  wise  as  serpents , 
and  simple  as  doves.  (Mat  Sup.)  Thus  he  wishes 
the  serpents  wisdom  to  be  united  with  the  simplicity  of 
the  dove  in  the  character  of  his  apostles.  He  requires 
that  they  should  be  prudent,  in  seizing  proper  occasions 
and  times  of  doing  good  to  our  neighbours ; simple, 
in  acting  with  sincerity  and  purity  of  intention  without 
double-dealing,  acrimony  or  malice.  Thy  eyes  are  as 
those  of  doves,  says  the  spouse  in  the  canticles,  that  is, 
pure  and  simple.  Let  these  be  the  model  of  your  rec- 
titude of  intention. 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  The  subjects,  on  which  Christ  or* 
ders  his  disciples  to  preach,  Going,  fireach,  saying, 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand ,•  and  going  forth,  they 
preached  that  they  should  do  penance  (Mat.  10.  7.  & 
Mark,  6.  12.)  Their  discourses  did  not  turn  on  vain, 
curious  or  trivial  matters,  but  on  subjects,  the  most  in- 
teresting in  a spiritual  point  of  view.  Such  ought  to  be 
the  endeavours,  and  such  the  method  of  preachidg,  of 
all  those,  who  are  entrusted  iyith  the  care  of  souls ; 
they  should  speak  inwardly  to  the  heart,  and  aim  at 
the  spiritual  profit  of  their  hearers,  and  not  preach 
themselves.  Let  your  applause,  says  St  Jerom,  be 
the  tears  of  your  auditory . (Nepot.) 


On  the  Disciples?  return  from  Preaching • 
SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  When  the  disciples  returned  from 
preaching,  they  felt,  as  the  holy  father’s  explain  the 
passage,  in  some  degree  touched  with  vain  glory,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  wonders,  which  they  had  performed. 
(SS.  Greg.  Hieron:  Cyp.)  Lord,  they  said  to  their 

. master,  the  devils  also  are  subject  to  us.  (Luk.  10. 
17.)  Observe,  how  subtle  a vice  is  vain-glory;  it  in$in* 
uated  itself  into  the  actions  even  of  the  apostles.  Guard 
against  it,  then,  and  remember,  that  its  danger  increases 
in  proportion  to  the  goodness  of  the  actions,  which  you 
perform. 

II . Consider,  2d.  Christ’s  reprehension,  I patv  satan 
as  lightning  falling  from  heaven.  (Luk.  10.  18.)  As 
satan  by  his  pride  and  ambition  fell  from  heaven,  so  do 
you  beware,  lest  the  same  vices  involve  you,  in  the  same 
ruin.  Do  you  also  learn  to  stand  in  fear,  and  “if  you 
stand,  take  care  lest  you  fall.”  Angels,  and  Apostles 
have  erred  through  pride  and  vain-gjory>  cpnaeqqently 
you  have  reason  to  fear* 
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in  - Consider,  3<J.  Rejoice  not  in  thio , that  sfiirits 
are  subject  to  you,  but  rejoice  in  this,  that  your  names 
are  written  in  heaven . (Ib.  20.)'  Solid  joy  can  only  be 
found  in  the  exercise  of  virtue,  and  in  the  hopes  of  eter- 
nal life,  and  not  even  in  special  powers  or  favours,  or 
miraculous  gifts.  These  ought  rather  to  increase  our 
caution,  and  fear  of  abusing  them,  than  inspire  vanity  or 
pride.  Learn,  therefore,  to  seek  contentment  of  mind 
in  heavenly  things  alone,  for  the  joys  of  this  world  are 
but  vain  and  fictitious.  The  joy s of  the  hypocrite, 
says  Job,  (and  remember  the  world  is  a hypocrite)  are 
but  for  a moment . (20.  5.)  Heavenly  joys  alone  are 
everlasting;  everlasting  joy  shall  be  ufion  their  heads , 
they  shall  obtain  joy  and  gladness ; and  sorrow  and 
mourning  shall  fee  away . (Is.  35.  10.) 


On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  giver  of  hearing  and  speech  to 
your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

O Lord,  thou  wilt  open  my  lips,  and  my  mouth  shall  declare 
thy  praise. — [Ps.  1. 17.] 

ELEVENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  the  gospel  of  to-day,  Christ  is  re- 
corded to  have  cured  a person,  who  was  deaf  and  dumb . 
(Mark.  7.  32.)  Consider  yourself  to  be  of  this  character 
in  a spiritual  point  of  view,  as  you  really  are,  if  you  be 
deaf  to  God’s  grace  and  silent  in  the  divine  praises. 
How  often  have  you  resisted  his  holy  inspirations,  ex- 
citing you  to  compunction,  patience,  humility  and,  in  m 
word,  to  perfection.  How  well  might  he  address  you, 
by  the  mouth  of  his  prophet,  I called , and  you  did  not 
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answer,  I spoke > and  you  did  not  hear . (Is.  65.  12.) 
Reflect,  also,  how  dumb  you  are  in  speaking  of  God, 
and  of  divine  things,  whilst  you  feel  that  much  fruit 
might  be  derived  both  by  you  and  others,  were  you  to 
engage  oftener  in  spiritual  conversation.  You  may 
truly  say  with  the  prophet,  but  in  a different  sense, 
I cannot  speak , for  I am  a child , (Jer.  1.  6.)  in  what 
regards  spiritual  matters. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  will  visit  you  in  the  eucharist 
to-day,  of  whom  it  is  said  in  the  gospel,  he  hath  made 
both  the  deaf  to  hear , and  the  dumb  to  speak,  (Mark, 
7.  37.)  If  he  did  this  in  a corporal  sense,  how  much 
more  willing  will  he  be  to  do  it  in  a spiritual  sense,  if 
you  be  prepared  to  receive  him.  He  will  open  your 
heart  to  hear  his  voice,  and  make  your  tongue  eloquent 
in  his  praises  to  the  edification  of  others.  The  Lord 
hath  given  me  a learned  tongue , that  I should  know 
how  to  uphold  by  word  him,  that  is  weary.  In  the 
morning  he  wakeneth  my  ear,  that  I may  hear  him  as 
a master . (Is.  50.  4.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  preparations  necessary  for 

receiving  this  guest  are,  1st.  Frequent  prayer,  for  the 
disciples  in  the  gospel  of  to-day,  besought  him  to  lay 
his  hands  upon  them,  (Sup.)  2d.  Retirement  from 
the  noise  and  bustle  of  the  world,  for  Christ  did  not  cure 
the  dumb-man,  until  he  had  taken  him  aside  from  the 
crowd,  (Sup.  33.)  3d.  Humility,  for  wisdom  openeth 

the  mouth  of  the  dumb , and  makes  the  tongues  of  in- 
fants eloquent,  (Wis.  10.  21.)  Be,  therefore,  an  infant, 
that  is,  without  deceit  and  little  in  your  eyes,  in  order 
that  you  may  deserve  to  be  rendered  eloquent  in  the 
praises  of  your  Lord. 
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On  St.  John’s  Message  to  Christ. 

PART  FIRST.’ 

MONDAY. 

* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  John  heard  in  prison  the  works  q/* 
Christ . (Mat.  11.2.)  Ponder  the  admirable  courage 
of  this  precursor  of  the  Messias.  He  was  not  afraid  of 
publicly  reprehending  the  impious  marriage  of  the 
wicked  king,  but  preferred  chains,  and  prison,  and 
death  itself  to  the  weakness  of  dissembling  or  betraying 
the  truth.  Such  ought  to  be  the  character  of  all  good 
Christians,  particularly  of  apostolical  men.  They  ought 
to  be  full  of  zeal  for  the  cause  of  God,  to  be  constant 
and  firm  in  asserting  his  rights,  and  they  ought  not  to 
know  how  to  yield  either  to  threats  or  flattery. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  John  being  in  prison,  *sent  two  of 
his  disciples  to  ask  of  Christ,  Art  thou  he , that  art  to 
come ? ^Sup.)  The  Baptist  did  not  himself  doubt  whe- 
ther Christ  was  the  Messias,  but  he  wished  his  disciples 
to  be  confirmed  in  their  faith.  Charity  always  seeks  the 
advantage  of  others.  Bo  you,  on  your  part,  rejoice  and 
give  thanks  to  God,  for  his  having  long  ago  come 
amongst  us,  and  not  having  held  the  world  any  longer 
in  suspense.  Be  grateful  for  the  benefits  resulting  from 
his  incarnation. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  To  this  question  Christ  answers, 
Go  and  relate  to  John , what  you  have  heard  and  seen: 
The  blind  see , the  lame  walk , the  lepers  are  cleansed , 
the  deaf  hear9  the  dead  rise  again , the  poor  have  the 
gospel  preached  to  them . (Sup.)  Christ  does  hot  in 
express  terms  declare  that  he  is  die  Messias,  to  avoid 
even  the  shadow  of  boasting,  but  proves  it  from  his 
works.  Louder , says  St.  Bernard,  is  the  sound  qf 
works , than  qf  words.  (Ser.  55.  in  Cant.)  It  is  your 
duty  to  prove  yourself  to  be  a good  Christian,  and  a 
follower  of  Jesus  Christ  in  your  proper  state  of  life, 
whatever  it  may  be,  not  by  words,  but  by  actions.  Profes- 
sions are  easily  made,  but  they  are  of  no  avail  unless 
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they  be  supported  by  corresponding  deeds.  Let  her 
worka,  says  the  wise  man  of  the  virtuous  woman,  firaiae 
her.  (Prov.  31.  31.)  Besides,  since  Christ  has  been 
so  liberal  in  bestowing  corporal  favours,  as  sight  to  the 
blind,  hearing  to  the  deaf,  and  the  like,  you  have  every 
reason  to  hope  for  spiritual  benefits  from  him. 


On  St.  John9 a Message  to  Christ. 

PART  SECOND* 

TUESDAY* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  the  disciples  of  St.  John, 
had  left  Christ,  he  began  to  speak  in  commendation  of 
their  Master.  He  praised  his  constancy  in  virtue;  he 
said,  that  he  was  not  like  a reed  tossed  and  bent  in  every 
direction,  by  the  wind,  in  consequence  of  lightness  and 
weakness,  but  solidly  virtuous.  Examine  yourself  se- 
riously, whether  this  be  your  character,  or  whether  like 
a reed  you  be  easily  shaken,  by  the  breath  of  men,  in 
your  good  purposes,  and  without  the  substance  of  solid 
virtue,  to  support  your  outward  appearance  of  religion. 
External  appearances  of  virtue,  without  the  substance, 
is  sacrilegious  mockery: 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  Baptist  is  also  commended 
for  the  austerity  of  his  life,  and  that  he  was  not  clothed  in 
eqft  garmente.  (Mat.  11.  8.)  If  you  desire  to  merit 
the  approbation  ot  Christ,  you  must  divest  yourself  of  all 
superfluities  in  what  regards  your  body.  He  is  denom- 
inated by  Christ  an  angel , both  in  relation  to  his  office 
and  to  the  purity  of  his  life.  Endeavour  to  imitate  him 
in  his  angelical  behaviour,  and  incomparable  purity  of 
life. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Upon  this  occasion  Christ  says, 
w the  kingdom  of  heaven  suffers  violence,  and  the  vio- 
lent bear  it  away.”  Reflect  how  true  was  this  expres- 
sion in  regard  to  St.  John,  the  martyrs,  and  in  a word, 
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all  the  saints.  There  are  two  descriptions  of  Christian 
violence,  one  exterior,  and  the  other  interior.  Both  are 
necessary  for  a virtuous  life.  The  first  curbs  the  sen- 
ses, the  second  brings  under  proper  restraint,  die  evaga- 
tions  of  the  imagination  and  the  irregular  desires  of  the 
will.  With  good  reason,  St.  Jerom  observes,  In  pro - 
portion  as  you  offer  violence  to  yourse\fy  in  the  same 
proportion  will  you  advance . (Apud  Rodrig.  Part  2. 
Tract  1.  c.  5.)  Examine  your  conduct  accurately  on 
this  point. 


On  the  Martyrdom  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Herod  made  a supper  for  his  birth 
day  for  the  princes.  (Mark,  6.  21.)  Worldly  men 
place  their  happiness  in  the  enjoyments  of  this  mortal 
life,  which  however  passes  away  like  a shadow.  In  op- 
position to  this  the  holy  spirit  exclaims,  the  day  of  death 
is  better , than  the  day  of  ones  birth . (Eccles.  7.  2.) 
The  day  of  our  birth  introduces  us  into  a world  of  misery 
and  woe,  but  the  day  of  our  death,  if  we  have  spent  life 
well,  unites  us  to  God  himself.  Constantly,  therefore, 
fix  your  attention  on  your  last  ihoment,  and  prepare  for 
it  in  all  your  actions.  Remember  your  last  end  and  you 
will  never  sin. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  During  the  festive  revelling  of 
that  night,  the  head  of  a most  innocent  and  holy  man 
was  asked  for  and  granted.  Observe,  to  what  crimes, 
riot  and  luxury,  hurry  their  votaries!  Hence,  the  wise 
man  says,  Be  not  in  the  feasts  of  great  drinkers . 
(Prov.  23.  20.)  Herod  fell  into  the  precipice  of  immo- 
rality and  cruelty,  because  he  would  not  listen  to  the 
words  of  St.  John,  which  signifies  grace.  Beware, 
therefore,  lest  you  expose  yourself  to  the  same  ruin,  by 
resisting  God’s  holy  grace  and  inspirations.  Thou  that 
despisest,  shalt  not  thou  thyself  be  despised , (Is  33.  I.) 
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MI.  Consider,  3d.  St  John  received  his  sentence  of 
death  with  great  joy,  and  with  equal  constancy  submit- 
ted to  the  stroke,  which  separated  his  head  from  his 
body.  His  soul  then  winged  her  flight  into  the  bosom 
of  Abraham.  Precious  in  the  sight  qf  the  Lord , is  the 
death  qf  the  just.  (Ps.  115.  6.)  Entreat  God,  that 
you  may  die  the  death  of  the  just,  and  by  that  means 
secure  a short  and  easy  passage  to  heaven.  Offer  your- 
self frequently  to  God,  and*  be  willing  to  endure  every 
pain,  and  even  the  loss  of  life,  and  all  its  goods,  in  his 
holy  service.  Imitate  the  example  of  so  many  glorious 
martyrs,  who  have  died  for  their  faith,  by  continually  prac- 
tising virtue,  by  being  constant  in  your  faith  and  in  the 
exercise  of  your  religious  duties. 


On  the  Five  Thousand , who  were  fed  in  the 
Desert. 

PART  FIRST. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  How  great  was  the  multitude  that 
followed  Christ  into  the  desert,  led  thither  by  the  fame 
of  his  miracles  and  doctrine.  He  had  comfiassion  on 
them , and  he  began  to  teach  them  many  things . (Mark, 
6.  34.)  He  first  gives  them  spiritual  food,  and  then 
’corporal  nourishment.  You  must  retire  into  the  wilder- 
ness, that  is,  you  must  leave  «the  noise  and  folly  of  the 
world,  and  form  a solitude  in  your  own  heart,  if  you 
wish  to  receive  the  spiritual  food  of  our  Lord.  I will 
lead  her  into  the  wilderness , and  I will  sfieak  to  her 
heart , says  God  of  a faithful  soul.  Observe,  also,  the 
charitable  care  of  the  Apostles  for  the  people,  send 
away  the  multitudes , they  say,  that  going  into  the  town+ 
they  may  buy  themselves  victuals.  (Mat.  14.  15.) 
Although  the  request  proceeded  from  a principle  of 
chanty  in  the  Apostles,  their  master  had  already  deter- 


* 


Digitized  by  Google 


384 


ELEVENTH  WEEK 


mined  to  surpass  it,  and  to  give  a still  brighter  exam- 
ple of  that  queen  of  virtues. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  having  asked  his  disciples, 
what  food  they  had  to  set  before  the  people;  they 
answered,  we  have  here  but  Jive  loaves  and  two  fishes. 
(Ib.  v.  1 7.)  These  were  all  the  provisions,  that  the 
college  of  the  Apostles  possessed;  a few  loaves  and  two 
fishes,  although  they  themselves  were  fishermen.  Ob- 
serve, bow  promptly  they  4teclare  what  food  they  had, 
without  making  any  allusion  to  their  own  wants,  or  to 
the  impossibility  of  procuring  food  in  the  desert.  Learn, 
hence,  to  be  kind  and  charitable  to  others  and  remem- 
ber the  command  recorded  in  the  book  of  Tobias.  Ac- 
cording to  thy  ability  be  merciful . (4.  8.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  order,  in  which  the  miracle 
was  performed.  When  the  loaves  were  brought,  Christ 
commanded  “ the  multitude  to  sit  down  on  the  grass.” 
He  raises  his  eyes  to  heaven,  blesses  the  loaves  and 
fishes  and  commands  his  disciples  to  distribute  them. 
In  the  same  manner  ought  you  to  look  up  to  heaven, 
before  you  enjoy  the  benefits  of  God,  “ who  opens  his 
hands  and  fills  every  creature  with  benediction.”  Hence, 
the  virtuous  and  rational  custom  of  saying  grace  before 
meals.  Every  thing  that  we  enjoy,  comes  from  God, 
and  every  action  that  we  perform  ought  to  be  done, 
with  a feeling  that  we  are  in  the  sight  of  God.  Hence, 
royal  JDavid,  sings,  Let  the  just  feast  and  rejoice  before 
God.  (Ps.  67.  4.) 


On  the  Five  Thousand,  who  were  fed  in  the 
Desert. 

PART  SECOND. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  loaves  by  the  power  of  God, 
were  multiplied  in  the  hands  of  the  disciples,  so  that 
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although,  they  were  continually  distributing  the  bread, 
they  always  found  sufficient  remaining.  In  the  same 
manner,  by  the  prayers  of  Elias,  neither  meal  nor  oil 
was  wanting,  although  the  present  provision  was  daily 
spent.  Who  would  not  willingly  serve  so  bountiful  and 
powerful  a Lord,  who  can  furnish  a tabic  in  the  wilder - 
nessy  (Vid.  Ps.  77.  19.)  and  who  can  enable  you  to 
suck  honey  out  of  the  rocky  and  oil  out  of  the  hardest 
stone . (Deut  32.  13.)  He  will  never  suffer  those  to 
want,  who  trust  in  him. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  they  did  all  eatr  and  were 
filled . (Mat.  14.  20.)  The  delights  of  this  world  may 
please  and  even  fascinate  us  for  a time,  but  they  can 
never  fill  “ the  cravings  of  our  immortal  soul.”  The 
capacity  of  this  immortal  soul  is  greater,  than  can  be 
filled  with  any  thing  earthly  and  transitory.  Being  it- 
self immortal,  it  can  only  be  ultimately  satisfied  with 
imperishable  goods.  Christ  alone  can  satisfy  it.  Hence 
the  prophet  asks,  why  do  you  8 fiend  money  for  thaty 
which  is  not  bready  and  your  labour  for  thaty  which 
doth  not  satisfy  you . (Is.  55.  22.)  Approach  there- 
fore to  Christ,  in  order  that  you  may  be  filled. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  After  all  had  been  fed,  Christ  or- 
dered his  apostles  to  collect,  what  remained;  and  they 
collected  more  than  had  been  originally  distributed,  viz. 
twelve  baskets-fv.ll  of  fragments.  (Sup.)  Thus  God  is 
accustomed  to  reward  the  charity  of  his  servants,  and  to 
he  liberal  to  the  liberal.  He  that  hath  mercy  on  the 
fioory  lendeth  to  the  Lordy  and  he  will  refiay  him . 
(Prov.  19.  17.)  Give  therefore,  to  your  brother,  good 
fneasurey  pressed  downy  and  shaken  together , and  run- 
ning overy  in  order  that  you  may  receive  the  like  into 
your  bosom.  (Luk.  6.  38.) 
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Christ  flies,  in  order  to  avoid  being  made  King. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then  those  men , when  they  had 
been  what  a miracle  Jesus  had  done , said,  this  is  the 
prophet  indeed.  (Jno.  6.  14.)  They  were  astonished 
at  the  prodigious  multiplication  of  the  loaves  and  fishes, 
and  therefore,  resolved  to  make  Christ  their  king.  God 
performs  greater  miracles  than  this  every  day,  by  rais- 
ing harvests  from  a few  grains  of  corn,  and  thus  support- 
ing all  living  creatures.  Why  then  do  we  not  make 
him  the  king  of  oar  hearts,  and  obey  him  in  all  things? 
Why  do  we  not  address  him,  thou  art  thyself  my  king 
and  my  God.  (Ps.  43.  5.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  Jesus  therefore  perceived , 
that  they  would  come  to  take  him  by  forcey  and  make 
him  king , he  fled  into  the  mountain  himself  alone . 
(Jno.  6.  15.)  Sovereignty  was  due  to  Christ,  because 
he  was  the  Son  of  God ; it  was  due  to  his  merits,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  benefits,  which  he  had  bestowed  on 
mankind;  but  he  refused  to  accept  of  it,  and  when  there 
was  any  question  concerning  it,  he  fled  away  and  hid 
himself.  How  few  are  there  now  in  the  world  who 
would  closely  follow  Christ’s  example,  on  a similar  oc- 
casion. By  his  example  Christ  wishes  to  teach  us  to  fiy 
from  honors,  and  to  court  humility.  Examine  your 
conscience  on  this  point,  and  see  whether  you  do  not 
rather  seek  after  such  occupations  as  are  attended  with 
lustre  and  reputation,  than  follow  the  humble  example 
of  your  Lord  and  master.  See  whether  you  do  not  at 
least  prefer  yourself,  to  your  companions  or  neighbours. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  St.  Matthew  writes  of  Christ  on 
this  occasion,  He  went  up  into  the  mountain  alonet  to 
pray.  (14.  23.)  He  thus  teaches  us  to  have  Recourse 
to  prayer  when  we  are  tempted  by  pride  or  ambition. 
It  was  his  usual  custom  to  retire  from  society  to  pray 
alone,  not  that  he  stood  in  need  of  prayer,  as  we  do,  since 
he  always  beheld  the  face  of  God  by  the  beatific  vision, 
but  he  wished  to  give  us  example.  Imitate  him  there* 


Digitized  by  Google 


AFTER  PENTECOST. 


m 


fore,  and  join  together  the  active  and  the  contemplative 
life,  as  he  did.  Let  nothings  says  Ecclesiasticus,  hinder 
thee  to  pray  always.  (18.  22.) 


On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  good  Samaritan. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

The  Lord  shall  bind  up  the  wounds  of  his  people,  and  shall 
heal  the  stroke  of  the  wound. — [Is.  xxx.  26.] 

TWELFTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

* • • • 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  read  in  the  gospel  of  to-day, 
that  a traveller  foil  among  thieves;  that  they  wounded 
him,  and  left  him  half-dead;  and  that  a Samaritan  past 
by  and  bound  up  his  wounds.  (Luk.  10.  30.)  By  this 
man,  our  first  parent  Adam  is  represented;  the  thieves 
are  the  infernal  spirits,  who  by  inducing  him  to  commit 
original  sin,  despoiled  him,  and  in*  him  all  mankind,  ef 
all  grace  and  other  free  gifts,  mid  wounded  him  as 
divines  teach,  in  all  his  natural  faculties.  The  four 
wounds  of  our  nature  are,  according  to  St.  Thomas, 
ignorance  in  the  understanding,  malice  in  the  will,  weak- 
ness in  the  irrascibie  power,  and  unlawful  concupiscence 
in  the  concupiscible  power.  Such  is  the  condition  of 
all  the  descendants  oi  Adam. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  pious  Samaritan  will  visit 
you  to-day,  in  the  holy  eucharist,  to  bind  up  your 
woundsf  and  to  heal  you.  He  will  pour  into  them, 
vtihe  springing  forth  virgins , (Zac.  9.  17.)  and  the  oil 
of  his  mercy,  with  which  he  comforts  sinners.  He 
will  apply  his  own  precious  flesh  to  your  wounds,  and 
unless  you  oppose  an  impediment;  he  will  enlighten 
your  understanding,  as  the  eyes  of  Joiiathas  were 
enlightened  (1.  Kings,  14.  27.)  with  the  honey?  which 
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he  took.  He  will  rectify  your  will,  as  the  lips  of  lsaias 
were  purified  by  thecoal,  taken  from  the  altar.  He  will 
strengthen  you  to  proceed  in  the  service  of  God,  as 
Elias  was  strengthen,  with  the  bread,  which  enabled 
him  to  walk  to  the  mountain  of  God,  Horeb.  Lastly, 
he  will  temper  the  heat  of  concupiscence,  like  the  man- 
na, which  lay,  tike  unto  the  hoar  frost  on  the  ground . 
(Ex.  16.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  ardently  you  ought  to  wish 
for  the  hour,  in  which  this  kind  Samaritan  will  visit  you. 
Say,  in  your  zeal  for  the  happy  moment,  O that  thou 
wouldst  rend  the  heavens , and  wouldst  come  down; 
(Is.  64.  1.)  and  with  the  prophet  Jeremias,  Heal  me , 0 
Lord,  and  I shall  be  healed  ; save  me,  and  I shall  he 
saved . (17.  14.) 


Christ  appeases  the  Tempest. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Christ  embarked  with  his  disciples 
in  a vessel,  in  order  to  cross  tile  lake,  and  he  was  in  the 
hinder  part  qf  the  ship  sleeping  on  a pillow . (Mark,  4. 
38.  vid.  Mat.  &.  Luk.  8.)  Christ  sleeps,  in  order  to 
show  us  that  he  was  subject  to  human  infirmities.  In 
the  mean  time,  a storm  rises,  the  boat  is  in  danger,  and 
the  apostles  are  alarmed.  Thus,  God  frequently  per- 
mits us  to  be  harrassed  with  temptations,  and  almost 
overwhelmed,  whilst  he  in  the  mean  time  seems  to  sleep 
and  leave  us  to  ourselves,  by  delaying  to  give  his  parti- 
cular assistance.  He  acts  thus,  in  order  to  teach  us  hu- 
mility, and  to  force  us  to  implore  his  assistance  with 
more  fervour. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  disciples  considering  them- 
selves in  danger,  came  to  him  and  awakened  him , say- 
ing, Lord,  save  us,  we  perish,  and  Master,  doth  it  not  ' 
eoncem  thee,  that  we  perish?  (Mai*,  sup.  Mat.  8.  25.) 
Such  ought  to  be  our  filial  confidence  in  God  during  the 
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hour  of  trial;  we  ought  to  say  with  David,  Arise,  why 
steepest  thou , O Lord ; arise , and  cast  us  not  off  to  the 
end.  (Ps.  43.  23.)  When  Christ  was  awakened,  be  re- 
prehends his  disciples  for  their  want  of  faith  m him.*— 
Examine  if  you  have  not  given  him  equal  reason  for 
reprehension. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Then  rising'  up,  Christ  com- 
manded the  winds  and  the  sea;  and  there  came  a great 
calm.  (Mat.  8.  26.)  Thus,  God’s  dominion  extends 
over  all  creators,  and  even  irrational  nature  obeys  him. 
Man  alone  is  refractory  and  disobedient  to  his  com- 
mands, and  obstinately  deaf  to  his  counsels.  Reflect, 
that  you  among  others  have  acted  in  this  manner; 
resolve  to  correct  your  conduct,  and  to-day,  if  you 
should  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  your  hearts . (Ps 

94.  9.) 

* * 


Christ  walks  an  the  Water. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Forthwith,  Jesus  obliged  his  dis- 
ciples, to  get  up  into  the  ship,  and  to  go  bef  ore  him  over 
the  water;  he  went  up  into  a mountain  alone  to  pray. 
(Mat.  14.  22.)  Another  tempest  arose,  and  the  ship  in 
the  midst  of  the  sea,  was  tossed  with  the  waves,  (lb. 
24.)  and  they  laboured  in  rowing.  (Mark.  6.  48.) 
Thus  as  long  as  we  exist  in  this  world,  we  are  repeat- 
edly exposed  to  temptations,  which  we  must  not  neglect, 
but  use  all  our  endeavours  to  overcome,  by  having 
recourse  to  the  spiritual  arms  of  prayer  and  recollec- 
tion. At  last,  Christ  came  to  his  disciples,  walk- 
ing over  the  sea,  to  convince  them  of  his  power.  He 
Is  always  at  hand  to  assist  us,  and  to  perform  the 
character  of  a helper,  in  due  time,  in  tribulation.  (p*. 
9.  10.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  disciples  seeing  him  walking 
on  the  waters,  exclaimed,  U U an  qflftaritton.  (Mat. 

I i 2 
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14.  26.)  It  too  frequently  happens,  that  men  consider 
Christ  as  a mere  apparition,  and,  interior  inspirations  the 
mere  effects  of  a melancholy  disposition,  and  solid  vir- 
tue, nothing  but  idle  superstition  and  weakness  of 
mind.  Others  consider  then*  own  crude  imaginations, 
the  effect  of  Christ’s  presence;  believe  their  foolish  ideas 
are  revelations;  that  their  passions  are  virtues;  that  their 
anger  and  malice  are  zeal;  and  seek  their  own  private  in- 
terest, under  the  cover  of  the  greater  glory  of  Qod. 
The  virtuous  soul  avoids  both  extreme*  and  follows  the 
counsel  of  the  apostle,  Believe  not  every  spirit  ^ but  try 
the  spirits^  whether  they  be  qf  God . ( 1 . Ep.  Jno.  4.  1.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words  of  Christ,  it  i*  I,  be 
not  afraid . (Mat.  Sup.)  It  is  I,  who  so  lately  fed  five, 
thousand  in  the  wilderness.  It  is  I,  who  appeased  a 
similar  tempest.  It  is  I,  who  command  the  stormy 
winds  and  the  raging  sea.  It  is  I,  who  am  now  walking^ 
on  that  untractable  element.  Be  not,  therefore,  afraid. 
Hear  him  address  the  same  language  to  you,  when  you 
are  assaulted  by  temptation,  and  rejoice,  that  you  have  a 
helper  so  powerful,  as  he  is,  and  a refuge  in  all  your  dis- 
tresses and  miseries. 


St.  Peter  waXks  an  the  Water. 

WEDNESDAY. 

1.  Consider,  1st.  As  soon  as  St.  Peter  understood 
that  it  was  Christ  who  was  walking  on  the  water,  his 
fervour  was  immediately  inflamed,  and  he  felt  an  ardent 
desire  of  being  with  him.  Lord  if  it  be  thou+  he  exclaims, 
bid  me  come  to  theey  upon  the  waters.  (Mat.  14.  38.) 
A true  lover  cannot  bear  to  be  separated  from  the  object 
of  his  love,  and  overcomes  every  difficulty  and  every 
danger  that  prevent  their  mutual  communication.  We 
may  readily  apply  to  St.  Peter  on  this  occasion,  the  words 
of  the  canticles,  Many  waters , cannot  quench  charity , 
neither  can  • the  foods  drown  it . (8.  7.)  Examine 
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whether  your  love  of  God  be  of  this  character,  or  whe- 
ther you  do  not  rather  suffer  yourself  to  be  withdrawn 
from  his  service,  when  the  least  difficulty  presents 
itself. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  St.  Peter  was  told  to 
come,  he  immediately  threw  himself  into  the  sea:  But 
teeing  the  wind  strong  he  was  afraid , and  when  he 
began  to  sink , he  cried  out  sayings  Lord  save  me. 
(Mat.  14.  30.)  Thus  God  sometimes  permits  us  al- 
most to  sink  under  our  temptations,  in  order  that  we 
may  be  induced  to  call  upon  him  with  increased  fervour. 
At  length  he  stretches  out  his  hand  to  Peter,  and  would 
not  suffer  him  to  sink.  So  he  will  act  towards  us,  accor- 
dflig  to  die  psalmist,  When  he  shall  fall,  he  shall  not  be 
bruised,  for  the  Lord  putteth  his- hand  under  him.  (Ps. 
36.  24.)  And,  he  sent  from  on  high  and  took  me,  and 
received  me  out  if  many  waters.  (Ps.  17.  17.) 

III. *  Consider,  3d.  The  mystical  sense  of  walking  on 
the  sea.  The  world  is0like  a sea,  says  St.  Augustine, 
if  you  love  God,  you  walk  upon  it,  but  if  you  love  this 
world  the  sea  will  swallow  you  up.  (Aug.  Ser.  13.  de 
verb.  Dni.)  Examine,  whether  you  ldve  God  or  the 
world,  for  it  is  a dreadful  thing  to  be  swallowed  up  by 
this  sea.  Take  care  then  to  walk  over  and  trample  on  it, 
and  remember  the  remark  of  the  same  saint,  Every 
man's  inordinate  desire  is  his. tempest* 


On  St.  Peter }s  Confession. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  came  in  the  confines  of  Casa- 
rea  Philippi,  and  he  asked  his  disciples  saying,  whom 
do  men  say,  that  the  Son  of  man  is.  (Mat.  16,  13.)  It 
is  sometimes  good  to  know  what  men  say  of  us,  in  order 
that  we  may  know  and  correct  the  defects,  which  have 
been  discovered  in  our  conduct,  and  that  we  may  attempt 
to  realize  and  perfect  what  has  been  the  subject  of  their 
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commendation.  The  desire  of  knowing  the  opinions  of 
mankind,  in  our  regard,  however,  frequently  proceeds 
from  vanity  and  vain-glory,  and  is  therefore  often  dan- 
gerous. Observe,  how  Christ  every  wherje  calls  him- 
self the  Son  qf  man , though  he  is  the  only-begotten  Son 
of  God,  whilst  those,  who  pretend  to  be  Ms  followers, 
pay  so  much  attention  to  their  privileges  and  titles  of 
honour! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  apostles’ answer,  some^say 
thou  art  John  the  Baptist , and  others  Elias,  and  (Akers 
Jeremias , or  one  of  the  prophets . (Mat.  16.  14.) 
They  did  not  tell  him  that  others  called  him  a drunk- 
ard, a glutton,  and  other  opprobrious  names,  to  teach 
us,  that  slanderous  reports  ought  not  to  be  uttered  be- 
fore our  brother,  to  spare  his  feelings.  Observe,  how 
far  men  failed  in  their  esteem  of  Christ,  although  his 
miracles  clearly  evinced  his  divinity.  Do  hot,  therefore, 
on  your  part  wonder,  if  your  neighbours  or  companions 
undervalue  you,  or  err,  in  believing  you  worse  than  you 
are.  1 Be  content  to  bo  considered  such  in  the  sight  of 
God,  as  you  really  are,  and  no  more,  for  God  sees  the 
secrets  of  hearts. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  words  of  Christ,  but  whom 
do  you  say  that  I am ? (Sup.)  He  proposes  this  ques- 
tion to  his  apostles,  because  they  had  long  been  brought 
up  in  his  school,  and  therefore,  ought  to  know  much 
more  of  their  master  than  the  rest  of  mankind.  Simon 
Peter > answered  and  saUL,  thou  art  Christy  the  Son  of 
the  living  God.  (Sup.)  Not  the  Son  of  the  living  God 
by  adoption  a&  others  are,  but  by  nature  and  essence  the 
true  Messias  and  Saviour  of  the  world.  . Rejoice  at  the 
divinity  of  your  Saviour  and  Lord,  and  excite  yourself 
both  to  confess  him  in  your  thoughts  and  actions,  and 
to  bring  others  to  his  knowledge  and  service;  say  with 
the  psalmist,  I will  declare  thy  name  to  my  brethren • 
(21.  23.) 
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Ghrist  promises  the  Primacy  to  St.  Peter . 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  Peter  had  made  this  illus- 
trious profession  of  faith,  Christ  said  to  him,  Blessed  aft 
thou  Simon  Barjona , became Jlesh  and  blood  have  not 
revealed  it  to  thee , but  my  Father  who  is  in  heaven. 
(Mat.  14.  17.)  Jesus  pronounces  him  blessed,  because* 
to  known  Christ  is  the  foundation  of  a happy  life.  Si- 
mon signifies  the  same  as  obedient,  Baijona  the  son  of  a 
dove  or  of  grace,  (as  some  commentators  explain  the 
passage.)  Be  you  therefore  obedient,  and  with  dove- 
like  simplicity  endeavour  to  comply  with  divine  grace. 
Reject  what  flesh  and  blood  say  to  the  contrary,  and  attend 
to  the  inspirations  of  your  heavenly  Father,  and  you  will 
be  happy. 

II*  Consider,  2d.  The  reward,  which  Peter  receiv- 
ed, Thou  art  Peter  (which  in  the  language,  that  Christ 
spoke  signified  a tjpck,)  and  upon  this  rock  I will  build 
my  church , and  the  gates  qf  hell  shall  not  prevail 
against  it.  (Mat.  16.  17.  18.)  Observe,  1st.  Christ 
gives  him  a name  suitable  to  his  office.  2d.  Upon  him 
he  founds  his  church  militant,  and  appoints  him  the  visi- 
ble head.  3d.  He  promises  infallibility  to  this  church,  so 
that  the  gates  of  hell  shall  never  prevail  against  it.  4th. 
He  promises  him  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven; 
that  is,  the  key  of  knowledge,  to  determine  matters  of 
faith  without  error,  and  the  key  of  power  to  remit  sin. 
Rejoice  for  these  privileges  granted  to  the  chief  pastor, 
for  your  particular  good,  and  the  general  good  of  the 
whole  church. 

Ill,  Consider,  3d.  In  what  a miserable  state  are 
those  who  deny  the  supremacy  of  St.  Peter,  and  will 
not  build  upon  the  rock,  which  cannot  fail,  but  ground 
their  hopes  of  eternal  salvation  on  the  sand  of  their 
own  private,  fallible,  and  treacherous  judgments.  En- 
deavour as  much  as  you  can  to  bring  all  men  to  this 
rock  of  salvation;  at  least  pray,  that  all  may  acknow- 
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ledge  the  one  shepherd,  and  be  members  of  the  one 
sheepfold;  but  first  prepare  yourself  by  solid  virtue. 


Christ  reprehends  St.  Peter  for  dissuading 
him  from  his  Passion . 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  St.  Peter's  confession  of  his 
master's  divinity,  our  Lord  charged  his  disciples  that 
they  should  tell  no  one , that  he  was  Jesus  the  Christ, 
(Mat.  16*.  20.)  both  to  give  us  an  example  of  great  hu- 
mility and  to  avoid  ostentation.  Besides,  the  proper  time 
for  the  revelation  of  this  mystery,  had  not  yet  arrived.— 
Immediately  afterwards  he  began  to  treat  of  his  passion. 
From  that  time  forth  Jesus  began  to  show  his  disciples , 
that  he  must  go  to  Jerusalem  and  suffer  many  things. 
(Sup  ) Follow  his  example  on  this#  occasion,  and  the 
advice  of  the  wise  man,  In  the  day  of  good  things  be  not 
unmindful  of  evils.  (Eccle.  11.  27.)  Learn  besides, 
that  it  is  not  enough  to  acknowledge  Christ's,  divinity, 
but,  that  it  is  requisite  you  should  imitate  him  in  his  pas- 
sion. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  St.  Peter  hearing  this,  and  being 
zealous  for  his  master,  took  Christ  aside  and  said  to  him, 
Lord  be  it  far  from  thee , this  shall  not  be  unto  thee . 
(Mat.  16.  23.)  This  was  an  effect  of  zeal,  but  the  zeal 
was  indiscreet  and  not  according  to  knowledge , (Rom. 
10.  2.)  for  Peter  did  not  yet  understand,  how  glorious 
Christ’s  ignominy  would  be.  Examine  whether  or  not, 
you  be  not  sometimes  influenced  by  this  preposterous 
zeal. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  immediately  reprehends 
him,  Go  after  me  Satan , thou  art  a scandal  unto  me , 
because  thou  dost  not  relish  the  things  that  are  of  God , 
but  the  things  that  are  oj  men . «(Sup.)  Reflect  how  dan- 
gerous it  is  to  embrace  the  things  that  are  of  men  only, 
such  as  honours,  riches  and  pleasures,  and  not  the  things 
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of  God,  such  as  are  labours,  sufferings  and  crosses.  Ex- 
amine whether  you  feel  a relish  in  spiritual  things  ; or 
whether  you  at  least  attempt  to  feel  it. 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a Priest 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Go  show  thyajlf  to  the  Priest. — Hat  viil.  4. 

THIRTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  in  the  gospel  of  to-day  told 
the  ten  lepers,  Go  show  yourselves  to  the  firieata; 
and  it  came  to  fiaaa , aa  they  went , they  were  cleansed. 
(Luk.  17.  14.)  As  there  are  several  kinds  of  leprosies  in 
regard  to  the  body,  for  some  are  but  light  and  affect  only 
the  skin,  whilst  others  affect  the  body  and  are  mortal,  so 
are  there  several  kinds  of  spiritual  leprosies,  or  sins.  We 
are  all,  in  some  degree  at  least,  affected  with  spiritual  le- 
prosy. Imagine,  therefore,  that  your  soul  is  deeply  af- 
fected with  this  disorder,  and  with  Maaman  the  Syrian , 
(2.  Kings,  5.)  earnestly  seek  for  some  prophet  to  purify 
you. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  ancient  law  of  God  com- 
manded, that,  if  the  stroke  qf  the  lefirosy  be  in  a man 
he  fhall  be  brought  to  a firiest^  (Lev.  13. 9.)  to  be  pro- 
nounced unclean,  and  separafbd  from  the  others;  but  in 
the  new  law  he  is  brought  to  the  priest  to  be  purified. 
Our  high  priest  is  Christ  our  Lord,  according  to  the 
psalmist,  Thou  art  a firiest  forever  according  to  the 
order  of  Melchisedech.  (Ps.  109.  4.)  How  ardently 
therefore  ought  you  to  desire  to  be  introduced  in  the 
eucharist,  to  this  priest  who  will  not  employ  water 
as  Elizeus  did,  but  with  his  own  precious  blood,  will 
cleanse  our  conscience  from  dead  works.  (Heb,  9. 14.) 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  In  order  that  you  may  be  per- 
fectly purified,  you  must  imitate  the  lepers  in  the  gospel. 
1st.  You  must  go  forth  to  meet  Christ.  2d.  You  must 
stand  afar  ojff\  that  is,  you  must  humbly  acknowledge 
your  own  unworthiness.  3d.  You  must  lift  up  your' 
voice , by  fervent  and  persevering  prayer.  4th.  You 
must  pray  for  mercy  as  they  did,  Jesus  master , have 
mercy  on  us.  Lastly,  you  must  follow  the  injunctions, 
and  counsels  of  your  spiritual  guides  and  physicians, 
and  do  whatsoever  the  priests  of  the  levitical  stocky 
shall  tell  thee . 


♦ 

On  our  Lord’ 8 Transfiguration. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  vouchsafed  to  manifest  his 
glory  to  his  apostles  in  his  transfiguration,  in  order  to 
confirm  them  in  the  faith;  to  encourage  them  to  carry 
their  cross,  to  which  he  had  lately  exhorted  them,  and 
to  give  them  beforehand  a taste  and  glimpse  of  heavenly 
joys,  which  are  prepared  for  the  virtuous.  He  led  them 
to  the  top  of  a high  mountain,  in  a sequestered  place, 
to  teach  us,  that  we  must  retire  from  the  cares  of  the 
world  and  ascend  the  mountain  of  perfection,  if  we  wish 
to  contemplate  the  face  and  glory  of  God. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  would  have  but  few  witnes- 
ses of  his  glory,  vis.  only  three  of  his  disciples,  but  all 
kinds  of  persons  were  witnesses  of  his  ignominies  and  his 
sufferings.  Therefore,  on  the  cross  he  said  by  the 
mouth  of  his  prophet,  O all  ye , who  pa&s  by  the  toayy 
attend  and  see.  (Lam.  1.  12.)  By  these  three  disci- 
ples are  prefigured  the  three  virtues  that  accompany 
contemplation  and  prayer,  and  concur  to  the  soul's  trans- 
figuration ; in  Peter  faith,  in  James  hope,  and  in  John 
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charity.  Examine  what  progress  you  make  in  these 
necessary  virtues. 

III.  Consider,  Sd.  And  whilst  he  prayed , the  ap- 
pearance of  his  countenance  was  altered . (Luk.  9.  29.) 
Our  Lord  was  transfigured  whilst  he  was  praying,  in  or- 
der to  teach  us,  that  prayer  transfigures  and  beautifies 
the  soul  of  man,  so  as  sometimes  to  have  a visible  ef- 
fect on  the  body.  Thus  the  ,/ace  of  Moses  was  homed 
from  the  conversation  of  the  Lord , (Ex.  34.  29.) 
Beseech  our  Lord  to  alter  and  change  you  into  another 
man,  that  is,  to  make  you  holy,  in  order  that  having  di- 
vested yourself  of  all  bad  habits,  you  may  become  con- 
formable to  his  divine  image  and  likeness.  Frequently 
entertain  yourself  in  prayer,  and  come  ye  to  the  Lord , 
and  be  enlightened , and  your  faces  shall  not  be  con- 
founded. (Ps.  33.  6.) 


On  our  Lord’s  Transfiguration. 

* 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,*  1st.  His  face  did  shine  as  the  sun9  and 
his  garments  became  white  as  snow,  (Mat.  17.  2.) 
The  evangelist  has  no  other  more  exalted  terms  of  na- 
tural conap arison,  but  it  is  certain,  that  these  terms  were 
far  inferior  to  the  brightness  of  his  face,  and  the  whiteness 
of  his  garments.  Congratulate  your  Lord,  and  his  sacred 
humanity  for  this  array  of  glory,  which  was  always  in- 
deed, his  due,  but  of  which,  he  divested  himself  for  your 
salvation.  Rejoice  that  your  beloved  is  white9  and  rud- 
dy, chosen  out  of  thousands,  (Cant.  5.  11.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  There  appeared  with  him,  Moses 
and  Elias , two  chief  lights  of  the  ancient  law,  to  show 
mankind,  that  both  Moses  and  the  prophets  gave  testi- 
mony of  Christ.  Conceive  what  was  their  joy,  at  be*» 
holding  their  Redeemer,  the  long-wished  for  of  all  na- 
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tions,  and  the  desire  of  the  eternal  hills,  whose  com- 
ing, they  themselves  had  so  often  foretold.  Recollect, 
that  they,  like  Christ  had  observed  a fast  of  forty  days, 
and  were  therefore  made  companions  with  him  in  glory. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  subject  of  their  discourse, 
They  sfioke  of  his  decease , which  he  was  to  accom- 
plish in  Jerusalem.  (Luk.  9.  31.)  Christ  in  the  height 
of  his  glory  conversed  on  his  ignominious  and  bitter 
passion.  This  fact  teaches  you,  what  importance  he  at- 
tached to  his  sufferings,  and  with  what  affection  he  medi- 
tated on  them.  His  example  was  closely  followed  by 
his  apostle,  who  wrote,  God  forbid,  that  l should  glory , 
but  in  the  crosb  of  owr  Lord  Jesus  Christ . (Gal.  6. 
14.)  In  the  zenith  of  prosperity,  never  suffer  your  mind 
to  be  so  elated,  as  to  exclude  the  thoughts  of  dying. 


On  owr  Lord? s 'Transfiguration. 

PART  THIRD.  • * 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  apostles  were  overjoyed  at 
so  glorious  a scene.  Lord , immediately  exclaimed  St. 
Peter,  it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here.  (Mat.  17.  4.)  He 
wished  to  fix  his  dwelling  place  on  that  mount,  and  to 
make  three  tabernacles,  one  for  Christ,  and  another  for 
each  of  his  companions.  Conceive  what  heaven  must  be, 
if  only  one  drop  of  heavenly  joy  could  so  far  inebriate  the 
minds  of  the  apostles,  as  to  make  them  wish  to  remain 
there  forever,  forgetful  of  every  thing  else  in  the  world. 
What  an  ocean  of  joy  must  heaven  be  1 They  shall  be 
inebriated  with  the  plenty  of  thy  house,  and  thou  shalt 
make  them  drink  of  the  torrent  of  thy  pleasure . (Ps. 
35.  9.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  voice  of  the  Divinity  was  im- 
mediately heard,  this  t*  my  beloved  Son , in  whom  lam 
well  pleased , hear  ye  him.  (Mat.  17.  5.)  Ponder  each 
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word  oi  this  emphatical  sentence,  and  reflect  how  Christ 
is  the  only  begotten  Son  of  the  eternal  Father,  con-sub- 
stantial and  co-eternal  with  him,  and  equally  immense 
and  omnipotent,  as  he  is.  Examine  whether  you  be  ac- 
customed to  hear  him,  when  he  excites  you  to  higher 
perfection,  to  a contempt  of  the  world  and  to  self  abne- 
gation. Say  at  least  from  this  time,  .with  young  Samuel, " 
Speak  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth.  ( 1.  Kings,  3.  IQ.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  the  vision  had  ceased,  our 
Lord  forbade  his  disciples  to  divulge  it  to  any  one;  tell 
the  vision  to  no  man , he  said,  till  the  Son  of  man  be  risen 
from  the  dead . (Mat.  17.  5.)  By  this  command ' he 
wishes  to  inculcate  the  necessity  of  humility,  and  to  teach 
us,  that  extraordinary  favours  of  God  ought  to  be  kept 
secret,  and  not  divulged,  unless  some  great  necessity  or 
spiritual  good  requires  it,  and  even  then,  that  we  ought  to 
acknowledge  them  to  be  the  gratuitous,  gifts  of  heaven, 

^ , and  not  merited  by  ourselves. 


On  the.  Petition  of  the  two  Sons  of  Zebedee. 

? PART  FIRST. 

THURSDAY. 

• 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then  came  to  him  the  Mother  of  the 
sons  qf  Zebedee.  (Mat.  20.  20.)  The  mother  presents 
herself  to*  offer  a petition  for  her  sons,  to  obtain  an  hon- 
our, to  which  they  pretended,  and  they  made  use  of  her 
* intercession,  as  a cloak  to  their  ambitious  views.  Thus 
mankind  often  attempt  to  gain  some  object  of  inclination 
or  passion,  under  false  pretext,  and  often  make  use  of  the 
interposition  of  others  to  accomplish  their  own  designs. 
Observe,  how  this  mother  comes  in  an  humble  and  sup- 
pliant manner,  and  presents  her  petition  in  the  act  of  ador- 
ing Christ.  Ambition ) says  St.  Ambrose,  is  first  servile , 
in  order  that  it  may  afterwards  domineers  it  stoops  to 
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mean  office t,  in  order  that  it  may  be  afterward*  served 
with  honour . (Amb.  in  Luc.  c.  4.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  petition  of  this  misguided 
mother:  Say  that  these , my  two  sons,  may  sit,  the  one 
on  thy  right  hand , and  the  other  on  thy  left,  in  thy 
kingdom.  (Ib.  21.)  It  is  unfortunately  natural  for  ev- 
ery one  to  ambition  the  first  place.  This  principle 
hurled  the  Angels  from  heaven.  I will  ascend  into  hea- 
ven, said  tile  apostate  Lucifer,  I will  exalt  my  throne, 
above  the  stars  of  God . (Is.  14.  13.)  The  same  am- 
bition lost  Paradise  for  our  first  parents.  You  shall  be 
as  Gods , ^Gen.  3.  5.)  said  the  tempter  to  Eve.  This 
same  passion  attacks  the  apostles.  Examine  if  it  have 
any  influence  on  your  conduct.  How  much  safer  is  it  to 
follow  the  example  of  Christ,  and  to  be  content  with  the 
lowest  places ! 

III.  Consider,  3d.*  The  answer  of  Christ,  you  know 
not  what  you  ask.  (Sup.)  Those  who  desire  the  vani- 
ties and  the  honours  of  this  world,  certainly  do  not  know, 
what  they  ask.  He  continues,  Can  you  drink  of  the  cha- 
lice, that  I shall  drink,  (Mat.  20.  22.)  that  is,  can  you 
join  me  in  my  hitter  passion  ? Christ  insinuates  by  this 
question  that  our  future  glory  will  be  proportionate  to 
our  sufferings  in  this  life.  Our  seats  in  heaven  vAVL  ap- 
proach to  that  of  Christ,  in  the  same  proportion  as  our 
sufferings  approach  to  his  afflictions.  Encourage  your- 
self to  drink  deep  of  this  chalice  of  sufferings,  for,  as  you 
are  partakers  of  the  sufferings , so  shall  you  be  also  qf 
the  consolations.  (2.  Cor.  1.  7.) 


\ 

On  the  Petition  of  the  two  Sane  of  Zebedee . 

* 

PART  SECOND. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  These  two  apostles  seemed  ready 
to  drink  the  chalice,  which  was  proposed  to  them. 
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They  say  to  hirh  we  cak.  (Mat.  20.  22.)  This  spirit 
of  alacrity  may  proceed  from  different  motives;  it  may' 
proceed  first  from  ambition,  which  prompts  a man  to  re- 
fuse no  labour,  thatmay  gain  an  honourable  object.  It  may 
be,  secondly,  the  consequence  of  a rash  fervour,  which 
does  not  know  the  difficulties,  that  it  undertakes  to  sur- 
mount. It  may  be  in  the  third  place  the  effect  of  divine 
grace,  according  to  .the  declaration  of  St.  Paul,  I can  do 
all  things  in  him>  who  strengthened  me.  (Phil.  4.  1 3.)  Be 
^shamed  of  your  negligence  in  labouring  for  the  king- 
dom of  heaven,  because  you  will  not  exert  yourself  as 
•much  to  obtain  that  happiness  and  glory,  as  worldly 
men  do  to  gain  some  empty  object  of  ambition  or  folly. 
You  often  say,  I cannot  do  it , when  nothing  is  wanting 
but  resolution  and  good  will. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  observing  this  readiness  in 
them  remarked,  of  my  chalice  indeed  you  shall  drink , 
but  to  sit  on  my  right  or  Itft  hand , is  not  mine  to  give 
you , but  to  them  for  whom  it  is  prepared  by  my  Father. 
He  did  not  dissuade  them  from  using  their  endeavours 
to  merit  the  highest  seats  of  glory,  but  he  gave  them 
to  understand,  that  those  seats  were  not  distributed  from 
motives  of  favour?  or  temporal  relationship.  The  glory 
of  heaven,  which  each  one  enjoys,  is  proportionate  to 
his  merits,  foe  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  ( Acts, 
10.  35.)  and  he  will  render  to  every  man  according 
to  his  works.  (Mat.  16,.  27.) 

III.  Consider^  3d.  'Jhe  difference  which  exists  be- 

tween wordly  precedency,  and  that  which  is  peculiar  to 
the  school  of  Christ.  , The  princes  of  the  Gentiles , he 
says^W/  it  over  them;  it  shall  not  be  so,  but  whoso - 
ever  will  be  the  greater  among  you 9 let  him  be  your 
minister.  He  confirms  this  by  his  owt>  example,  for  he 
continues,  Even  as  the  Son  of  man  came  not  to  be  min- 
istered unto,  but  to  minister.  (Mat.  20.  25,  28.)  Let 
it  therefore  be  your  ambition  to  seek  the  lowest  p’aces 
on  all  oqcasfoqs,  if  yqu  desire  to  be  a disciple  of  Jesus 
Christ.  , . * v . ■ . 

‘V  ; *'  ' « - 
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Who  is  the  Greatest  in  the  Kingdom  of 

Heaven. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider , 1st.  At  that  hour , the  disciples  came 

to  Jesus  saying , who  thinkest  thou  is  the  greatest  in  the 
kingdom  qf  heaven . (Mat.  18.  1.)  A little  before  this 
there  had  been  a contention  among  them,  which  of  them 
should  be  the  greatest , (Mark,  9.  34.)  and  now  each  of 
them  wishes  to  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  hea- 
ven. Thus  ambition  insinuates  itself  even  into  spiritual 
things  and  persons,  and  hence,  they  ask  the  question, 
who  is  to  be  the  greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
Perhaps  some  may  erroneously  think  that  the  rich  and 
powerful  in  this  world  ought  to  obtain  that  honouF.  But 
Jesus  Christ  will  undeceive  them.  * 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Jesus  calling  unto  him  a little 
ohildy  set  him  in  the  midst  of  them , and  said , Ameny  I 
say  to  youj  unless  ye  become  as  little  children , you  shall 
not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven ; whosoever , there - 
fore , shall  humble  himself  as  this  little  child , he  is  the 
greatest  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven . (Mat.  18.  3.)  Con- 
sider what  is  inferred  by  becoming  as  a little  child.  Bre- 
thren writes  St.  Paul,  do  not  become  children  in  sense% 
but  in  malice  be  children , and  in  sense  be  perfect . (1. 
Cor.  1 4.  20.)  A child  prefers  himself  to  no  one,  arrogates 
nothing  to  himself,  is  affectionate  to  all,  loves  his  parents 
and  suffers  himself  to  be  governed  by  them.  Act  there- 
fore, in  this  manner,  if  you  desire  to  enter  into  the  king- 
dom of  heaven.  Narrow  is  the  gate , and  s tracks  the 
wayy  which  leadeth  to  Ife.  (Mat.  7.  14.)  Humble 
yourself,  therefore,  and  become  little  in  your  own  eyes, 
and  you  will  be  able  to  enter. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  grievousness  of  the  offence, 
which  those  commit,  who  scandalize  the  little  ones  of 
Christ.  It  were  better , says  Christ,  that  a millstone 
were  hanged  about  his  neck , and  that  he  were  drowned 
in  the  depth  of  the  sea . (Mat.  18.  6.)  Beware,  there- 
fore, of  inducing  any  one  to  sin,  by  your  exshnjile,  for 
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the  offended  majesty  of  God  will  require  his  blood  at 
thy  hand . (Ezech.  3.  18.) 


On  Holy  Communion . 

‘Consider  Christ  as  your  Lord. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Thou  shalt  fefcr  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  serve  him  only.— 
[Deut.  vi.  13.] 

FOURTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  are  told  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day,  that  no  man  can  serve  two  masters . (Mat.  6.  24.) 
God  is  our  only  true  and  lawful  Lord;  lam  the  Lordy 
he  says  by  Isaias,  and  there  is  no  other . (45.  18.)  All 
souls  are  miney  as  the  soul  of  the  father , so  alsoy  the  soul 
of  the  son  is  mine . (Ez.  18.  4.)  No  master  has  so 
perfect  a right  to  his  servant  as  God  has  to  you.  You 
belong  to  him  under  the  titles  of  creation,  preservation 
and  redemption;  you  belong  to  him  too  by  voluntary 
subjection  in  baptism.  Rejoice  that  your  Lord  and 
Master  is  so  exalted  and  so  powerful,  for  as  St.  Am- 
brose remarks,  it  is  an  honour  to  be  a servant  to  an 
exalted  lord.  (Amb.  in  1.  Tim.  1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Dominion  over  a thing  infers  the 
right  of  disposing  of  that  thing,  as  the  proprietor  thinks 
proper.  Reflect  how  often  you  have  violated  this  right, 
that  God  possesses  over  you,  by  not  permitting  him  to 
dispose  of  you  as  he  pleases.  Worse  than  this,  you 
have  frequently  stood  in  open  rebellion  to  him,  by  your 
sins.  Oh  how  often  have  you  embraced  the  interests  of 
the  devil,  his  capital  and  sworn  enemy!  Thou  hast  for- 
saken the  God  that  begot  thee , and  hast  forgotten  the 
laord\  that  created  thee.  (Deut.  32.  18.)  Ponder  this 
expression  of  God  and  be  confounded. 
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III.  Consider,  3d.  Your  Lord  and  sovereign  will 
visit  you  to-day,  in  tne  holy  eucharist,  to  take  a fuller 
and  more  perfect  possession  of  you;  foralthough  he  does 
not  stand  in  need  of  you,  he  wishes  you  to  belong  entirely 
to  him.  The  Lord  thy  God , thou  shaft  adore , and  him 
only  shalt  thoy  eerve.  (Mat.  4.  10.)  Renounce,  there- 
fore, every  connection  and  league  with  the  devil,  the 
world,  and  the  flesh.  Present  your  heart  to  him  again, 
ask  his  pardon  for  your  former  disloyalty,  and  permit 
him  to  dispose  of  you  as.  he  pleases  in  every  thing.  In 
fine  let  it  be  your  future  care  to  please  him  alone,  in 
your  every  thought,  word,  and  deed;  for  no  • man  can 
serve  two  masterst  (-Sup.) 


ON  THE  CONVERSIONS  AND  CURES,  WHICH  WERE 
WROUGHT  BY  OUR  SAVIOUR. 

On  the  Conversion  of  Mary  Magdalene . 

PART  FIRS*. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  behold  a woman  in  the  city , 
who  was  a sinner . (Luk.  7.  37.)  She.  was  a sinner 
against  the  virtue  of  purity,  although  it  be  not  specified, 
because,  as  the  apostle  observes,  die  very  name  ought 
not  to  be  pronounced  among  Christians,  so  odious  is  the 
vice  in  those,  who  pretend  to  virtue  and  sanctity.  It  is 
probable  she  heard  our  Lord  preach;  and  being  touched 

* to  the  heart  with  repentance,  she  did  not  wait  for  the  op- 
portunity of  time  or  place,  but  immediately  rushed  thru 
the  banquet , as  St.  Augustine  observes.  (Lib.  50.  Hoot 
13.)  Wherefore,  on  your  part,  delay  not  to  be  converg- 
ed to  the  Lords  and  defer  it  net  from  day  to  dm& 
(Eccli.  5.  8.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  the  fervour  of  her  penance  -she 
displays  four  eminent  virtues*  i ft  which  use  must  imitate 
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her.  1st.  Her  faith  in  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  his 
power  to  forgive  sin,  was  most  lively.  2d.  Her  humili- 
ty equalled  her  faith;  for  she  willingly  suffered  confusion, 
for  she  stood  behind  at  his  feet , (Vid.  Sup.)  because 
she  considered  herself  unworthy  of  his  sight.  3d.  Her 
love  was  extreme,  and  she  expressed  it  by  tears,  by  em- 
bracing our  Lord’s  feet,  and  by  annointing  them.  4th. 
She  had  a sovereign  contempt  of  the  world ; she  made 
her  precious  ointments,  her  very  hair,  and  eyes  subser- 
vient to  her  penance,  because  they  had  before  been  the 
instruments  of  her  vanity  and  sin,  and  she  wished  to 
punish  herself  in  those  things,  by  which  she  had  sin- 
ned. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  rash  judgment  of  the  Phari- 
sees in  condemning  Christ  for  suffering  himself  to  be 
touched  by  a sinful  woman.  Learn  hence,  that  there  is 
no  action,  however  holy,  that  is  not  liable  to  be  censured: 
so  true  it  is  that  the  sons  of  men  are  liars  in  their  balan- 
ces, (Ps.  61.  10.)  that  is,  in  their  judgments.  Accustom 
yourself  to  disregard  the  enemies  of  true  piety  and  solid 
devotion. 


On  the  Conversion  of  Mary  Magdalene. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ’s  wisdom  in  reproving  the 
Pharisee.  He  reprimands  him  with  mildness  and  sweet- 
ness, as  all  men  in  authority  ought  to  do,  in  order  to 
avoid  giving  useless  offence.  He  couches  his  reproof 
in  a parable  of  two  debtors  to  one  creditor.  God  is  our 
creditor,  and  we  are  all  his  debtors,  some  more  so,  and 
others  less ; and  we  have  no  means  of  satisfying  our 
creditor,  but  by  the  merits  of  Christ.  The  greater, 
therefore,  the  debt  is,  which  is  forgiven  us,  the  greater 
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is  our  obligation  of  love  and  gratitude.  Examine  your 
debts,  and  consequently  your  obligations  to  God. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Dost  thou  see  this  woman  ? 
(Luk.  7.  44.)  He  confounds  the  Pharisee  and  our 
pride  by  the  example  of  a sinful  woman.  She  acknow- 
ledges the  favour  done  to  her  by  the  remission  of  her 
great  debt,  and  shows  much  more  love  than  those  who 
neglecting  their  less  debts,  are  cold  in  their  affections. 
Often  ask  yourself  this  question,  Dost  thou  see  this 
woman  2 and  be  confounded  for  being  so  inferior  to  her 
in  love  of  God,  and  works  of  penance,  often  having,  per- 
haps, received  greater  favours  than  she  had.  Take  care 
that  you  be  not  of  the  number  of  those,  to  whom  Christ 
addresses  the  terrible  Sentence  : the  fiublicans  and  the 
harlots  shall  go  into  the  kingdom  of  God  before  you . 
(Mat.  21.  31.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Thy  sins  are forgiven  thee.  (Sup.) 
What  was  her  joy  when  she  heard  those  consoling 
words  ? Ponder  on  the  efficacy  of  contrition,  which  in 
a moment  blots  out  all  the  sins  of  former  life.  Take 
care  to  excite  this  contrition  in  your  mind,  especially 
when  you  approach  the  sacrament  of  penance.  As  you 
havej  followed  her  in  sinning,  follow  her  in  repenting. 
Say  with  the  psalmist,  I will  confess  against  myself  my 
iniquities  to  the  Lord , and  thou  hast  forgiven  the  wick- 
edness of  my  sin.  (Ps.  31.5.) 


On  the  Conversion  of  the  Samaritan 
Woman. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  being  wearied  with  his  jour- 
ney, sat  down  on  the  well.  ( Jno.  4.  6.)  Like  a good 
shepherd  our  Lord  travelled  on  foot  seeking  for  his  lost 
sheep,  and  among  other  corporal  miseries  admitted 
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weariness  and  thirst  But  observe  with  what  patience  he 
endures^  them.  He  sat  down  by  the  fountain,  foreseeing 
what  would  happen,  not  so  much  to  rest  himself  as  to 
take  an  occasion  of  benefiting  others.  Thus  the  divine 
wisdom  fireventeth  them  that  covet  her , so  that  she  first 
sheweth  herself  to  them.  (Wis.  6. 14.)  How  often  has 
she  attempted  to  prevent  you,  and  you  have  disregarded 
her  l 

II.  Consider,  2d.  While  he  was  sitting  by  the  foun- 
tain, a woman  came  to  draw  water;  Christ  first  addresses 
her  by  the  words,  Give  me  to  drink . (Sup.)  She  refuses, 
and  asks,  how  dost  thou,  being  a Jew , ask  me  to  drink  ? 
(Sup.)  Thus  many  reject  Jesus  Christ,  when  he  moves 
them  by  his  interior  grace,  and  wishes  to  be*  refreshed  by 
their  virtues.  Christ,  however,  did  not  desist  from  help- 
ing this  sinner,  but  remarked,  If  thou  didst  know  the 
g\ft  of  God , and  who  it  is  that  saith  to  thee , “ give  me 
to  drink”  thou  fierhafis  wouldst  have  asked  qf  him , and 
he  would  have  given  thee  living  water . (Jno.  4.  10.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  excellence  of  this  living  wa- 
ter, which  is  divine  grace,  and  which  Christ  promises  to 
his  faithful  servants.  He  that  shall  drink  of  the  water 
that  I will  give  him , shall  not  thirst  forever . (Sup.) 
It  quenches,  therefore,  forever,  the  thirst  of  the  soul, 
and  satisfies  it.  The  soul  then  no  longer  thirsts  after 
earthly  waters,  that  is,  the  pleasures  of  this  world.  It 
becomes  a fountain  of  all  good  to  the  soul,  ever  flowing 
and  giving  merit  to  our  actions.  It  sfirings  ufi  to  ever- 
lasting life , (Vid.  Jno.  4.  14.)  elevating  our  thoughts 
to  heaven  and  heavenly  joys,  of  which  it  is  a pledge.  Say, 
therefore,  with  the  Samaritan  woman,  Give  me  this  wa- 
ter, that  I may  not  thirst . (Sup.) 
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On  the  Conversion  of  the  Samaritan 
Woman. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  wonderful  goodness  of  our 
Lord  in  manifesting  himself  to  the  sinful  woman,  when 
she  spoke  of  thq  Messias  : I am  he,  he  said,  who  am 
speakmg  with  thee . (Jno.  4.  26.)  Ponder  the  efficacy 
of  her  faith;  she  immediately  leaves  the  vessel  in  which 
she  intended  to  draw  water,  and  runs  back  into  the  city 
to  induce  others  to  believe  as  well  as  herself.  Come  and 
see , she  said,  a man  who  hath  told  me  all  the  things  that 
ever  I did.  (Luc.)  Such  is  the  fervour  of  true  zeal,  it  is 
always  active,  and  always  wis*hes  to  gain  subjects  to 
Christ.  If  you  wish,  therefore,  to  be  inflamed  with  true 
zeal,  throw  away  every  earthly  affection,  and  seek  the 
greater  glory  of  God. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  the  woman  was  gone,  the 
disciples  offered  Christ  something  to  eat;  but  he  being 
intent  on  the  conversion  of  the  Samaritans,  observed,  my 
food  is  to  do  the  will  of  him , that  sent  me , that  I may 
perfect  his  work,  ^up.)  Learn,  hence,  to  prefer  the 
spiritual  good  of  your  neighbour,  to  your  own  temporal 
concerns.  Would  to  God,  that  your  meat  and  drink, 
your  delight  and  only  pleasure,  was  to  do  the  will  of  your 
heavenly  father ! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Many  of  the  Samaritans,  moved 
by  the  woman’s  words,  came  to  Christ  and  were  con- 
verted. We  now  believe , they  said  to  her,  not  for  thy 
saying , for  we  ourselves  have  heard  him,  and  know 
that  this  is  indeed  the  Saviour  of  the  world . (Ib.  v.  42.) 
Rejoice  at  your  Saviour’s  being  manifested  to  those 
men,  and  wish  that  the  whole  world  may  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  him.  Exert  yourself  to  the  utmost,  in  en- 
deavouring to  bring  as  many  as  you  can  to  him.  If  you 
walk  towards  God,  says  St.  Gregory,  endeavour  not  to 
come  to  him  alone  without  company . (Horn.  6.  in  Evan.) 
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On  the  Woman  taken  in  Mnltery. 
FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  Pharisees  were  continually 
seeking  occasions  of  entrapping  Christ  in  conversation, 
and  on  this  endeavoured  to  abuse  his  meekness.  They 
therefore,  bring  to  him  a woman  taken  in  adultery  with 
the  intention,  that  if  he  gave  sentence  that  she  ought  to 
be  dismissed,  they  might  accuse  him  of  being  a cor- 
rupter of  the  law.  The  devil  is  constantly  occupied  in 
laying  snares  fqr  us  in  that  virtue,  in  which  we  most 
excel.  The  zealous  he  endeavours  to  provoke  to  anger, 
the  humble  to  dejection  and  pusillanimity,  and  the  meek 
to  too  much  indulgence.  But  there  is  no  counsel 
against  the  Lord (Prov.  21.  30.)  and  God  catchest  the 
wise  in  t he ir, craftiness^  and  disafiflointeth  the  counsel 
of  the  wicked . (Tab.  5.  13.) 

II.  Considered.  Jesus  stoofiing  down,  wrote  with 
his  finger  on  the  ground . (Jno.  8.  6.}  He  thus  de- 
clined giving  a sentence,  which  might  fcreate  contention. 
Hence  the  apostle  writes,  No  man  being  a soldier  to 
God,  entangleth  himself  in  worldly  business . (2.  Tim. 
2.  4.)  He  acted  thus  too,  }n  order  to  teach  us  to  act 
prudently,  and  not  with  precipitation  when  the  condem- 
nation of  our  neighbour  is  in  question.  The  Pharisees 
still  urged  him;  and  he  lifted  up  himself  and  ssfid  to  them, 
he  that  is  without  sin  among  you , let  him  first  cast  a 
stone  at  her . (Sup.)  This  was  a most  wise  decision; 
he  neither  condemned  nor  acquitted  her,  but  attempted 
to  move  her  accusers  to  compunction  for  their  own 
sins,  and  pity  for  others.  Be  ye  mercifuly  as  your  hea- 
venly Father  is  also  merciful.  (Luk.  6.  36.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Pharisees  went  away  one  by 
one,  and  left  the  woman  alone  lepentant  for  her  sin,  and 
probably  with  interior  faith  expecting  absolution  from 
Christ.  Christ  understanding  from  her,  that  no  one  had 
condemned  her,  said,  neither  will  I condemn  theey  go 
and  now  sin  no  more . (Jno.  8.  11.)  Admire  the  riches 
of  God’s  goodness,  patience  and  longanimity  in  bringing 
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you  and  others  to  penance.  How  often  has  he  said  to 
you,  now  sin  no  more , and  yet  you  have  disobeyed  him* 
A man , that  fasteth  for  his  sins , and  doth  the  same 
again , what  doth  his  humbling  profit  him?  (Ecclk 
34.  31.) 


On  the  Canaanean  Woman . 

SATURDAY.* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A woman  of  Canaan,  a gentile, 
tame  to  our  Lord  to  obtain  the  cure  of  her  daughter* 
Her  prayer  for  this  favour  was  most  perfect;  her  faith 
was  great,  she  confessed  Christ  to  be  the  son  of  David. 
Her  reverence  was  profound,  for  she  fell  down  at  his 
feet . (Mark,  7.  25.)  Her  charity  was  tender;  she  did 
not  pray  for  herself,  but  for  her  daughter.  Her  prayer 
was  earnest,  foft^he  cried  out  after  our  Lord.  Lastly 
her  prayer  was  constant,  for  although  often  repulsed,  she 
persisted  in  her  entreaty.  Let  this  be  the  model  of  your 
prayers. 

IT.  Consider,  2d.  At  first  Christ  seemed  to  address 
her  harshly.  It  is  not  good  to  take  the  bread  of  the 
ehildren  qnd  to  east  it  to  the  dogs . (Mat.  15.  26.)  He 
thus  wished  to  exercise  her  virtue  and  to  try  her  perse- 
verance. God  often  acts  in  the  same  manner  with  us, 
because,  as  St  Gregory  remarks,  he  loves  to  be  en- 
treated, he  wishes  to  be  forced , and  desires  to  be  over- 
come by  importunities . * (In  Ps.  6.  paen.)  Remark,  ad- 
mire, and  imitate  the  woman’s  humility.  Let  yo \ft 
prayers  be  always  attended  by  this  virtue,  for  the  prayer 
of  him  that  humbleth  himself \ shall  penetrate  the  clouds , 
and  he  will  not  departy  till  the  most  high  behold . 
(Eccli.  35.  19.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  yielded  at  length  to  the 
woman’s  pious  importunity,  after  having  first  commend- 
ed her  faith.  O womany  great  is  thy  faith ; be  it  done 
to  thee  as  thou  wilt . (Mat.  15.  28.)  Perhaps  your 
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jsoul  like  this  woman’s  daughter  is  afflicted  with  an  evil 
spirit.  He  is  afflicted  with  this  spirit,  who  yields  to 
troubles  and  temptations,  but  he  who  overcomes  them 
is  harrassed  to  his  greater  merit.  Beg,  therefore, 
courage  and  strength  to  conquer  them,  and  pray  as  this 
woman  did,  in  order  that  it  may  be  done  to  thee  as  thou 
tyilt.  (Sup.)  * 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  life  of  your  soul, 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Love  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  obey  his  voice  and  adhere, 
to  him,  for  he  is  thy  life  and  the  length  of  thy  days. — [Dent, 
XXX.  20.] 

FIFTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  FiJNTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  is  recorded  in  the  gosple  of  to- 
day, that  Christ  raised  a young  man  from  death  to  life, 
and  that  he  is  the  true  life  of  your  soul  according  to  the 
expression  of  St.  John,  I am  the  resurrection  and  the 
lifey  he  that  believeth  in  mer  although  he  be  dead , shall 
live . (Jno.  11.  25.)  As  the  body  dies , writes  St.  Au- 
gust  in  e9  when  it  is  abandoned  by  the  soul9  which  is  its 
life , so  does  the  soul  die , when  it  loses  God,  (by  sin) 
who  is  its  life.  (Aug.  tr.  47.  in,Joan.)  Ponder  the 
benefit  of  spiritual’  life,  by  comparing  it  with  that  of  the 
tiody,  for  the  soul,  when  deprived  of  God’s  grace,  is  in 
the  sight  of  God,  what  a deformed,  loathsome  and  use-' 
less  carcase  is  in  the  eyes  of  men. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  with  whom  is  the  fountain 
of  life , (Vid.  Ps.  35.  10.)  gives  life  to  dead  soul$,  by 
the  sacrament  of  penance,  and  preserves  and  increases 
that  life  by  the  holy  eucharist.  He  that  eateth  me , he 
says,  the  same  shall  also  live  by  mey  and,  he  that  eatetfk 
this  bread  shall  live  forever . (Jno,  6.  58,  59.)  You 
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ought  therefore,  to  expect  with  a longing  desire,  the 
sacred  hour,  in  which  this  fountain  of  life  will  visit  you. 
Say  with  the  psalmist,  ds  the  hart  fianteth  after  the 
fountain*  of  water , so  my  soul  fianteth  after  thee,  0 
God , my  soul  hath  thirsted  after  the  strong  living 
God . (Ps.  41.  2.)  ^ 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  spiritual  life  is  only  bestow- 
ed on  those,  who  ask  it,  with  great  devotion;  he  asked 
Ife  qf  thee , and  thou  hast  given  him  length  <f  days 
forever  and  ever . (Ps.  20.  5.}  - The  life  of  the  body 
is  known  to  exist  by  its  motion  an*d  operation:  in  the 
same  manner,  the  life  of  the  soul  is  discovered  by  its 
works,  that  is,  by  its  imitation  of  Christ,  He  that  salt h he 
abideth  in  him , ought , himself  also , to  walk , even  as  hje 
ysalketh . (1.  Jno.  2.  6.) 


On  the  Conversion  of  Zacheus  the  Publican.. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

f . Consider,  1st.  Behold  there  was  a man , by  name 
Zacheus , and  this  was  the  chief  of  the  publicans , and 
he  was  rich , and  he  sought  to  see  Jesus . (Luk.  19.  2,  3.) 
The  desire  of  finding  Jesus  is  rare  in  the  minds  of  the 
rich,  but  this  desire  was  the  beginning  of  Zacheus*? 
conversion.  Wisdom  is  glorious , and  never  Jadeth . 
away , and  is  edsily  seen  by  them  that  love  her,  and  i*4 
found  by  them  that  seek  her;  the  beginning  of  her  is  the 
most  true  desire  of  discipline . (Wis.  6.  13.  18.)  Ex- 
amine whether  you  feel  this  desire  of  perfection,  and  if 
you  do  not,  ‘take  care  to  excite  it.  # 

II.  Consider,  2d.  « And  he  could  not  see  Jesus  for 
the  crowd;”  (Vid.  Sup.)  he  therefore  ascended  a tree. 
In  his  search  after  salvation,  though  a man  of  authority , 
he  disregarded  the  ridicule  and  scoffs  of  the  rabble. 
Perhaps  you  are  not  able  to  see  Christ,  and  understand 
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his  divine  mysteries,  in  consequence  of  the  crowd  of 
wordly  thoughts,  which  fill  your  mind.  Retire  there- 
fore, from  them  by  prayer  and  mortification,  and  like 
Zacheus  ascend  the  tree.  This  tree  is  the  cross,  which 
is  “ a folly  to  the  gentiles,”  for,  as  St.  Gregory  writes, 
those,  who  through  humility  choose  that , which  is  folly 
to  the  world , arise  to  a feeling  contemplation  of  the  wis- 
dom of  God  himself  (Greg.  lib.  27.  Mor.  c.  27.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  charity  and  meekness  of 
Jesus  Christ  prompted  him  to  grant  Zacheus  more  than 
he  wished,  for  he  not  only  permitted  himself  to  be  seen 
l>y  him,  but  also  invited  him  to  his  conversation  and 
familiarity:  Zacheus , he  said,  make  haste  and  come-down , 
for  to-day,  I must  abide  in  thy  house . (Ib.  v.  5.)  He 
tells  him  to  make  haste , because  “the  grace  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  knows  no  slow  delays.”  He  mentions  to-day , 
because  we  ought  to  take  an  advantage  of  the  present 
time,  for  to-morrow  may  not  be  our  own.  IJ  to-day 
you  should  hear  his  voice,  harden  not  yonr  hearts, 
(Ps.  94.  8.) 


On  the  Conversion  of  Zacheus  the  Publican 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Zacheus  immediately  obeyed 
Christ’s  call,  and  made  haste  and  came  down , and  re- 
ceived him  with  joy . (Luk.  19.  6.)  Such  ought  to 
be  your  obedience;  when  Christ  calls  you  by  his  secret 
inspiration,  you  should  open  the  door  of  your  heart  as 
soon  as  you  hear  him  knock,  lest,  if  you  make*  any  delay, 
he  turn  aside  from  you,  as  did  the  spouse  in  the  canti- 
cles and  pass  away.  Observe  how  those  who  stood  by, 
xn&rmured  saying,  that  he  was  gone  to  be  a guest  with 
a man  that  is  a sinner . (Luk.  19.  7.)  Learn  from 
hence,  that  the  most  holy  actions  are  found  fault  with  by 
LI  8 
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the  malicious.  They  did  not  understand  the  zeal  of  our 
Lord,  “who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that,  which  was 
lost.” 

IE  Consider,  2d.  Zacheus  was  soon  converted  by 
his  conversation  with  Christ,  and  immediately  protested, 
behold  Lord , the  half  of  my  goods  I give  to  the  floor . 
(Ib.)  Here,  the  rich  man  despoils  himself  of  his  riches, 
partly  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  and.  partly  to  make 
restitution  for  his  injustices.  He  overcomes  himself  in 
a most  difficult  encounter,  the  abandoning  of  riches;  but 
the  things  which  are  impossible  with  meny  are  possible 
with  God . (Luk.  18.  27.)  Examine  whether  you  have 
as  yet  overcome  yourself,  at  least  in  divesting  yourself 
•f  the  desire  of  wealth,  and  particularly  in  renouncing 
your  own  will. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  approved  of  the  piety  of 
Zacheus;  this  dayy  he  said,  salvation  is  come  to  thy 
housey  (Luk.  19.  9.)  that  is,  to  the  whole  family  of  which 
he  was  the  head.  Such  is  the  effect  of  good  example 
in  masters  of  families  and  rulers.  Entreat  our  Lord  to  | 
produce  the  same  salvation  in  your  soul,  especially  when 
he  visits  you  during  the  time  of  Mass,  either  by  sacra- 
mental  or  spiritual  communion. 


Christ  cures  the  Servant  of  the  Centurion. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY.  I 

J 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  servant  of  the  centurion  hav- 
ing fallen  sick,  his  master  was  anxious  for  him,  and  sent 
intercessors  to  Christ,  saying,  Lordy  my  servant  lieth  at 
home  sick  of  the  palsy , and  is  grievously  tormented . 
(Mat.  8.  6.)  Observe  the  master’s  goodness  and  care 
for  his  servant,  and  ponder  the  efficacy  of  the  prayers  of 
such  masters;  remark,  also,  his  strong  faith,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  Christ  although  absent,  could  effect  the  cur£ 
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Learn  hence*  to  perform  works  of  charity  even  to  your 
inferiors.  If  thou  have  a faithful  servant , says  the 
wise  man,  let  him  he  to  thee  as  thy  own  souh  treat  him 
as  a brother . (Eccli.  38.  31.)  Meditate  deeply  on 
this  injunction  of  the*Holy  Ghost. 

II.  Consider*  2d.  Christ’s  charity  and  goodness  in- 
duced him  to  say  immediately,  I will  come  and  heal 
him  (Mat.  8.  7.)  He  offered  more  than  the  centuriop 
asked*  to  wit:  to  come  in  person;  whilst  the  centurion 
only  wished  to  hear  a word  from  him,  which  would 
operate,  he  believed,  an  effectual  cure.  Let  mankind 
be  ashamed  qf  their  backwardness , writes  St.  Augus- 
tin e%for  God  is  ready  to  give  more , than  we  to  receive . 
On  another  occasion*  Christ  was  requested  to  cure  the 
son  of  a ruler,  but  refused  to  visit  him  in  person,  whilst 
on  this  occasion,  without  being  requested,  he  offers  his 
persona)  service  to  the  servant  of  a centurion.  Tot 
destroy  our  pride , he  does  this , as  St.  Gregory  remarks, 
because  we  do  not  so  much  consider  the  nature  of  men , 
(which  is  the  same  in  all)  as  their  honours  o%  riches . 
(Horn.  28.  in  Evang.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  centurion  hearing  that  Christ 
intended  to  come  himself,  sent  a person  to  meet  him*  and 
to  say  to  him,  Lord , trouble  not  thy  self  if  or  lam  not  wor- 
thy  thou  shouldst  enter  under  my  roof;  wherefore , 
neither  did  I think  myself  worthy  to  come  to  thee , but 
say  the  wordy  and  my  servant  shall  be  healed . (Luk. 
7.  6.)  Ponder  the  great  humility  of  this  man,  and  learn 
that  men  may  be  humble  in  any  situation  of  life.  He 
deemed  himself  .unworthy  to  receive  Christ  under  his 
roof,  but  he  had  already  received  him  in  his  heart.  Do 
not  fail  to  imitate  him  on  this  subject. 
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Christ  cures  the  Centurion's  Servants 


FART  SECOND. 

Thursday! 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  centurion’s  description  of  him- 
self, I also  am  a man,  subject  to  authority,  having  under 
me  soldiers , and  I say  to  one,  go  and  he  goeth,  and  to 
my  servant  do  this,  and  he  doeth  it.  (Luk.  7.  8.)  His 
meaning  was,  if  I,  who  am  but  an  inferior  officer,  sub- 
ject to  higher  authority,  can  nevertheless  command  my 
soldiers  and  servants,  and  be  'obeyed,  how  much  more 
will  all  creation  be  obedient  to  you  its  creator  and  go- 
vernor? This  was  an  honourable  confession  of  Christ’s 
power.  Rejoice  at  his  greatness,  and  be  confounded 
that  servants  obey  their  temporal  masters  with  more 
promptness,  than  you  obey  God,  or  his  vicegerents. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  having  heard  these  expres- 
sions, prised  the  faith  of  the  centurion  and  preferred  it 
to  that  of  the  Jews,  although  the  centurion  was  a gentile. 
I have  not  found,  he  says,  so  great  faith  in  Israel , 
(Mat.  8.  10.)  and  I say  unto  you,  that  many  shall  come 
from  the  east  and  the  west,  but  the  children  of  the  king - 
dom , shall  be  cast  out  into  exterior  darkness . The 
children  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven  were,  formerly,  the 
Jews,  but  they  are  now  outcasts,  because  they  would 
not  obey  the  call  of  God;  but  Christians  are  children  of 
that  kingdom  in  a special  manner,  a chosen  generation , 
m royal  priesthood . (1.  Pet.  2.  9.)  *Let  us  therefore, 
act  in  such  a manner  as  to  deserve  this  honour;  hold 
fast  that,  which  thou  hast,  that  no  man  take  thy  crown . 
(Apoc.  3.  11.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  request  of  the  centurion  was 
granted:  go,  and  as  thou  hast  believed,  so  be  it  done  to 
thee.  (Mat.  Sup.)  The  psalmist  says,  The  Lord  will 
do  the  will  of  them,  that  fear  him,  and  he  will  hear 
their  prayer . (Ps.  144.  19.)  Perhaps  you  possess  a 
will,  spiritually  like  the  centurion’s  servant,  that  is,  sloth- 
fhl  and  sluggish.  Imitate,  therefore,  the  fervour  and 
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humility*  of  this  centurion,  and  by  means  of  your  spiri- 
tual friends,  that  is,  the  angels  and  saints,  beg  that  God 
would  cure  you.  Especially  when  you  go  to  commu- 
nion, use  the  words  of  the  centurion,  Lord,  I am  not 
worthy,  that  thou  shouldst  inter  under  my  roof,  (Luk* 


Christ  cures  St.  Peters  Mother-in-law,. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  having  entered  into  Sit, 
Peter’s  house,  found  his  Mother-in-law  lying  sick  of  a 
fever;  but  his  disciples  besought  him  for  her,  (Luk. 
4.  38.)  Observe  the  charity  of  the  disciples  in  inter- 
ceding for  their  neighbours,  and  the  efficacy  of  their  * 
prayers,  for  the  woman  was  immediately  cured.  All 
of  us  labour  under  some  spiritual  fever,  caused  by  the 
heat  of  concupiscence  or  some  unlawful  passion.  Our 
fever  is  covetousness , says  St.  Ambrose,  our  fever  is 
lust , our  fever'is  ambition,  (Lib.  4.  in  Luk.  c.  3.)  Ex- 
amine under  what  spiritual  ailment  you  labour,  and  have 
recourse  to  the  apostles  as  your  intercessors. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  manner  in  which  Christ  cured 
her,  Standing  over  her , he  commanded  the  fever , and 
it  left  her,  (Sup.)  He  did  not  employ  the  ordinary 
means  to  destroy  the  ferer,  but  to  show  his  divine  power, 
he  exercised  command  over  h.  Thus  he  commanded 
the  winds  and  the  sea  and  the  infernal  spirits,  and  they 
obeyed  him.  As  the  members  of  the  body  obey  the 
soul,  and  are  subservient  to  it,  so  do  all  the  things  of 
creation  obey  God.  He  spoke,  and  they  were  made;  he 
commanded , artd  they  were  created,  (Ps.  148.«6.)  Do 
not  yourself  be  an  exemption  to  this  rule  of  universal 
obedience. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  St.  Peter’s  Mother-in-law 
was  cured,  immediately  rising  she  ministered  to  them, 
(Sup.)  She  did  not  allege  weakness  after  sickness^ 
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hot  immediately  began  to  labour,  like  the  deserving 
woman  in  the  Proverbs,  SheMath  girded  her  loins  with 
strength,,  and  strengthened  her  arm.  (21.17.)  Spirit- 
ual activity  is  a certain  mark  that  the  soul  is  cured  of  its 
diseases.  Examine  your  conscience,  and  judge  it  by 
this  rule. 


Christ  cures  the  Ruler* a Son, 

•SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1 at.  There  came.  to.  him  a certain  ruler , 

whose  son  was  sick  dt  Capernaum  and  prayed  him  to 
some  down  and  heal  his  son^for  he  was  at  the  point  of 
death . (Jno.  4.  46.)  Remark  how  advantageous  cor- 
poral infirmities  are,  for  they  force  us  to  have  recourse 
to  God.  Unless  his  son  had  been  afflicted  with  sick- 
ness, perhaps  the  ruler  had  never  been  brought  to 
Christ.  It  is  related  of  Manasses,  that  after  he  was  in 
distress  he  prayed  to  the^Lord  his  Godyand  Manasses 
knew  that  the  Lord  was  God . (2.  Var.  33.  12.)  Do 

riot  fail,  therefore,  to  considet*  corporal  infirmities  as 
blessings  of  God  and  incitements  to  virtue.  Their  in* 
Jirmities , says  the  prfalmist,  were  multiple d,  afterwards 
they  made  haste.  (15.  4) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  his  answer  Christ  reprehends 
those,  who  wish  to  see  miracles  from  motives  of  curiosi- 
ty, or  incredulity.  He  refused  besides  to  go  to  the 
house  of  the  ruler,  because  we  ought  not  to  prescribe 
to  God  the  means  or  manner  of  assisting  us.  He  never- 
theless cures  this  ydung  man,  although  absent,  the  more 
to  manifest  his  power  and  strengthen*  our  faith  in  it. 
He  is  the  divine  Being,  who  commands  the  saving  qf 
Jacob.  Wid.  Ps.  43.  5.)  Learn  from  hence  not  to 
wish  for  miracles,  visions,  or  extraordinary  favours  of 
God.  but  to  commit  yourself  entirely  to  his  divine  provi- 
dence. Beseech  him,  if  you  be  not  Worthy  to  receive 
him  under  your  roof  by  holy  communion,  at  least,  to 
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send  thee  helfifrom  the^aanctuary  and  defend  thee  out  of 
Zion,  (Ps.  19.  3 ) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  man  believed  the  word , 
which  Jesus  said  to  him , and  himaeff  belteved  and  hie 
whole  houae . (Ib.)  Thus,  his  son  received  corporal 

health,  and  he,  and  the  whole  family  spiritual  life.  Ob- 
serve how  Christ  adds  favours  to  favours.  Remarking 
the  efficacy  of  prayer,  do  not  fail  to  perform  that  duty  ip 
the  best  manner  that  you  can. 


On  Holy  Communion . . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  guest  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Let  the  King  come  to  the  banquet  I have  prepared— to-mor- 
row I will  open  my  mind  to  the  King. — [Esther,  v.  8.] 

SIXTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  We  read  in  thp  gosple  of  the  pro 
sent  Sunday,  that  Christ  entered  into  the  house  of  a cer- 
tain Pharasee  on  the  Sabbath,  to  eat  bread.  (Luk.  1 4.) 
He  is  also  the  guest  of  your  soul,  and  he  will  enter  it 
to-day,  in  order  to  be  entertained  by  you.  If  any  man 
ahall  hear  my  voice  and  often  to  me  the  gate , I will 
come  in  to  him , and  will  aufi.  with  him , and  he  with  me. 
Consider,  therefore,  attentively  the  greatness  and  digni- 
ty of  your  guest,  and  Conceive  those  words  of  the  evan- 
gelist addressed  to  you,  Make  ready  my  aufifier , and 
gird  thuself  (Luk.  17.1.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  divine  guest,  in  the  language 
of  St.  Ambrose,  feeda  ufion  our  virtuea,  (de  bon. 
mor.  5.)  He  is  particularly  pleased  with  the  virtue  of 
humility,  and  therefore,  while  he  was  at  table  to  day  with 
the  Pharisee,  he  taught  us  always  to  choose  the  lowest 
places.  While  the  king  was  at  hia  repoae$  my  efiikc- 
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nard,  says  the  spouse  in  the  canticles*  send  forth 
the  odour  there  qf, \ (I.  12.)  The  spikenard,  says  St. 

Bernard,  is  a low  plant,  and  an  emblem  of  humility.  Be, 
therefore,  ready  to  prepare  such  food  for  your  guest , as 
you  know  he  will  gladly  feed  on.  (Ben  Sup.  Can.  Ser. 
71.  and  Ser.  4.  de  Assump.  vid.  Gen.  27.  9.)  Seek, 
therefore,  the  virtue  of  humility  in  every  action. 6f  your 
life. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  guest  of  our  souls  is  so  libe- 
ral, that  he  brings  gifts  and  presents  with  him,  for  those, 
who  receive  his  visits  worthily.  In  this  spirit  of  liberality, 
he  in  a Pharisee’s  house  cured  a person  labouring  under 
the  dropsy.  If  you  examine  yourself  accurately,  you 
will  more  than  probably  discover,  that  you  labour  under 
some  spiritual  complaint  which  requires  immediate  re- 
lief. Discover  your  spiritual  ailments,  and  then  humbly 
and  fervently  implore  the  giver  of  all  good  things,  to 
grant  you  his  assistance  to  effect  a lasting  cure. 


0n  the  Sick  Man  cured  at  the  Probatic  Pool. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY.  . * 

I.  Consider,  1st.*  God  bestowed  a great  benefit  on 
the  Jews,  in  making  the  firobatic  pond  a cure  for  all 
diseases.  It  was  situated  pear  the  temple,  and  the  sheep 
that  were  to  be  offered  in  sacrifice,  were  washed  in  it. 
The  water  in  this  pond  was  stirred  by  an  angel,  and 
hence  it  received  the  virtue  of  curing  all  diseases  in  the 
person,  who  fiist  entered  if,  after  the  waters  were  mov- 
ed. This  probatic  pond  was  a type  of  the  saSraments 
of  baptism  and  penance,  in  which  those,  who  wish  to  fol- 
low Christ,  are  washed  for  the  sacrifice  of  justice.  (Ps. 
50.  21.)  These  sacraments  possess  a heavenly  virtue, 
which  is  given  to  them  by  the  angel  of  the  testament ; 
that  is,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  by  Christ  himself 
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It  purifies  us  from  all  sin,  its  effects  are  not  confined  to 
those,  who  approach  the  sacraments  first,  but  it  is  com* 
municated  to  all,  without  exception,  who  approach  them, 
with  worthy  dispositions.  Meditate  on  the  benefits  re- 
sulting from  their  institution. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Around  this  pond,  lay  a great 
multitude  of  sick,  of  blinds  qf  lame,  qf  withered , wail- 
ing for  the  moving  of  the  water . (Jno.  5.  3.)  God  wishes 
us  to  wait  with  patience  for  his  favours;  hence  David 
says,  with  expectation  I have  waited  for  the  Lord , and 
he  was  attentive  to  me . (Ps.  39.  2.)  Among  other 
persons,  who  were  afflicted,  there  was  a certain  man 
there , that  had  been  eight  and  thirty  years  under  his 
infirmity.  (Jno.  5.  5.)  His  complaint  was  the  palsy. 
The  spiritual  palsy  of  the  soul,  is  a relaxation  of  its 
nerves  and  faculties, «a  want  of  spiritual  vigour  and  life, 
and  a decay  of  energy.  Examine  how  long  you  have 
laboured  under  this  infirmity,  and  seek  a remedy  for  it 
in  the  holy  sacraments  of  the  church. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Jesus  proposed  his  cure  to  the  sick 
man,  and  said  to  him,  wilt  thou  be  made  whole.  (Sup.) 
God  can  render  us  just  in  his  sight,  by  his  own  power 
alone,  if  he  please,  but  he  does  not  do  it,  without  our 
consent,  jfife,  who  made  thee , without  thy  own  concur- 
rence, writes  St.  Augustine,  will  not  save  thee  without 
it.  (Ser.  15.  de  ver.  Apos.)  Examine  whether  you 
have  the  will  to  take  advantage  of  God’s  concurrence ; 
your  salvation  depends  upon  h. 


On  the  Sick  Man  cured  at  the  Probatic  Pond. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  This  sick  man  confessed  his  want 
of  power,  for  he  could  neither  move  himself  nor  cause 
the  waters  of  the  probatic  pond  to  move;  I have  no  man. 
Mm 

r 
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he  said,  when  the  water  is  troubled*  (Jno.  5.  7.)  Io 
consequence  of  his  humble  confession,  he  immediately 
received  a cure  from  Christ;  for  an  humble  acknowledg- 
ment of  our  own  weakness  is  the  best  disposition  to  re- 
ceive God’s  assistance.  Perhaps  you  have  reason  to 
say,  I have  no  man>  that  is,  I have  not  the  heart,  nor 
the  courage  of  a man  to  overcome  myself.  Christ  our 
Lord  is  ready  to  raise  you  with  his  grace  from  the  state 
of  lethargy  and  spiritual  langour,  into  which  you  have, 
fallen,  if  you  be  willing  on  your  part.  You  have  also 
preachers,  superiors  and  directors,  to  admonish  and 
help  you. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  efficacy  of  Christ’s  words 
cured  the  sick  man.  Arise , said  he,  take  ufi  thy  bed 
and  walk . (Ib.)  Speak,  O Lord,  in  the  same  manner 
to  me;  Say  to  my  soul , I am  thy  sqlvation . (Ps.  34. 
3.)  Reflect  on  the  obedience  of  this  man  ; he  immedi- 
ately rose,  and  though  it  was  the  Sabbath-day,  he  took 
up  his  bed  upon  his  shoulders  and  walked.  This  is  a 
perfect  example  of  blind  obedience.  Do  you  therefore, 
on  your  part,  take  up  this  yoke  of  obedience  and  walk 
in  the  paths  of  justice.  Walk  before  God  and  be  per- 
fect. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  After  Christ  had  performed  this 
miracle,  he  went  aside  Jrom  the  multitude , (Ib.)  to 
give  us  an  example  of  shunning  the  applause  of  men. 
Afterwards  Jesus  finding  him  in  the  tcmfile^  said  to 
him , behold  thou  art  made  whole , sin  no  more , lest  soma 
worse  thing  hafifxen  to  thee . (Ib.  14.)  Imagine  the 
same  words  to  be  spoken  to  you,  when  you  approach 
the  sacrament  of  penance,  Go  and  sin  no  morej  lest 

some  wsrse  thwgMfifiw  *Q  *bee> 
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On  the  Sick  Man , that  was  let  down  through 
the  Mocf. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A great  multitude  was  gathered 

together  in  and  around  the  house  in  which  Jesus  was, 
90  that  there  was  no  room , no  not  even  at  the  door 9 
and  he  *fioke  to  them  the  word,  (Mark.  2.  2.)  Observe 
our  Lord’s  indefatigable  zeal  in  labouring  for  the  salva- 
tion of  mankind;  at  no  time  and  in  no  place  does  he  spare 
his  exertions  in  this  great  cause,  but  freely  admits  and  in- 
structs all.  Imitate  his  example  and  embrace  the  sen- 
timent of  St.  Paul,  who  followed  it  so  well;  I most  glad- 
ly will  spend,  and  he  spent  myself  for  your  souls9 
although  loving  you  more , / be  laved  less . (2.  Cor. 

12.  *15.) 

II.  Cohsider,  2d.  And  behold  men  brought  in  a 
bed , a man , who  had  the  palsy , and  when  they  eould 
not  find  by  what  way  they  might  bring  him  in , because 
of  the  multitude , they  went  upon  the  roof  and  let  him 
down  through  the  tUes,  with  his  bed  i to  the  midst  before 
Jesus . (Luk.  5.  18.)  Admire  the  faith  of  these  men, 
for  they  undoubtedly  believed,  that  Christ  would  cure 
him,  and  hence,  they  took  every  pains  to  bring  the  sick 
man  to  him.  Observe,  also,  their  courage  and  patience 
in  overcoming  the  difficulties,  that  prevented  their  free 
access  to  the  house.  They  forced  their  way  through 
every  thing,  until  they  had  accomplished  their  desire. 
A true  belief  writes  St.  Bonaventure,  is  not  destroyed , 
nor  cooled  by  impatience , but  rather  inflamed.  (In 
Luc.  5.)  Examine  your  conduct  on  similar  occasions, 
and  see  how  easily  you  desist  from  a good  work,  through 
fear. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  wonderful  mercy  of  Christ,. 
Son  be  <f  good  hearty  thy  sins  are  forgiven  thee.  (Mat. 
9.  2.)  O wonderful  humility,  says  St.  Jerom,  writing 
on  this  text,  a-dccrepit  and  despicable  poor  man  it  call- 
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ed  sort)  when  the  Scribe* and  Pharisee*  would  not  deign 
to  touch  him.  Remark  how  he  forgives  him  his  sins,  for 
they  were  the  cause  of  .his*  infirmity,  to  teach  you,  that 
diseases  are  often  inflicted  for  hidden  sins,  and,  that 
when  you  are  sick,  you  must  first  seek  the  health  of  your 
soul,  and  then  your  corporal  health. 


On  the  Sick  Man,  that  teas.  let  dawn  through 
ike  Roof. 

PART”  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees  imme- 
diately began  to  murmur,  who,  is  this , who  speaketh 
blasphemies ; who  can  forgive  sins  but  God  alone? 
(Luk.  5,  21.)  Condole  with  your  Lord  for  being  consi- 
dered a blasphemer,  and  be  not  troubled  if  at  any  time 
you  be  treated  below  your  dsserts.  Observe  his  mild- 
ness ; he  is  not  moved  to:  indignation,  be  does  not  re- 
venge himself,  9s  h*  could  so  easily  have  done,  but 
sweetly  and  mildly  endeavours  to  lead  them  out  of  their 
error.  Why,  he  says  to  them,  da  you  think  evil  in 
your  hearts.  {Mat.  9.  4.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  proof  of  his  divinity  and  his 
power  of  forgiving  sin,  Christ  immediately  cured  the 
man,  and  said  to  him,  rise  up,,  take  thy  bed  and  go  into 
thy  house.  (Ib.  6.)  Your  house  and  your  home  is, 
heaven;  on  earth  you  are  only  a stranger  and  a passen- 
ger; hasten  therefore  home,  and  fix  your  thoughts,  your 
cares  and  desires  there,  where  you  are  to  dwell  forever. 
Man  shall  go,  says  the  wise  man,  into  the  house  of  his 
eternity.  (Eccles.  12.  5.)  A house  is  taken  as  it  weep 
forever*  writes  the  pious  St.  Augustine,  but  a nest  is  . 
built  only  for  a season.  (Aug.  in  Ps.  &&.)  Do  net 
therefore,  pog  more  attention  to  your  temporary  rear- 
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dence  in  this  world,  than  to  your  place  of  permanent 
abode. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  the  man  was  cured,  he 
went  away  into  his  own  house,  magnifying  God . (Luk. 
Sup.)  It  is  one  of  the  proper  effects  of  spiritual  health 
to  praise* God,  and  tto  give  him  thanks  for  benefits  re- 
ceived. Take  care  that  you  always  magnify  God,  when 
you  retire  from  the  sacrament  of  penance  freed  from 
the  deadly  palsy  of  sin,  and  say  with  royal  David,  I will 
bless  the  Lord  at  all  times , his  praisemshall  be  always 
in  my  mouth . (Ps.  33.  2.) 


On  the  cure  of  the  Man , with  a withered  hand. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st;  *ind  it  came  to  pass  also,  on  ano- 
ther Sabbath , that  he  entered  into  the  Synagogue , and 
taught , and  there  was  a man,  whose  right  hand  was 
withered.  (Luk.  6.  6.)  Christ  took  advantage  of  every 
occasion  to  bring  souls  to  bis  Father;  hence,  on  the  sab- 
bath-days he  frequented  the  synagogue,,  in  order  that  he 
might  instruct  the  multitude,  which  on  those  occasions 
was  collected  together.  He  found  in  the  synagogue  a 
man,  whose  right  hand  was  withered.  “ There  are  many, 
say*,  an  eminent  spiritual  writer,  who  in  the  church  of 
God,  have  their  left  hands  ready  for  any  evil  action, 
whilst  their  right  hands  are  withered  and  incapable  of 
performing  any  good  .action.”  Their  right  hand , is 
the  right  hand  qf  iniquity . (Ps.  143.  8.)  Examine 
your  conscience  on  this  subject. 

IL  Consider,  2d.  Then  he  saith  to  the  many+tretch 
forth  thy  hand * and  he  stretched  it  forth , and  it  was 
restored  to  health*  like  as  the  other.  (Mat.  12. 13.)  Christ 
could  easily  have  produced  the  miraculous  effect  with- 
out making  the  man  stretch  out  his  hand,  but  he  wished 
to  teach  us,  that  every  spiritual  effect  is  generally  pro- 
duced with  the  concurrence  of  his  creatures;  turn'  to 
Jtfm  2 
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mey  m/M  /A*  yLord  of  and!  uHtt  turn  to^yhu, 

(Zac.  1.  3.)  Extend,  therefore,  your  right  hand  to  good 
works,  to  the  assistance  of  your  brethren,  and  to  your 
God  in  prayer,  and  you  wiH  Without  doubt  obtain  per- 
fect spiritual  health.  Whatever’  thy  -hand  is  able  to  doy 
says  the  wise  man,  do  it  earnestly.  (EoCles.  *9.  H>.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  al- 
ways ready  to  find  fault  with  Christ,  instead  of  taking' 
advantage  of  bis  miracles  for  their  own  salvation,  makfe 
twc  of  every  oneof  his  actions  as  a motive  to  destroy 
him.  But  he  that  dwcilcth  sn  the  heavens y shall  laugh 
at  them . (Ps.  2.  4.)  Christ  however,  although  he  might 
have  annihilated  them  in  a'tnom^nt,  chose  to  bear  with 
their  insolent  audacity,  in  order  to  teach  his  followers,  to 
be  Jibe  honmlf,*  saedk  ind' humble  in  heart" 


On  tk*  'Cwpe  .af  ike  Woman,  t ako  wag  beM 
down. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  'CtensWef,  Mt.  Cfinst  being'  again  in  ft*  Syna- 
gogue aceetfting  to  his  custom,  ietotd,  fAerr  vet*  -* 
woman,  who  had  a sftfrit  of  infirmity  eighteen  year rsy 
and  she  was  bent  dowity  and  teiild  not  look  leftward*  we 
ail.  (Ltdk.  13  It.)  This  infirmity  was  caused  in  herhy 
die  devil,  as  Christ  himself  tefis  us,  either  in  pufcisbmetft 
of  her  sins,  as  was  the*caie  with  Gteri  the  leper,  tor  tty 
God’s  permission  to  try  her  'virtnte,  as  was  the  case 
with  holy  Job.  In  a -mystic^  settle,  Odr  bifermd  enemy 
induces  all  those  to  labetar  atidor  the  Same  ihfitihhft, 
who  stoop  to  wtirMly  things,  and  keep  their  minds'  and 
hearts  contimiafty  fi *ed  on  them,  in  sutfh  a mantteiy 
that  they  cannot  raise  their  thoughts  to  heaven.  t)fdk 
numerous  class  of  Christians,  h may  be  skid,  they  turn* 
td  away  their  eyes , that  they  might  not  look  unto  Acfc- 
Tffi,  nor  remerdber  just  judgments.  (Btt.  1 S.  9.} 
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II.  Consider,  3d.  Cbtiit’s  merciful  disposition  prompt- 
ed him  to  call  the  woman  to  him  and  cure  her.  Wo- 
man, thou  art  delivered  from  thy  infirmity . (Luk. 
13.  12.)  The  effect  immediately  followed  his  omnipo- 
tent word;,  for  haring  placed  his  hands  on  her,  she  was 
immediately  made  straight , and  glorified  God.  ^Ib.) 
Observe  and  imitate  die.  gratitude  of  this  #oman;  for  as 
soon  as  she  saw  herself  cured,  she  began  “to  glorify 
God.”  How  much  greater  reason  have  you  to  glorify 
God,'«r6o  Scale  th  hll  thy  diseases.  (Ps.  102.  3.)  Say 
with  the  enraptured  prophet.  The  Lord  is  my  strength 
mnd  mypraise,  and  he  is  become  salvation  to  me,  he  is 
my  Gody  and  I will  glorify  him.  (Ex.  15.  2.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  perverse  zeal  of  the  ruler  of 

the  synagogue;  he  was  angry  that  Jesus  had  cured  on 
the  Sabbath,  (lb.)  as  if  it  were  not  lawful  to  do  a good 
action,  which  was  not  servile  on  the  Sabbath  day*  Pas- 
sions and  a* desire  of  gratifying  them  are  frequently  mis- 
taken for  zeal.  Do  all  your  actions  with  a pure  and 
sincere  intention  to  please  God,  and  you  need  not  fear 
idle  judgments  which  men  may  pass  on  them.  Fear 
not  the  refiraach  of  men  and  be  not  afraid  of  their 
blasphemies.  For  the  worm  shall  eat  them * up  as  a 
garment,  and'  the  moth  shall  consume  them  as  wool. 
(Ib.5U7.)  . • 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  lore  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ERTBRTAtNM&NT. 

* 

Behold  117  love  ipeiketh  to  me,  wise  make  haste  my  lor^ 
my  dove,  my  beautiful  one  and  come.— [Cant.  ii.  10.] 

SEVENTEENTH  WEEK  AFTEB  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st  The  important  command,  which ' 
Christ  gives  us  in  the  gospel  ot  to-day  : Thou  shall  love 
the  Lord  thy  God , with  thy  whole  hearty  with  thy  .whole 
soul , and  with  all  thy  mind . (Mat.  22.  37.)  God 
wishes  us  to  make  him  the  object  of  our  souls’  love,  and 
hence  he  calls  them  his  beloved,  his  spouses  and  his 
sisters.  Often  to  me  my  sister%  my  love . (Cant.  5k  2*) 
Love  is  gained  and  supported  by  love,  and  hence  the  dis- 
ciple of  love,  St.  John  writes,  Let  us  love  God,  be* 
cause  God  first  loved  us*  (1.  Jno.  4.  19.)  This  God 

1 hath  loved  us  and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own 
blood.  (Apcuc.  1.  5.)  Never  did  mother  love  her  in- 
fant, nor  spouse  his  beloved,  so  affectionately  as  God 
loves  man.  IJe  makes  himself  man’s  companion,  his 
food,  his  ransom,  and  lastly  his  everlasting  reward. 
Surely  a being  so  loving  and  so  lovely  deserves  to  “ be 
loyed  with  your  whole  heart,  with  your  whole  soul,  and 
with  all  your  mind.” 

II.  Consider,  2d.  To-day  your  beloved  will  enter  your 
heart  in  the  holy  eucharist,  in  order  that  you  may  enjoy 
his  conversation  and  affectionate  entertainment  with 
more  leisure.  If  any  one  love  mey  he  will  kccfi  my 
wordy  and  my  Father  will  love  him , and  we  will  come 
to  him  and  make  an  abode  with  him.  (Jno.  14.  23.) 
Reflect  what  an  immensity  of  heavenly  graces  will  he 
bestowed  on  your  soul,  by  his  remaining  with  you,  if 
your  mind  be  properly  disposed  to  receive  him.  God 
says  of  himself,  W\th  me  art  richer  and  glory , gloria 
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st ts  riches  and  justice , Me/  I may  enrich  them  that  love 
me , onJ  may  Jill  their  treasures . (Prov.  8.  18,  & 21.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Your  disposition  must  be  to  re- 
turn love  for  love,  and  your  love  must  be  as  extensive 
as  you  can  render  it.  Love  consists  in  action  and  not  in 
words;  hence  Christ  says,  If  any  man  love  the , he  •wilt 
keep,  my  word , (Jno.  Sup.)  that  is,  my  commands  and 
counsels, ^nd  observe  my  admonitions.  Blush  for  your 
past  want  of  observance  of  these,  and  be  particular  in  your 
observance  of  them  for  the  future,  in  order  that  you  may 
be  able  to  say,  my  beloved  to  me  and  I ts  him , (Cant.  2. 
16.)  in  willing  or  not  willing  the  same  tiling,  that  he  loves 
or  dislikes.  There  is  a perfect  union  of  wills,  between 
two  persons,  that  lore  each  other. 


On  the  Cure  of  the  Leper. 

FART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A certain  leper  came  to  Christ  to 
be  healed.  He  entreated  Christ  to  cure  him,  with  the 
most  profound  reverence,  for  kneeling  and  falling  on 
his  face,  he  besought  him,  (Mark,  1.  40.)  He  address- 
ed him,  with  great  faith  in  his  power,  Lord , if  thou  wilt , 
he  says,  thou  canst  make  me  clean,  (Luk.  5.  12.) 
His  resignation  was  exemplary,  he  does  not  present  an 
absolute,  but  a conditional  petition,  if  thou  wilt , he  says> 
if  it  be  pleasing  to  thy  will,  thou  canst  cure  me.  Such 
ought  to  be  the  character  of  your  prayers,  humble,  full 
of  faith  and  resignation  to  the  divine  will.  To  whom 
shall  I have  respect , says  God  by  the  mouth  of  his 
prophet,  but  to  him  that  is  poor  and  little , and  qf  a 
contrite  spirit , and  that  trembleth  at  my  words,  (Is. 
66.  2.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  did  not  disdain  the  sight  and 
presence  of  this  lctathaome  spectacle,  nor  did  he  defer 
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his  cure  to  another  day,  and  although  he  might  have 
cured  him  with  a single  word,  m order  to  correct  our 
vicious  delicacy  on  similar  occasions,  he  condescended 
to  touch  him.  Wherefore , stretching-  out  his  hand , he 
touched  him , saying , I wUL,  he  thou  made  clean . (Malt 
8.  3.)  Ponder  the  words  f will,  they  import,  it  is  both 
my  wish  and  desire,  for  God  will  have  atl  men  to  he 
saved . (1.  Tim.  2.  4.)  Examine,  therefore,  if  it  be 
not  your  own  fault  that  you  are  not  purified  from  your 
spiritual  leprosy  of  sin. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  leprosy  of  the  soul,  is  Rfce 
that  of  the  body,  both  defile  the  subject  in  which  they 
exist  and  make  it  odious,  the  latter  in  the  sight  of  man* 
the  former  in  the  sight  of  God.  The  leprosy  of  the  soul, 
however,  is  more  detestable  in  the  same  proportion,  as  it 
is  more  dangerous  and  disposes  its  subject  not  to  tempo- 
rary but  to  eternal  d£ath.  Hence  the  virtuous  St.  Lewis 
with  good  reason  said,  that  he  would  rather  incur  the 
leprosy  of  the  body,  than  the  leprosy  of  the  soul,  by  sin, 
and  severely  reprehended  one  of  his  'nobles  for  making 
a contrary  Choice*  (Jno.  fo  vita,  c;  94,) 


On  the  Cure  of  the  Leper. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDXY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  having  cured  Che  leper,  Jesus 
said  to  him , see  thou  tell  no  man.  (Mat.  8.  4.)  Christ 
knew  that  he  would  publish  his  miraculous  cure,  as  he 
afterwards  did,  from  a feeling  of  gratitude,  and  there 
was  no  danger  of  vain  glory  m Christ,  why  then  did  be 
forbid  him  to  divulge  his  core?  He  did  it  for  our  instruc- 
tion, and  to  teach  us  to  avoid  vain  glory,  as  one  of  our 
most  dangerous  enemies.  Fain  glory , writes  St.  Basil, 
is  a robber  of  our  spiritual  riches , a faltering  enemy  of 
our  souls , and  the  bane  of  virtue . (Con.  Mon.  c.  1 h) 
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Examine  yourself,  on  the  subject  of  this  vice,  and  be- 
ware lest  it  may  be  said  of  you  with  truth,  you  have  re- 
ceived your  reward . (Vid.  Mat.  6.  5.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Go  show  thyself  to  the  firiest,  and 
offer  the  gift)  which  Moses  commanded  for  a testimony 
to  them . (Mat.  8.  4.)  The  law  of  Moses  reserved  to 
the  priests,  both  the  judgment  of  the  leprosy  itself  in 
case  of  doubt,  and  its  cure.  Remark,  how  observant 
Christ  was  of  the  law,  and  how  he  honoured  and  respect- 
ed the  priests,  however  malicious  they  might  be  towards 
him.  He  has  granted  much  greater  prerogatives  to  the 
priests  of  the  new  law,  who  have  the  power  of  healing 
every  kind  of  spiritual  leprosy.  Therefore,  as  often  as 
you  feel  yourself  infected  with  this  spiritual  disorder, 
go  and  show  yourself  to  the  finest*. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  According  to  the  ancient  law,  the 
leper  had  to  make  an  offering.  He  was  commanded, 
after  having  cut  off  his  hair  and  washed  his  clothes  and 
himself,  to  offer  in  sacrifice,  a lamb  without  spot.  Let 
your  offering  be  a sacrifice  of  praise;  as  often  as  you 
return  from  the  sacrament  of  penance,  offer  to  God } 
says  the  psalmist,  a sacrifice  qf  firaise . (Ps.  49.  14,) 
The  immaculate  lamb  of  God  is  offered  for  you  in  the 
sacrifice  of  the  mass. 


Sn  the  Cure  of  the  Ten  Lepers. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  As  Christ  was  passing  through 
Samaria  he  entered  a town,  where  there  met  him  ten 
lefiers , who  stood  afar  off)  and  they  lifted  uft  their  voice 
saying , Jesus,  Master,  have  mercy  on  us.  (Luk.  17. 
12.)  Their  prayer  was  accompanied  with  three  condi- 
tions, which  are  requisite  to  every  good  prayer.  1st 
They  were  humble,  for  they  stood  qfar  off.  2d.  They 
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prayed  with  unanimity  and  fervour,  they  lifted  up,  their 
voice . Earnest  and  fervent  prayer  is  pleasing  to  God; 
hence  holy  David  says,  when  1 cried  to  him , he  heard 
me.  (Ps.  21.  18.)  3d.  They  did  not  pray  that  he 

would  restore  them  to  health,  but  that  he  would  have 
mercy  on  them , thus  with  resignation  leaving  the  whole 
affair  in  the  hands  of  God.  Imitate  them  in  your 
prayers. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  he  saw  themy  he  8aidy  Go 
show  youreelves  to  the  priests.  (Ib.)  Christ  might 
have  cured*  them  in  an  instant,  but  he  wished  to  try  their 
obedience  and  to  impress  on  his  followers  a respect  for 
the  priesthood,  and  the  observances  of  the  law*  He 
wished  moreover  to  teach  us,  that  we  ought  to  repair  to 
the  priests  and  unfold  ourselves  to  them,  as  often  as  we 
are  struck  with  the  leprosy  of  sin.  Do  not  dare  to  pass 
a night  in  this  state  of  spiritual  leprosy,  for  what  would 
be  the  consequence,  if  during  that  night,  God  called 
your  sOul  to  appear  before  him?  Your  leprosy  would 
attach  to  you  for  all  eternity. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  It  came  to  pass,  as  they  went , 
they  were  made  clean.  (Ib.)  Ponder  their  prompt  obe- 
dience, and  its  fruit.  So  it  often  happens  to  those  who 
are  labouring  under  some  temptation;  while  they  are 
going  to  manifest  themselves  to  their  ghostly  Father, 
they  are  freed  and  the  enemy  has  fled.  So  also,  many, 
who  are  preparing  for  confession,  are  justified  before- 
hand by  almighty  God,  who.  gives  them  perfect  contri- 
tion. I aaidy  cries  out  the  prophet,  / will  confess 
against  myself  my  injustice  to  the  Lord , and  thou  ha*i 
forgiven  the  wickedness  of  my  sin*  {Ps.  33.  5.) 
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On  the  Cure  of  ike  Ten  Lepers. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  one  qf  them , when  he  saw 
that  he  t Pas  cleansed , went  back  with  a loud  voice  glo- 
rifying God.  (Luk.  17.  15.)  We  ought  always  to  be 
grateful  to  God  for  the  benefits,  which  we  receive  from 
him.  In  all  things , says  the  Apostle,  give  thanks , for 
this  is  the  will  qf  God . (1.  Thes.  5.  13.)  This  thanks- 
giving is  to  be  performed,  in  the  first  place,  with  a loud 
voicey  that  is  with  great  energy  and  affection.  We 
must  glorfy  God , and  with  holy  David,  extol  his  name . 
(Ps.  33.  4.)  We  must  besides,  accompany  all  this 
with  great  humility,  fall  prostrate  at  the  feet  of  our  Lord, 
and  acknowledge  ourselves  unworthy  of  his  mercies 
and  favours.  There  can  be  no  offering  more  grate- 
ful to  God,  writes  St.  Augustine,  than  that  of  thanks- 
giving. (In.  Ps.  49.  13.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Of  the  ten  lepers,  who  were  cur- 
ed only  one  returned  back.  There  is  no  one  found  to 
retumy  said  Christ  on  the  occasion,  and  give  glory  to 
Gody  but  this  stranger.  (Luk.  17.  18.)  Reflect  how 
many  thousands  there  are,  whom  God  daily  preserves 
and  feeds,  and  who  do  not  acknowledge  the  benefit. 
They  eat  their  food,  like  irrational  creatures,  without 
raising  their  minds  or  hearts  to  heaven.  I have  brought 
up.  childreny  says  God  by  his  prophet,  and  exalted  themy 
but  they  have  despised  me.  (Is.  1.  2.)  These  con- 
sider themselves  as  inhabitants  and  sons  of  the  earth, 
and  believe  that  they  possess  here*,  “ a settled  habita- 
tion but  do  you  on  the  contrary  consider  yourself  a 
stranger  and  pilgrim  in  the  world.  Then  you  will  easi- 
ly acknowledge  God’s  gifts,  and  all  his  favours  bestowed 
*on  you. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  stranger,  by  being  grateful 
for  his  corporal  health,  received  a still  greater  favour, 
the  cure  of  his  soul.  He  was  converted  to  the  gospel, 

N n 


Digitized  by  Google 


484 


SEVENTEENTH  WEEK. 


which  Christ  preached;  hence  Christ  says,  Arise,  go  . thy 
way,  for  thy  faith  has  made  thee  whole . (Ib.)-  The 

other  nine,  as  St.  Augustine  fears,  were  probably  lostt 
(Lib.  2.  c.  5.)  For  the  hope  of  the  unthanlful  shall 
melt  away , as  the  winter9*  ice,  and  shall  run  off  as  un- 
profitable water . (Wis.  14.  29.)  Take  care  then  to 
be  always  grateful  to  God,  for  the  benefits  which  you  re- 
ceive. 


On  the  Cure  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  Man. 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Whilst  Christ  was  passing  through 
Gallilee,  they  bring  to  him  one  that  was  deaf  and  dumb, 
and  they  besought  him  lay  his  hand  on  him . (Mark, 
7.  32.)  Ponder  how  meritorious  an  action  it  is,  to  bring 
others  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  endeavour  by  every  means 
consistent  with  your  state  and  calling,  to  bring  to  him 
those,  who  are  spiritually  deaf  and  dumb.  What  is  spirit- 
ual deafness  ? He  is  spiritually  deaf,  who  will  not  lis- 
ten to  the  truUis  of  faith,  nor  to  the  voice  of  God  when 
he  calls  him  to  virtue  and  perfection.  Examine  wheth- 
er you  be  not  in  some  respect  spiritually  deaf,  and  do 
not  shut  your  ears  to  the  voice  of  God  ; fear  lest  the 
terrible  words  be  addressed  to  you,  then  shall  they  call 
upon  me , and  I will  not  hear,  (Prov.  1.  28.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  What  is  spiritual  dumbness  ? He 
is  spiritually  dumb,  who  does  not  correct  his  Brother, 
when  by  doing  so,  he  can  prevent  him  from  sinning. 
He  also  is  spiritually  dumb,  who  does  not  preach  the 
word  of  God,  when  it  is  his  duty,  or  make  open  profes- 
sion of  his  faith,  when  the  honour  of  God,  his  own  oi* 
neighbour’s  good  requires  it.  Lastly,  he  labours  under 
this  spiritual  complaint,  whose  tongue  is  not  employed 
in  the  praises  of  God,  in  the  exercises  of  devotion  and 
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pious  conversations.  Wo  is  me , says  the  prophet,  because 
I held  my  peace . (Is.  6.  6.)  And,  you  that  are  mindful 
of  the  Lord  hold  not  your  peace . (Ib.  62.  6.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  did  not  reject  this  poor 
distressed  man,  but  took  him  aside  and  cured  him.  You 
also  must  retire  from  the  noise  and  bustle  of  the  world 
if  you  wish  to  be  cured.  You  must  prepare  yourself  by 
prayer  and  spiritual  exercises.  Observe  how  he  cured 
this  man,  not  by  his  word  or  command,  as  he  cured  oth- 
ers, but  he  put  his  fingers  in  his  ears , and  spitting  he 
touched  his  tongue . (Mark,  7.  33.)  Christ  performs 
his  cures  in  very  different  manners,  and  exercises  his 
followers  in  a very  different  way.  Submit  yourself  to 
his  holy  guidance  and  divine  pleasure  in  all  things,  and 
by  this  means  you  will  be  cured  of  all  your  infirmities. 


Christ  cures  the  deaf  and  dumb  Man. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  After  Christ  had  pronounced  the 
words,  be  opened , immediately  his  ears  were  opened , 
and  the  string  of  his  tongue  was  loosed,  and  he  spoke 
right.  (Mark,  7.  34.)  It  is  a sign  that  our  ears  are 
Opened,  when  we  do  not  contradict,  nor  resist  divine  in- 
spirations, but  with  all  humility  obey  them.  The  Lord 
hath  opened  my  ear , says  the  prophet,  and  I do  not 
resist . (Is.  50.  5.)  Examine  whether  the  ears  of  your 
heart  be  open  to  the  voice  of  heavenly  wisdom,  or  rather 
whether  you  be  one  of  those,  who  will  not  hear  the  Voice 
of  the  charmers . (Ps.  57.  5.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  It  is  recorded  of  this  man,  whose 
hearing  and  speech  were  restored  to  him,  not  that  he 
simply  spoke,  but  that  he  spoke  right . (Sup.)  Hence 
we  are  taught  to  place  a particular  guard  on  our 
tongues,  which  St.  James  pronounces  to  be  a world  of 
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iniquity . (3.  6.)  He  speaks  right,  who  announces 

the  praises  of  God,  who  speaks  on  things,  that  regard  sal- 
vation, and  whose  tohgue  is  not  employed  in  conversation 
on  vain  or  idle  affairs  or  in  detractions  or  murmurs. 
Examine  how  you  employ  your  tongue,  and  remember 
the  assertion  of  the  psalmist,  A man  full  of  tongue  shall 
not  he  established  in  the  earth . (Ps.  139.  12.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  upon  this  occasion  also, 
charged  them  that  they  should  tell  no  man , in  order  to 
teach  his  followers  to  shun  the  applauses  of  men;  But 
so  much  the  more , a great  deal  did  they  publish  it , and 
so  much  the  more  did  they  wonder . (Mark,  7.  36.) 
They  were  not  in  this  instance  disobedient  to  Christ, 
because  Christ  did  not  command  with  an  intention  of 
obliging  them,  but  only  did  what  humility  required  on 
his  part,  whilst  they  by  honouring  and  glorifying  him, 
performed  on  their  part  the  duty  of  gratitude.  On  this 
occasion  it  was  said  of  Christ,  he  hath  done  all  things 
well , in  order  that  you  may  learn  to  seek  perfection  in 
every  thing,  and  not  to  do  well  some  things  only,  and 
neglect  others.  In  all  things , writes  St.  Paul  to  his 
Corinthian  converts,  let  us  exhibit  ourselves  as  the  min- 
isters tf  God . (2.  Cor.  6.  4.) 


On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  strength  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

1 will  love  thee,  O Lord,  my  strength,  the  Lord  is  my  firma- 
ment, my  refuge  and  my  deliverer. — {Ps.  xvii.  2.] 

EIGHTEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  to-day. 
that  Christ  cured  a man,  that  was  afflicted  with  a pqjsy, 
(Mat.  9.  1)  Spiritual  palsy  is  an  enervation  of  the  soul 
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and  an  utter  decay  of  its  strength,  caused  by  sloth  and 
pusillanimity.  Reflect  how  prone  you  are  to  this  com- 
plaint, how  weak  you  are  in  bearing  adversity,  how 
faint-hearted  in  undertaking  any  thing  for  God,  and  lastly 
inconstant  in  keeping  your  good  resolutions.  How  remiss 
you  are  in  your  prayers  and  indevout  in  your  spiritual 
exercises.  You  may  truly  say  with  the  prophet,^  my 
strength  is  dried  up,  like  a potsherd  and  my  tongue  has 
cleaved  to  my  jaws . (Ps.  21.  16.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  is  properly  the  fortitude 
and  strength  of  your  soul;  0 Lord , says  the  prophet, 
my  might  and  my  strength , (Jer.  16.  19.)  and  another 
prophet  exclaims,  The  Lord , my  strength  and  my 
praise . (Is.  12.  2.)  This  effect  he  chiefly  produces 
in  the  holy  eucharist,  for  in  that  sacrament,  when  wor- 
thily received,  he  gives  the  soul  strength  to  overcome 
every  fear  and  difficulty,  and  to  undertake  and  succeed 
in  every  enterprize,  however  great,  when  it  has  for  its 
object  the  glory  of  God.  Hence  the  eucharist  is  called 
by  the  holy  Fathers,  the  bread  of  the  strongs  the  food 
of  the  great , the  bread  that  confirms  and  strengthens 
the  heart  of  man . The  loaf  of  bread  which  was  given 
to  Elias,  and  which  enabled  him  to  walk  forty  clays  and 
forty  nights,  to  the  mountain  of  God,  was  a figure  of  the 
eucharistic  bread.  Wish  therefore  for  the  happy  mo- 
ment, iri  which  you  are  to  receive  this  divine  and  hea- 
venly food. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  order  that  you  may  be  well 
disposed  to  obtain  the  cure  of  your  spiritual  palsy,  you 
must  imitate  the  faith  of  the  sick  man.  Approach  there- 
fore with  confidence;  throw  yourself  into  the  arms  of  the 
saints,  especially  of  the  blessed  virgin,  in  order  that  they 
may  conduct  and  present  you  to  our  Lord.  Say  with 
the  psalmist,  In  theey  OLordy  have  I hoped;  thou  hast 
made  my  arms  like  a brazen  bowy  because  thou  art  my 
strength  and  my  refuge.  (Ps.  30.  3.  tc  Ps.  17.  35.)' 
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Or  the  Cure  qf  the  Mem  who  was  barn  MM. 


PAST  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Jesus  /tossing  by,  saw  a man  that 
was  blind  from  his  birth . (Jno.  9.  1.)  He  beheld 
him  with  the  eyes  of  mercy,  and  immediately  began  to 
think  of  a remedy.  _ Entreat  him  to  look  on  you  with  the 
same  affection,  See  my  abjection  and.  my  labour , and 
forgive  me  all  my  sins . (Ps.  24.  18.)  We  are  all  born 
blind,  for  we  are  all  born  in  sin,  and  involved  in  the  dark* 
ness  of  ignorance,  in  consequence  of  the  transgression 
of  our  first  parents.  Those  characters,  are  in  a special 
manner  “blind  from  their  birth,”  who  boast  of  their  noble 
birth  and  their  parentage;  virtue , with  great  truth,  writes 
a profane  poet,  is  the  only  true  nobility . (Sav.  Sat.) 
Examine  your  conscience  on  this  subject. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  His  disciflles  asked  him , Rabbi , 
who  hath  sinned , this  man  or  his  parents , that  he  should 
be  bom  blind ? Jesus  answered , neither  has  this  man 
sinned  nor  his  parents , but  that  the  works  of  God  be 
made  manifest  in  him.  (Jno.  9.  2.)  Learn  from  this, 
that  sicknesses  and  calamities  are  not  always  sent  as 
punishments  of  sin,  but  to  give  us  opportunities  of  in* 
creasing  the  glory  of  God,  by  our  virtuous  submis- 
sion. Such  was  the  case  with  holy  Job,  Tobias  and  others, 
in  which  cases,  I must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent 
me , observes  Jesus  Christ,  whilst  it  is  day , (lb.)  that  is, 
whilst  the  day  of  this  mortal  life  lasts.  With  much 
more  reason  ought  you  to  perform  the  same  works, 
whilst  you  exist,  before  you  go<>  and  return  no  more9 
to  a land  that  is  dark  and  covered  with  the  mist  of  death . 
(Tob.  10.  21.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  spat  vn  the  ground , and 
made  clay  of  the  spittle  and  spread  the  clay  upon  his 
eyes . (Ib.)  He  applied  a contrary  remedy,  to  show 
his  power.  If  you  wish  to  be  relieved  from  the  spiritu- 
al blindness  of  your  soul,  frequently  think  of  the  base 
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materials  of  which  you  are  formed.  Remember,  man, 
that  dust  thou  arty  and  into  dust  thou  shalt  return . 
(Gen.  3.  19.) 


On  the  Cure  of  the  Man } who  was  bom  blind. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  This  poor  man  was  grateful  for  the 
favour,  which  he  had  received  from  Christ.  He  pub- 
lished loudly  to  the  world,  That  man , who  is  called  Je - 
8U8y  made  clay  and  anointed  my  eyes.  (Jno.  9.  11.) 
He  resolutely  and  constantly  professed  Christ  to  be  a 
prophet,  even  before  the  Pharisees,  without  fearing  the 
dangerous  consequences  of  their  anger.  He  patiently 
bore  all  the  insults  and  contumelious  language  of  these 
hypocrites.  Thou  art  wholly  horn  in  sinsy  they  say,  and 
dost  thou  teach  us  ? (Ib.  34.)  Such  are  the  resolu- 
tion and  patience  of  a soul,  which  is  enlightened  by  the 
grace  of  God.  Examine  how  you  may  imitate  this 
man. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  man  was  immediately  driven 
out  of  the  synagogue,  for  speaking  so  well  of  Christ. 
Learn  to  suffer  willingly  in  a good  cause,  for  all  who 
will  live  fiiou8ly  in  Christ  Jesus , shall  suffer  persecu- 
tion. (2.  Tim.  3.  12.)  Christ  did  not  abandon  this 
man,  whom  the  Pharisees  had  rejected,  but  went  to  seek 
him  and  revealed  his  divinity  to  him,  and  falling  down  he 
adored  him . (Jno.  9.  38.)  Often  excite  yourself  to  simir 
lar  acts  of  faith,  and  adore  your  God,  in  an  humble  pos- 
ture. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  reproved  the  pride  of  the 
Pharisees,  who  were  nevertheless  wise  and  quick-sight- 
ed in  their  own  opinions.  For  judgmenty  he  says,  I 
come  into  this  worldy  that  they  who  see  not  may  seey  and 
they  who  see  may  become  blind . (Ib.  38.  v.)  The 
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poor  and  simple  are  to  become  acquainted  with  the 
truth,  but  the  proud  and  the  wise  ones  of  this  world  will 
be  struck  blind  at  the  greatness  of  Christ’s  splendour. 
Hence  the  author  of  the  Proverbs  advises  us,  Be  not 
wiae  in  thy  own  conceit  a , (Pro.  3.  7.)  lest  becoming 
' blind,  thou  run  headlong  into  perdition. 


On  the  Cure  of  the  blind  Man  of  Jericho,  I 
WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  It  came  to  ftaaa , that  when  Jeaua 
drew  nigh  to  Jericho , a certain  blind  man , sat  by  the 
way-aide  begging.  (Luk.  18.  35.)  This  blind  man  is 
a perfect  prototype  of  every  sinner.  For  in  the  first 
place,  a sinner  sits  in  darkness  and  finds  rest  and  satis- 
faction in  his  sins,  for  he  is  habituated  to  them.  He 
does  not  sit  in  the  way,  but  by  the  way,  in  which  the 
virtuous  cheerfully  run,  and  aim  at  perfection.  I have 
run , says  the  royal  psalmist,  the  way  of  thy  command - 
menta.  (Ps.  113.  32.)  The  sinner  a it  a begging  some 
trifling  and  idle  comfort  from  those,  who  pass  by,  that 
is,  he  seeks  for  that  comfort  from  creatures,  which  is 
only  to  be  derived  from  the  creator.  How  unfortunate- 
ly blind  are  those  people,  who  cannot  discover  subjects 
of  interest  when  you  place  before  them  the  torments  of 
hell  or  the  joys  of  heaven!  They  walk , as  St.  Augustinfe 
says,  from  darkneaa  into  darkneaa.  (Aug.  Solil.  c.  35.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  fervour  of  this  Wind  man, 
when  he  heard  that  it  was  Christ,  who  was  passing  by. 
Actuated  by  a strong  faith,  he  acknowledged  his  power 
and  implored  his  mercy,  Jeaua , aon  of  David , he  said, 
have  mercy  on  me.-  (Ib.)  Though  others  endeavour 
to  prevent  him,  he  still  perseveres  in  imploring  Christ’s 
mercy.  The  more  they  opposed  him,  the  more  his 
fervour  increased;  But  he  cried  out  much  more.  (Ib.) 
Learn  hence,  that  you  ought  to  be  constant  and  fervent 
in  the  service  of  God,  and  feel  convinced,  that  nothing 
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ought  ever  to  make  your  thoughts  wander,*  whilst  you 
are  praying  for  the  “one  thing  netessary.”  Neither 
your  employments,  nor  your  corporal  necessities,  nor 
any  thing  else  ought  to  attract  your  mind,  when  you  are 
treating  with  God,  concerning  your  salvation. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  stood  and  asked  the  blind 
man,  what  wilt  thou  that  I do  to  thee?  (Ib.)  In  gene- 
ral he  does  not  give  us  his  grace  unless  we  ourselves 
co-operate  with  it.  The  blind  man  answered,  Lardy 
that  I may  see.  (Ib.  v.  41.)  Present  a similar  petition 
to  your  Lord:  say  to  him,  “Lord  grant  that  I may  see,” 
grant,  that  I may  see  you,  and  see  myself,  Enlighten 
my  eyesy  that  I never  sleep  in  deaths  O,  my  Godr> 
enlighten  my  darkness . (Ps.  12.  4.  and  17.  29.) 


On  the  Cure  of  the  blind  Man  at  Bethaaida. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  they  came  to  Bethsaiday  and 
they  bring  to  him  a blind  many  and  they  besought  him 
to  touch  himy  and  taking  the  blind  man  by  the  handy  he 
led  him  out  qf  the  town.  (Mark.  8.  22.)  “That  man 
is  blind,  who  does  not  see,  what  he  was,  what  he  is,  and 
what  he  is  to  be.”  (Glos:)  Examine  whether  or  not 
you  be  spiritually  blind,  and  believe,  that  whosoever 
wishes  to  ho  cured  of  this  disease,  must  suffer  himself 
to  be  led  by  Christ  out  of  the  towny  that  is,  out  of  the 
bustle  and  noise  of  the  world,  and  then  he  will  be 
enlightened. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  did  not  immediately,  and 
by  a single  word  cure  this  man,  as  he  did  so  many  others, 
but  spitting  upon  his  eyesy  and  laying  his  hands  on  himy 
he  asked  himy  tf  he  saw  any  thing . (Ib.  23.  v.)  Thus 
Christ  pursues  different  means  in  enlightening  the  minds 
of  men:  into  some  he  introduces  the  effect  in  a moment; 
into  others,  by  degrees.  In  this  last  manner  the  blind 
man  recovered  his  sight;  in  the  first  stage  of  his  cure, 
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1 secy  he  ssud,  men  as  trees  walking . (Ib.)  To  men 
who  are  not  thoroughly  enlightened  by  divine  grace,  all 
worldly  things  must  appear  much  greater,  than  they 
really  are.  In  another  sense,  wicked  men  may  be  called 
trees,  for  unless  they  bear  fruit,  “ they  will  be  cut  down 
and  cast  into  the  fire.” 

III.  Consider,  3d.  His  sight  was  at  last  perfectly 
restored  to  this  blind  man,  so  that  he  saw  all  things 
elearly . (Ib.  25.  v.)  Entreat  your  Lord  that  you  may 
see  all  things  clearly,  and  be  enabled  to  distinguish  be- 
tween true  and,  false,  solid  and  counterfeit  good.  Many 
things  are  represented  in  false  colours , which  stand  in 
need  of  Being  cleared , 0 Lordy  by  your  divine  light, 
(Hym.  ad  Lau.)  Christ,  lastly,  said  to  the  man,  go  into 
thy  house.  (Ib.)  Our  house  and  our  home  is  heaven, 
for,  as  St.  Paul  says,  you  are  fellow-citizens  with  the 
Saints , and  the  domestics  qf  God.  (Ephes.  2.  19.)  Act 
therefore,  as  a domestic  of  God,  and  a son  of  light,  for 
fear  the  Lord  strike  thee  with  madness  and  blindness 
and  fury  qf  mind , and  make  thee  grope  at  mid-day , as 
the  blind  is  wont  to  grope  in  the  darky  and  not  make 
straight  thy  ways.  (Deu.  28.  28.) 


On  the  Cure  of  the  lunatic  Child. 

PART  FIRST. 

FJRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  great  tyranny,  which  the  De- 
vil exercises  on  the  bodies  of  those,  whom  God  permits 
him  to  possess.  In  the  case  of  the  lunatic  child,  he 
dashed  him  against  the  ground,  made  him  foam  at  the 
mouth,  often  cast  him  into  the  fire,  and  often  into  the  wa- 
ter. If  he  be  so  tormenting  in  this  life,  what  must  he 
be  in  the  next  ? In  this  world  his  hands  are  tied,  but 
in  the  next  he  has  complete  possession  of  the  poor  sin- 
ner. Of  this  horrid  empire  in  hell,  the  prophet  says, 
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the  stream*  thereof  shall  be  turned  into  flitch , and  the 
ground  thereof  into  brimstone,  and  the  land  thereof  shall 
become  burning  flitch.  (Is.  34.  9.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  Devil  exercises  a similar 
power  in  this  world  over  sinners,  who  are  subject  to  him. 
He  makes  them  lunatic,  that  is,  inconstant  like  the 
moon,  in  their  resolutions  of  reform.  He  renders  them 
deaf  to  the  inspirations  of  God  and  dumb  in  his  praises. 
He  * casts  them  on  the  ground’  by  making  them  fix  their 
affection  on  earthly  things.  He  makes  them  foam  at  the 
mouth,  and  gnash  their  teeth,  by  inducing  them  to  make 
use  of  foul  and  unworthy  language.  He  often  throws 
them  into  the  fires  o'f  concupiscence,  and  extinguishes 
every  kindling  spark  of  virtue  by  throwing  them  into  the 
watery  gulphs  of  worldly  pleasures.  Follow  thef  advice 
of  the  Apostle,  and  be  one  of  those,  who  recover  Jhem- 
selves  from  the  snares  of  the  Devil , by  whom  they  are- 
held  cafilives  at  his  will . (2.  Tim.  2.  26.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  lunatic  child,  was  first  pre- 
sented to  the  Apostles,  who  could  not  cure  him.  So 
ought  we  to  have  recourse  to  every  human  means  be- 
fore we  expect  a miracle  from  God.  The  disciples 
were  not  permitted  to  cure  this  youth,  probably  to  in- 
crease and  preserve  their  humility.  Cherish  this  virtue, 
and  say  with  the  pious  David,  It  is  good  for  me,  that 
thou  hast  humbled  me,  that  I may  learn  thy  justifica - 
tions.  (Ps.  118.  71.) 


On  the  Cure  of  the  lunatic  Child. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  Christ  was  requested  to 
cure  this  youth,  he  reprehended  the  incredulity  of  his 
disciples.  O,  incredulous  generation,  how  long  shall  I 
suffer  you.  (Mark,  9. 18.)  Learn  from  this  how  odi- 
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ous  in  the  sight  of  God  are  incredulity  and  obstinacy  of 
belief.  When  the  possessed  lunatic  was  brought  before 
him,  immediately  the  spirit  troubled  him , and  being 
thrown  down  upon  the  ground  he  rolled  about foaming . 
How  bold  and  insolent  is  this  infernal  spirit,  even  in  the 
presence  of  Christ  Do  not,  therefore,  wonder  if  he  as- 
sail you,  during  your  most  sacred  devotions,  when  you 
approach  the  sacrament  of  the  altar. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  command  of  Christ  dispos- 
sessed the  Devil,  although  he  had  possessed  this  young 
man  from  bis  infancy.  Thou  deaf  and  dumb  spirit , I 
command  thee,  go  oat  of  him  and  enter  no  more  into  him. 
(Mark,  9.  24.)  O Lord,  speak  with  the  same  efficacy 
to  my  soul.  Observe  how  the  Devil  crying  out  and 
greatly  tearing  him  went  out  of  him.  (Ib.)  Whilst  he 
possessed  this  young  man,  he  behaved  more  mildly  to 
him;  but  when  he  was  forced  to  depart,  he  began  to  tear 
him.  The  Devil  is  always  most  malicious  when  we 
abandon  his  service. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  His  disease  was  difficult  of  cure, 
because  it  was  inveterate  and  had  grown  with  him  from 
his  infancy.  It  is  difficult  to  abandon  vices,  to  which 
you  have  been  long  accustomed.  A long  sickness  is 
troublesome  to  the  physician.  (Eccle.  10.  11.)  Christ 
observed  of  this  evil  spirit,  this  kind  can  go  out  by  noth - 
ing  but  by  prayer  and  fasting.  (Ib.)  Learn  to  appre- 
ciate the  value  of  these  spiritual  weapons,  and  to  use 
them  successfully  against  your  arch-enemy. 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  the  frie  nd  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Eat,  O friends,’ and  drink  and  be  inebriated,  my  beloved. — 
[Cant.  v.  1.] 

NINETEENTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider*  1st.  In  tfie  gospel  of  to-day,  we  read 
the  following  expression:  Friend  how  comeat  thou  in 
hither , not  having  on  a wedding  garment.  (Mat.  22^ 
12.)  Christ  in  the  most  merciful  manner  invites  all 
mankind  to  become  his  friends,  and  in  as  much  as  de- 
pends on  him,  wishes  to  be  our  universal  friend.  He  en- 
deavoured to  bring  even  Judas  back  to  a sense  of  his  duty, 
whilst  he  was  practising  treason  against  him.  Friend , 
he  asked  him,  whereunto  art  thou  come.  (Mat.  26.  50.) 
Ponder  the  greatness  of  the  honour,  which*  he  doesi  us. 
We  are  not  worthy  to  be  servants , writes  St.  Gregory, 
and  we  are  styled  friends.  What  an  honour  is  it,  for  mi- 
serable wretches  formed  of  the  dust  of  the  earth  to  be 
the  friends  of  the  ruler  of  the  universe ! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  friend  of  yours  will  visit  you 
to-day  in  the  eucharist,  to  instruct  you  with  his  divine 
wisdom,  to  enrich  you  with  his  treasures,  to  defend  you 
by  his  power,  and  to  inflame  you  with  his  love.  Among 
friends  all  things  are  in  common.  It  is  recorded  of  the 
friendship,  which  existed  between  David  and  Jonathan, 
the  soul  of  Jonathan  was  knit  with  the  soul  of  David . 
(1.  Kings,  18.  1.)  The  friendship  of  Christ  however 
in  our  regard,  proceeds  much  farther.  He  gives  him- 
self to  us  for  our  meat  and  drink.  Under  these  ap- 
pearances he  enters  into  your  breast,  in  order,  as  St. 
Cyril  remarks,  that  he  may  be  joined  in  flesh  an  d blood 
with  you.  (Cant.  4.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  best  preparation  to  receive 
your  Saviour  is  to  return  love  for  love.  This  your  lor- 
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ing  friend  requires  from  every  one,  and  he  has  instituted 
this  banquet  For  such  only  as  return  love  for  love.  £at, 
O friends,  he  says,  and  drink , and  be  inebriated , my  be - 
loved.  (Cant.  5.  1.)  In  the  gospel  of  to-day,  he  con- 
demns to  perpetual  darkness,  the  man  who  presented 
himself,  without  the  nufitial  garment  of  charity.  Love 
therefore,  this  kind  friend  of  yours,  and  do  whatever  he 
inspires  you  to  do,  remembering  his  expression  record- 
ed in  the  gospel  of  St.  John,  you  are  my  friends , if  you 
do  the  things , that  I command  you.  (15.  14.) 

— 4 — 

On  the  Woman  cured  of  the  Issue  of  Blood. 

MONDAY. 

% 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  behold  a woman , who  was 
troubled  with  an  issue  qf  blood , twelve  years , who  had 
bestowed  all  her  substance  on  fihysicians , and  could 
not  be  healed  by  any , came  behind  him , and  touched  the 
hem  of  his  garment.  (Mat.  9.  20.)  Admire  the  hu- 
mility of  this  woman,  who  did  not  presume  to  ask  Christ 
to  cure  her;  nor  to  appear  before  him,  but  privately 
touched  his  garment.  Her  confidence  was  equally  great; 
she  said  within  herself  if  I shall  but  touch  his  gar- 
ment, I shall  be  healed . (Ib.  21.)  Those  Christians,  in 
a spiritual  sense,  labour  under  the  disease  of  thi9  woman, 
who  spend  their  time  in  pursuing  the  vain  and  perisha- 
ble things  of  this  earth,  and  direct  all  their  actions  to 
them:  they  spend  their  substance  in  vain  on  physicians, 
who  cannot  cure  them;  for  the  deceitful  pleasures  and 
idle  enjoyments  of  the  world  can  never  cure  the  ailments 
of  an  immortal  soul,  whose  capacity  nothing  but  God 
can  fill. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  the  woman  had  touched 
Christ’s  garment,  she  received  perfect  health,  as  a re- 
ward for  her  faith.  With  how  much  more  reason  may 
those  expect  to  receive  perfect  spiritual  health,  who 
touch  not  only  the  garment  of  Christ,  but  receive  in  the 
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eucharist  his  own  all-healing  body  and  blood.  Remark 
how  this  touch  of  the  woman  did  not  escape  Christ’s 
knowledge;  and  learn  hence,  that  no  action  of  yours, 
however  secret,  can  be  concealed  from  God,  whose  eye * 
are  often  upon  all  the  ways  of  the  children  of  Adam .— 
(Jer.  32.  19.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Although  the  multitude  pressed 
on  Christ,  he  asked,  Who  is  that , that  touched  me  ? (Ib.) 
The  others  touched  him  corporally;  but  this  woman 
touched  him  spiritually,  and  therefore  she  was  cured. 
Thus,  many  touch  Christ,  particularly  in  the  eucharist; 
but  do  it  without  spiritual  feeling.  Of  such  as  these 
the  prophet  speaks,  when  he  says,  for  as  much  as  this 
fieofile  draw  near  me  with  their  mouth , and  with  their 
lifts  glortfy  me,  but  their  hearts  are  far  from  me,  (Is. 
29.  13.)  Avoid  being  classed  with  that  kind  of  false 
Christians. 


On  the  Raising  of  the  Ruler  of  the  Syna- 
gogue’s Daughter. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Behold  there  came  a man,'( whose 
name  was  Jairus ,)  and  he  was  a ruler  of  the  Syna- 
gogue, and  he  fell  down  at  the  feet  of  Jesus,  (Luk.  8. 
41.)  Observe,  how  misfortunes  humble  even  rulers, 
and  force  them  to  have  recourse  to  God.  Hence,  king 
David  says,  It  is  good  for  me,  that  thou  hast  humbled 
me;  (Ps.  118.  71.)  and  again>  I am  turned  in  my  an- 
guish, whilst  the  thorn  is  fastened,  (Ps.  31.  4.)  This 
ruler  prays  for  his  only  daughter,  who  was  at  the  point  of 
death.  Examine  whether  your  soul  be  not  at  the  point 
of  death,  in  consequence  of  your  carelessness  in  resist- 
ing some  grievous  temptation,  or  of  your  not  avoiding 
venial  sins. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ’s  goodness  in  going  imme- 
diately to  the  hiler’s  house,  although  he  might  have 
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cured  her,  whilst  he  was  at  a distance.  Besides,  to 
teach  us  humility,  he  endeavours  as  much  as  he  can,  to 
conceal  the  miraele,  by  taking  only  three  of  his  disciples* 
with  him,  and  by  driving  the  musicians  arid  the  multi- 
tude out  of  the  house.  Learn  to  sequester  yourself 
from  the  noise  and  rabble  of  worldly  thoughts,  if  you 
„ desire  to  live  for  Christ.  Wisdom , says  the  sea , is  not 

in  me,  (Job.  28.  14.)  By  the  sea,  says  St.  Gregory, 
interpreting  this  passage,  is  meant  the  world.  (Greg,  ib.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ  taking  her  by  the  handy 
cried  out  saying:  maid  arise . (Luk.  8.  54.)  Thus  he 
raises  up  sinners  from  their  sins,  holds  them  by  the 
hand,  and  directs  them  to  good  works.  And  ,he  bade 
them  to  give  her  to  eaty  (lb.)  to  show  you,  that  those 
who  rise,  from  a state  of  sin,  must  receive  the  spiritual 
food  of  the  eucharist,  to  prevent  them  from  relapsing. 
Take  care  then,  that  you  receive  this  food  often,  and  in 
a proper  manner,  that  you  may  live  forever. 


On  the  Raising  of  the  Widow's  Son  in  Naim. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Jesus  went  into  a city  called  Naim, 
and  behold  a dead  man  was  carried  outy  the  only  son 
of  his  mother . (Luk.  7.  11.)  This  was  a young  man 
in  the  flower  of  youth;  learn  hence,  that  no  age  is  secure 
against  the  shafts  of  death.  Imagine,  that  this  young 
man  addresses  you  in  the'  language  of  Ecclesiasticus; 
Remember  my  judgmenty  for  thine  alsoy  shall  be  so ; 
yesterday  for  me9  and  to-day  for  thee . (Eccli.  38.  22.) 
Examine  what  would  become  of  you,  were  you  to  die 
this  very  day.  This  young  man  died  to  God  in  a spi- 
ritual sense,  sooner  than  others,  who  were  older;  for  as 
St.  Jerom  says,  Youth  has  many  conflicts  of  the  body 
to  undergo . (Epis.  ad  Ness.) 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  Our  Lord  met  the  corpse,  not  by 
chance,  but  by  design,  and  offered,  of  his  own  accord, 
to  raise  the  dead  man.  Oh,  how  frequently  has  he  offer- 
ed his  assistance,  to  raise*  you  from  the  death  of  sin,  and 
you  have  refused.  Beware  lest  you  wilfully  resist  and 
contemn  the  grace,  which  he  offers  you,  for  fear  he  may 
Utter  the  dreadful  sentence  against  you,  I will  laugh  in 
your  destruction . (Prov.  1.  24.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Christ,  moved  with  compassion 
for  the  forlorn  widow,  said  to  her,  Weep.  noty  for  you 
shall  soon  be  comforted.  In  the  same  manner,  do  not 
you  Weep,  or  be  overcome  with  temporal  losses,  which 
will  soon  be  remedied;  but  rather  reserve  your  tears,  for 
the  everlasting  evils,  that  are  the  results  of  your  own 
and  others’  sins.  Of  such  as  these  it  is  said,  Blessed 
are  they  that  mourn , for  they  shall  be  comforted . 
(Mat.  5.  5.) 


On  the  Raising  of  the  Widow’s  Son  in  Nhim. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  he  came  near  and  touched 
the  bier , ( and  they  that  carried  it  stood  stilly ) and  he 
saidy  young  many  I say  to  thee  arise . (Luk.  7.  14.) 
He  speaks  in  the  most  imperious  manner,  to  show  that 
he  is  the  Lord  of  all  things,  that  hath  power  of  life  and 
deathy  and  leadeth  down  to  the  gates  of  deathy  and 
bringeth  back  again . (Vid.  Wis.  16.  13.)  Sin  is  the 
death  of  the  soul,  and  hell  its  grave;  for  the  rich  man 
diedy  and  he  was  buried  in  hell . (Luk.  16.  22.)  The 
bier  on  w hich  the  sinful  soul  is  conducted  to  hell,  is  the. 
body,  and  the  bearers  are  our  vicious  habits;  and  as  the 
bier  of  a dead  man  is  often  ornamented  with  sHk  and 
gold,  whilst  the  corpse  which  it  carries  is  corruption 
itself,  so  is  the  body  often  adorned  and  covered  with  the 
O O .2 
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ricnest  cloths,  whilst  the  soul  which  it  contains  is  abo- 
minable in  the  sight  of  God.  Christ  often  comes,  and 
touches  the  bier,  that  is,  afflicts  the  body  with  some  sick- 
ness, and  by  this  means  brings  the  sinner  to  life  again. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  he  that  was  dead , eat  ufi , and 
began  to  speak , and  he  delivered  him  to  hie  mother . 
(Ib.)  What  joy  must  have  flowed  into  this  widow’s 
heart ! How  the  company  must  have  been  astonished ! 
Thus  a sinner,  who  returns  to  the  life  of  grace,  begins  to 
speak  of  such  things,  as  belong  to  God,  confesses  his 
sins,  asks  pardon,  and  glorifies  God. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  there  came  a fear  on  them 
ally  and  they  glorified  him . (Ib.)  From  the  astonishing 
miracle,  which  they  Jiad  witnessed,  there  arose  in  the 
by-standers  a fear  of  offending  a God  of  such  infinite 
power,  a God,  that  killeth  and  maketh  alive  again ; he 
bringeth  down  to  Helly  and  bringeth  back  again.  (1. 
Kings,  2.  6.)  Reflect  how  necessary  it  is  for  you  to  pos- 
sess this  holy  fear.  For  the  fear  of  the  Lord  hateth  evily 
(Prov.  8.  13.)  And  they  that  fear  the  Lordy  will  seek 
after  the  thingSy  that  are  well  pleasing  to  him9  (Eccli. 
2.  19.) 


On  the  Resuscitation  of  Lazarus. 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  There  was  a certain  man  sicky 
named  Lazarus  in  Bethania . (Jno.  11.  1.)  The  death 
of  Eazarus  proceeded  from  a languishing  disease.  So 
also  does  the  death  of  the  soul  ensue  from  tepidity  and 
tjecay  of  spirit,  if  they  be  not  cured  in  time.  When  con- 
cupiscence hath  conceivedy  it  bringeth  forth  sin9  but  sin 
when  it  is  completedy  begetteth  death.  (Jam.  1.  15.) 
The  infirmity  of  our  nature  is  an  incentive  to  sin,  but  in- 
jures no  one  but  those,  who  willingly  yield  to  it.  In 
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regard  to  those,  who  resist  and  fight  manfully,  this  infir- 
mity will  increase  their  merit.  Gladly  therefore , writes 
St.  Paul,  will  I glory  in  my  infirmities , that  the  power 
of  Christ  may  dwell  in  me.  (2.  Cor.  12.  9.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  His  sisters  therefore  sent  to  him 
saying  Lord , behold  he  whom  thou  lovest  is  sick . (Jno. 
11.  3.)  They  do  not  prescribe  to  him,  what  they  wish 
him  to  do ; to  a loving  friend  it  is  sufficient  to  intimate 
our  necessities.  Such  ought  to*  be  the  nature  of  our 
prayers,  particularly  in  regard  to  health  and  other  tem- 
poral blessings,  for  we  do  not  know  in  such  cases  what 
is  expedient  for  our  salvation.  Christ  did  not  immedi- 
ately go,  but  delayed  two  whole  days,  to  exercise  their 
faith  and  patience  and  to  render  the  miracle  more  illus- 
trious. So  he  often  acts  with  you;  the  labour  of  the 
combat , says  St.  Gregory,  is  prolonged , in  order  that 
the  crown  may  be  greater.  (Gr.  26.  Mor.  c.  15.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Some  attempted  to  dissuade  Christ 
from  returning  into  Judea,  to  cure  Lazarus,  because  the 
Jews  had  sought  for  him,  to  stone  him  to  death.  Then , 
Thomas  said  to  his  fellow  disciples , let  us  also  go , that 
we  may  die  with  him.  (lb.)  Such  ought  to  be  the  zeal 
and  courage  of  Apostolical  men : they  ought  to  con- 
temn every  danger,  and  even  life  itself,  when  the  good 
of  souls  and  the  glory  of  God  are  in  question.  You 
ought  often  to  make  such  fervent  acts  as  these,  in  order 
that  if  persecution  rise  against  you,  you  may  be  able  to 
stand  in  the  day  of  battle  (Ps.  132  9)  and  to  say  with  St. 
Paul,  Neither  do  I count  my  life  more  precious  than 
myself.  (Acts,  20.  24.) 
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On  the  Resuscitation  of  Lazarus. 

PART  SECOND* 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  Jesus  came  to  the  grave  of 
Lazarus,  he  groaned  in  the  spirit)  and  humbled  himseff) 
and  he  wept)  (Jno.  1 1, 33.  Sc  35.)  He  acted  in  this  man- 
ner, from  a principle  of  charity,  to  weep  with  those  that 
weep)  (Rom.  12.  15.)  and  convince  us  that  we  have  not 
a high  priest)  who  cannot  have  compassion  on  our  in- 
firmities. (Heb.  4.  15.)  Then  he  said  to  them,  take 
away  the  stone  ; and  lifting  up  his  eyes  ( lb.)  he  address- 
ed a prayer  to  his  eternal  Father,  to  teach  us.  that  we 
ought  to  take  away  every  impediment  to  our  salvation, 
and  always  to  implore  the  divine  assistance,  when  we 
undertake  any  serious  work,  particularly  the  conversion 
of  sinners. 

II.  Consider  2d.  When  the  tomb-stone  was  removed, 
Jesus  cried  with  a loud  voice : Lazarus  come  forth . (Ib.) 
Ponder  the  power  and  efficiency  of  that  word,  which 
even  the  dead  obey.  For  presently  he  that  had  been 
dead , came  forth , bound  feet  and  hands , with  winding 
bands , and  his  face  was  bound  about  with  a napkin . (Ib.) 
This  man  that  lay  four  days  in  his  grave  is  a perfect  em- 
blem of  an  inveterate  sinner,  bound  and  fettered  with 
evil  habits,  as  so  many  winding  bands,  pressed  and  kept 
down  by  the  custom  of  sinning,  as  if  he  were  in  his 
grave,  and  finally  shut  up  and  enclosed  by  hardness  of 
heart,  as  with  a tomb-stone.  Such  sinners  are  almost 
incorrigible;  hence  Christ  « cried  out  with  a loud  voice.” 
He  daily  cries  out  to  such,  and  is  not  heard.  Fear  the 
habit  of  sinning,  for  as  St.  Augustine  says,  He  scarcely 
can  rise , who  is  borne  doim  by  sin.  (c.  19  in  Joan.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  Pharisees  having  heard  of 
this  miraculous  resuscitation,  from  that  day  they  de- 
vised to\put  him  to  death . (Ib.)  Learn  from  this,  that 
there  is  no  action,  however  holy  or  virtuous,  which  is 
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not  a subject  of  envy  op  calumny  with  disaffected  per- 
sons. 


On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  a worker  of  miracles. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Stand  and  consider  the  wondrous  works  of  God.-— [Job* 
xxxvii.  14.] 

TWENTIETH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, Unless  you  see  signs  and  wonders , you  believe  not . 
C Jno.  4.  48.)  Christ  wrought  many  wonders,  in  order  to 
confirm  our  faith;  and  hence  he  is  foretold  as  the  won- 
derful, by  his  prophet  Isaias.  (Is.  9.  6.)  He  never,  how- 
ever, appeared  more  wonderful  than  in  the  eucharist; 
and  in  order  to  render  this  sacrament  more  dear  to  us, 
he  has  made  it  an  abridgment  of  all  his  other  wonderful 
actions.  In  this,  He  hath  made  a remembrance  of  all 
his  wonderful  works , being  a mercfful  and  a gracious 
Lord,  he  hath  given  food  to  them  that  fear  him . 
(110.  4.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Many  miracles  are  contained  in 
the  sacrament  of  the  eucharist.  1.  The  substances  of 
the  bread  and  wine  are  entirely  changed,  when  the  priest 
has  pronounced  the  words  of  Jesus  Christ,  this  is  my 
body,  this  is  my  blood , and  in  place  of  these  succeeds 
the  same  body  of  Christ,  which  is  glorious  in  heaven  and 
adored  by  the  angels  and  saints.  No  change  was  ever 
so  miraculous  as  this.  2d.  In  regard  to  the  accidents  of 
bread  and  wine,  they  are  preserved,  and  exist  without  their 
original  subject,  they  are  nevertheless  active  and  nour- 
ish as  if  they  were  inherent  in  their  own  proper  subject ; 
and  transcending  all  the  powers  of  nature,  they  are  the 
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appearances,  under  which  Christ  is  conveyed  to  the 
soul,  the  author  and  bestower  of  grace.  3d.  As  to  the 
body  of  Christ,  it  is  complete  and  entire  in  each  host, 
and  when  the  parts  are  separated,  in  each  part  of  them; 
he  is  whole  and  entire  in  different  places  at  the  same 
time,  indivisible,  and  equally  sufficient  for  one  and  for 
many.  Truly,  there  was  no  such  work  made  m any 
kingdom . (3.  Kings,  JO.  20.)  % 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  necessary  preparation  for 
receiving  this  miraculous  food,  is  “the  fear  of  the  Lord.'* 
He  hath  given  food  to  them  that  fear  him . (Luk.) 
Now  he  that  fcareth  God , neglecteth  nothing ; (Eccles. 
7.  19.)  therefore,  take  care  that  you  neglect  nothing  to 
render  yourself  worthy  of  receiving  him. 


The  subjects  of  the  remaining  Meditations  are  some 
of  the  historical  narrations  and  parables  of  the  Redeemer. 


On  tke  Rich  Glutton  and  Lazwrus. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  There  wae  d certain  rich  many 
who  wae  clothed  in  purple  and  fine  lineny  and  feasted 
sumptuously  every  day  (Luk.  16.  19.)  Observe  the 
vices,  which  follow  in  the  train  of  riches,  pride  in  dress, 
riot  in  feasting,  and  contempt  of  the  poor.  Divest  your- 
self then  of  every  desire  of  riches,  for  they  who  would  - 
become  rich , fall  into  temptation  and  into  the  snares  of 
the  Devil , (1  Tim.  6.  9.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  rich  man  diedpand  was  bu- 
ried in  hell  (lb.)  How  wretched  a termination  of  a life 
so  agreeable!  Such,  however,  is  the  general  case  of 
those,  whose  riches  are  only  employed  in  procuring 
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pleasures.  They  spend  their  days  in  wealth , and  in  a 
moment  they  go  down  to  hell . (Job,  21.  13.)  Ponder  the 
torments  of  this  once  rich  man,  instead  of  purple  and 
silk,  he  is  invested  with  flames;  instead  of  delicious  fare, 
he  is  tormented  with  intolerable  thirst;  he,  who  contemn- 
ed the  poor  man,  is  now,  in  his  turn,  contemned  by  hiip; 
he  who  denied  the  crumbs  of  his  table,  is  now  refused  a 
drop  of  water.  Thus  God’s  punishments  are  propor- 
tionate to  our  offences.  The  mighty , says  the  wise 
man,  shall  be  mightily  tormented . (Wis.  6.  7.) 

HI,  Consider,  3d.  The  just  judgments  of  God. 
The  rich  man  is  not  heard  in  his  torments,  because  he 
refused  to  be  merciful  to  the  poor,  during  the  short  day 
of  his  prosperity.  Therefore,  when  he  begged  for  a 
drop  of  cold  water,  he  was  answered:  Remember  that 
thou  didst  receive  good  things  in  thy  life-time . (Ib.)  As 
if  it  were  unlawful  to  receive  good  things  here,  and 
there  too.  And  so  it  is,  for  they  who  will  live  piously 
in  Christ  Jesus , shall  suffer  persecution . (2.  Tim.  3. 
12.)  Do  not  therefore  be  too  fond  of  prosperity  in  this 
life,  lest  you  lose  eternal  happiness  in  the  next.  For 
through  many  tribulations , we  must  enter  into  the 
kingdom  God . (Acts,  14.  21.) 


On  the  Rich  Glutton  and  Lazarus.  • ' 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  thdre  was  a certain  beggar 
by  name  Lazarus.  (Luk.  1.6.)  Christ  condescended 
to  mention  the  beggar’s  name,  and  make  it  known  to 
the  end  of  the  world;  but  the  name  of  the  rich  man  he 
passed  over  in  silence.  Our  Lord , says  St.  Gregory, 
acknowledges  and  approves  of  the  humble , but  he  does 
not  know  the  proud.  (Horn.  40.)  Learn,  hence,  to 
esteem  virtue  and  uprightness,  more  than  worldly  riches 
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or  splendour.  The  memory  of  the  justy  says  the  wise 
man,  is  with  praises , but  the  memory  of  the  wicked 
shall  rot . (Prov.  10.  7.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  patience  of  this  saintly  poor 

man  was  very  great.  He  was  covered  with  sores,  and 
he  endured  their  pain  without  murmuring.  He  was 
extremely  poor,  desiring  to  be  filled  with  the  crumbs 
that  fell  from  the  rich  man’s  table . (Ib.)  He  was 

contemned  and  despised,  and  no  one  did  give  him  these 
crumbs . He  was  so  miserable  that  he  suffered  the 
dogs  to  lick  his  sores , or  was  perhaps  too  weak  to  drive 
them  away.  Who,  in  our  days,  would  prefer  such  a 
miserable  object,  as  this  to  the  rich  man,  “who  is  clad 
in  purple  and  feasts  sumptuously  every  day?”  Our 
Lord  and  master  however  did  so. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Lazarus  died  happily,  for  he 

was  immediately  carried  by  the  angel , into  Abraham’s 
bosom . (Ib.)  Thus  the  tribulations  of  the  just  are 

short,  but  their  reward  is  eternal.  What  joys,  riches, 
and  honours  did  not  pain,  poverty,  and  contempt  pro- 
cure for  this  beggar!  Let  my  soul  die  the  death  of  the 
justy  and  my  last  end  like  to  them.  (Num.  23.  10.)  Pon- 
der, how  different  were  the  situations  of  the  rich  man 
and  Lazarus  after  death ; this  difference  was  certainly 
greater,  then,  than  during  their  lives.  The  rich  man 
was  happy  for  a moment,  but  everlasting  misery  follow- 
ed ; Lazarus  was  wretched  for  a short  time,  but  his  * 
wretchedness  was  followed  by  everlasting  glory.  Choose 
that,  which  you  woul^wish  to  be  your  portion;  the  choice 

is  in  your  power  now,  it  will  not  be  so  long. 
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On  the  Prodigal  Son. 

PART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A certain  man  had  two  eon*,  and 
the  younger  of  them  said  to  hi*  father,  give  me  the  fior~ 
tion  of  substance,  that  falleth  to  me.  (Luk.  15.  11.) 
God  has  two  sons,  the  just  and  the  wicked,  the  just  are 
the  elder,  for  God  made  man  right,  (Eccli.  7.  SO.)  in 
the  beginning.  The  just  always  remain  in  God’s  house, 
and  never  wish  to  leave  it,  but  the  wicked  estrange 
themselves  from  God,  abuse  the  gifts  both  of  nature 
and  grace,  and  live  riotously  and  perversely.  Who* 
ever  leave?  God,  travels  into  a foreign  land  they  leave 
“the  way  the  truth  and  the  life,'’  and  become  sinners. 
Of  these  David  says,  salvation  is  far  from  sinners . 
(Ps.  118.  155.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  As  soon  as  this  young  prodigal 
had  left  his  father’s  house,  he  immediately  fell  into  mis* 
fortunes.  He  began  to  be  in  want.  (Ib.)  Thus  sin- 
ners who  estrange  themselves  from  the  sacraments, 
from  exportation,  and  the  company  of  the  virtuous,  soon 
beginto  be  in  want  of  spiritual  subsistance.  He  joined 
himsetf  to  one  of  the  citizens  of  that  country,  (Ib.)  as 
a servant.  Every  sinner  is  a slave  to  the  devil,  and  as 
the  citizen  employed  the  prodigal  youth  in  feeding 
swine,  so  the  devil  employs  his  followers  in  gratifying 
their  own  sensual  appetites,  which  brutalize  human 
nature.  The  prodigal  attempted  to  satisfy  his  hunger, 
by  feeding  on  the  husks  of  swine,  but  he  did  not  suc- 
ceed; neither  can  the  sinner  succeed  in  filling  the  capa- 
city of  his  immortal  soul,  by  earthly  gratifications. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  returning  to  himself  he 
said.  (Ib.)  When  pressed  by  famine  he  begins  to  re- 
collect himself.  Vexation  alone , says  the  prophet  to 
sinners,  shall  make  you  understand . (Is.  28.  19.)  Mis- 
fortune and  distress  make  sinners  feel  how  foolishly 
they  have  acted  in  leaving  eternal  things,  for  such  as 
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quickly  pass  away.  How  many  hired  servant s in  my 
father 9s  house , have  plenty  of  breads  and  I here  perish 
with  hunger  ! (Ib.)  Hence,  he  is  moved  to  repent- 

ance; I will  arise}  he  says,  and  will  go  to  my  father . 
(Ib.)  How  often  have  you  followed  this  young  prodi- 
gal in  wandering  from  God ! Follow  his  example  in  re- 
turning to  your  lather. 


On  the  Prodigal  Son. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  when  he  was  yet  a great  way 

off,  his  father  saw  him, , and  was  moved  with  compas- 
sion. (Luk.  15.  20.)  Thus  Almighty  God  looks  on 
sinners  with  eyes  of  mercy,  whilst  they  are  yet  at  a great 
distance  from  him.  He  invites  them  by  his  exciting 
grace:  Return)  he  says,  O ye  revolted  children)— and 
I will  bring  you  into  Sion . (Jer.  3.  14.)  This  good 
father  meets  his  revolted  son,  on  his  return,  and  falling 
on  his  neck  embraces  him.  He  put  a ring  on  his  hand , 
and  shoes  on  his  feet . (Ib.)  Thus  God  acts  with  re- 

turning sinners;  he  enables  their  hands  to  do  good  works) 
and  prevents  their  feet  from  being  defiled  with  the 
ways  of  the  world . O God,  how  is  it  possible,  that  you 
should  love  man,  who  is  formed  of  clay,  in  such  a man- 
ner! He  has  a thousand  times  preferred  the  torments 
of  hell  to  your  service. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  elder  brother  hearing  of  his 
father’s  joy  and  festivity,  murmured  through  a spirit  of 
envy.  Ponder  how  easy  it  is,  even  among  virtuous 
persons,  to  be  touched  with  a spirit  of  envy,  wheo 
another  is  commended  or  preferred  to  them.  Learn, 
hence,  to  be  particularly  on  your  guard  against  this  bad 
spirit.  You  ought  rather  to  wish  with  Moses,  that  all 
might  praise  and  honour  God,  in  the  most  exalted  man- 
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Her.  O that  all  the  people  might  prophecy , and  the i 
Lord  would  give  them  his  spirit . (Num.  11.  29.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  father  answers  mildly  and 
endeavours  to  reclaim  him  from  his  error.  Sony  he 
gays,  thou  art  always  with  mey  and  all  I have  is  thine . 
(lb.)  O what  a happiness  it  is  for  the  just,  to  have  God, 
always  with  them!  How  rich  must  he  be,,  who  has. 
every  thing  in  common  with  God!  Learn  to  rejoice, 
when  your  brother  is  brought  back  to  Christ,  and  en- 
deavour yourself  to  bring  as  many  as  you  can  to  him. 


On  Ike  Man  that  fiU  among  thieve** 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A certain  man  went  down  from 
Jerusalem  to  Jerichoy  and  fell  among  robbers . (Luk. 
10.  30.)  In  this  parable  the  fall  of  all  mankind  in 
Adam,  is  represented.  Man  in  his  first  creation, 
was  ordained  to  take  die  course  of  this  life  from  Jeri- 
cho; that  is,  from  this  sublunary  world,  (for  Jericho 
means  the  Moon)  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem.  He, 
however,  has  turned  his  affections  from  Jerusalem  to 
Jericho,  an<^  fallen  among  thieves;  that  is,  his  spiritual 
enemies,  who  have  robbed  him  of  original  justice;  and 
having  wounded  himy  went  away>  leaving  him  ha\f 
dead . (Sup.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  angelical  doctor  enumerates 
four  wounds,  which  human  nature  received  in  the  fall 
of  Adam.  (St  Thom.  1.  2.  9?  85.  a.  3.)  The  first  is 
ignorancey  which  pervades  the  understating  and  dis- 
turbs the  order,  which  it  originally  had  in  relation  ty 
truth.  The  second  wound  is  malicey  by  which  the  wi( 
is  disorganized  in  its  pursuit  of  good.  The  third  is  an* 
ffmityy  by  which  the  energies  of  the  soul  are  weakened 
in  overcoming  difficulties.  The  fourth  wound  is  con- 
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cupiscence , by  which  the  concupiscible  power  of  the 
soul  is  disordered  in  the  pursuit  of  happiness  and  plea-  j 
sure.  Observe  how  you  are  injured  in  the  faculties  of  ' 
your  souly  and  have  recourse  to  the  pious  Samaritan  for 
a remedy.  Say  with  the  prophet,  Heal  me,  O Lord, 
and  I shall  be  healed,  save  me,  and  I shall  be  saved . 
(Jer.  17.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Neither  the  priests,  nor  the  Le- 
vites  of  the  ancient  law,  could  afford  any  assistance  to 
this  man,  who  was  wounded . The  good  Samaritan 
alone,  Christ  himself  under  the  appearance  of  a sinner, 
went  up,  to  him,  by  his  incarnation,  bound  up  his 
wounds,  and  from  the  precious  vessels  of  his  sacraments 
poured  into  l»i»  wounds  o$i  and  wine . (Tb.)  When 

Christ  left  this  world  and  went  to  his  father,  he  recom- 
mended this  man  to  the  care  of  his  successors,  promis- 
ing to  reward  them  at  his  return  to  the  earth,  for  the 
care  and  diligence,  which  they  might  display  towards 
him.  What  return  will  you  make  to  the  pious  Samari- 
tan for  his  affectionate  conduct  and  solicitude  for  you? 


On  the  Man  that  fell  among  thieves. 

PART  SECOND.  * 

SATURDAY.  # 

I.  Consider,  1st.  And  contemplate  in  this  parable 
your  own  fall  and  that  of  every  other  sinner.  Those 
who  go  from  Jerusalem  to  Jericho,  that  is,  who 
turn  their  thoughts  and  affections  from  heavenly  things 
to  those  of  this  world,  do  certainly  foil  among  thieves. 
Ponder  how  like  this  world  is  to  Jericho,  that  is,  to  the 
moon.  Nothing  on  earth  is  certain  or  constant,  but 
always  varying  and  decaying.  How  dangerous  it  is  to 
travel  in  a road,  in  which  we  know  that  thieves  are 
lurking.  Such  is  our  jouAey  through  life,  because 
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your  adversary  the  devil , as  a roaring  lion , goeth 
about , seeking  whom  to  devour . (1.  Pet.  5.  8.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  the  devil  treats  those,  who 
surrender  themselves  to  him,  for  he  can  injure  no  one, 
who  does  not  consent  to  be  injured.  He  robs  them  of 
the  ornaments  of  grace,  he  inflicts  on  them  the  desper- 
ate wounds  of  vicious  habits,  and  leaves  them  half  dead. 
When  the  soul  of  man  is  dead  by  sin,  he  cannot  be 
said  to  be  more  than  half  alive,  though  he  may  enjoy 
perfect  corporal  health.  Examine  if  you  be  in  this 
state,  and  grieve  that  you  have  fallen  into. it  so  often. 
Take  care  that  you  never  fall  again  into  the  hands  of  so 
cruel  a tyrant. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  great  mercy  of  pur  Saviour, 
who  approaches  to  the  sinner  by  his  holy  inspirations, 
and  particularly  in  the  sacrament  of  the  eucharist,  in 
order  to  bind  up  his  wounds  and  cure  the  infirmities  of 
his^oul.  The  Lord  shall  bind  up,  the  wounds  of  his 
people^  and  shall  heal  the  spoke  of  their  wounds . (Is. 
30.  26.)  Who  would  not  place  confidence  in  such  a 
physician?  He  pours  wine  and  oil  into  the  wound,  to 
teach  us  how  we  ought  to  cure  our  neighbours,  when 
they  are  wounded  by  sin.  We  must  temper  severity 
with  mildness,  so  that  in  our  corrections  there  may  be 
love  without  remissness , and  vigour  without  harshness . 
^Greg.  in.  part.  p.  2.  c.  6.) 
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On  Holy  Communion. 

Consider  Christ  as  a patient  creditor. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

And  forgive  us  our  debts,  as  we  forgive  our  debtors.— 
[Mat.  vi.  12.] 

TWENTY-FIRST  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Imagine  yourself  to  be  that  ser- 
vant, who  in  this  day’s  gospel  is  said  to  have  owed  his 
master  ten  thousand  talents . (Mat  18.  24.)  The  debt, 
which  a sinner  owes  to  God  for  one  mortal  sit),  is  in  a 
certain  maimer  infinite.  He  is  unable  to  pay  this  debt, 
and  to  make  satisfaction  for  his  sins,  although  he,  and 
every  thing  which  belongs  to  hint,  were  sold,  and  him- 
self reduced  to  perpetual  slavery.  What  then  would 
become  of  you,  were  your  Lord  to  call  you  to  an  account 
this  very  day?  You  are  charged  with  a great  debt,  and 
are  unable  to  pay  it.  , 

II.  Consider,  2d.  God’s  goodness  prompts  him  to 
be  willing  to  forgive  even  more  than  man  can  owe.  He 
is  rich  in  mercy;  (Ephes.  2.  4.)  fiatienty  and  fllcnteoise 
in  mercy:  (Ps.  144.  8.)  Come  and  accuse  me , saith  toe 
Lord;  \f  your  sins  be  as  scarlet , they  shall  be  made  as 
white  as  snow . (Joel,  2.  13.  and  Is.  1.  18.)  He  will  vi- 
sit you  to-day  in  the  eucharist,  which  he  wishes  to  make 
a sanctuary  or  place  of  refuge  for  all  \ns  debtors,  who 
cannot  pay  their  debts.  Hence  David  says,  the  Lord  is 
become  a refuge  for  the  floor , (Ps.  9. MO.)  O how 
ought  yop  to  wish  for  the  coming  of  your  great  and  good 
creditor! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  From  this  parable  we  learn,  what 
preparations  are  necessary  for  his  coming — I forgave 
thee  all  the  debty  because  thou  besoughtest  me,  (lb.) 
Therefore,  he  is  to  be  entreated  by  earnest  prayer.  You 
must  approach  him  with  the  most  profound  humility;  for 
the  servant  falling  downy  besought  him.  You  are  to 
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make  a firm  resolution  of  amendment.  Have  patience 
with  me,  and  I will  repay  thee  all.  (Ib.)  You  must 
forgive  your  brother,  if  you  have  any  uncharitable  feel- ' 
ing  against  him  —Sfiould  not  thou , then,  have  had  com- 
passion also  on  thy  fellow  servant , even  as  I had  com- 
passion on  thee  ? (Ib.)  Forgive , and  you  shall  be  for - 
given.  (Luke,  6.  37.) 


On  the  Labourers  in  the  Vineyard. 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to 
a master  of  a family,  who  went  out  e&rly  in  the  morn- 
ing to  hire  labourers.  (Mat.  20.  1.)  This  master  of 
a family  is  God  himself,  who,  although  he  be  the  Lord 
of  the  kingdoms  of  heaven  and  earth,  nevertheless  pro- 
vides in  such  a manner  for  the  smallest  wants  of  each 
individual,  that  It  might  seem  that  he  is  master  only  of  a 
small  family.  His  vineyard  is  the  church,  the  vines  are 

- all  the  faithful,  the  workmen  are  his  pastors,  and  the 
* faithful  themselves;  for  every  one  must  take  care  of  his 
own  soul.  What  a happiness  it  is  to  labour  in  such  a 
vineyard,  under  such  a master,  and  in  cultivating  such 
precious  vinesl  Let  this  reflection  induce  you  to  labour 
seriously  in  performing  your  task  in  this  vineyard. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  solicitude  of  the  master  of 
the  family.  He  went  out  early  in  the  morning  to  hire 
labourers.  From  the  very  commencement  of  the 
world,  in  every  age,  God  calls  these  workmen.  He 
calls  every  one  to  himself,  from  the  first  use  of  their 
reason.  Although  many,  nay  even  the  greatest  part  of 
mankind,  resist  his  early  call,  he  still  continues  to  call 
in  every  stage  of  life  afterwards,  even  to  their  last  mo- 
ment. Some  he  entices  to  his  service  by  the  hopes  of 
reward,  saying,  I will  give  you , what  is  just,  (lb.)  He 
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rebukes  others  for  their  slothfulness : Why  stand  you 
here  all  the  day  idle  ? (Ib.)  Examine- if  you  have  not 
been  hitherto  very  idle  in  the  service  of  God. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  A part  of  this  great  vineyard, 
consists  of  those,  whom  God  has  placed  under  your 
charge,  but  particularly  your  own  soul.  Examine  the 
present  state  of  this  part  of  the  vineyard.  See  if  it  be 
not  in  the  condition  described  by  the  author  of  proverbs; 
dehold  it  was  all  filled  with  nettle a,  and  thorns  had 
covered  the  face  thereof  and  the  stone  wall  was  broken 
down . (Prov.  £4.  31.)  Remember  that  you  are  sent 
into  a vineyard,  and  not  into  a garden  of  pleasure,  to 
labour,  not  to  enjoy  yourself  and  live  at  your  ease.  En- 
courage yourself  to  labour  hard  in  this  vineyard,  for 
your  reward  will  be  very  great.  The  soul  of  them  that 
work , shall  be  made  fat . (Prov.  13.  4.) 


On  the  Labourers  in  the  Vineyard. 

- PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  When  evening  mat  come,  the  * 
Lord  of  the  vineyard  said  to  his  steward : call  the  la • 
bourers  and  pay  them  their  hire,  beginning  from  the 
last  even  to  the  first . (Mat.  20.  8.)  This  steward  is 
Christ  our  Lord,  to  whom  the  Father  hath  given  author 
rity  to  execute  judgment . (Jno.  5.  27.)  The  evening  of 
our  life  is  death,  for  the  whole  of  our  life  is  but  one  day; 
a thousand  yearsy  says  holy  David,  addressing  hiS 
Lord,  in  thy  sight  are  as  yesterday , which  is  pasU 
(Ps.  89.  4.)  After  death  every  man  receives  his  hire  or 
wages.  In  the  distribution  of  rewards,  not  so  much 
regard  is  paid  to  the  time  employed,  as  to.  fervour  in 
working.  Hence,  those  who  come  into  the  vineyard  at 
the  last  hour,  by  conversion,  receive  as  much  as  the 
first,  because  they  are  generally  accustomed. to  labour 
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with  greater  fervour  and  humility,  and  deem  themselves 
undeserving  of  any  reward,  whilst  on  the  contrary  the 
others  are  often  too  confident  and  presumptuous. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Those,  who  had  been  longest  in 

the  vineyard,  murmured  against  the  master  of  the 
house , saying , the  last  have  worked  but  one  hour , and 
thou  hast  made  them  equal  to  us , that  have  borne  the 
burden  qf  the  day  and  heats . (Ib.)  There  can  of 

course  be  no  murmuring  in  heaven,  but  the  reward  qf 
those  who  come  last  will  be  so  great,  that  if  their  state 
could  permit  it,  it  would  breed  envy  in  those,  who  came 
first.  This  kind  of  envy  however,  is  very  unfortunately 
very  common  in  this  world.  Examine  yourself  on  the 
subject,  see  if  your  eye  be  not  in  some  respect  evil, 
because  your  brother  is  more  favoured  than  you  are. 
Remember  the  expression  of  St.  Paul,  Charity  envieth 
not . (1.  Cor.  13.  4.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  parable  closes  in  these  re- 
^markable  words,  so  shall  the  last  be  firsts  and  the  first 

last,  for  many  are  called , but  few  chosen . (Ib.)  Those 
that  were  last  employed  in  the  vineyard  receive  the  re- 
ward, in  consequence  of  their  fervour.  God,  says  St. 
Gregory,  does  not  consider  so  much,  what  is  done,  as 
the  affection  with  which  it  is  done.  Perhaps  you  may 
count  many  years,  in  which  you  have  been  employed  in 
*he  service  of  God,  and  not  one,  in  which  you  have 
served  him  with  fervour.  Let  it  be  said  of  you,  In  a 
short  space  he  fulfilled  a long  time . (Wis.  4.  13.) 


On  the  Invitation  to  the  Marriage  Feast. 

FART  FIRST. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to 
a man  being  a king,  who  made  a marriage  for  his  son . 
(Mat.  22.  2,)  This  king  is  our  heavenly  father,  who 
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has  instituted  a marriage  between  his  only-begotten  Son 
and  human  nature.  The  Son  has  espoused  the  church 
in  faith  and  charity,  according  to  the  expression  of  the 
prophet,  I will  espouse  thee  to  me  in  faith,  and  thou 
shalt  know  I am  the  Lord.  (Osee.  2.  20.)  This  same 
Lord  espouses  the  souls  of  all  die  faithful,  not  those  of 
the  noble  and  the  great  only,  but  those  of  every  one, 
who  will  not  reject  him.  Acknowledge,  O my  soul, 
your  exalted  dignity,  and  behave  yourself  in  a manner 
worthy  of  your  spouse. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Under  various  pretences,  many 
who  are  called  refuse  to  be  present  at  the  marriage 
feast,  the  various  courses  of  which  are  the  seven  sacra- 
ments. Earthly  cares  prevent  some;  I have  bought 
a farm,  and  must  needs  go  out  and  see  it.  (Ib.)  Others 
say,  I have  bought  five  yoke  of  oaten,  and * I go  to  try. 
them . Others  are  too  much  attached  to  sensual  plea*» 
sores  to  accept  of  the  invitation^  I have  married  a wifex 
and  therefore y I cannot  come.  (Ib*}  Other  s,m  fine* 
laid  hands  on  the  servants  (who  were  sent  to  invite 
them,)  and  having  treated  them  contumeiiously , put 
them  to  death.  (Mat.  22.  6.)  Those,  who  contume- 
liously  refuse  to  listen  to  the  apostles  and  their  succes- 
sors, and  who  not  content  with  this,  take  away  their  phy- 
sical or  moral  lives  by  death  or  calumny,  are  depicted 
in  these  wicked  and  obstinate  wretches. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  madness  and  obstinacy  of 
those  men,  who  reject  the  banquet  of  this  heavenly 
king,  and  adhere  to  vile  and  transitory  pursuits,  parti- 
cularly when  they  reflect,  that  they  may  pass  from  the 
church  militant  on  earth  to  the  triumphant  church  in 
heaven.  Take  care  that  you  yourself  be  not  entangled 
in  the  snares  of  this  world,  lest  you  be  shut  out  from  the 
heavenly  banquet.  Blessed  is  he,  that  shall  eat  bread 
in  the  kingdom  of  God.  (Luk.  14.  15.)  Aspire  with 
all  yopr  soul  to  the  enjoyment  of  tbjs  happiness. 
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On  the  Invitation  to  the  Marriage  Feast. 

PART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st  Go  out  quickly  into  the  streets 
and  lanes  of  the  cityy  and  bring  in  hither , the  floor , 
and  the  feeble , and  the  blind , and  the  lame . (Luk.  1 4. 
21.)  The  mercy  of  God  is  not  diminished  by  the 
wretchedness  or  ingratitude  of  mankind.  He  provides 
other  guests  to  take  the  places  of  those,  who  were  in- 
vited. Instead  of  the  rich  and  voluptuous,  who  excuse 
themselves,  he  calls  the  poor  and  the  feeble,  that  is, 
those  who  are  free  from  earthly  cares  and  impediments. 
He  even  compels  them  to  enter,  making  use  of  afflic- 
tions and  tribulations  as  so  many  scourges,  by  which  he 
drives  them  in  to  his  banquet.  Admire  the  mercies 
and  goodness  of  God,  and  beg  of  him  with  the  church, 
to  bend  your  rebellious  will  towards  himself 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  the  king  went  to  see  the 
guests,  and  he  saw  there  was  a man4  who  had  not  on 
a wedding  garment?  (Mat.  22.  11.)  This  wedding 
. garment  is  charity  or  the  grace  of  God,  without  which 

no  one  must  presume  to  approach  the  holy  sacraments. 
Reflect  how  God  offers  the  garment  of  charity  to  every 
one.  He  will  have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  to  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth . (1.  Tim.  2.  4.)  And 

men  out  of  sloth  often  refuse.  But  on  your  part  ear- 
nestly beg  this  grace  of  God,  and  do  not  presume  to 
approach  the  sacraments  without  it. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  indignation  of  the  King 
against  the  man,  who  presumed  to  be  present  at  the 
marriage  feast  without  the  wedding  garment;  Having 
bound  his  hands  and  feet , he  thus  commands  his  ser- 
vants: cast  him  into  exterior  darkness.  The  punishment 
of  a sinner  is  manifold.  He  is  perpetually  imprisoned  in 
hell,  he  dwells  in  horrid  darkness,  since  he  is  deprived 
of  the  sight  of  God,  he  is  obstinate  in  malice,  his  hands 
are  tied,  so  that  he  cannot  perform  a meritorious  action, 
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his  feet  are  Itound,  so  that  he  cannot  escape  from  the 
place  of  ms  confinement.  Beseech  your  Lord  to  deli- 
ver you  from  all  these  evils. 


On  the  Ten  Virgins • 

PART  FIRST. 

FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then  shall  the  kingdom  of  heaven 
he  like  to  ten  virgins . (Mat.  25.  1.)  In  the  church 
militant  there  are  both  good  and  bad,  wise  and  foolish, 
all  expecting  the  coming  of  Christ  the  spouse  of  the 
church,  in  order  to  celebrate  his  nuptials  in  heaven. 
Those  are  like  the  foolish  rirgins,  who  had  no  oil  in 
their  lamps,  that  keep  their  faith  without  charity,  which 
is  the  life  of  faith.  What  can  be  more  unwise,  than  to 
expect  the  coming  of  a judge,  who  sees  alt  things,  and 
not  to  prepare  against  his  coming?  Examine,  whether 
you  be  guilty  of  this  folly. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  And  while  the  bridegroom  tarried , 

they  all  slumbered  and  slept . (Ib.)  The  time  during 

which  the  bridegroom  tarried  represents'  life,  during 
which  even  the  good  sometimes  slumber  through  venial 
carelessness.  The  wicked  fall  into  a profound  sleep, 
that  is,  into  a total  forgetfulness  of  God,  and  a complete 
spiritual  lethargy.  Take  care  not  to  slumber  during 
the  short  space  of  life,  lest  you  fall  into  a profound 
sleep.  Listen  to  the  words  of  the  apostle,  who  wishes 
to  rouse  Christians  to  a sense  of  their  important  duty. 
Rise)  thou  that  steepest , and  Christ  will  enlighten  thee . 
(Eph.il.  14.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  And  at  midnight  there  was  a 
cry  made , behold  the  bridegroom  comet h,  go  ye  forth 
to  meet  him . (Mat.  15.  6 ) Your  judge  will  come  on 
a sudden,  when  you  least  expect  him.  Learn,  there- 
fore, to  be  always  prepared  for  death.  The  day  qf  the 
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l*6rd  shall  come  as  a thief  in  the  night . (1.  Thes.  5. 
2.)  If  your  temporal  life  were  in  danger,  and  you  bad 
reason  to  be  afraid  of  thieves,  you  would  not  sleep;  how 
then  can  you  sleep  when  your  eternal  salvation  is  in 
danger.  Often  let  the  words  sound  in  your  ears,  be- 
hold the  bridegroom  cometh , lest  he  come  when  you 
are  not  prepared  to  meet  him.  Watch  ye,  therefore , 
says  Christ,  because  you  know  not  the  day  nor  the 
hour . (Ib.) 


On  the  Ten  Virgins. 

PART  SECOND. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Then  all  thoee  virgins  arose  and 
trimmed  their  lamps . (Mat.  25.  7.)  At  the  approach 
of  death  every  one  is  generally  alarmed  and  perplexed, 
but  these  who  have  not  lived  well,  find  no  oil  of,  charity 
in  the  lamp,  that  must  light  them  to  the  other  world, 
and  they  have  no  time  to  buy  it  with  works  of  penance. 
They  shall  return  at  evening , says  royal  David,  and 
they  shall  suffer  hunger  like  dogs.  (Ps.  58.  7.)  Then 
sinners  will  be  denied  that  spiritual  food,  which  they 
neglected  to  receive  during  their  lives.  Therefore , 
whilst  we  have  time  let  us  do  good . (Gal.  6.  10.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Now,  whilst  they  went  to  buyy 
the  bridegroom  came , and  those  who  were  ready  went 
in  with  him  to  the  marriage , and  the  door  was  shut . 
(Mat.  25.  11.)  Ponder  how  important  it  is  to  be  ready 
at  the  hour,  on  which  eternity  depends.  The  wise  vir- 
gins entered  with  joy  and  mutual  congratulation;  ever- 
lasting joy  shall  be  upon  their  heads:  they  shall  obtain 
joy  and  gladness , and  sorrow  and  mourning  shall  flee 
away . (Is.  35.  10.)  The  brightness  of  their  lamp 
Will  be  a hundred  times  increased  from  the  reflected 
light  of  the  bridegroom’s  countenance.  The  flame  of 
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their  sincere  charity  will  blaze  with  inextinguishable 
lustre  during  the  whole  long  day  of  eternity.  Who 
would  not  wish  to  spend  that  day  in  such%company! 

III.  Consider)  3d.  But  at  last  came  also , the  other 
virgins  sayings  Lord , Lord>  often  to  us.  (Ib.)  They 
asked  to  be  admitted,  by  words,  but  their  deeds  did  not 
entitle  them  to  admittance.  For  not  evety  oney  that 
saith  to  me , Lord,  Lord , shall  enter  into  the  kingdom 
ef  heaven.  (Mat.  25.  12.)  Prepare,  therefore,  by 
works  and  not  by  words  only,  for  the  coming  of  the 
bridegroom.  Ponder  the  terrors  comprehended  in 
those  words,  I know  you  not ; (Ib.)  and  take  care, 
that  they  be  not  addressed  to  you. 


On  Holy  Communion, 

Consider  Christ  as  the  teacher  of  truth. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Direct  me  in  thy  truth,  and  teach  me. — [Ps.  xxiv.  5.] 

TWENTY-SECOND  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  is  read  in  the  gospel  of  to- 
day, Master  we  know  that  thou  art  a true  speaker , 
and  teachest  the  way  of  God  in  truth . (Mat.  22.  16.) 
We  are  all  surrounded  with  darkness  in  this  life,  and 
we  stand  in  need  of  a sure  preceptor,  who  may  teach 
us  the  way  of  God  in  truth.  The  wise  men  of  this 
world  all  err.  Thy  prophets  have  seen  false  and 
Polish  things  for  thee.  (Lam.  2.  14.)  Men  deceive, 
and  are  deceived,  and  consequently  no  man  can  safely 
rely  on  them.  Christ  alone  is,  of  himself  infallibly 
true,  and  hence  he  says,  lam  the  way , and  the  truthy 
and  the  light.  (Jno.  14.  6.)  Hence,  too,  the  Apostle 
says,  God  is  truey  and  every  man  a liar.  (Rom.  3.  4.) 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  What  was  said  to  Saul,  when  he 

had  wandered  out  of  his  way,  Behold  there  it  a man  of 
God  in  this  city , a famous  man , all  that  he  sayeth 
someth  certainly  to  pass;  JSfow  therefore , let  us  go 
thither , perhaps  he  may  tell  us  of  our  way % for  which 
we  are  come . (1.  Kings,  9.  6.)  Apply  this  to  the  holy 

eucharist,  which  truly  contains  the  man  of  God;  God 
himself  is  truly,  the  man  who  will  tell  you  of  the  way, 
for  which  you  came  into  this  world.  Approach  him, 
therefore,  with  great  confidence,  for  “whatever  he  speak- 
eth  doth  certainly  come  to  pass.” 

III.  Consider,  3d.  In  order  to  prepare  yourself  pro- 

perly, you  must  imitate  Saul  and  bring  some  present 
for  this  man  of  God.  Behold , he  says,  we  will  go , but 
what  shall  we  carry  to>  the  man  of  God ? (Ib.)  He 

was  at  that  time  poor,  but  he  gave  all  that  he  had, 
the  fourth  part  of  a sickle  of  silver . You  also  are 
poor,  but  you  have  a soul  stamped  with  the  image  of 
God,  the  light  of  thy  countenance , O Lord , is  signed 
upon  us.  (Ps.  4.  7.)  Give,  therefore,  this  soul  of 
yours*  to  him,  “whose  image  and  superscription  it  bears,” 
(Vid.  Ev.  hod.)  but  let  it  be  purified  from  the  filth  of 
sin,  and  made  conformable  to  the  image  of  his  Son , 
(Rom.  8.  29.)  to  whose  likeness  it  is  made,  and  then 
he  wtll  teach  you  all  truth.  (Jno.  16.  13.) 


On  the  Talents, 

PART  FIRST. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A man  going  into  a far  country 
called  his  servants  and  delivered  to  them  his  goods. 
(Mat.  25.  14.)  God  is  the  universal  Lord  of  all  things, 
and  he  distributes  his  goods  among  mankind;  for  what- 
ever qualities  of  body  or  mind  we  possess,  whatever  we 
have  internal  or  external,  natural  or  supernatural,  all 
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eomes  from  God.  O man,  what  hast  thou , that  thou 
hast  not  received / (1.  Cor.  4.  7.)  God  distributes 
his  talents  or  gifts,  whether  natural  or  supernatural,  un- 
equally; he  gives  more  to  one  and  less  to  another,  but 
to  all  he  addresses  the  words,  trade  till  I come , (Lulu 
19.  13.)  in  order  that  they  may  take  advantage  of  what 
they  receive.  Examine  how  many  talents  you  have  re- 
ceived, in  order  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  give 
an  account  of  them. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  He  that  had  received  the  five 

. talents  went  his  way , and  traded  with  the  same  and 
gained  other  five.  (Mat.  25.  16.)  And  in  like  manner , 
he  that  had  received  the  two , gained  other  two . (Ib.) 

The  industry  of  both  was  equal,  though  their  talents 
were  unequal,  and  therefore,  in  the  same  proportion, 
their  rewards  were  equal.  God  does  not  consider  the 
greatness  of  the  gainy  says  St.  Jerom,  but  good  will  and 
exertion.  (In.  c.  25.  Mat.)  Although,  therefore,  you 
may  imagine,  that  you  have  received  few  talents  in  com- 
parison to  others,  you  may  notwithstanding  be  equal  to 
them  in  reward,  if  you  equal  them  in  the  improvement 
of  your  stock. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  motive  of  reward  ought  to 
induce  us  to  labour  with  great  diligence  and  assiduity; 
Because  thou  hast  been  faithful  over  a few  things , I 
will  place  thee  over  many  things , enter  thou  into  the 
joy  qf  the  Lord.  (Mat.  Sup.)  And  what  is  this  joy? 
That  which,  the  eye  hath  not  seeny  nor  ear  heard.  (1. 
Cor.  2.  9.)  A joy  without  limit  or  measure,  never  to 
end  or  be  abated.  Be  therefore  faithful  over  the  little 
which  God  has  entrusted  to  your  care  and  conduct;  em- 
ploy every  thing,  which  he  has  given  you,  to  his  glory, 
and  thus  you  will  deserve  to  be  placed  over  many 
thing s9  and  to  enter  into  the  joys  of  the  Lord. 
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On  the  Talents. 

PART  SECOND. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider)  1st.  But  he  that  had  received  the  one 
talent  going  hi*  way , digged  in  the  earth  and  hid  hi * 
Lord9*  money . (Mat.  25.  18.)  Thus  many  imagine, 
that  they  cannot  appear  equal  to  others  in  virtue,  know- 
ledge or  science,  and  falling  into  despair,  surrender 
themselves  at  discretion  to  the  world,  and  become  sloth- 
ful and  careless  in  the  service  of  God.  The  slothful 
hideth  hi*  hand  under  hi*  armpit , and  will  not  so  much 
as  bring  it  to  hi*  mouth,  fProv.  19.  24.)  Such  how- 
ever are  called  fools  by  the  divine  spirit;  the  fool  foldeth 
hi*  arm*  together , saying,  better  is  a handful  with  rest 
than  both  hand*  with  labour,  (Eccles.  4.  5.)  Ex- 
amine your  conduct  on  this  subject. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  excuse  of  the  slothful  ser- 
vant, Lord  I know  that  thou  art  a hard  man,— and 
being  afraid , I went  and  hid  thy  talent  in  the  earth , 
behold  here  thou  hast  that  which  is  thine,  (Mat.  25. 
24.)  He  tells  a falsehood,  in  order  to  excuse  himself; 
for  our  Lord  is  not  hard  but  a mild  and  merciful  mas- 
ter. It  is  the  custom  of  all  slothful  Christians,  to  make 
excuse*  in  sine,  (Ps.  140.  4.)  They  fancy  to  them- 
selves that  hardships  and  dangers  exist,  where  there  are 
none.  There  is  a lion  in  the  way , and  a lioness  in  the 
roads . (Prov.  26.  13.)  Such  tepid  souls  often  say,  1 
cannot , when  nothing  but  the  will  is  wanting.  Beware 
of  tepidity  and  sloth  as  your  greatest  enemies. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  sentence  pronounced  against 
this  idle  servant!  Take  ye  away  the  talent  from  him , 
and  the  unprofitable  servant  cast  you  out , into  the  ex- 
terior darkness , there  shall  be  weeping  and  knashrng 
of  teeth,  (lb.)  He  is  not  condemned , observes  St. 
Augustine,  because  he  lost  his  talent , but  because  he  kept 
it  without  making  any  profit  qf  it,  (Aug.  Ser.  10.  in. 
Jno.)  Use  every  exertion  therefore  to  employ  those 
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talents  well,  which  God  has  entrusted  to  yon.  You 
cannot  want  employment  for  them,  whatever  be  your 
state  or  calling  in  life.  Your  own  spiritual  good,  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  advantage  of  your  neighbour 
ought  to  be  always  before  your  eyes. 


On  the  Vineyard , which  was  let  out  to  Hus- 
bandman. 

FA&T  FIE8T. 

WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  There  was  a certain  master  of  a 
family , who  planted  a vineyard  and  made  a hedge 
round  about  it.  (Mat.  21.  23.  vid.  Mar.  12.  Luk.  IQ.) 
God  has  planted  a vineyard,  which  is  his  universal 
church,  and  has  bestowed  great  care  on  it.  In  the  first 
place,  he  has  made  a hedge  round  about  it , by  fensing 
it  with  excellent  laws  and  precepts,  by  placing  it  under 
the  protection  of  his  angels,  who  defend  it  against  the 
incursions  of  the  devil*  Secondly,  he  has  dug  in  it  a 
wine  press , (lb.)  by  instituting  the  sacraments,  which 
derive  their  efficacy  from  Christ’s  precious  blood,  that 
continually  flows  for  our  sins.  N Thirdly he  has  built  a 
tower.  (Ib.)  That  is,  his  divine  providence  is  always 
employed  in  defending  it  from  evil,  and  in  providing,  it 
with  every  good  thing,  which  is  necessary.  How  happy 
is  it  to  be  placed  in  such  a vineyard  under  such  a guar- 
dian \ 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Having  thus  arranged  his  vine- 
yard, “the  master  of  a family,’*  let  it  out  to  husband- 
men , (Ib.)  that  is,  to  all  mankind,  in  order  that  each 
one  might  labour  in  it  according  to  his  state  and  catling* 
After  he  had  done  this,  Ar  went  into  a strange  country . 
(lb.)  God  seems  to  be  absent  from  us,  and  to  laataous 
to  ourselves,  in  order  that  we  may  act  from  the  impulse 
of,free  will.  Although  he  can  have  whatever  good  act 
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he  wishes  from  his  creatures,  whenever  he  wishes,  yet 
he  waits  with  patience.  Who  would  not  admire  and 
love  so  much  goodness  and  mercy! 

III.  'Consider,  3d.  Almighty  God,  to  put  these  hus- 
bandmen in  mind  of  their  duty,  sent  them  from  time  to 
. time,  patriarchs,  prophets  and  priests,  but  all  in  vainr. 

He  sent  them  in  the  last  place,  his  only  Son,  but  they 
: murdered  him.  With  reason  then  does  he  exclaim  Gy 

the  mouth  of  the  prophet,  what  is  there , that  I ought  to 
| do  for  my  vineyard , that  I have  not  done  to  it  ? (Ts. 

5,  4.)  With  reason  then  is  it  said,  he  will  bring  those 
evil  men , to  an  evil  end . (Mat.  21.  41  ) Take  care 
I that  the  weight  of  this  sentence  do  not  fall  on  you,  and 
■ yield  fruit  corresponding  to  the  tenure,  which  you  hold 
in  the  vineyard  of  our  Lord. 


On  the  Vineyard , which  was  let  out  to  Hus- 
bandmen. 

tART  SECOND. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  In  regard  to  God,  this  vineyard 
is  the  soul  of  each  individual,  and  yours  in  particular. 
This  vineyard  the  supreme  “master  of  the  family"  has 
furnished  with  a press  and  a tower , and  he  has  sur- 
rounded h with  a hedge:  that  is,  he  has  done  every 
thing,  which  is  requisite  on  his  part  to  secure  your 
soul’s  salvation,  and  to  make  it  produce  every  fruit  of 
^virtue.  You  ai£,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  a cho- 
sen vineyard,  (Jer.  2.  21.)  And  of  you  God  may  say, 
What  is  there , that  1 ought  to  do  more  to  my  vineyard , 
that  1 have  not  done  to  it?  (Is*  5.  4 ) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  God  lets  out  this  vineyard  of  your 
soul  to  yourself;  for  he  himself  is  the  absolute  proprie- 
tor of  it.  Ml  souls,  he  says,  are  mine , (Ez.  18.  4.)  and 
1 dm  the  Lordy  and  there  is  none  else . (Is.  45.  5.)  He 
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therefore  wishes  that  you  should  cultivate  your  own  soul 
like  a good  husbandman,  and  render  it  fruitful  in  his  ser- 
vice; for  who  filanteth  a vine , and  eateth  not  of  the  friiit 
thereof?  (1.  Cor.  9.  7.)  Hence  almighty  God  expects 
fruit  from  you.  He  g>es  into  a foreign  country,  and 
seems  to  be  absent  from  you,  because  he  wishes  you  to 
exercise  your  own  free  will.  But  wo  to  that  vine  which 
does  not  produce  fruit  during  his  apparent  absence  ! 

III.  Consider,  3d.  God  often  sends  to  you  his  ser- 
vants, viz:  preachers,  superiors,  and  others,  to  put  yon 
in  mind  of  your  duty.  He  sends,  also,  his  only  begotten 
Son,  by  interior  inspirations  and  the  example  of,  his  life 
and  passion.  Take  care,  therefore,  that  you  do  not, 
like  the  wicked  husbandmen  in  the  gospel,  contemn 
God’s  officers,  or  murder  his  Son  again  by  sin,  lest  thfe 
kingdom  of  God  be  taken  from  you,  and  given  to  ano- 
ther, that  shall  render  him  the  fruit  in  due  season. — 
i^Mat.  21. 41.) 


On  the  Wicked  Steward. 

FRIDAY. 

v 

I.  Consider,  1st.  There  was  a certain  rich  many  who 
had  a steward , and  the  same  was  accused  unto  himy 
that  he  had  wasted  his  goods . (Luk.  16.  1.)  God  is 
designated  under  this  certain  rich  man;  for  the  earth  is 
the  Lord's , and  the  fullness  thereof  (Ps.  23.  1.)  You 
are  the  steward  to  whom  God  has  intrusted  many  goods, 
both  of  soul  and  body,  natural  and  supernatural.  His 
object  was* that  you  might  use  these  goods  well;  but,  by 
your  mismanagement  and  misadministration,  you  have 
deserved  to  be  accused,  before  your  employer,  of  hav- 
ing wasted  his  goods.  What  a disgrace  it  is  to  misem- 
ploy the  treasures  of  God,  and  to  become  a bankrupt  to 
heaven ! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  rich  man  said  to  his  steward, 
give  an  account  of  thy  stewardship.  (Ib.)  When  God 
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calls  you  from  this  world,  you  will  be  obliged  to  render 
a strict  and  severe  account  of  your  stewardship.  After 
that  moment,  you  cannot  imitate  the  unjust  steward  any 
longer;  for  of  the  period  succeeding  this  moment  it  is 
said,  the  night  cometh  when  no  man  can  work.  (Jno.  9. 
4.)  Do  good,  therefore,  whilst  you  possess  the  time. 
Wise  and  prudent  stewards  frequently  examine  their 
accounts,  in  order  to  correct  any  error,  and  be  always 
prepared  to  settle  their  accounts.  Imitate  them  by  a 
daily  rigorous  examination  of  conscience;  for  \f  we  would 
judge  ourselves,  we  should  not  be  judged . (1.  Cor. 

11.31.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  steward  acted  wisely  for  him- 
self, though  deceitfully  in  relation  to  his  master,  and 
Chris*  commends  his  prudence,  though  he  condemned 
his  fraudulent  action.  Would  to  God,  that  we  were  as 
prudent  in  regard  to  our  salvation  \ Lament,  that  the 
children  of  this  world  are  wiser  in  their  generation , 
than  the  children  of  light . (Luk.  sup.)  Exert  yourself 
for  the  salvation  of  your  own  soul;  for  he  is  a wise  man , 
who  is  wise  to  his  own  soul . (Eecli.  37.  2$.) 


On  the  wise  and  foolish  Men. 

SATURDAY.  V 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  pronounces  him  to  bea  wise 
man,  who  lays  the  foundation  of  his  house  on  a firm  rocki 
(Mat.  7.)  for  it  will  firmly  resist  the  storms?  the  floods, 
and  the  tempests.  In  our  regard,  this  rock'  is  Christ ; 
the  storms,  the  floods,  and  the  tempests  are  the  temp- 
tations by  which  we  are  assailed.  He  builds  his  house 
on  a rock,  who  grounds  his  life  and  actions  on  the  ex- 
ample of  Christ,  and  motives  drawn  from  eternity,  and 
by  that  means  overcomes  all  temptations.  God  is  in  the 
midst  thereof,  it  shall  not  be  moved . (Ps.  45.  6.) 

II.  Consider,  2d.  Christ  pronounces  him  to  be  a 
foolish  man,  who  builds  his  house  on  sand,  for  what  can 
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be  greater  folly  than  to  incur  the  expense  of  raising  an 
edifice  which  the  first  storm  may  overthrow.  By  the 
sandy  are  represented  all  earthly  things,  and  fre  builds 
on  sand,  who  places  all  his  thoughts  and  affections  on 
the  transitory  things  of  this  life.  A man  of  this  charac- 
ter is  tossed  to  and  fro  by  the  winds  of  vanity,  swallowed 
up  by  the  floods  of  pleasure,  and  completely  overthrown 
by  the  tempests  of  adversity.  Hence  the  prophet  com- 
pares the  wicked  to  the  dust^  which  the  wind  driveth 
from  the  face  of  the  earth . (Ps.  1.4.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  All  mankind  scorn  the  name  of 
H a foolish  man”;  but  there  are  few  who  do  not  act  con- 
sistently with  this  character.  Hence  the  wisest  of  men 
observes,  that  the  number  of  fools  is  infbhitey  (Eccli.  1. 
15.)  because  most  men  build  upon  sand.  Examine  if 
it  be  not  your  case;  and  remember,  that  as  both  these 
houses  were  attacked  by  storms  and  tempests,  so  temp- 
tations equally  attack  the  virtuous  and  the  wicked,  and 
if  you  ever  yield  to  temptation,  do  not  ascribe  your  fall 
to  the  temptation,  but  to  the  sandy  foundation  on  which 
your  spiritual  edifice  is  built 


On  Holy  Communion . 

Consider  Christ  as  the  salvation  of  your  soul. 

MORNING  ENTERTAINMENT. 

Attend  to  my  life,  O Lord,  the  God  of  my  salvation.— 

[Ps.  xxxvii.  23.) 

TWENTY-THIRD  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST;. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Christ  is  recorded  in  the  gospel  of 
to-day,  to  have  restored  to  life  the  daughter  of  a ruler  of 
the  synagogue,  and  to  have  cured  a woman  of  the  bloo- 
dy flux.  (Vid.  Mat.  9.  18.  Mar.  5.  22.  Luk.  8.  41.)— 
Lastly,  he  bestowed  perfect  health  on  those  who  ap-' 
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proached  himj/or  virtue  went  out  from  him  and  healed 
all . (L*uk.  6.  19.)  Hence  royal  David  exclaims,  the 
Lord  is  my  light  and  my  salvation , whom  shall  Ifear? 
(Ps.  26.  1 .)  How  securely  is  he  protected,  whose  sa- 
viour and  defender  is  God  himself! 

II.  Consider,  2d.  This  same  God  will  visit  you  to- 
day in  the  eucharist.  O,  what  a happiness  is  this  1 Ex- 
amine your  soul  accurately,  and  discover  what  are  your 
spiritual  infirmities,  and  in  what  attacks  against  you,  your 
enemy  oftenest  succeeds.  If  you  do  not  find  that  your 
soul  is  dead  in  the  sight  of  God,  by  mortal  sin,  perhaps 
you  may  find,  that  it  is  dying  by  the  lingering  consump- 
tion of  tepedity.  Have,  therefore*  recourse  to  the  Lord 
your  Saviour,  in  order  that  he  may  say  to  you,  I am  thy 
salvation.  {Ps.  36.  3.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  To  prepare  yourself  for  Christ’s 
visit,  you  must  imitate  the  humility  of  the  ruleV,  who 
came  and  adored  himy  and  of  the  woman  who  came  be» 
hind  him  and  touched  the  hem  of  his  garment . (Mat.  9. 
18,  20.)  You  must  place  great  confidence  in  your  visi- 
tor; for  in  consequence  of  this  virtue,  Christ  said  to  the 
woman,  thy  faith  had  made  thee  whole . (Sup.)  Con- 
sistently with  this  spirit  of  confidence,  the  prophet  says, 
thy  life  shall  be  saved  for  theey  because  thou  hast  flut 
■thy  trust  in  mr,  saith  the  Lord.  (Jer.  39.  18.) 


On  the  Sower. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A sower  went  out  to  sow  his  seed . 
(Luk.  8.5.)  Ponder  the  infinite  mercy  of  God;  he  does 
not  stand  in  need  of  any  fruit,  which  we  can  yield  him, 
and  yet  he  condescends  by  various  ways,  by  preachers, 
by  good  books,  by  holy  inspirations,  by  superiors  and 
directors,  and  by  the  influence  of  good  examples,  to  gg 
forth  and  sow  in  our  hearts  the  seed  of  eternal  salvation. 
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Reflect  how  precious  must  be  that  seed  whose  fruit  js 
everlasting  life. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  earth  on,  which  this  seed  is 
sown,  is  the  heart  of  man;  but  there  are  three  kinds  of 
soil,  in  which  this  seed  produces  no  fruit,  1st.  In  the 
high  way,  that  is,  in  a heart,  which  is  continually  expos- 
ed to  distracting  thoughts.  2d.  In  a stony  soil,  that  is, 
in  a hard  heart,  in  which  there  is  no  moisture  of  devo*- 
tion.  3d.  In  a held  full  of  thorns  and  briars,  that  is,  in 
a heart  which  is  overrun  with  the  cares,  and  pleasures, 
and  desires  of  earthly  riches.  Examine  your  heart  on 
these  subjects,  and  see  if  it  be  in  a fit  condition  to  receive 
the  seed  of  eternal  life. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  It  is  the  property  of  the  good  soil, 
to  keeft  the  seed  and  bring  forth  fruit  in  patience . (Luk. 
8.  15.)^  It  is  not  sufficient  to  receive  holy  inspirations, 
you  must  endeavour  to  retain  them;  for  whosoever , 
writes  St.  Gregory,  is  unable  to  retain  his  food , is  in  a 
desperate  situation . The  field  of  your  heart  must  be 
patient,  that  is,  it  must  willingly  bear  the  plough  of  afflic- 
tion, and  wait  for  the  dews  of  heaven  and  the  showers  of 
divine  grace.  In  your  patience , you  shall  possess  your 
souls . (Luk.  21.  19.) 


On  the  Cockle. 

TUESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  likened 
to  a man  that  sowed  good  seed  in  his  field . (Mat.  13. 
24.)  By  Christ’s  own  exposition,  the  sower  in  this  pa* 
rable  is  God;  the  field,  the  world;  the  good  seed,  the 
just;  the  cockle,  the  wicked;  the  enemy,  the  world;  and 
the  angels,  the  reapers.  God,  on  his  part,  wishes  all 
men  to  be  virtuous,  and,  with  this  good  intention,  gives 
his  good  seed;  but  whilst  men  are  asleep,  and  careless 
in  the  affairs  of  salvation,  the  devil  sows  cockle  among 
the  good  grain;— -thus  some  men  become  wicked.  The 
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cockle  grows  up  with  the  good  grain,  and  sometimes  is 
hardly  distinguishable  from  it;  during  this  life,  the  wick- 
ed are  often  scarcely  known  from  the  good.  Examine 
whether  you  be  wheat  or  cockle,  and  do  not  sleep  or.b^ 
careless  in  your  salvation,  for  fear  of  receiving  injury 
from  your  enemy. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  just  even  are  sometimes  in- 
discreet, when  they  wish  the  wicked  to  be  destroyed  at 
once.  . Wilt  thou , that  We  go  and  gather  them  up, 
(lb.  sup.)  God  however  acts  in  a different  manner,  he 
makes  the  sun  to  rise  upon  the  good  and  the  bad . 
(Mat.  5.  45.)  He  waits  with  patience  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  wicked,  and  therefore,  does  not  wish  them 
immediately  to  be  gathered  up.  Imitate  God  in  this 
patient  forbearance  in  regard  to  your  brethren,  whose 
conduct  displeases  or  disedifies  you. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  How  differently  this  world  termi- 
nates in  regard  to  the  good  and  the  jvicked.  Gather 
up  first  the  cockle , and  bind  it  into  bundles , to  burn , 
(lb,)  but  gather  the  wheat  into  my  barn . Whether 
would  you  wish  to  be  cockle  or  wheat.  If  you  prefer 
to  be  wheat,  suffer  yourself  to  be  purified  by  afflictions 
sent  from  God,  and,  by  voluntary  mortification,  from  all 
chaff,  and  separated  from  the  cockle,  for  “nothing  de- 
fied can  enter  heaven.” 


On  the  Muttard  Seed. 

* WEDNESDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like 
to  a grain  of  mustard  seed.  (Mat.  13.  31.)  A mus- 
tard seed  is  small  and  not  remarkable  either  for  its 
smell  or  outward  appearance,  but  it  contains  within  it- 
self great  natural  heat,  and  manifests  it,  particularly 
when  it  is  bruised.  Thus,  Christ  in  outward  appear- 
ance was  “ a worm  and  no  man,  the  reproach  of  men 
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and  the  outcast  of  the  people/’  nevertheless  he  is  pos- 
sessed of  all  the  treasure*  of  wisdom  and  knowledge . 
(Col.  2.  3.)  When  he  was  bruised  and  bufletted,  and 
suspended  on  his  cross,  he  expressed  and  manifested 
the  most  unparalleled  charity  for  mankind.  Do  you  on 
your  part  suffer  yourself  to  be  inflamed  with  emanations 
of  love,  from  this  divine  source. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  In  this  world  the  just  bear  a re- 
semblance to  the  mustard  seed.  They  are  simple  and 
contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  but  they  are 
high  in  the  estimation  of  God  and  his  angels.  Of  them, 
the  wicked  will  say  at  the  day  of  judgment,  we  fools 
esteemed  their  l\fe , madness , and  their  end  without 
honour.  Behold , how  they  are  numbered  among  the 
children  qf  God.  (Wis.  5.  4.)  Observe  also  that  good 
men  display  their  virtue  most,  when  they  are  under  the 
pressure  of  afflictions.  Hence  the  apostle  writes,  when 
I am  weaky  I am^fiowerful.  (2.  Cor.  12.  10.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  When  the  mustard  seed  is  sown, 
it  grows  into  a large  tree,  so  that  the  birds  qf  the  air , 
come  and  dwell  in  the  branches  thereof.  (Ib.)  Thus 
Christ  was  perfectly  mortified  and  dead  on  the  cross, 
and  in  his  branches,  that  is,  in  his  doctrine  and  example, 
devout  souls  dwell  by  holy  contemplation.  I sat  down, 
says  the  spouse  in  the  canticles,  under  his  shadow 
whom  I desired^  (2.  3.)  and  his  fruit  was  sweet  to  my 
fialate. 


On  the  Leaven. 

THURSDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to 
leaven , which  a woman  took  and  hid  in  three  measures 
qf  meal . (Mat.  13.33.)  This  leaven  in  the  first  place 
is  Christ,  who  concealing  himself  in  our  nature,  render- 
ed the  whole  mass,  which  had  been  cursed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  sin  of  our  first  parents,  acceptable  to  God.-' 
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He  is  again  in  a special  manner  this  leaven  in  the  holy 
eucharist,  for  by  it  he  penetrates  into  the  human  hearts 
and  thus  in  a certain  manner  transforms  the  whole  man, 
giving  chastity  to  the  body,  and  the  fervour  of  every 
virtue  to  the  soul. 

JI*  Consider*  2d.  All  good  men  are  leaven,  whe- 
ther they  live  in  communities  or  in  the  world*  for  an 
exemplary  life  has  a wonderful  influence  on  men’s 
actions,  and  secretly  provokes  to  imitation,  making 
those  who  imitate  them  like  their  models.  Hence,  St. 
Payl  says  to  his  disciple,  Be  thou  an  example  of  the 
faithful  in  conversation  and  charity . (Tim.  4.  13.) 
Because,  as  St.  Leo  writes,  examples  are  more  power- 
ful than  words , and  it  is  a more  perfect  manner  to 
. teach  by  actions , than  by  words . (Ser.  de  S.  Lau.) 

JII.  Consider,  3d.  The  influence  of  evil  example 
or  bad  leaven  is  yery  great.  Know  you  not , writes  St. 
Paul,  that  a little  leaven  corrupts  the  whole  mass . 
(1.  Cor.  5.  6.)  Thus  our  bad  example  infects  those, 
with  whom  we  live  and  converse;  hence  we  ought  to 
be  very  cautious,  lest  we  make  the  sins  of  others  our 
own;  for  this  is  the  case,  when  our  b^d  example  is  fol- 
lowed. Examine  yourself,  therefore,  most*  seriously, 
and  see  whether  you  are  accustomed  to  give  bad  ex- 
ample of  any  kind;  for  woe  to  thfit  man , by  whom  scan- 
dal cometh.  (Mat.  18.7.) 


On  the  Treasure  hidden  in  a Field. 
FRIDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to 
a treasure  hidden  in  a field . (Mat.  13.  44.)  This 
treasure,  says  St.  Gregory,  is  the  desire  of  heaven,  or 
the  love  of  virtue  and  heavenly  things,  and  it  is  said  to 
[ be  hidden  in  the  field  of  this  world,  because  all  do  not 
t‘  know  its  value.  Thou  hast  hid  these  things  from  the 

f wise  and  prudent , and  hast  revealed  them  to  the  little 
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ones.  (Mat.  1 1.  25.)  Hence  most  men  abhor  poverty 
and  humility,  and  consider  them  as  curses.  Entreat  our 
Lord  to  open  your  eyes,  that  you  may  be  able  to  disco- 
ver this  treasure. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  How  this  treasure  is  to  be  kept, 
which  when  a man  hath  found,  he  hidqJi.  (Sup.)  We 
must  therefore,  conceal  this  treasure  in  our  hearts,  and 
cover  it  with  the  veil  of  humility,  lest  the  praises  of  men 
or  vain  glory  deprive  us  of  it.  « Examine  whether 
this  be  your  conduct,  or  whether  you  do  not  rather  on 
all  occasions,  boast  of  the  merits  which  you  think  you 
possess.  Our  road  to  heaven  is  infested  with  many 
thieves,  and  he  wishes  to  be  robbed , observes  St.  Gre- 
gory, who  carries  his  treasure  in  open  view  on  the  road. 
(Greg.  Sup.)  Hide  it  therefore,  as  much  as  you  can, 
in  order  that  you  may  preserve  it. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  This  treasure  can  only  be  pur- 
chased by  the  sale  not  of  one  or  more  things,  but  of  all 
that  we  have.  He  goeth  and  selleth  all  that  he  hath , 
and  buyeth  that  field.  (Sup.)  .Christ  in  another  place 
pronounces,  Every  one  of  you , that  doth  not  renounce 
all  that  he  possesseth , cannot  be  my  disciple . (Luk. 
14.  £6.)  We  must,  therefore,  leave  all  things  in  this 
world,  at  least  in  affection,  to  attain  the  perfect  enjoy- 
ment of  Christ,  and  we  must  consider,  that  we  have 
made  a good  exchange,  for  we  gain  a hundred  fold,  a 
hundred  times  over  what  we  have  left. 


On  the  Pearl. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  The  kingdom  of  heaven  is  like  to 
a merchant  seeking  good  pearls.  jMat.  13.*45.r  We 
are  all  merchants  so  long  as  we  live  in  this  world;  hence, 
Christ  in  the  parable  of  the  talents  said,  trade  till  I 
come.  (Luk.  19.  13.)  All  men  are  in  quest  of  pearls, 
that  is,  of  the  means  of  happiness;  some  place  their  hap- 
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piness  in  temporal  enjoyments,  others  in  learning  and 
science,  and  others  in  honours.  They  are  however  all 
mistaken,  all  these  are  false  pearls,  they  have  nothing 
to  recommend  them  but  their  outward  show.  Hence 
the  apostle  addresses  the  rich,  your  riches  are  fiutri - 
Jiedy  your  gold  and  silver  are  rusted . (Jam.  5.  2.) 
Examine  whether  you  be  not  employed  in  seeking  such 
* kind  of  pearls. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  When  he  had  found  one  fiearl  of 
great  valuey  he  sold  all  that  he  had , and  bought  it . 
(Ib.)  There  is  only  one  true  and  really  valuable  pearl, 
that  is,  Christ  our  Lord  and  the  love  of  eternal  things. 
All  gold  in  comparison  to  her  is  as  a little  sandy  and 
silver  in  resfiect  to  hery  shall  be  counted  as  clay . 
(Wisdom,  7.  9.)  There  is  no  comparison  between 
time  and  eternity,  heaven  and  earth,  nor  is  there  any 
between  Christ  and  all  earthly  goods  whatever,  and  yet 
as  often  as  you  sin,  you  prefer  some  temporal  gratifica* 
tion  to  Clyist. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Here  we  are  told  again  that  this 
precious  pearl  is  not  to  be  bought  but  by  the  sale  of 
every  thing  else.  He  went  his  way,  and  sold  all  that 

' he  had  and  bought  it.  (Ib.)  Happy  is  the  many  says 
St.  Gregory,  who  with  all  his  fortunes  is  able  to  fiur - 
chase  Christ . (Greg.  Naz.)  Hence,  St.  Paul  writes, 
for  whom  I have  suffered  the  loss  of  all  t kings , and 
count  them  as  dungy  that  I may  gain  Christ . (Phd. 

I 3.  8.)  Examine  your  conduct  in  this  respect. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST. 

When  the  twenty-fourth  Sunday  after  Pentecost 
comes  before  November,  which  is  the  case,  when  there 
are  twenty-eight  Sundays  after  that  festival,  then  the 
gospel  of  the  third  Sunday,  which  was  remaining  after 
the  Epiphany,  is  said  in  the  Mass  on  the  twenty-fourth 
Sunday  after  Pentecost.  Take  therefore,  the  Medita- 
. tion  of  that  Sunday,  and  consider  Christ  as  the  physi - 
cion  of  your  soul . (See  Note,  page  148.) 
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On  the  hat  Sheep. 

MONDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  What  man  among  you  that  hath  a 
hundred  sheefi,  and  \f  he  shall  lose  one  qf  them,  doth 
he  not  leave  the  ninety-nine  in  the  desart  and  go  after 
- that , which  was  loot.  (Luk.  15.  4.)  This  man  is 
Christ,  the  sheep  are  the  faithful.  Christ  performs  to 
the  full  extent  all  the  offices  of  a good  shepherd.  He 
came  down  from  heaven  to  feed  them;  he  marks  them 
for  his  own,  with  a divine  and  indelible  character;  he 
leads  them  by  his  example  to  all  virtue;  he  cures  their 
infirmities;  he  defends  them  from  the  wolves  of  hell;  he 
provides  them  with  the  rich  pastures  of  his  doctrine 
and  sacraments,  and  finally  he  giVes  them  his  own  body 
and  blood  for  their  food  and  nourishment.  The  faithful 
hear  his  voice,  obey  his  commands  and  follow  him 
wherever  he  leads  the  way;  they  delight  in  his  pastures 
and  surrender  themselves  entirely  to  him;  living  and 
dying  they  are  his. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  strayed  sheep  is  a sinner, 
who  leaving  the  society  of  the  just,  and  disobeying  the 
commands  of  the  shepherd,  wanders  wherever  he 
pleases.  He  is  a most  foolish  and  wretched  man,  he 
does  not  understand  the  happiness,  which  he  enjoyed 
under  the  good  pastor;  he  is  indifferent  to  the  spiritual 
food  which  he  once  received;  ho  prefers  such  as  ia 
pleasing  to  flesh  and  blood;  he  does  not  hear  nor  .follow 
the  call  of  the  shepherd;  he  considers  the  ways  of  mor- 
tification, and  the  cross  too  hard  anti  difficult,  and  pre- 
fers to  wander  through  the  devious  and  dangerous  paths- 
of  his  own  will,  amidst  rocks  and  precipices.  Ml  we, 
like  sheefi,  says  the  prophet,  have  gone  astray,  every 
one  hath  turned  aside  \nto  his  own  way . (Is.  53.  6.) 
Reflect  how  often  you  have  done  so. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  goodness  of  the  shepherd 
induces  him  to  seek  for  his  strayed  sheep.  He  sought 
them  himself  in  the  first  place,  by  his  exemplapr  life 
and  doctrine,  during  the  thirty-three  years,  in  which  he 
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conversed  with  men . He  now  contmually  seeks  them 
by  holy  inspirations,  directors,  pious  books,  and  by  the 
whole  economy  of  his  infallible  church.  When  he  has 
found  his  lost  sheep,  he  kindly  and  affectionately  con- 
ducts it  back  again  to  his  fold.  O Lord,  thus  receive 
me,  and  conduct  me  into  thy  sacred  fold.  I have  gone 
astray  like  a sheep  that  is  lost , seek  thy  servant  be- 
cause I have  not  forgotten  thy  commandments . (Ps. 
118.  179.) 


On  the  Pharisee  and  the  Publican, 

* 

TUESDAY. 

* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Two  men  went  up  into  the  tem- 
plets pray . (Luk.  18.  10.)  Ponder  the  pride  of  the 
Pharisee.  Because  he  conceived  himself  perfect,  he 
prays  for  no  favour  from  God,  neither  for  the  forgive- 
ness of  his  sins,  nor  an  increase  of  grace.  * Under  the 
pretence  of  giving  thanks  to  God,  he  commends  him- 
self lor  his  own  good  works,  and  arrogantly  prefers  him- 
self to  others.  Not  content  with  this  he  contemns  the 
publican,  whom  he  rashly  Judges  a sinner.  Thus  all 
proud  men  are  blind  and  say  to  themselves,  I am  rich 
and  made  wealthy;  but  alas ! thou  knowest  not,  proud 
soul,  that  thou  art  wretched  and  miserable , ahd  poor, 
add  blind , and  naked . (Ap.  S.  19.) 

II.  Consider;  2d.  The  publican,  on  the  othef  hand, 
expresses  the  greatest  degree  of  humility.  He  stands 
at  ^ distance,  and  does  not  deem  himself  worthy  of  ap- 
pearing in  the  sight  of  God,  or  even  of  the  pharisee. 
He  does  not  dare  to  lift  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  from 
confusion  for  his  sins.  He  knocks  his  breast  with  a 
contrite  and  humble  heart,  and  wishes  to  make  satisfac- 
tion for  his  transgressions.  He  begs  pardon  for  his 
sms  and  humbly  |4rays,  0 God  be  merciful  to  me  a sin- 
ner, '{lb.)  Such  ought  <o  be  your  prayers;  humble, 
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contrite,  and  accompanied  with  a firm  purpose  of 
amendment. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  sentence,  which  Christ  pro- 
nounced on  these  two  men.  This  man  (the  Publican) 
went  down  to  his  house  justified  rather  than  the  other . 
(Sup.)  If  pride  destroyed  all  the  good  works  of  the 
Pharisee,  so  on  the  other  side,  did  humility,  accompani- 
ed with  penance,  blot  out* the  sins  of  the  Publican.  Be* 
cause  every  oney  that  exalteth  himself  * shall  be  hum - 
bledy  and  he  that  shall  humble  himself  shall  be  exalted . 
(Luk.  18.  14.)  This  is  frequently  the  case  here,  but  it 
is  always  so  in  the  next  life.  Choose* then  whether  you 
would  rather  be  humbled  in  this  short  and  uncertain 
world,  or  in  the  eternal  world  to  come.* 


On  the  faithful  and  wise  Steward.  ■ 

WEDNESDAY. 

* 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Who , thinkest  thou , is  the  faithful 
and  wise  steward  I (Luk.  12.  42.)  Christ  finds  few 
of  this  character,  and  therefore,  he  speaks  in  the  style 
of  admiration.  He  requires  of  his  servants  that  they  be 
faithful,  prudent,  charitable  to  otheA,  and  persevering 
in  good  works,  in  order  that  when  the  hour  of  death 
comes  he  may  find  them  so  doing.  (Ib.  43.)  Ex- 
amine how  you  conduct  yourself  as  his  steward,  ahd 
whether  you  engage  yourself  in  the  cause  of  God  with 
fidelity  and  perseverance,  or  whether  you  seek  in  it 
your  own  interest  and  satisfaction  rather  than  the  glqry 
of  God;  whether  you  perform  your  actions  with  proper 
deliberation  and  circumspection;  whether  you  attempt 
to  render  your  means  and  talents  conducive  to  the  bene- 
fit of  others;  and  finally,  whether  you  persetere  in  doing 
good. 

II.  Consider,  2d.  The  wicked  servant  says  to  him- 
self,  my  Lord  is  long  a coming.  (Ib.  45.)  And  therer  ** 
fore  he  imagines,  that  he  has  along  time  to  live;  he  ' 
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nets  like  the  unwise  man  in  the  gospel,  who  said,  I will 
say  to  my  soul;  soul , thou  hast  much  good  laid  up  for 
many  years . (Luk.  12.‘  19.)  He  injures  and  insults 
his  fellow  servants,  he  shall  begin  to  strike  the  men- 
servants  and  the  maidservants . (Ib.)  He  surren- 

ders himself  to  sensuality,  for  he  begins  to  eat  and  to 
drink  an$  be  drunk . (Ib.)  Resolve  to  avoid  all  these 
vices,  and  recollect  that  they  draw  their  existence  from 
the  persuasion  of  enjoying  a long  life  and  a forgetfulness 
of  our  last  end. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  reward  and  punishment  of 
these  different  servants.  Of  the  former  it  is  said,  Bles- 
sed is  that  servant ; he  will  place  him  ovet  all  that  he 
possesseth.  But  the  fete  of  the  latter  will  be  far  different; 
The  Lord  of  that  servant  will  come  in  a day , he  ex - 
pecteth  not , and  at  an  hour  that  he  knoweth  not , and 
shall  separate  him , and  shall  appoint  him  his  portion 
with  unbelievers . (Ib.)  Imitate,  therefore,  the  good 

and  faithful  steward,  in  order  that  you  may  not  be  pun- 
ished with  the  wicked  servant. 


On  the  Girding  of  the  Loins . 

THURSDAY. 

- n 

I.  Consider,  1st.  Let  your  loins  be  girded , and 
lamps  burning  in  your  hands}  and  you  yourselves  like 
to  men  who  wait  for  their  Lord , when  he  shall  return 
from  the  wedding.  (Luk.  12.  35.)  Diligent  and  at- 
tentive servants  carefully  watch  for  the  arrival  of  their 
masters.  Such  diligence  and  attention  Christ  requires 
from  us.  We  gird  our  loins , says  St.  Gregory,  when 
we  restrain  luxury  by  continence , and  we  hold  burn- 
ing lamps  in  our  hands , when  by  good  works , we 
shew  our  neighbours  the  light  of  our  example.  (Horn. 
13.  in  Evan.)  Examine  how  you  perform  this  double 
duty. 
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II.  Consider,  2d.  The  good  servants  are  thus  atten^ 
live,  in  order,  that  when  he  cometh  and  knockethy  they 
may  often  to  him  immediately, * (lb.  Sup.)  Our  Lord 
comes  to  us,  when  he  hastens  to  judge  us  at  our  death; 
he  knocks,  when  he  sends  us  sickness,  the  forerunner 
of  dissolution.  On  this  occasion,  the  good  with  joy 
often  to  himy  having*  a desire , as  the  Apostlf  says,  to 
be  dissolved  and  to  be  with  Christ . (Phil.  1.  23.)  On 
the  contrary,  with  what  an  unwilling  heart  do  the  wicked 
let  him  in,  when  he  knocks  1 Hence,  the  author  of 
Ecclesiasticus  exclaims,  O death  how  bitter  is  the  re - 
memWance  of  thee  to  a man  that  hath  fieace  in  his  ftos - 
sessions . (41.  1.) 

III.  Consider,  3d.  If  a master  <f  a family  did 
knowy  at  what  hour  the  thief  would  comey  he  would 
surely  % vatchy  and  would  not  suffer  his  house  to  be 
broken  often . (Luk.  12.  39.)  Death  will  certainly 
epme  as  a thief,  and  break  open  the  soul’s  habitation, 
which  is  the  body;  but  the  day  and  hour  are  uncertain. 
Hence,  God  wishes  us  to  be  on  our  guard  every  day  of 
our  lives,  in  order  that  we  may  not  be  surprized,  at  the 
moment  when  our  eternal  doom  is  to  be  fixed. 


On  the  Vine  and  its  branches. 

FRIDAY, 

I.  Consider,  1st.  I am  the  vine,  and  you  are  the 
branches . (Jno.  15.  5.)  Christ  is  a true  vine,  both  in 
regard  to  the  most  precious  wine,  which  he  poured 
forth  un  the  cross,  and  in  as  nduch  as  his  blood  is  duly 
presented  to  his  Father  for  us,  in  the  chalice  of  salva- 
tion. Every  one  may  be  a branch  of  this  vine;  hence, 
he  invites  all.  Of  this  vine  it  is  said  by  the  psalmist,  It 
stretched  forth  its  branches  unto  the  seay  and  its  boughs 
unto  the  river.  (Ps.  79. 12.)  Every  branch  and  every 
bough,  that  belong  to  this  vine,  are  kept  alive  by  the  in- 
fluence of  grace  derived  from  the  parent  stock,  which  is 
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Christ,  4U)d  these” branches  bear  fruit,  because  *hey  are 
thus  connected  with  it.  Howliappy  are  you,  if  you  be 
a branch  of  this  sacred  vine* 

II.  Considered.  Fruitfulness  is  an  evident  sign, 
that  you  are  connected  with  this  tree.  He  that  abideth 
in  tney  and  I in  him,  the  same  bear*eth  much  fruit . 
(Jno.  15.  5.)  Hence  yqu  may  discover  by  th%  fruit, 
which  you  bear,  whether  or  not,  you  belong  to  this  vine. 
Besides,  every  branchy  which  beareth  fruity  he  will 
fiurgey  that  it  may  bring  forth  more  fruit.  (Jno.  15. 
2.)  The  husbandman  improves  or  purges  the  vine  by  „ 
pruning  and  incision;  so  does  God  act  in  regard  to  his  ^ 
friends,  by  sending  them  afflictions  and  by  suffering  them 
to  be  tempted.  Learn  hence  to  receive  these  trials  wil- 
lingly from  the  hands  of  God,  as  so  many  helps  to  your 
advancement  in  virtue. 

III.  Consider,  3d.  The  branches,  which  bear  no 
fruit  shall  ^ithery  and  they  shall  gathe  up,  and 
cast  him  into  the  fire.  (Ib.  2.  6.)  The  branchy  says  St. 
Augustine,  must  either  bear  fruity  or  be  cast  into  the 
fire.  (Aug.  trac.  81.  in  Joan.)  Take  care  therefore 
to  bring  forty  fruit,  in  due  season;  let  the  grapes  be 
genuine  and  not  sour  grapes,  lest,  like  a dry  whithered 
bough,  you  be  cut  off  and  cast  into  the  fire,  which  will 
bum  forever. 


On  the  Barren  Fig-Tree. 

SATURDAY. 

I.  Consider,  1st.  A certain  man  had  a fig-tree 
planted  in  his  vineyardy  and  he  came  seeking  fruit  on 
it  and  found  none.  (Luk.  13.  6.)  This  fig-tree  repre- 
sents every  Christian  planted  by  God’s  own  hand,  in  the 
vineyard  of  his  church,  to  bring  forth  the  fruit  of  good 
works.  God  wishes  this  tree  to  grow  and  produce 
fruit:  and  to  gain  this  object,  he  leaves  nothing  undone 
on  his  part;  he  warms  it  with  the  sun  of  faiths  and  wa- 
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ters  it  with  the  streams  of  his  divine  ^race.  He  even 
forces  it  in  some  manner  to  produce  fruit  by  every  at- 
tention on  his  part.  But,  if  after  all  his  exertions,  it 
will  not  produce  fruit,  he  orders  it  to  be  cut  down;  for 
“ every  tree  that  does  not  bear  gbod  fruit,  shall  be  cut 
down  and  cast  into  the  fire.” 

II.  ^ Consider,  2d.  Apply  this  parable  to  yourself, 
and  to  your  own  soul.  The  heavenly  husbandman  has 
planted  you,  as  a choice  vine,  in  the  vineyard  of  his 
church.  He  has  exposed  you  to  the  sun  of  divine  illus- 
trations, and  watered  you  with  the  streams  of  his  grace. 
He  has  provided  you,  in  fine,  with  every  thing  necessary 
to  produce  plenty  of  excellent  fruit.  He  may  perhaps, 
however,  justly  say  of  you,  these  three  years , I come 
seeking"  fruit  on  this  Jig-tree , and  ImJind  none ; (lb.  7.) 
that  is,  I find  no  fruit  corresponding  to  my  anxious  ex- 
ertions for  the  tree.  What  then  must  be  done  ? 

III.  Consider,  3d.  Let  it  alone , this  yeary  also , 
(lb.)  Who  knows  whether  God  have  determined  that 
this  shall  be  the  last  year  of  your  mortal  life,  or  that  if 
you  do  not  during  this  year  yield  the  fruit  which  he 
wishes,  he  will  withdraw  his  more  abundant  graces  from 
you,  and  not  afford  you  so  many  helps,  a^he  has  done, 
of  working  out  your  salvation?  I gave  her  time  to  do 
jicnancey  he  says  in  the  Apocalypse,  (2.  21.)-  but  we 
abuse  that  time.  He  resents  our  carelessness  and 
closes  his  hands;  then  time  shall  be  no  more . (Ap.  10. 
6.)  Tjie  same  helps,  which  we  formerly  enjoyed,  will 
no  longer  be  in  our  possession,  and  though  we  can , we 
shall  not  secure  our  last  end.  Make  therefore  good 
use  of  the  present  time,  for  the  night  of  death  is  at  hand 
during  which  “no  man  can  work.” 
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On  the  Mustard  Seed.  • . • 

On  the  Leaven.  * - - • 

On  the  Treasure  hidden  in  the  field. 

On  the  Pearl.  - 

24  Sunday  after  Pentecost . - - - 

On  the  lost  Sheep,  - 

On  the  Pharisee  and  Publican. 

On  the  Faithful  and  Wise  Steward. 

On  the  Girding  of  the  Loins.  - - - 

On  the  Vine  and  its  branches.  - 

On  the  Barren  Fig-Tree.  v 
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APPROBATIONES. 


Eso  infrascriptus  attente  ac  sedulo  perlegi  lib  rum,  cui  titultrs 
Meditations  for  every  day  in  the  year , revised , &c.  by  Rev.  It. 
Baxter , in  quo  nihil  invenio  contra  fidem  vel  bonos  iqores. — 
Cum  vero  opus  illud  optimum  mihi  videtur  inter  id  generis  li- 
bros,  Cliristifidelibus  illud  impense  commendatum  esse  volo, 
quod  nulli  non  Christiana  familix  Bibliothecx  instar  futurum 
esse  existimo. 

A.  KOHLMANN,  S.  I.  Censor. 

Washington , 28th  February , 1823. 


Leg i librum  cui  tituljis,  Meditations  for  every  day  in  the  year, 
recenter  quoad  linguam  proecipue,  a Rev.  R.  Baxter,  S.  J. 
reccnsitum,  in  quo  tantum  abest,  ut  quid  vel  fidei  vel  moribus 
contrarium  repererim,  quin  potiushomnia  et  orthodoxa,  et  pia  et 
docta  et  perutilia  invenio.  Quapropter  ilium  nova  impressione 
dignissimum  censeo. 

FRANCISCUS  DZIERGZYNSKI,  S.  I.  Censor. 

Bat.  in  Col.  Geo.  Feb.  12,  1823. 


Imprkn:  C.  NEALE,  Sup. 

/ ^ 1 A.  M.  D.  G. 
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ERRATA. 


Page  20,  17  lines  from  top,  for  “ venal”  read  vernal. 

107,  8 lines  from  top,  for  “ the”  „ thee. 

183,  11  lines  from  top,  for  “lead”  ,,  led. 

182,  in  some  copies,  the  word  “passion,”  in  the  second 
line  from  the  top,  should  be  read  nativity . 

255,  one  line  from  top,  for  “ wan”  read  man. 

289,  ten  lines  from  top,  after  “ since  you  are,”  add  so 
remiss . 

337,  two  lines  from  bottom,  for  “thee”  read  three. 

34 7,  twelve  lines  from  top,  for  “suit”  „ seat. 

355,  eleven  lines  from  bottom,  for  “forgive,”  forgave. 
388,  four  lines  from, top,  for  “strengthen,”  strengthened. 
439,  13  lines  from  top,  for  “ him  lay,”  him  to  lay. 

457,  17  do.  from  bottom,  for  “exportation,”  exhortation . 
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